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Imam Al-Shafi’i’s position on Greek logic
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Abstract:

When the books of Greek logic were transferred to the
Arab countries and the Muslims at the hands of the Syriac
Christians, it led to misguidance and corruption among a group
of Muslims, especially the philosophers affiliated with Islam.
Imams from among the Muslims rose to alert us to the corruption
and misguidance present that harmed the faith of the Muslims.
Among these imams was the Imam Al-Shafi’i, who took it upon
himself to carry out this role. Some researchers and scholars
have claimed that Al-Shafi’i benefited from Greek logic in the
jurisprudential works he wrote. That is a false claim and has no
truth to it. In fact, the opposite is quite the truth. Imam Al-Shafi’i
explained that Greek logic harms the faith of Muslims.
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Therefore, it is forbidden to work with it. In presenting the topic
of her research, the researcher used the critical inductive method,
and among the most prominent results that the researcher
reached:

1 -lImam Al-Shafi’i forbids Greek logic and warns against
dabbling in it.

2 -Imam Al-Shafi’i hated talking about beliefs in the way of the
theologians, rejected it, and warned against it because it
contradicted what was in the Qur’an and Sunnah. Imam Al-
Shafi’i’s rejection of theology is evidence of his rejection of
what is even worse, philosophy and logic.

3 -Imam Al-Shafi’i explained that the reason for the ignorance
and misguidance into which some of those affiliated with Islam
fell was their preoccupation with the Greek logic and their
abandonment of the logic of the Arabs, which is the Arabic
language in which the Sharia was disclosed.

Keywords: Islam - Ahl al-Sunnah wa'l-Jamaa‘ah - Al-Shafi’i -
Greek logic.
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