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Lucius Apuleius, the most famous thinker of the ancient World
Dr. Yefsah Nadia
University of Algiers 2 Aboulkacem Saad Alah
yefsahn53@gmail.com
Abstract:

This present research focuses on the study of a prominent figure in the ancient
history of North Africa, namely the African Algerian thinker known under the
name of "Lucius Apulius”, considered one of the most famous and prominent
thinkers of the ancient world. Apuleius was a distinguished writer of his time and
amongst writers of the world culture, he competed with the Latinos and the Greeks
and left many works in different fields such as philosophy, history, music, poetry,
arithmetic, astronomy and other sciences. Among the most famous writings of
Apuleius and one that distinguishes him was his book entitled Metamorphoses
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(The Golden Donkey). It contains the splendour of description, ingenuity of style,
humour, suspense, and excitement, which made it the first famous book in ancient
history in which he dealt with the subject of mutants (the transformation of man
into animal).

The Golden Donkey greatly influenced modern Western novel, and its interest
began in English literature from the early 17th century; many writers and
dramatists from the English, French, Spanish, Italians and others borrowed from it,
the subjects of their work, as well as the influence of writers from the Arab world.
However, they did not attribute it to its owner, but rather considered it as Greek or
Roman myth.

Keywords: Lucius Apuleius, thinkers, ancient Algeria, literature, novel.
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