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Al-Mu'tazila Intellectual Approach

Abstract

Undoubtedly, Al-Mu'tazila are among the first Islamic schools of thought that
has been formed in the era of the Umayyad Caliphate, arising from the doctrinal
issues that had an impact on its formation, especially as new ideas and
controversial issues emerged and formed by Islamic groups that pushed towards
bringing them to birth. Al-Mu'tazilite adopted reason as the most important tool in
ruling on legislative issues, as it is ruling over texts. In this respect, in any issue of
religion, if the transfer and the mind oppose each other, they follow the mind rather
than transfer, and they consider it as the first reference that can be referred to in
knowing the truth. Their intellectual approach can be realized in understanding
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texts that cannot be realized through other approaches simply because their
intellectual approach has the ability to demonstrate good and ugliness. Therefore,
they denied many texts that did not agree with their intellectual approach, either by
skepticism, rejection, or interpretation, in accordance with their fundamental
principles. They considered Hadiths of traits and vision as Haidth of Ahad (not
narrated by more than one narrator) need a strong evidence to prove. And because
their fundamental principles reject likeness, anthropomorphism, and vision, they
worked to reject or interpret the Hadiths. They criticized the narrators of the
Hadiths and some of the companions without bearing in mind that companions are
not sacred, but they like other human have wrong and right deeds, and they said
that it is permissible they lie because they have lied, fight, hate, insult, and despise
each other. Thus, for them, it is reasonable to linger and temporize before accepting
their Hadiths without reason judging. For this reason, the mind was favorable to
them and was subject to all legislative sources, as texts could be accepted or
rejected.
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