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Historical writing: Problems with the study of disasters and epidemics:
The Levant in Islamic times as a model.
Asaad bin Hamoud bin Khalfan Al Ameri
PhD student, Sultan Qaboos University - Sultanate of Oman
asaad.aamri@gmail.com
Study summary

Examining the events of the disasters and epidemics that humanity has been
through is of great significance to the human sciences since such events have
remarkable contribution to the formation of the human history. Yet, the study
of the events of disasters and epidemics is often encountered with various
problems that harden the mission of the researcher and impede deeper
insights.

This study comprises an introduction illustrating the importance of addressing
such problems, and reviews the major difficulties facing the study of disasters
and epidemics in the Levant during Islamic times. The first chapter deals with
the key problems associated with the use of Islamic sources. The second
chapter focuses on the key problems related to the use of Christian historical
sources. The third chapter reviews the common problems with both sources
(Islamic and Christian). Finally, the conclusion highlights the main findings
of the study and provides practical recommendations that could contribute to
overcoming similar research problems.

Keywords: Disasters and epidemics, Islamic ages, the Levant, Islamic
sources, Christian sources.
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