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British Penetration in China
Opium wars as a model
(1939-1860)
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Iraq / Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Arts / Department of
History
dr.kefahrashid@gmail.com

Abstract:

Britain Sought to Penetrate China with the aim of trade, especially after the
industrial revolution in Britain and its need for large markets and raw materials, but
it collided with the policy of isolation followed by China and the system of self-
sufficiency, so China did not need to import foreign goods, as well as restricting
dealing with foreigners to the port of Canton only. Exposing British trade to heavy
losses, so it tried to address the matter through diplomatic missions, but it failed
due to the hardening of the Chinese government, so resorted to another way to
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compensate for the loss by exporting opium to China, which brought it huge
profits, but it hurt China in all respects, so the government tried to prevent it by
force, which led To the tense situation between the two sides, as Britain decided to
invade China and break its isolation through military action, so it used China's
objection to the opium trade as an excuse to declare war that ended in the defeat of
China and its signing of humiliating treaties that made China a listener of foreign
countries.

Keywords: Bangs, british, china
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