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Abstract:

This study presents a comparative analysis of the concept
of context in both Arab and Western thought, with a focus on its
significance in interpreting linguistic meanings. The research
begins by highlighting the Arab origins of contextual usage
across various disciplines, and then compares this with the
contextual theory in Western thought, particularly the theory of
John Firth, which forms the cornerstone of the sociolinguistic
school. By analyzing texts within their various contexts -
linguistic, emotional, and cultural - the study explores how
context influences the formation of meanings. It concludes that
while Arabs were pioneers in the adoption of the context
concept, the West succeeded in developing it into a
comprehensive theory with philosophical and methodological
dimensions.
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