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Legislative intervention in the field of land reclamation in Algeria
Dr. Lamine LARIT
Yahya Fares University — Medea (Algeria)
bm.droit98@gmail.com
Abstract:

There is no doubt that achieving food security and self-sufficiency in the field
of agricultural products can only be achieved by encouraging agriculture, providing
the necessary facilities for farmers, as well as overcoming the difficulties they face,
in addition to encouraging the migration of people to areas of untapped land for
reclamation and reconstruction, in order to reduce pressure on areas The North and
thus achieving a balance between the North and the South,

this is what prompted the Algerian legislator to intervene by enacting a set of
some legislative texts aimed at regulating all work and activities in the field of land
reclamation, which would make all lands cultivable and productive. Perhaps the
696


mailto:bm.droit98@gmail.com
mailto:bm.droit98@gmail.com

¢2021/08/01 ok 07 o) 02 o) cldths Cholhs aclushs typ ) oaldh 3 b aly’
ISSN: 2708-4663 DNNLD :2020-3/1128

most important of these texts is Law No. 83-18 of August 13, 1983, which is still in
effect until now, which came to approve the desert land reclamation system, which
allows the ownership of reclaimed land by the reclaimer after following a set of
procedures and providing some conditions that stipulate It is up to the law.
Keywords: legislation; reclamation; Property; desert areas; agricultural
exploitation
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Abstract:

English teachers in Iraq and other countries around the world up to this
time use traditional methods to help students memorize new vocabularies. The
sense of words or structure is not to be given in either the native tongue or the
target language by definition, but is induced by the way the form is used in the
situation. Situational Language Teaching (SLT) has recently become the needed
method for improving speaking skills. It indicates the application of learning the
language in actual and social exchange expressions so as to let learners do as
required in classroom and non-classroom circumstances. This pilot study seeks to
answer the following questions: Can SLT improve English speaking skills of target
learners? How SLT contribute to the learning process at the Iragi private schools?
Based on Tompkin’s questionnaire and the characteristics and notions of SLT,
random selection of 38 teachers, currently teaching English at the Second Al-Karkh
district-Baghdad were recruited in this experiment. In order to make the study
feasible, size sample should be in small scale up to 12 per school. Because of the
economic situation, private schools has been forced to hire only 2 teachers to teach
English at Elementary, Intermediate, and Secondary levels in times of the outbreak
of COVID-19 Pandemic. Sample size calculations have reported in qualitative and
quantitative research. The study suggests that teachers should bear in mind the
significant role of role playing and conversation in the situational and
environmental contexts.

Keywords: Situational Language Teaching (SLT); Speaking Skills; Private
Schools; Visual and physical objects; Role-playing and conversation; Real-life
activities

1. Introduction

Vocabulary is the building block of any language. It is the
centerpiece of applying diverse language strategies. Words and phrases of
language play a crucial role particularly in grammatical competence.
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English or foreign language learners at any stage feed their knowledge they
gain with necessary terms and phrases during the study course. Students in
some occasions may find that teaching process sounds either boring or
exciting. Depending on teaching method in learning a new language,
teaching method remains the asset in an educational community.

English teachers in Iraq and other countries around the world up to this time
use traditional methods to help students memorize new vocabularies.
Students would be interested in learning new vocabularies if teachers gave
them a list of words with equivalent to the meaning of the words in the
mother tongue. Many methods can be used in teaching English
vocabularies. One of them is the Situational Language Teaching (SLT)
method.

Situational language teaching from the view of [13] embraces an
inductive approach in teaching grammar. The sense of words or structure is
not to be given in either the native tongue or the target language by
definition but is induced by the way the form is used in a situation. "The
teaching process is a communicative process and the basic principle of the
communication is to learn the language in the situation and use it in the
situation” (A Brief Study on Applying the Situational Teaching Approach
into English Classes for Rural Primary Student 12). In Billows study (qtd. in
[13]) argued that when giving the meaning of a new word by translating it
either in the first language or in the second language, the idea could be
weaken by means of introducing the meaning of the word just so the mind
interprets not how it is understood. Hence, the explanation would be
discouraged, and the learner is expected to deduce the meaning of a
particular structure or vocabulary items from the situation in which it is
presented.

The learner is required to adapt vocabularies learned in a classroom
to non-classroom circumstances. That is how children’s language learning is
thought to take place, and the same mechanisms are thought to take place in
second and foreign language learning [13]. In Guevara and Ordonezs’ study
(qtd. in  [15]) referred to teaching EFL kindergarten learners through
promoting learning activities by means of linguistic, visual, and musical
actions because of showing their engagement with great interest on speech
production. The emphasis of Bloom's suggestion has clarified for this matter
[4]. It is absolutely essential to indicate the application of learning the
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language in actual and social exchange expressions so as to let learners do
as required. Can SLT improve English speaking skills of target learners?
How SLT contribute to the learning process at the Iraqi private schools?
This study seeks to answer these two questions in theoretic and measureable
aspects of SLT.
2. Literature Review

In the first world, languages were predominantly Italian, French, and
Latin. Then, researchers began to focus on teaching methods as consistent
teaching procedures to enable the teaching of new languages through
consistent practices [7]. The educational system in United Kingdom adopted
SLT method during the 19" century around 1930 and 1960. Afterwards, the
Chinese system implemented it in 1970 [15].
Two British advocates, Harold Palmer and A.S. Hornby, tried to develop a
more scientific foundation for an oral approach to teaching English than was
proven in the Direct Method. Kate Palmer continued their development
distinctively by orienting speech production mostly in a systematic means of
communication. She declared that teaching procedures could be applied in
selecting and organizing the content of a language course (qtd. in [13]).
[18] defined SLT as one of effective teaching methods, neither to the
classical methods, on the account of its improvement to acquiring
knowledge and language skills in real life situations (qtd. in [15]). SLT, in
recent times, has become an essential method for improving speaking skills.
Its methodological approach authenticates the conception of language
induction through speaking plus the effective learning situations of
classroom environment [7].
SLT is applied by using authentic materials, images, movies, music,
roleplaying, in competitive learning environment [17]. Its design involves
an authentic practical context achievable through a methodological
approach. The precedence of SLT applied the teacher’s ability to cultivate
spoken language through a vivid approach [12] it focuses on the learning
context by engaging the kinesthetic environment [17]; [4].
Learners are more likely to gain from this inductive approach than learning
independently or through a less engaging method. Better learners
understand oral production of the subject material because of the positive
connection of the left and the right side of their brain [11]. In SLT, they
perform with intrinsic motivation in the language classroom [18]. While
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exploring the teaching method’s connotation, [22] and [12] attributed SLT
to learning by practice, a process whereby the teacher chooses a relaxed
learning environment that stimulates student's thinking through activity. [17]
affirmed that concept by using physical objects within the teaching
environment to engage learners. For instance, a teacher may point at the
door as utter the following phrase: “I am pointing at the door.” SLT expands
the learners' metacognitive thinking through practical involvement, making
them experience the language in addition to promoting their reading and
pronunciation skills.

Engaging students in SLT reveals a double faction system: enlightenment
function and cultivating function. [14] asserted that SLT as cultivating
function portrayed itself when students’ emotions were nutured and their
feelings purified. Education is associated with disciple entailing a change of
an individual’s psychological state with the significant objective of capacity
construction. [8] argued that engaging students’ in SLT matures their
ideological consciousness. They clarified that SLT functions as a filter
purifying students’ feeling, thus making them channeled. SLT treats risky
features associated with emotions and creates and maintains the positive
traits.

[21] illustrated that teachers from kindergarten who implements SLT as
their teaching strategy by including various gestures such as singing songs,
reading stories, and role-playing positively impacts their students’ attitude
towards learning. When students experience the purified emotions brought
by SLT, it becomes more practical to enhance cognitive function in terms of
signaling, orientation, motility, adaptability, enhancement, and
accommodation.

2.1 The Significance of SLT

Learning English as a second or foreign language under the umbrella of
SLT denotes the ability to engage learners physically, psychologically, and
emotionally by utilizing their environmental contexts as a learning resource.
For instance, an instructor can teach learners how to pronounce an object by
pointing at it, acknowledging its presence for students to learn through
experience. The argument of [3] specified that the structural and the
behavioristic approaches to language were simply unfounded on the account
of not explaining the fundamental feature of language learning,
encountering extreme difficulty in displaying the material in appropriate
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situations, having no control over the contents of oral repetition learning,
and lacking the fundamental characteristics of the language namely the
creativity and uniqueness of individual sentences.

Even though SLT is no longer a predominant method of induction in
modern-day applied linguistics as stipulated by [18], it still serves as an
effective way of enhancing students’ speaking. Many teachers still use SLT
to develop students' skills through teaching them the spoken language,
presenting material in written form orally, introducing reading and writing
with sufficient lexical and grammatical basis, and understanding the
meaning of vocabulary words easily.

The SLT design also dismisses boredom as it utilizes a practical
methodological approach [7]; [4], and emotional authenticity and creative
thinking as its core characteristics [12]. Altogether, learners can interact, not
only amongst themselves and their teachers but also with their environment.
Situational language learning recently connects educational theory and
classroom practice when EFI learners become aware of their own ideas or
opinions. Situational language teaching drives acquiring knowledge and
understanding language tasks [4].

SLT extensively enhances students’ speaking skills. [9] described how
beneficial SLT to students in various dimensions. Firstly, SLT carries out
substantial improvements of students’ speaking ability through engaging
them in real conversational interaction. Secondly, SLT improves students’
confidence when escalating their interest in learning speaking skills. The
study of [2] exposed a similar analysis of the positive impacts of
implementing SLT in teachings practices.

An experiment made by the researchers to pretest 10 students engaged
without SLT method in comparison with 10 students involved with the same
method. The results revealed that the group engaged in SLT had a higher
mean score in the pretest compared to the other group. According to [5],
involving learners in conversations about their environment enhances their
communication skills. Tasks which had not associated with real-life
activities impact students’ process in developing robust knowledge
negatively [1]. In fact, Students can make a direct link between material
objects and language when they are being engaged in discussions of
materials around them, such as scenario simulation, material objects,
gestures, pictures, and movements.
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SLT serves as the basis for children to learn how to speak. [6] claimed that
learning English resembles learning to speak. Children in SLT contexts are
allowed to learn through a situation before they know how to write.
According to [6], the capability of realization may be extended by the
inductive approach through the following methods: song, play, multimedia,
intuition, and description. Such practices not only enhance learners’
interests but also improve their comprehensive capabilities.
3. Methodology

The Ministry of Education had drawn attention to Educational
curricula and textbooks in Arabic and English in all public and private
schools in Irag. Public schools do not count on online teaching platforms as
a teaching tool for their generation. Unlike private schools, online teaching
has become the effective method of teaching. In an analyzed study of the
Irag center at ministry of education and UNESCO (2016), the increased
number of private schools showed an increase of 26.5% at Kindergarten
level, 46.9% at elementary level, and 36.6% at Secondary level during the
school year of 2015-2016.
Private schools has recently been forced by the control of COVID-19 to
keep their higher standard education and continue teaching at distance. The
transition run smoothly to them unlike public education for not having
enough experience to cope up with authentic learning situations. For this
purpose, it is determined to select 190 private schools in the Second Al-
Karkh district-Baghdad among 3639 private schools in Irag who teach
English among Islamic, Arabic, French, German, Social Science, Computer,
and Math studies.
The researchers have agreed to pilot a survey study because of COVID-19
pandemic that is paralyzing teaching process presently. That profound
experience compelled us to conduct SLT research process as a preliminary
investigation. [10] recommended that eligible proportion of participants in
pilot studies must not exceed 12 per group otherwise the results may be
counterproductive. Random selection of 38 English teachers, currently
teaching English at 19 private schools at the Second Al-Karkh district-
Baghdad were recruited in this experiment. The Ministry of Education
provided us a formal documentation to address private schools and collect
data for research purposes.
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In order to make the study feasible, size sample should be in small scale up
to 12 per school. Because of the economic situation that is resulted from
COVID-19 pandemic, private schools has been forced to hire only 2
teachers to teach English at Elementary, Intermediate, and Secondary levels.
The main study took more than three months to be completed starting from
October 22, 2020 to February 25, 2021. The analysis was exceptionally
managed in virtual and social distancing conditions. Researchers were taken
preventive measures during that time for safety reasons. Teachers were
examined separately via paper and online surveys. Responses were collected
for voluntary research purposes.

All the participants were invited to watch the following link on YouTube
before responding to the survey (https://youtu.be/RYNGMJIfuYJl). The
video lasted for (5:16) minutes. It presented brief definition of situational
presentation [16]. Jim Scrivener modeled SLT with his students in the
video. To expand more in that matter, his experienced application were fully
implemented. He used authentic materials and visuals while speaking with
his students. Then, Scrivener elicited several questions and comments. They
were proceeded and followed corrected sentence structures. Furthermore,
they had been expressed orally. The reason behind watching the video is
mainly to see if they have an authentic experience with SLT.

Given this, 19 indicators have been devoted to define speaking skills. 1-10
applied the teacher’s role in the classroom and 9 items showed the learner’s
role of SLT in the classroom. The instruments of the study comprised SLT
into three categories. 5 items for role-playing and conversation; 5 items for
real life activities; 5 items for visual and physical objects in the classroom
climate; and 4 items for speaking skills. All items were distributed in order
to identify speaking skills in a Likert-type scale, (1-5) 1=strongly disagree,
2=disagree, 3=neutral, 4=agree, 5= strongly agree.
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4. Data Analysis and Results

A. Demographic Analysis of Sampling: From Table 1, it can be inferred that
the majority age of participants ranged from 23 to 27 years (M=86.8).
Participants were 27 women (M=71.1) and 11 men (M=28.9). More than 30
contributors (M=81.6) entitled with bachelor’s degree in comparison with
(M=15.8) of master’s and (M=2.6) of PhD degrees. The approximate rate of
experienced English teachers were 35 (M=92.1). There was statistically
significant difference at the scores for the school levels: primary (M=84.2),
Intermediate (M=10.5), and secondary (M=5.3). The mean responses to
their status of participation in Training courses before COVID 19 Pandemic
were 60.5% of 23 persons. Only 55.3% achieved training courses after
COVID 19 Pandemic.

Table 1. The Demography of English Teachers in Private Schools

Parameters Group Frequency Percentage
23-27 33 86.8
Age 28-32 5 13.2
33-37 0 0
More than 38 0 0
Gender Male 11 28.9
Female 27 71.1
Diploma 0 0
Qualification Bachelor 31 81.6
Master 6 15.8
PhD 1 2.6
Less than one 2 5.3
1-5 35 921
Years of Experience 6-10 0 0
Teaching English
11-15 0 0
More than 16 1 2.6
Level Primary 32 84.2
Intermediate 4 10.5
Secondary 2 5.3
Status of participation in Participated 15 39.5

Training courses before
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COVID 19 pandemic

Not 23 60.5
participated
Status of participation in Participated 21 55.3
Training courses during
COVID 19 pandemic
Not 17 44.7
participated
Total 38 100%

A. Validity and Reliability Assessment: Table 2 shows the
chronological order of scholars’ notions based on the major
characteristics SLT. In terms of measuring speaking skills, we linked
them into three main dependent variables. X1 symbolizes role-
playing and conversation, X2 symbolizes real life activities, and X3
symbolizes using visual and physical objects in classroom climate.
The three independent variables are indicated only from these

Aspects.
Table 2. Major Characteristics of SLT
Scholars  Yea Aspectsof SLT X1 X2 X3
r

Role- Real life  Using

Playing activitie  Visual

and S and

Conversati Physical

on objects in
classroom
climate

Chomsky 195 Paying littleorno «

7 attention to the
structural and the
behavioristic

approaches
Richards 200 Using inductive v v v
and 1 approach
Rogers grammar teaching
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Tompkins 200 v
4
Hussain 201 Involving v v v

& Sajid 5 vocabulary in
language teaching

Qi and 201 Learning by v v v
Yang 7 practice
Smith& 201 Engaging learners v v

Loewen 8 effectively by
using authentic

materials
Hu, Y. 201 Eliciting learners v
8 language

comprehension
with interactive

multimedia
Asgari, 201 Exploring v v
Ketabi, & 9 student’s
Amirian knowledge by

relating lessons
and activities to
the real world

Chiyembe 201 Understanding v v

kezo,R., 9 situations through

Kondowe, acting

W., &

Ngwira,

F.F.

Yarmi, G. 201 Developing oral v v
9 skills

Hariati, P. 202 Developing real v v
0 language

communication
by mastering
conversation
skills
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Kun,Y., 202 Enhancing oral v v
Peng,C. O skills by building
F., & students self-
Senom, F. confidence and
motivation
Saidin 202 Boosting learners v v
1 to understand and
receive oral
communication in
situational
context

The objective measurement of Cronbach’s Alpha in escalating
satisfactory scales reached around 0.87 and 0.70. Raters and
statistics experts at College of Administration and Management-
University of Baghdad, Baghdad-lraq have found that the data
presented in Table 2 achieved with 0.76. Meaning that the adequate
value indicates its reliability.

Table 3. Reliability Resolution of SLT

Independent Variables Symbol Number of Cronbach
Items Alpha
Role Playing and X1
Conversation 15 0.76
Real life activities X2
Using Visual and Physical X3
objects in classroom
climate
All Variables 19 0.75
B. Descriptive analysis of Quantitative Variables: The findings

indicated the statistical values in Table 4.

Item 4 (Situational
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Language Teaching method has contributed to my proficiency level
of communication with my students) escalated relatively (M=4.76,
SD=.43085). Item 18 (My students communicate with each other in
groups during dialogue and drill activities) and item 19 (My students
complete their tasks collaboratively in Situational Language
Teaching Method) were orderly ranked (M=4.5789, SD=.94816;
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M=4.5526, SD=4.5526). On the contrary, item 6 (I provide an
equitable opportunity for the great performance of my students in
the class) reached the least status (M=3.34, SD=1.23630).

Table 4. Descriptive Analysis of SLT (n=38)

720

provided self-awareness in
the classroom.

N Items Minimu  Maximu Mean Standard
m m Deviatio
n

4 Situational Language 4.00 5.00 4,763  .43085
Teaching method has 2
contributed to my
proficiency level of
communication with my
students.

18 My students communicate 1.00 5.00 4578 .94816
with each other in groups 9
during dialogue and drill
activities.

19 My students complete their 3.00 5.00 4552 .60168
tasks collaboratively in 6
Situational Language
Teaching Method.

16 My students have 4.00 5.00 4,552  .50390
potentials when learning 6
English in natural settings.

12 My students identify the 2.00 5.00 4552  .76042
language functions, texts, 6
and vocabulary easily.

8 My students have the 3.00 5.00 4552 .60168
chance to correct their 6
mistakes.

1 Situational Language 4.00 5.00 4526  .50601
Teaching Method has 3
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My students understand
and remember information
in situational contexts
while repeating words,
sentence, and phrases
orally.

When 1 enter the class, I

always greet them warmly.

My students show the zeal
to learn English in real
world settings.

My students are active
when sharing pictures,
video, audio and games.

I would recommend the
Situational Language
Teaching method as the
most effective way of
teaching.

| give my students a
chance to ask questions or
give opinions.

My students are passive
when learning the
situational content via
social media applications
online.

My students are active
when participating in class
activities.

| always introduce
grammatical features to
my students to make
learning English easy
instead of difficult.

2.00

4.00

3.00

2.00

3.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

2.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

4.473
7

4.421

4.368

4.236

4.210

4131

4.026

4.000

3.894

.89252

.50036

58914

91339

62202

81111

.85383

.98639

95265
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My Situational Language 2.00 5.00 3421 1.13021
Teaching method has 1
developed my students

near to Cambridge

textbooks.

My students are passive 1.00 5.00 3.421 1.34830
when they produce words, 1

phrases and sentences
virtually.

| provide an equitable 2.00 5.00 3.342  1.23630
opportunity for the great 1

performance of my
students in the class.

C. Correlation Analysis of Research Variables: Pearson correlations
were computed to determine if there were a particular significant
relationship between independent variables and dependent variables.
The correlation between role playing and conversation and speaking
skill is +.0539. Meaning it is significant at the 0.05 level. On the
other hand, the correlation between real life activities and speaking
skills is -.025. Meaning it is not significant. The correlation between
using visual and physical objects in classroom climate and speaking
skills is greater than 0.05 level. Meaning it indicates negative
correlation as well. As a result, speaking skills contributes positively
in role playing and conversation unlike real life activities and using
visual and physical objects in classroom climate. They were
negatively related.

Table 5. The Pearson Correlations of SLT (n=38)

X1 X2 X3 Y
X1 1 A450%*  337* 539**

Sig. (2-tailed) 005 038 000
X2 A450%* 1 736%* -.025

Sig. (2-tailed) 005 000 880
X3 337%  736** 1 004
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Sig. (2-tailed) 038 .000 983
Y 530%*  -025 004 1
Sig. (2-tailed) 000 880 983

**_ Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

Table 6 indicated another measurement in data analysis. Independent
variables including (role-playing and conversation, real life
activities, and visual and physical objects in classroom climate)
positively affect the dependent variable (speaking skill) in SLT. The
overall regression was highly significant with R? =.381, F=6.984 at
the 0.01 level. The independent variable, role-playing and
conversation, illustrated progressive relationship with speaking skills
with .000 which is less than 0.05.

Table 6. The Coefficient of Independent Variables and Dependent Variable
of SLT (n=38)

Sig. t Std. B Independent  Sig. R? F  Dependent
Error Variables Variable
.000 4.567 165  .751 X1 .001° 381 6.984 Y
.091 - .355 - X2
1.738 .618
842  .201 307  .062 X3

a. Dependent Variable: y
b. Predictors: (Constant), x3, x1, x2

5. Discussion

SLT involves the teachers to identify and understand a specific
environment before engaging the learners in real world situations. It
emphasizes the real scene required for the inductive process which may be
difficult to find when dealing with experienced learners instead of children.
Therefore, a significant limitation for the situational teaching method
consists of the time constraint. The private schools in Baghdad have adopted
real world situations in terms of birthday occasions, cultural celebrations,
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festivals, and other out of class activities at Elementary, Intermediate, and
Secondary levels social interaction prior to the COVID-19 lockdown.
In our study, role playing and conversation can enhance speaking skills in
situational and environmental contexts. One objection to this case is that
teachers take the responsibility to assemble and to simplify content
knowledge of SLT with audiovisual teaching aids. Consequently, student's
participation in EFL class will be increased without being fully aware of
activating their performance [18]; [15]. In addition, [17] viewed the
practicality of learning in SLT environment stating that only teachers have
the choice to get their students engaged relevantly. [1] pointed out that
activities which had no relation with real-life situations, learners would
passively interact.
We cannot take additional time and maximize the number of participants in
the subgroups to examine the pilot study. Interaction with teaching staff at
private schools would be risky in times of the outbreak of COVID-19
Pandemic. The study may not be generalizable to all private schools. The
data indicated that the pilot study needs to be investigated and to be
reproduced when life goes back to normal after COVID-19. Future studies
of measuring speaking skills within SLT must be taken in the first and the
third Al-Karkh district and compare it with other private schools in Al-
Rasafa districts in Baghdad. Other provinces in Iraq are comprised of large
numbers of private schools plus the lraqgi private schools outside Iraq,
licensed by the Ministry of Education.
Regardless of the limitations of the study since the inception of the
outbreak. The researchers suggest that forthcoming studies should look for
other variables than role playing and conversation, real life activities, and
the use of visual and physical objects in classroom climate. A comparative
study may also take into consideration the learner’s role of applying SLT as
opposed to teacher’s role in the classroom.
6. Conclusion

Situational language teaching method in the 21" century still
strengthens target learners’ knowledge. It is characterized by concentrating
mainly on vocabulary and grammar structures. Two conditions that fulfil its
characteristics. Firstly, it is a must to set classroom learning in various
situations similarly to everyday life situations. Secondly, teachers ought to
involve their EFL/ESL students in oral situations. All in all, it is greatly
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accepted that a logical conclusion of understanding meaning is reached
through verbal repetition and social exchange communication. That will
contribute the success of SLT in the learning process.
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