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Standardization of languages between the academic and political
dimensions
- The Amazigh language in Morocco is a model -
Amahdouk Mohamed
Prof chercheur dans la linguistique
Académie régionale de I’éducation et dela formation
amahdouk8l@gmail.com
Abstract :

The success of the transition of languages from the dialectical to the standard
situation is closely related to the efficacy of the «academic» measure, that is, the
investigation of the scientific approach in the specific phases of the standardization
process; Then the «political» factor intervened in issuing the necessary legislation
to establish linguistic standards and anchor the outputs of academic Research in
public life.

As for the Amazigh language, it has been living in Morocco for nearly two
decades, a major phase of transformation in which the political and scientific
contents interacted to create a cultural and social movement based on a gradual
transition from the oral situation to the written one, as the establishment and
demarcation of the Royal Institute for Amazigh Culture in the year 2001, as well as
the movement of literary production in the standard language, and the growth of
elite and popular awareness of the Amazigh project, are the most prominent
manifestations of this transformation. However, the sociolinguistic situation raises
many questions related to the pace and forms of managing this broad dynamic,
politically and academically, especially since the most important channels of
spending this project still suffer from deep structural problems, and it is related to
teaching the Amazigh language. That is why, twenty years after the beginning of
this great workshop, we have the right to question and evaluate what has been
presented, to come up with conclusions capable of drawing a clear picture about
the reality of the Amazigh language and its future in Morocco. What is meant by
standard language ? Is there a difference between languages in their exposure to the
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initialization and standardization processes ? What is the consequence of setting
the basic foundations for a standardization project for any language ? Returning to
the Amazigh language, how did you «suddenly» move from being by force to
being really, according to the Aristotelian expression ? What are the circumstances
in which the issue of standardization was adopted and we sought unification ?
What is the location of the Amazigh diversities, especially the Atlantic Amazigh, in
this dynamic ? Is effective scientific and theoretical management alone sufficient to
achieve its transition to a unified and unified language ?

Keywords: Amazigh language - Morocco - linguistic preparation - linguistic
standardization - political intervention - academic intervention.
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