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'Emphasis on the divine transcendence has been a

prominent feature of Islam. The propher Mohammed is
passionate faith in Allah was obviously faith in a personal
God, distinct from all other beings. All other beings depended
ontologically on God as creator, while he was in no way
dependent on them. No creature could be said to be like

Allah .0
b dena il (DY) 55 e el seud e S S
g 8 i ¢ oadid Al la¥) o sl sl e OIS il ey (ikle
BILaS ) e Baga s s Al sl s el o Al clull)
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’ 2 e Gl allia 5 0 oSa
"To be sure, belief in the divine activity has also been a

prominent feature of Islam. When theological and
philosophical reflection emerged within the Muslim
community, one of the first questions to be discussed was
whether belief in the universal causality of God, which
extended (as certain passages of the Koran seemed to imply)
even to the choices of the human will, was compatible with

assertion of human freedom.®”

(1) Freederick Coplestion — RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

Philosophies East and West-96- Continuum London. NEW YORK.
1982.

(2) Freederick Coplestion-RELIGION AND PGILOSOPHY

Philosophies East and West-96- Continuum London. NEW
YORK.1982
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"In fact that there have been and still are Muslim thinkers
who have looked askance at mysticism . This attitude has
doubtless been partly due to some unguarded and provocative
utterances by mystic who claimed or seemed to be claiming
their identity with God. To cite two claimed familiar
examples when Abu Yazid ai-Bastami(d.874) exclaimed:

"gloey be to me, how great is my worth" and Mansur ai-Hallaj
(c.857-972) asserted "I am the Truth"®
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YORK.1982
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"It seems reasonable to suggest (though it is more or less
conjecture on my part) that another ground for suspicion of or
hostility to musticism was provided by the marked tendency of

some mystical writers to adopt what might be described today
as an ecumenical attitude to faiths other than Islam"" .
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"To take but one example, the famous Persian poet Rumi
(1207-1273) clamied that there were many roads leading to the
one goal, namely union with God, and in a poem he asserted that
he was neither a Zoroastrian nor a Jew nor a Muslim, as these
terms were ordinarily understood. It is doubtless only to be
expected that mystical writers will tend to emphasize the inner
relationship of the soul to God rather than religious labels and the

performance of legally prescribed observances" .
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Though, however,mysticism has had and has its Muslim
ceitics,it 1s important to understant that mystical spirituality
has its roots in Islam itself. Mystical writers could appeal to

certain passages even of the Koran, where it is said, for
example, that love is due to Allah and that God is nearer to
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(1) Freederick Coplestion-RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY
Philosophies East and West-97.
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man "than the vein of his neck" Indeed, the prophet himself
might be regarded as a mystis."
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(1) Freederick Coplestion-RELIGION AND PGILOSOPHY
Philosophies East and West-98- Continuum London. NEW
YORK.1982
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Mystical spirituality in Islam is sometimes said to have
shown itself first at Basra,with, for instance,the female mystic

Rabiah al Adawijha (d.901), and then at Baghdad, as with AL-
Junayd (d.910). At the same time it can be argued that
emphasis on the interior spiritual life, as contrasted with a
predominantly legalistic attitude, goes back to the very
beginning og Islam"".
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"In the spread of mystical spirituality external influences
doubtless had a part to play. Thus we cannot exclude the
possibility of Christian influence"®.
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The belief in the universal causality of God, which

extended (as certain passages of the Koran seemed to imply)
even to the choices of the human will, was compatible with

assertion of human freedom.
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Obviously, the Koranic pictures of divine judgment and of
rewards and punishments after death suggested belief in the

human being is power to obey or not to obey the divine
commands and prohibitions.
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The more liberal theologians could therefore appeal to the
Koran in spport of their recognition of human freedom, To the
more conservative theologians, however, this recognition
expressed a dangerous surrender to rationalism and was

.incompatible with belief in God is universal causal activity
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In spite of this difference for neither party was there the

slightest question of identifying God with the world or of
regarding the human soul as a mode of the divine substance.
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For those who share this view faith in God and obedience
to the Muslim law, the Shariah, as expressing the divine will,
is the safe way, whereas aspirations after oneness with God
threaten due recognition of the radical distinction between God
and creatures, the transcendent One and the Many.
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