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Abstract:

The article highlighted what the Saudi Personal Status Law
states regarding absent and missing people. The article included
the meaning of the absentee in order to apply the provisions of
the law: it is a person whose homeland or residence is unknown,
and it is impossible for him or any representative to manage his
financial affairs for a period determined by the court that has
resulted in the disruption of his interests or those of others. As
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for the missing person, he is someone whose condition is more
severe, as it is difficult to determine whether he is dead or alive.
The court may also appoint a guardian to manage the assets of
the absent or missing person, and that guardian must take into
account the provisions of the guardianship that were embedded
in the law. However, if the absent or missing person has an
agent, the conditions of the power of attorney are still valid,
there is no need to appoint a guardian. This is under what the
Sharia has stated, which stipulates that the agency is not revoked
by merely being missing. The article also discussed the
conditions and duties of the appointed guardian to manage the
property of the absent person. It included an explanation of the
circumstances if the person is no longer missing, by verifying his
life or his death, or if a ruling is issued regarding his death. The
death of a missing person, according to what is stated in the law,
iIs not ruled unless four years have passed from the date of
notifying the competent authority of him being missing, if he
was lost in circumstances in which his death is unlikely, or one
year from the date of him being missing, if it is under
circumstances in which he was more likely to die.The article
talked about the consequences of issuing a ruling deeming the
missing person dead, only for him to return alive. Firstly, the
money that was still there before his death was ruled must be
returned to him. Secondly, if his wife has not married another
man after the ruling of his death, she can return to him. If she has
married another man after the end of her 'iddah who has gone in
unto her, she cannot return to him.

Keywords: absentee - missing person - personal status - Saudi
Personal Status Law.
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