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Evoking intellectual trends in Egyptian society through the
visionary structure of “ALA’ AL-ASWANI
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Abstract:

Egyptian novels have a rich history of engaging with
intellectual and political currents, reflecting Egypt's volatile
social, cultural, and political climate. Among these, Alaa Al
Aswany's novels stand out for their wide range of historical
periods and exploration of political ideologies, revealing themes
of resistance and change. Utilizing a political anthropological
lens, textual analysis was employed to decipher Al Aswany's
language in conveying his vision. This research aims to
understand his portrayal of these currents and his critique of
Egypt's political and social reality. It uncovers Al Aswany's
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complex insights: he criticizes dictatorial rule, highlighting its
oppressive impact on individuals, offers a balanced view of
Nasserism, acknowledging its idealistic aspects while criticizing
its practical failures, delves into the exploration of extremist and
moderate facets of Islamism, critiquing the misuse of religion for
personal gain, espouses a positive outlook towards secularism as
a means to foster inclusivity and freedom from religious
institutional constraints, and employs sexuality as a critical tool,
exposing societal restrictions, particularly on women. The
intellectual currents intersect in his novels, mirroring the
complexities of Egypt's social and political reality. The research
reveals a visionary structure in Al Aswany's works, presenting a
profound social and political critique and illuminating Egyptians'
struggle for freedom and self-expression.
Keywords: Political Anthropology, Visionary Structure,
Intellectual Currents, Alaa Al Aswany
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