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18N 2392541
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Parallel Language Title
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Website URL
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Back issues available

¥ Publisher & Ordering Details

Commercial Publisher
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Evaluating the experiences of economic integration in developing countries
Case Study of Arab Countries
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Abstract

The study dealt with the experiences of economic integration in
developing countries and the obstacles that hindered their success. The
study dealt with the features of a development strategy to activate
economic integration. The study aimed to analyze the phenomenon of
regional economic blocs and its relationship to the current transformations
and to identify the characteristics of developing countries by using the
descriptive and analytical method and reached several results, the most
important of which is ther were several obstacles. It prevented the
completion of the system of integration between developing countries and
the failure of most experiments. It recommended the necessity of
overcoming all obstacles that prevent the success of integration
experiments in developing countries.
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The level of Applying Agile Leadership by School Principals in
Amman-The Capital City- & its Relationship to School Excellence as
Perceived by Teachers
Sawsan Yousef Al-Slehat Dr. Rami Al-Shagran
Abstract

This study aimed to identify The Level of Applying Agile Leadership
by School Principals in Amman -The Capital City- & its Relationship with
School Excellence as Perceived by Teachers. To achieve the objectives of the
study, the researcher used the relational descriptive approach. To gather
information from a sample of (400) male and female teachers. They were
chosen by a simple random method. The researcher developed a tool that
consisted of part, each of which represented a separate questionnaire: The first:
related to agile leadership, and it consisted of (28) paragraphs They were
divided into three areas: (The Trait of Humility), (The Trait of Calmness), (The
Trait of Wisdom), while the second dealt with: School Excellence and consisted
of (28) paragraphs that were divided into three areas: (Teachers Affairs),
(Administrative Affairs), (students Affairs).

The results of the study showed: The overall score of The Level of
Applying Agile Leadership by School Principals was average on the overall
score, and the tool areas (the humility trait, the calm trait, and the wisdom trait)
were at the intermediate level, and the study results showed that the level of
School Excellence from the point of view Teachers in general were of (average)
level, and the tool areas (teachers affairs, administration affairs, and student
affairs) were at medium level. The results showed that there were statistically
significant differences between the arithmetic averages of the responses of the
study sample to the level of applying of agile leadership, and the level of
School Excellence according to the difference of the gender variable in all
fields and the overall degree and in favor of females.

The results also showed that there are statistically significant
differences between the arithmetic averages of the respondents of the study
sample to The Level of Applying Agile Leadership, and the level of School
Excellence according to the difference in the teaching experience variable in all
fields and on the total score in favor of "10 years or more".

The results of the study also showed a positive statistically significant
correlation between the level of applying of agile leadership and the level of
School Excellence in all fields and in the overall degree.

In light of the results, the study concluded with a number of
recommendations, including: The need for school principals in the capital
Amman to pay attention to teachers ’affairs by offering motivational prizes to

outstanding teachers.
Keywords: Agile Leadership, School Excellence, School Principals, Teachers, Amman Capital.
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Abstract

The impact of agricultural wealth on economic growth in KSA
This study aims to identify the impact of agricultural wealth on
economic growth in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during the period 1980-
2018 AD. To achieve this goal, the descriptive analytical method was used
to analyze and explain the phenomenon under study, and the standard
approach. This analysis is based on the autoregressive model of the slow
distributed time gaps. (ARDL). The results showed that there are no
integration relationships between the variables of the study in the long term,
but there are integration relationships in the short term, where there was a
direct relationship between the total value added of agricultural wealth and
economic growth, and an inverse relationship between total exports of
agricultural materials and economic growth, the study recommended the
importance of intensifying investment in The agricultural sector, and
strengthening the role of agricultural research and extension to achieve
sustainable development goals.
Keywords: agricultural wealth, economic growth, Saudi Arabia.
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Unit Root Test s ot jis jlcst 4-2

oM HLES slpal @iy (Awhydl) OlLER Ade i Juwdld) 95w (e Gasl
A8 5 HLE T IM (pe (AL Ayl (e AlelSle il Lgdi (po SS9 (B ot
Dicky-Fuller Generalized Last Squared deeal! ¢ ialt Slasyti aluvicbs
e (ot ¥ Ayl (e AlelSTie Sl pdil) pure OF Jodad! (se s ( DFGLS) Test
ARDL Las Gudal oSas L9 Y059 Y01 dagine s giue

58 —Sas sLas (4-1) @3y Jus

Dicky-Fuller Generalized Last Squared Unit root test.
Variables In level First difference
Intercept Intercept & trends Intercept Intercept & trends

GDP t-Statistic -1.895259 -2.393356 -6.321559 -6.337100
Prob. 0.0659 0.0219 0.0000 0.0000

VAAW t-Statistic -1.431386 -1.832424 -3.263491 -3.776208
Prob. 0.1612 0.0754 0.0024 0.0006

TEAM t-Statistic -2.556429 -3.262272 -6.411415 -6.513070
Prob. 0.0148 0.0024 0.0000 0.0000

PAL t-Statistic -1.013787 -1.640421 -1.973576 -2.496125
Prob. 0.3176 0.1099 0.0561 0.0173
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ARDL Bounds Test

F-statistic | Significance 10 Bound 11 Bound
6.001350 10% 2.72 3.77
5% 3.23 4.35

2.5% 3.69 4.89

1% 4.29 5.61

Y G (Adgias pl Oyt Oelae are OF (4-3) TGN Jodat) Zli il
Joe AELL) Oyl (o (519 GTlea ¥ Gladl ZILY aalld 1@ (a9 A8 g
skl Ja ¥ 2 Ayl
dastalt Y1 2 A8dMal HLiist (4-3) @3y S

Estimated long run coefficients using the ARDL approach.

ARDL (4, 1, 3, 4) Selected based on Akaik Information Criterion, the dependent variable is GDP

Variable | Coefficient Std. Error | t-Statistic Prob.
VAAW 42.714013 52.898301 0.807474 0.4294
TEAM | -2146.083344 3193.691024 | -0.671976 0.5097
PAL 6.973371 5.705249 1.222273 0.2366

5ol ABLAL) Ae@l Jlenl 3yl o iy (4-4) JLI Jadntt > (ve
(0] Aagiae sgiwe) Aaasle BN g2y o JUT ualll S L A ge dusl 3
33 I a3s Y0143.09 dwis Auctyil 59,00 ABLAY Ae@l tlea! 33k O
0l dwin Stlea ¥ Gladl L

3939 e JuT uadh Ja ¥ 2 Adle Al el Siyale e 3L O
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Error correction representation for the selected ARDL model.

ARDL(4, 1, 3, 4) Selected based on Akaik Information Criterion, the dependent variable is
AGDP

Variable Coefficient Std. Error | t-Statistic Prob.
AVAAW 143.0963 61.10565 2.341786 0.0254
ATEAM -1819.059 993.6369 -1.830708 0.0762
APAL -21.72928 21.21146 -1.024412 0.3131
ECM (-1) -0.252177 0.117120 -2.153152 0.0387

39> 9 pue Breusch-Godfrey ;Lcsy (4-5) Jods ol (e paing
965 (e si (0.3605) Zagiatl sstue Aad O cotund 319l (313 do byl
slas M 1A Dol ¥ HLis (4-5) @d) Jod

Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM Test:
F-statistic 1.083937 Prob. F(2,17) 0.3605
Obs*R-squared 3.958478 Prob. Chi-Square(2) | 0.1382

Agiall Ssiwe Aed o dxd ARCH Loy (4-0) Jodatt N> (e
AL M| AlS e 39 g pue ias Las D5 (e s (0.3826)
B9t (uilad HLiist (4-6) @3 Joun

Heteroskedasticity Test: ARCH
F-statistic 0.783666 Prob. F(1,32) 0.3826
Obs*R-squared 0.812741 Prob. Chi-Square(1) | 0.3673

(0.934) ,Laa 1 aed of ua Jarque- Bera,lasy (4-1) gsas g

credall a13ot Akl GB1at O e Ju (0.626) dygials oty
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Series: Residuals
8 Sample 1984 2018
Observations 35

5 | Mean 1.31e-12
Median -5.601709
5 | Maximum 190.8931
Minimum -229.2152
4 4 Std. Dev. 105.4710
Skewness -0.293116
® Kurtosis 2.455176
g Jarque-Bera  0.934063
1 Probability 0.626860
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Administrative Control in Public Schools in the Capital Amman and its
Relationship with Organizational Decline in Light of Corona Pandemic
as Perceived By Teachers

Eman, Mahmoad. Hamad Dr. Alaa’Ahmad AL-Harahsha

Abstract

The parpose of this study aimed at identifying the level of administrative
control of public school principals in the capital Amman and its relationship to
organizational regression from their point of view in light of the Corona
pandemic, correlational descriptive approach was used for its suitability for the
objectives of this study, and the study sample consisted of (393) teachers who
were chosen by the available randomness method, the researcher developed a
study tool with the aim of collecting data, which consisted of two parts, the
first: to measure the level of administrative control, and the second: to measure
the level of organizational regression, and after confirming the validity and
reliability the tool, and its application to The study sample, and the data
analysis showed that the level of administrative control among public school
principals from the teachers ’point of view was high, and the organization
dimension came first, mean while the supervisory foundations in the last rank,
and the level of organizational regression in schools was medium from the
teachers’ point of view, and the discipline field came first, and the field of
communication and communication is the last rank, and the results showed that
there were no statistically significant differences in the sample's estimates about
the level of administrative control. According to the variables of experience and
academic qualification, and the presence of differences in some areas of
administrative control according to the gender variable in favor of females, and
according to the variable of experience in favor of more than 10 years, The
results also showed that there were no statistically significant differences in the
sample estimates about the level of organizational decline in schools due to the
variables of experience and academic qualification, and the presence of
differences according to the gender variable in the field of discipline and the
overall degree, The results showed a moderate positive between the level of
administrative control of school principals and the level of organizational
decline in public schools in the capital, Amman, In light of the results, the study
recommended several recommendations, including: Encouraging the Ministry
of Education for school principals to pay attention to the supervisory
foundations, and clarifying its elements to the principals by all means.

Keywords: administrative management, organizational retreat, corona regulation.
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the impact of Distance Work as
one of the Quality Elements of Work Life on the Performance of The
Public Employees “Based on Jop Satisfaction” at National Center for
Human Rights- Jordan, and in order to achieve the objectives of the
study, the study relied on the descriptive analytical approach, and the
study community consisted of all employees of at National Center for
Human Rights- Jordan, the study sample consisted of (30) executive
employees, who the questionnaires have been sent to them, (27)
questionnaires were returned back, (2) were not useful for Analyzing
and (25) were useful for work. The study relied on several statistical
methods, including multiple and simple regression analysis, T-test,
and one-way analysis of variance. Commitment) in at National Center
for Human Rights- Jordan, the study recommended the need to create
a strategic pane and an emergency action plane to prepare the Human
rights Nation center and its staff to work remotely by providing it with
necessary technology, training, and necessary communication
network, that for the quick response, and to be prepared to switch to
distance work at exceptional situations to face current and future
challenges.

Keywords: Distance work Or Remote work, Quality Elements of
Work Life performance of employees, Jop Satisfaction,
Distance Decision Making, & Effective Communications
between Managers and Employees.
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APPLICATIONS AND RISKS OF DIGITAL ISLAMIC FINANCING
Dr. Maha Khalil Shehadeh
The World Islamic Sciences & Education University
ABSTRACT:
The present study aspires to explore the concept of digital Islamic banking
as an innovative model in the new technological era. The research
specifically handles the characteristics and outcomes of this new banking
system, in addition to the risks that may face it when applying the new
digital technologies. It also investigates the status of the new system's
applications through the use of the descriptive-analytical method. The study
has reached certain important conclusions. Most noteworthy among them
are the importance for Islamic banks use digitalization in their services in
order to cope with new technologies and findings in digital economy. This
will enable these banks to achieve competency, meet the needs of clients,
reduce costs and increase efficiency.

Keywords: Islamic digital financing; digital technology; banking sector; digital
financial services; risks.
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The Level of Planning for Effective Succession among
Educational Leaders in Amman-The Capital City- and its
Relationship with Teachers job Performance from their point of
view

Raeda Youssef Al-Sulaihat
Bassam Omar Ghanem

Amman Arab University

Abstract

This study aimed to identify The Level of Planning for Effective
Succession among Educational Leaders in Amman-The Capital City- and its
Relationship with Teachers Job Performance from their point of view the
tow researchers used the relational descriptive approach. , researchers
developed a tool that consisted of two parts the first: related to succession
planning while the second dealt with job performance applied to (352) male
and female teachers selected randomly The results of the study showed that
the level of effective succession planning for educational leaders was
average The results showed that the job performance of teachers was high

the results of the study showed that there were statistically
significant differences related to the level of effective succession planning
due to academic qualification variable and the years of experience variable
while the results did not show statistically significant differences between
these averages due to the gender variable

It was found that there were statistically significant differences
related to the level job performance due to two variables: academic
qualification of a bachelors, and years of experience while the results
showed that there were no statistically significant differences due to the
gender variable.

In light of the results, the study recommended a number of
recommendations, including training primary school principals on tasks
related to succession planning, mending alegislation work related to
administrative jobs so that there are administrative staff in basic schools.

Key words: Planning, Succession, Job Performance, Educational Leaders,
Teachers
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Abstract

The research aimed to study the relationship between the pillars
of institutional control and the level of voluntary disclosure for
government hospitals in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Collecting
field data by means of a questionnaire. To test the research
hypotheses, multiple linear regression and simple linear regression
were used. The results of the field research showed that the
commitment of hospitals to the pillars of institutional control
increased the level of disclosure, optional, as these pillars are
represented in the commitment to ethical behavior (the rules of good
moral conduct, transparency, the interests of related parties, and the
bank’s social responsibility), and the presence of oversight and
accountability. The researcher recommended the necessity of
Increasing the level of hospitals’ interest in the pillars of control
because it has positive repercussions, and their interest in improving
voluntary disclosure and the need to implement a corporate
governance law in the Kingdom that includes the concepts of

governance, including the pillars of governance.

key words: Pillars of institutional control, ethical behavior, oversight

and accountability.
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This paper touches on the circumstances leading to the introduction of peace
studies in Sudan in the 1990s, by the Sudanese Ministry of High Education and
Scientific Research. The paper traces the global context and high demand for peace
as a sub-discipline emerging out of international relations, and as well an activity
by various actors including N.G.O.s and inter-governmental organizations. The
intensification of internal war in Sudan between North and South, before 2005,
necessitated the introduction of peace programs at high education level to reverse
and mitigate the mounting impacts of war that would presumably lead to the
development of culture of violence. Various universities in Sudan established
peace centers at the graduate level offering graduate academic programs,and non-
academic peace- related programs, in response to the directives of the Ministry.
The paper adopted primary sources including interviews aprart from consulting

some of the documents of these centres, and as well secondary sources examining
some of the published literature on peace and conflict studies.
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The Nature of Peace Studies

This is an emerging field of study out of social sciences, owing a lot
to the cold war international relations mid-last century, where the memories
of 2nd World War were still echoing. International peace and security were
then dependent on the balance of power between the two competing
superpowers. By that time the discipline was part of the international
relations sub-discipline — within political science - inquiring about war and
disputes between states. It was only after the end of the cold war that the
term “conflict” came to be used progressively to indicate internal wars
within states’. Therefore it was established that inter-state conflict was a
cold war era phenomena, whereas intra-state conflict is a post-cold war
phenomena.

The concept and nature of war as a legacy of the medieval ages and
before was, in the form of direct combat between antagonistic parties,
however over centuries, that nature underwent drastic changes as
demonstrated by the two World Wars, where non-combatant civilians were
deliberately victimized. That was a serious development, more real than
apparent, in the nature of war, to draw the attention of scholars, for more
investigation in war affairs to minimize war-related impacts on
humanity.This significant development in the nature and means of war
could be attributed by and large to the discovery and introduction of
firearms, this very fact has made it possible for warring parties to Kkill
whoever is within the reach of their arms, irrespective of his identity as
combatant or otherwise. That has no doubt necessitated existence of
“International Humanitarian Law”, to govern the activities of hostilities
between warring armies or even other parties to violent conflicts.

The intensification of intra-state conflict, particularly in 3™ World
countries, could mean more civilian casualties and as well more suffering
for the wvulnerable groups within societies. These situations were/are
classified as man-made disasters. That has drawn the attention of
international actors, N.G.O.s, and academia to explore ways and means of
addressing these situations, in the context of packages comprising peace-
making, peace-keeping, and peace-building, and proposing measurements of
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avoiding repeated occurrence of the resulting atrocities in the context of
conflict early-warning mechanisms?.

The fast and ever-growing literature on peace studies testify for the
status this multi-disciplinary field is going to acquire within the social
sciences.The paradox here is that like many sciences, the discipline was
developed in western academic and non-academic circles, whereas the
actual relevance and need was/is mostly in 3" World countries and Africa.
What is the impact of that on the ground, mindful of the fact that peace is a
socio-cultural and dynamic value of global nature?, a question to be
answered by those academics who would lead these centers to observe
differences of context (social and cultural) between countries of origin in the
West, and beneficiaries in 3 world countries, while designing these
programs.

Contemporary Global Context

The establishment of the U.N. mid last century was a response to the
international demand to end war-threats following the very high cost
humanity has paid in the two world wars. The U.N. has done a lot — through
the Security Council - to make that dream a reality; however war threats are
still destabilizing the world socio-political order. The U.N. enacted the
International Humanitarian Law to mitigate consequences of war and
violence, but still we can see atrocities committed everywhere across the
globe. To diversify its approaches the international organization opted for
education as driver of peace among young generations, establishing the
University for Peace in 1980 in Costa Rica in South America.

Inter-governmental organizations are progressively funding peace-
related projects with implementing partners everywhere; UNDP, USAID,
JICA, EU, and others, let alone interventions by various N.G.O.s in
countless conflict-affected areas. An affiliate of the U.N. system, the
UNESCO is adopting dissemination of culture of peace” through multiple
criteria along its mandate, networking with high education institutions
assigning them to host Peace Chairs, develop partnerships with peace
actors®, and convene conferences on peace issues....etc.
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The concern of the U.S. academia focusing on “conflict-resolution”
is remarkable; to name only examples in distinguished institutions including
the University of George Mason operating a specialized school named
“School of Conflict Analysis and Resolution”, and the University of
Carleton — Virginia running “school of Conflict Analysis”

Background

The current map of Africa owes a lot to the most famous Berlin
Conference in 1884, where the European powers divided Africa on map
among them. That was done purposely by the colonialist Europeans to serve
their own interests, however one century later after attainment of political
independence and the emergence of the Organization of Africa Unity 1963,
Africa declared that these very colonial boundaries are and should be
maintained as they are, and should be held as sacred®.

That was on and about the colonial legacy, but what is of more
significance is the most recent and current post-independence phenomena of
secession, which means more partioning of the already partioned African
states.

It could be observed that secessionist movements, more often than
not, emerge in border areas where state organs are so weak to represent the
image of state, and where allegiance to the center (of state) or mainland
faces some challenges. These challenges emanate from complaints of
peripheralization from groups and communities at the border areas who
consider themselves as disadvantaged citizens. Coupled with evident
multiculturalism in Africa, this is often developed into divergent identity-
related visions along center-periphery lines. Some theorists may put it that
...... secessionist movements are triggered or exacerbated by the regional
dynamics of different groups in relation to the state, and that backward
groups in backward regions are the most prone to secessionist movements””.

The experience of the Sudan in two long armed conflicts in Southern
Sudan 1955-1972 and 1983-2005, resulting in loss of lives, disabilities,
dramatic drain of resources is/was a bitter one. The sudden and quick
outbreak of armed conflict in Darfur in the last ten years or so, and the
associated human cost, necessitating the interference of the Security
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Council, the on-going conflict in Blue Nile and South Kordofan, and other
areas of conflict including Eastern Sudan, all that was/is a long history of
conflict negatively affecting social stability of the country, and even worse
paving the way for the emergence of culture of violence among the young
generation. The Sudanese authorities were driven to explore ways and
means to reverse these negative impacts. One way of doing that was through
education.

The decade of the nineties witnessed the most active and intense
military confrontations between Government of Sudan and “Sudan
Liberation Movement/Army.” The later was launching guerrilla war against
Sudanese army since 1983, before assumption of power by the current
Ingath regime in 1989. The new government took it on itself to achieve
peace at all costs. Whereas military operations were underway, the
authorities thought it is wise also to to seek other ways of achieving peace
through education as the most significant tool of aculuration.

Ministry of High Education and Peace Studies

This drastic scene makes the history of post-colonial Sudan, a story
of successive events of internal conflicts. It is only late last century in the
1990s, concurrently with launching by the Government (of Sudan) of the
“Revolution of High Education”, that the attention of institutions of high
learning, was drawn to this phenomena of conflict. Thanks to the directives
by the Ministry of High Education, that many universities took the initiative
with due enthusiasm, in consequence the University of Dalanj® was the first
to establish “Peace Centre”, followed by the University of Juba’, as a
symbol of national unity between the North and South. Later on the
following centers were established,;

1. University of Khartoum,
University of Dalanj
University of Sudan,
University of Alfashir,
University of Nyala,
University of Blue Nile.
University of Kordofan.

No bk wd
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8. University of Zalinje.
9. Univ. of West Kordofan Univ.
10. In the making are centers of Omdurman Islamic University and

Imam Almahdi University.

Apart from Al-Ahfad University for Girls offering peace and conflict
courses as part of its gender-centered undergraduate programs, all these
centers belong to public universities offering graduate programs. Of late Al-
Ahfad has developed a regional center offering various programs related to
peace, democracy and human rights, apart from mainstream in gender
studies. Al-Ahfad has a long tradition of community service, and as well an
extended collaboration with international organizations. The University is
unique in being exclusively for girls’ education since its establishment mid -
last century by the founding father Late Babiker Badri.

Rationale

The idea behind establishment of these centers is to offer programs
that encourage and promote the spirit of peaceful co-existence among
Sudanese society, as a pre-requisite for developmental aspirations, this is to
be done through post-graduate programs, think tank-like model, research-
based approach, and other forms of intervention in conflict affected societies
of the Sudan. However these centers could explore other forms of conflict
preventive mechanisms; early-warning systems and the like.

The expectation is/was that these centers could also contribute in
normalizing livelihood systems in post-conflict situations. Apart from that
the task of configuring the goals of these various centers was left to be done
by individual universities in line with the immediate local circumstances.
Therefore the methodology each center employed to achieve that goal
varied, some of these centers opted to train graduate students as peace
makers, whereas others opted to concentrate on interventions like
awareness-raising, research and the like.

Objectives of Centers

To assess the roles these centers are expected to play, we better
examine the objectives of these centers as they appear in their documents.
As graduate university colleges they are strongly influenced by the
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academic trends, where they are viewed as research centres rather than else,
therefore it is noticeable that their objectives include:

e To promote research on conflict resolution and post conflict
management leading to post-graduate diploma and MastersDegree.
(CPDS University of Juba 2002).

e Carry out research and studies that concern grass-root community
such as poverty, human rights, conflict resolution, peace building,
livelihood, reconciliation...(CPDS. Universiy of Zalinji).

e To conduct research and surveys in the area of sustainable peace in
the Sudan and other related areas. (Centre for Peace and Conflict
Studies-University for Peace- Western Kordofan).

It is worth noting that University of Zalinji included other very
important clauses referring to the “Preparation of qualified professionals
who are able to define specific nature of conflicts .... In their local
contexts”. This reference to preparation of professionals is significant for an
area like Darfur, however other centers did not refer to this aspect, despite
the fact that similar conflicts prevail in their areas.

Scope and Focus

It is quite natural that these centers vary in scope of mandate, and
focus of activity, as they belong to different university systems and
environments, despite the fact that they share more or less the same
objectives. As has been indicated earlier most of the centers running
academic programs are doing that at the graduate level program, this fact
poses many challenges; some scholars believe that at that stage (graduate
level) very little could be done to influence the mentality of a student to
become peace-maker or disseminator of peace culture, therefore they
recommend that peace programs be taught at the undergraduate
level®.Others even went further to recommend that peace programs should
be introduced at school levels (general education) where a student is more
likely to respond positively to these kinds of programs.

However we can identify three geographical areas of these centers
for the purpose of identification; the federal level, Western States level and
central Sudan level.
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Peace Centers at the Federal Level

By federal we mean centers in Khartoum as a metropolitan city.
Under this category appears "*Peace Research Institute™ of the University
of Khartoum, originally established in 1986 at the University of Khartoum;
in 1990 upgraded to its present status as an institute, with long tradition in
conflict-resolution interventions focusing on research projects, election
monitoring, public consultation-related activities and the like, this Institute
does not offer academic programs for students. PRI has well-established
relations with UN system, in terms of project-funding and consultancy. The
center also has published a lot of research and studies, apart from the
refereed reputable journal “Discourse”.

Sudan University of Science and Technology established Culture of
Peace Centre®, whose approach towards peace focuses on the cultural
aspects including drama, folklore, and other artistic means in the
consolidation and sustenance of peaceful co-existence between
communities.“The aim of this Center is to ascertain how developmental

drama as a creative tool of social activities would contribute to humanitarian
”10

emergencies, grassroots peace and community building

In the University of Juba/Bahri there is the Centre for Peace and
Development Studies™ ( C.P.D.S.), focusing on academic programs at the
graduate level, apart from other public activities including workshops,
public lectures touching on North- South relation and other social and
political issues. The Centre use to host the UNESCO Chair for Peace before
secession of South Sudan, later on University of Bahri ( C.P.D.S.) and
UNESCO signed an Agreement establishing an independent Chair instead
of changing the affiliation of Juba University'2. CPDS before secession has
signed an M.O.U. with Upeace to carry out co-teaching programs, besides
offering M.A. scholarships for two students at Costa Rica. CPDS publishes
a refereed journal on Peace Research.

Islamic University of Omdurman is currently establishing Conflict
Studies Centre, with prime concern towards exploring Islamic principles in
understanding conflict, and in the light of those encouraging Muslim
scholars to review the existing literature.
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Peace Centers in Western States

These includeCenters belonging to Universities in  Darfur and
Kordofan as conflict affected states. The three centers in Dar Fur: Nyala,
Al-Fasher and Zalinji played important roles in the current conflict in the
respective regions, organizing short courses and training programs for tribal
leaders, youth, women, displaced in collaboration with international
N.G.O.s and the UNAMID, alongside their ordinary academic programs for
graduate students. It is worth noting that Upeace™ has extend technical
assistance to most of the centers in the Sudan including Peace Center in
University of Zalinj, where Upeace staff has sent Visiting professors who
taught some courses, and as well offered M.A. level scholarships for
students to be done in Costa Rica.

| have seen Peace Centre in Nyala benefiting from UN agencies
grants in the establishment of their premises, on the ground that the Centre
is operational in peace-building efforts. Alfashir Center is as well equipped
by internet facilities thanks to support by international organizations,
including UNAMID.

Peace Centers at Central States

These include Centre of Blue Nile University at Adamazine as
capital city of Blue Nile State, which is a conflict affected state. Blue Nile
borders neighboring South Sudan and Ethiopia, with seasonal intensive
livestock movement, alongside vast agricultural investments all over the
most fertile lands in the state.This fact gives rise to continuous conflict
between pastoralist and farming communities. Peace Centre of Blue Nile
Univ. participates in almost all conflict mitigation events that often take
place in the State by the very many local and foreign N.G.0.s*

We were contacted early this year 2013 to give some assistance in
the establishment of a new centre in Imam Al-Mahdi University in White
Nile State (Kosti Town), This state now represents the southern frontier of
the Sudan, bordering South Sudan Republic, sharing more or less the same
dynamics of conflict in Blue Nile State, therefore there is every reason that a
Centre is to be established to help cast more light on ways and means to
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resolve conflicts in the border, farmer-pastoralist relation, cross-border
movement....etc.

Omdurman Islamic University also took the initiative to establish a
center for conflict resolution studies, similar to the center of the University
of Khartoum. Both focusing on research and culture of peace-related
activities.

Upeace Efforts in Curriculum Development

CPDS is among the first centers to design a curriculum for the
academic programs, whose objectives include among other things training
of students on conflict resolution techniques and practices, contextualizing
peace building principles,...etc. other academic program- offering Centers

followed Zalinji, Sudan, Nyala,....etc.

Thanks to efforts by late professor Mahmoud Azeen', Upeace
Africa Program in Ethiopia has called for a regional workshop for five
universities in the Horn region, on M.A. program curriculum development™.
CPDS and Zalinji centres participated in that workshop, where experiences
were shared between the participating centres and Upeace. CPDS and Nyala
Centre has participated in the final workshop Upeace convened in Jordan
2010, celebrating success of its two year program in Africa, Middle East,
South East Asia, where beneficiaries of M.A. scholarships and staff who
conducted co-teaching programs in these universities came together, to
review their experiences, and to explore ways of cooperation and
networking for the sake of continuity.

Ministry of High Education

During the period that preceded secession of South Sudan, The
Ministry of High Education was keen to see to it that these Centers play
roles in peace processes in their respective states. For that matter periodic
meetings were held in the Ministry where almost everybody presents a
report on the activities conducted within the state where the center is
located. CPDS attended almost three meetings; | presume others were
convened afterwards. What is sure is that, these meetings did not so far
continue after secession of South Sudan.
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The lesson to be learned here is that the Ministry attaches great
importance to these centers to take part in peacemaking nationwide;
however the Ministry falls short to extend assistance in the form of advice
or guidance, most probably because these centers belong to university
systems with varying and independent internal policies. This is not to talk
on projects funded by N.G.O.s and the bureaucratic complications that often
arise within each individual University.

The Nature of Peace Programs

As has been indicated the current programs of most of these centres
are at post-graduate level, without any corresponding under-graduate
programs, therefore, they were designed to be multi-disciplinary. The
rationale behind that is; to attract as many graduates as possible to these
programs, as the field requires over and above academic credentials,
willingness and aptitude on the part of candidates. It is worth noting that,
most of those who join these programs are government officials, diplomats,
N.G.O. workers, or even lawyers, and most recently we noticed engineers
and medical doctors also joining these programs. Fresh graduates are a tiny
minority among these batches; however females are a minority of the
minority. What could be understood out of these proportions is that, those
who demand peace programs are not necessarily employment-seekers,
rather, they either demand consolidation of their respective careers, or they
opt to pursue graduate studies per se.

About the nature of these programs we take as an example three
centres and see what they offer, Centre for Peace and Development
University of Juba, Centre for Peace Studies University of Zalinji and
Centre for Peace and Development Studies University of Bahri;

C.P.D.S.- University of Juba ( Pre-secession Period) 1997-2011

This Centre offers programs in English Language, therefore,
members of diplomatic missions, non-Sudanese students, International
N.G.O. s staff, U.N. workers.....etc. were mostly attracted. The M.A. and
High Diploma degrees were offered on research and study basis, with
exception of Ph.D. degree offered on research basis only. Study program
includes 10 courses for each of the two semesters of both M.A. and
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Diploma. M.A. students are required to conduct a research as a partial
requirement of their degree. CPDS offers degrees along the following
specializations:

e Peace and Development Studies

e Humanitarian and Conflict Studies.

e Strategic Studies

CPDS also offers courses in Arabic language in the same program
on distance-learning basis, where most Sudanese students are found,
themselves also belong to the same categories of government
employees...etc. however female proportion is a little bit higher than their
colleagues in the regular program. Distance learning system is meant to
meet the needs of Sudanese and non-Sudanese students, preferring courses
in Arabic language who are abroad or even outside Khartoum.

Centre for Peace and Development Studies- University of Bahri (Post-
secession period) 2011.

This Centre succeeded CPDS — University of Juba in 2011, after the
later had relocated back to Juba after secession. The new Centre drew a lot
from the experience of Juba University Centre, only that University of Bahri
requested all colleges to draft new curricula, including the Centre.
Throughout the year 2012 the Centre finalized designing its new academic
programs. The Centre declared three specializations:

e Peace and Conflict Studies.
e Population and Development Studies.
e Environmental Change and Human Security.

This Centre plays other roles like public awareness-raising, capacity-
building, through three other non-degree awarding departments. In this
regard the Centre offered in the last two years :

2 Public lectures on Environmental change and Human Security and
Renaissance Dam, in collaboration with the UNESCO.

2 Short courses on the culture of dialogue, in collaboration with the
UNESCO

4 Workshops on Conflict and Peace-Making in Darfur in collaboration with
UNAMID
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2 Seminars on The Role of Darfurian Civil Society in the Conflict, in
collaboration with UNAMID.

Conclusion

This paper attempted to cast some light on the “state of the art” of
peace studies in the Sudan. The paper has done sort of scanning of the
public universities which pioneered to develop such programs. | believe
there are other private institutions of high learning that offer such programs
as part of wider disciplines. One could notice in Khartoum the existence of
various cultural centers now bearing the name “peace centers”, or “peace
and development”, operating as NGOs, | presume this is indicative of
societal appreciation towards peace as a motto and as an activity as well,
moreover in line with the high demand international community and
organizations place/attach to these programs.

However, of late we noticed here in Sudan, (after secession of South
Sudan) that; that glorious and good image of the motto of peace, has a little
bit changed, based on the prevailing understanding that peace and unity in
the Sudan are inseparable, and now that unity of Sudan is no longer there
(between North and South), the central question persists: does the slogan of
peace make any sense?. It will take us quite some time to clear out that
localized understanding of peace, in order not to let the incident of secession
of 2011 to distort our vision towards this global and humanistic value, trend
and ambition®’.
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The Role of the Financial Control in Regulating the
Government Spending in Kuwait
Sattam A. M. Almutairi
World Islamic Science University

Abstract

This study explored the role of the financial control in regulating the
government spending in Kuwait. The researcher adopted a descriptive
analytical approach. The population consists from all the administrators in
the top and middle administrative levels who work in the ministries in
Kuwait. A non-proportionate sampling method was used for choosing a
sample consisting from 150 individuals. The forms of the questionnaire
were passed to those individuals. 131 valid forms were retrieved.

The researcher found that financial control has a statistically
significant impact on regulating the government spending in Kuwait. The
efficiency of the financial control has a statistically significant impact on
regulating the government spending in Kuwait. The effectiveness of the
financial control has a statistically significant impact on regulating the
government spending in Kuwait.

The researcher provided several recommendations. For instance, he
recommends: activating the role of the control bodies and tools in enforcing
control over the standards used for assessing the spending programs. He
recommends holding courses and international and national seminars for
holding discussions about rationalizing the expenditures and enforcing
control over them. He recommends providing more attention by the
financial controller to the process of enforcing control over examining and
assessing projects. That shall contribute to ensuring the feasibility of
projects.

Keywords: Control, financial control, government spending, Kuwait
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Introduction:

The public sector is an integral part of any economic system. It is
being run and funded by the government and the ones acting on its behalf.
The other sector is the private sector. The private sector is being run and
funded by individuals and companies.

The government consists from a goal-oriented organization that have
strategies, visions, missions and goals which must be met to achieve the
intended outcomes. The intended outcomes may involve delivering services.
Similar to business organizations, public bodies are responsible for
delivering products and services through utilizing basic production
elements. Such elements involve: people, land, capital and labor. ( Arvin, et
al.,2021)

It’s always necessary to improve the performance of public bodies.
That shall enable the government to avoid any deficit in their current or
future budgets. The performance of the public bodies is affected by several
factors. Such factors also affect the budget of those bodies.

It should be noted that financial control is very significant in public
bodies. Such control is represented in carrying out several measures and
implementing several policies by public bodies in order to control their
spending. It contributes to reducing the severity of the deficits in the budgets
of public bodies.( Baig, et al.,2021)

Based on a report issued by World Bank, having delays in the
process of addressing the deficits in the government budget shall lead to
having unsatisfactory financial results. Based on this report, they shall lead
to increasing the severity of the deficits in the government budget and a
drop in the government financial reserves. In the light of such information,
it’s necessary to conduct studies about the role of the financial control in
regulating the government spending in Kuwait.

From a scientific perspective, this article is significant because it
sheds a light on a very significant sector. This sector is represented in the
public sector in Kuwait. It’s very significant because it sheds a light on a
very significant topic. This topic is represented in the role of the financial
control in regulating the government spending in Kuwait. It contributes to
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enriching the relevant literature in the Arab World in general and Kuwait in
particular. The results and recommendations of this study contributes to
improving the government performance. They contribute to reducing the
severity of the deficits in the government budget.

The study’s hypotheses:
In the light of the study’s problem and questions, the following
hypotheses were drafted:

The main hypothesis:

HO. The financial control doesn’t have any significant impact —at the
statistical significance level of (0<0.05)- on regulating the government
spending in Kuwait.

The following sub-hypotheses were developed:

HO0.1. The efficiency of the financial control doesn’t have any
significant impact —at the statistical significance level of (0<0.05)- on
regulating the government spending in Kuwait.

HO0.2. The effectiveness of the financial control doesn’t have any
significant impact —at the statistical significance level of (a<0.05)- on
regulating the government spending in Kuwait.

Theoretical framework:
Financial control

Hadley et al. (2019,122) believes that any financial process is
meaningless in case it was carried out without determining and
implementing a certain strategy. This strategy must be developed based on
certain goals that fit with the current performance and future projects of the
organization. Financial control became an integral element of the financial
system of any organization. Hence, it’s very significant to understand the
meaning of the term (financial control). It is very significant to identify the
goals, advantages and steps of financial control (Hadley et al., 2019, 122).
According to Ismail (2019: 45), financial control refers to the process of
analyzing the actual outcomes of the organizations from various
perspectives during several periods of time. It aims at comparing the goals
and plans of the organization with the outcomes on the short, medium and
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long terms. It involves carrying out analytical processes. Analyzing the e
actual outcomes of the organizations requires enforcing control and making
adjustments where needed in order to ensure that the plans are implemented
as required. It aims at making changes to plans in case exceptional
circumstances, unexpected changes, or violations occurred (Ismail, 2019:
45).

According to Yogendrarajah (2011, 86), financial control refers to
the process of enforcing control on the right time over the compliance with
the regulations in order to track the use of the organizational financial
resources. It also involves carrying out measurement processes. According
to Shulha and Zharovska (2019, 251), it refers to the process of enforcing
control over the financial activities that are carried out in the organization in
order to meet the intended goals. It offers knowledge about the compliance
with the rules and regulations that govern the financial management in
organizations. All organizations have financial controls to ensure having
effective financial management. Most organizations have financial controls
in order to ensure that all the employees are aware of the procedures to be
carried out and the responsibilities that are assigned to them.

Bialowolski et al. (2001, 17-18) offered a new definition for the term
(financial control). According to the latter researchers, financial control
refers to a set of policies and procedures that are set by the organization to
manage, document, and assess financial transactions and send notifications
about them. In other words, it refers to a group of instruments and
technologies used by the organization in order to ensure the enforcement of
control over its financial affairs.

According to Sidorenko and Lykov (2016, 2019) add that financial
control is an essential requirement for achieving organizational success and
ensuring the survival of the organization. There are three essential financial
reports which are needed by all managers to manage their operations
effectively. Those reports are: 1)- balance sheet, 2)- statement of income/
profit and loss statement. 3)- Cash flow statement.

The term (financial reports) is usually used for referring to those
three reports jointly. Banks usually ask organizations to submit those reports
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in order be financially supported in cash or funded for carrying out a certain
investment in a specific field. As for Krastev (2019, 19), he adds that
financial control sometimes has a complex role that’s difficult to be
identified. To illustrate more, financial control involves accounting,
leadership, and finance. The professional financial controllers need to
provide much attention to details. That’s because financial controllers must
carry out their tasks accurately, and efficiently.

Based on the aforementioned information, the term (financial
control) can be defined operationally by the researcher as follow:

Financial control refers to asset of procedures and methods that set
by the Kuwaiti public bodies and set of regulations set by those bodies in
order to ensure that assets are protected. It aims at ensuring that the financial
data are accurate and valid. It aims at ensuring that there is much
compliance with the policies.

The control enforced on government spending

Enforcing control on spending in general and government spending
in particular is an essential requirement for having effective financial
management. The financial control rules, the medium-term budget plans and
annual budgets are meaningless in case the spending can’t be controlled.
The absence of effective controls over spending shall serve as major threat
for the macroeconomic system and financial stability. It shall lead to having
doubts about the integrity of the financial management systems in public
entities. It shall lead to having doubts about the supervision of the
government on public resources. It should be noted that the organization
measures for increasing the government revenues are usually carried out in
the light of a centralized leadership. Such measures are usually carried out
by a public body responsible for the government revenues. The government
spending involves all the payments made by any public entities and any
official.

According to Mohammed and Kakanda (2017: 381), assessing the
control enforced on spending and addressing the weaknesses in such control
require having a deep understanding for the characteristics of the systems
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used for enforcing control over spending. They also require having deep
understanding for the procedures used for enforcing control over spending.
The frameworks used enforcing control over spending differ much from one
country to another. Despite that, one can identify the main stages for the
budget execution cycle, and the main goals sought from control in each
stage. One can identify the responsibilities of each body of the concerned
bodies in enforcing control. According to Halkos and Paizanos (2013, 50),
the complexity of the spending series and the nature of the controls in each
stage differ much from one country to another.

According to Drew et al. (2014, 634), there are differences between
the financial controls. Despite that, the number of similarities between the
spending control systems has been increasing during the last couple of
years. That is because the recent trends emphasize the significance of
enforcement of control over the financial obligations to be fulfilled instead
of enforcing control over the financial obligations that have been already
fulfilled. It’s because the recent trends emphasize the significance of making
a shift from enforcing control over cash expenditure to enforcing control
over due and deferred amounts. It’s because the recent trends emphasize the
significance of delegating more powers to ministries and public departments
in terms of enforcing of control over spending. That should be done through
an approach that is based on the predicted risks. According to Moudden
(2019, 7), the financial controls that are based on internal and external audit
are effective for ensuring the integrity of such control in ministries and
public bodies. The latter researcher emphasized the significance of
compliance with transparency and accountability principles when detecting
violations in terms of spending. Improving the control enforced on spending
in a certain country may require enacting or amending certain legislations.
Methodology

The researcher adopted a descriptive analytical approach in order to
explore the role of the financial control in regulating the government
spending in Kuwait. He reviewed the relevant literature and previous
studies. He carried out a field investigation to explore the study’s variables.
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Population and Sample:

The population consists from all the administrators in the top and
middle administrative levels who work in the ministries in Kuwait. A non-
proportionate sampling method was used for choosing a sample consisting
from 150 individuals. The forms of the questionnaire were passed to those
individuals. 131 valid forms were retrieved.

Data collection methods

Primary data

It refers to the data that was obtained through a questionnaire. The
questionnaire shall be developed in order to meet the goals and test the
hypotheses.

Secondary data

It refers to the data obtained through secondary data sources (e.g.
books, periodicals, journals and previous studies).

Statistical analysis

In order to meet the intended goals, SPSS /Version 2 6was used. The
statistical methods mentioned below were also used:

1)- Descriptive statistical methods: They involve: percentages, frequencies,
means, standard deviation, and relative importance to offer a
description for the sample

2)- Cronbach alpha coefficient values: They are calculated to measure the
internal consistency of the instrument. That shall be done to check the
reliability of the instrument.

3)- Simple and multiple regression analysis: They shall be conducted to
explore the impact that the independent variable has on the dependent
one.

Analysis:

It is found that 71% of the sample is males and the rest is female,
also it is found that 33.6% of the sample is greater than 50 years old. As
well as, 50.4% of the sample has got bachelor degree, and 42.7% of the
sample has experience for more than 15 years.

By using mean and standard deviation to describe attitudes toward
the variables, we concluded that there are positive attitudes toward the
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following variables since their means are greater than median of the scale

(3):

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics

N Minimum  Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
efficiency of the financial control 131 1.00 5.00 3.7908 1.01825
effectiveness of the financial control 131 2.00 5.00 4.0672 77166
regulating the government spending 131 2.00 5.00 4.1893 67131

Reliability test:

Cronbach Alpha is used to test the consistency of the questionnaire
and it is found that alpha = 0.929 , which is greater than 0.60, the means the
questionnaire is reliable.

Hypothesis testing:
The main hypothesis:
HO. The financial control doesn’t have any significant impact —at the
statistical significance level of (¢<0.05)- on regulating the government
spending in Kuwait.

Table 2: Ho analysis

Model Summary
Adjusted R Std. Error of the

Model R R Square Square Estimate
1 725% 526 518 46591
a. Predictors: (Constant), effectiveness, efficiency
ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares df  Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 30.799 2 15.400 70.941  .000°
Residual 27.786 128 217
Total 58.585 130

a. Dependent Variable: spending
b. Predictors: (Constant), effectiveness, efficiency

Coefficients®
Unstandardized

Coefficients Standardized Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) 1.773 .220 8.060 .000
efficiency -.164 .052 -.249 -3.146 .002
effectiveness 747 .069 .859 10.837 .000

a. Dependent Variable: spending
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Multiple Regression test is used to test the hypothesis, F = 70.941 is
significant at 0.05 level , so that we accept that the financial control doesn’t
have any significant impact —at the statistical significance level of (0<0.05)-
on regulating the government spending in Kuwait.

The following sub-hypotheses were developed:
HO.1. The efficiency of the financial control doesn’t have any significant
impact —at the statistical significance level of (¢<0.05)- on regulating the
government spending in Kuwait.

Table 3: Hol analysis

Model Summary
Adjusted R Std. Error of the
Model R R Square Square Estimate
1 .301% .091 .084 .64265
a. Predictors: (Constant), efficiency

ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares  df  Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 5.308 1 5.308 12.851 .000P
Residual 53.277 129 413
Total 58.585 130

a. Dependent Variable: spending
b. Predictors: (Constant), efficiency
Coefficients®
Unstandardized

Coefficients Standardized Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant)  3.437 217 15.823  .000
efficiency .198 .055 301 3,585 .000

a. Dependent Variable: spending

Linear Regression test is used to test the hypothesis , F = 12.851 is
significant at 0.05 level , so that we accept that the efficiency of the
financial control doesn’t have any significant impact —at the statistical
significance level of (0<0.05)- on regulating the government spending in
Kuwait

—
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HO0.2. The effectiveness of the financial control doesn’t have any
significant impact —at the statistical significance level of (¢<0.05)- on
regulating the government spending in Kuwait.

Table 4: Ho2 analysis

Model Summary
Adjusted R Std. Error of the
Model R R Square Square Estimate
1 .699% 489 485 48171

a. Predictors: (Constant), effectiveness

ANOVA?
Model Sum of Squares  df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 28.651 1 28.651 123.472 .000°
Residual 29.934 129 232
Total 58.585 130

a. Dependent Variable: spending
b. Predictors: (Constant), effectiveness

Coefficients®
Unstandardized Coefficients  Standardized Coefficients

Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) 1.715 227 7.567  .000
effectiveness .608 .055 .699 11.112 .000

a. Dependent Variable: spending

Linear Regression test is used to test the hypothesis , F =12.472 is
significant at 0.05 level , so that we accept that the effectiveness of the
financial control doesn’t have any significant impact —at the statistical
significance level of (0<0.05)- on regulating the government spending in
Kuwait
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Conclusion

This study explored the role of the financial control in regulating the
government spending in Kuwait. The researcher found that financial control
has a statistically significant impact on regulating the government spending
in Kuwait. The efficiency of the financial control has a statistically
significant impact on regulating the government spending in Kuwait. The
effectiveness of the financial control has a statistically significant impact on
regulating the government spending in Kuwait. Those results indicate that
financial control in ministries and public bodies are significant. For
instance, such control contributes to identifying how accurate the employees
are when doing their tasks. It contributes to reducing the costs associated
with carrying out tasks. It contributes to having stability in the government
spending level at Kuwaiti ministries.

The researcher provided several recommendations. For instance, he
recommends: activating the role of the control bodies and tools in enforcing
control over the standards used for assessing the spending programs. He
recommends holding courses and international and national seminars for
holding discussions about rationalizing the expenditures and enforcing
control over them. He recommends providing more attention by the
financial controller to the process of enforcing control over examining and
assessing projects. That shall contribute to ensuring the feasibility of
projects. The researcher recommends conducting other studies about the
study’s topic with targeting other public bodies.
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