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The Conceptual Projection of the Metaphorical Path
. Study in the Old Arab Proverb -

Khawla Tadili - Researcher in the PhD - linguistics and languages issues
Mohammed V University - Rabat - Morocco
Tadilikhaoulal@gmail.com

Abstract:

If we notice the use of prepositions, we see that their meaning in space is often the
most used. Whether physical space (real), or metaphorical space (unreal). And in this
sense, we suppose, the conceptual projection of the spatial field on other non - spatial
fields (Time, possession, cause, indication, etc.). If we use the concepts and relations of
the spatial field, to designate the real space, the complement after the preposition will
designate a real physical space. And when we use the concepts and relations of the
spatial field, to designate the unreal space, the complement after the preposition will
designate an unreal metaphorical space. Therefore, we suppose a parallelism between
the spatial field and the other non - spatial fields. And what supports our hypothesis is
the visualization of A. Jahfa (2000), M. Ghalim (1999), G. Lakoff & M. Johnson
(1980), and R. Jackendoff (1983), among others. It is also noted that spatial experience
frames the human experience (psychological, social, etc.). using the conceptual
projection of concepts and relations of the spatial field on other non - spatial fields.
This is confirmed through our study of ancient Arab proverbs.

Keywords: Conceptual Projection - Metaphorical Path
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Conclusion

In this research paper related to the metaphorical conception of the
space path in the ancient Arab proverb, we conclude that the metaphor, in its
essence, is part of the conceptual structure of the human being, and not
primarily a linguistic phenomenon. Especially if we take into account the nature
of the analyzed linguistic corpus, which is the ancient Arab proverb, as an
expressive art that reflects our perception of the world, where this assimilation
must be reflected in the language. The metaphor in the ancient Arab proverb is
monitored on the basis of a set of elements, such as the conceptual equipment
which is already in the mind / brain of the human being, as it is related to our
physical, and cultural experience in addition to being framed by the conceptual
metaphor theory presented through Lakoff's work (1993), as an approach which
organize conceptual metaphorical paths. It must be noted that the metaphorical
path in the old Arab proverb is based on a set of path metaphors, which are
reached through a set of procedures, such as the concept of conceptual
projection. In fact, the main feature that characterizes the metaphorical path in
the old Arab proverb is primarily reflected in its focus on understanding one
field through another, depending on consensuses. The metaphorical path in the
Arab proverb is also characterized by the characteristic of productivity.
Consequently, the metaphor gives the path an expressive power, the thing that
makes the path transcend its boundaries to other conceptual areas, and deals
with it as a partial treatment of space, because knowledge or space experience
frames human experiences and represents the basis and general essence of most
lived human experiences.

We conclude from the foregoing that the metaphorical path works to
override the linguistic meaning that language carries, because we have a
conceptual equipment that makes us transcend the linguistic list, and enter the
perceptual experiences above-linguistic to realize our perceptions equipped, and
talk about the metaphorical path, taking into account the specificity of the
source and the goal. That is because we usually visualize what is not physical
through what is physical. In other words, we humans perceive what is limited
with less clarity through what is more clearly defined.
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