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Death rituals in the valley of the city of Zem and its valleys - the
protection of the French protectorate
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Abstract:

This research aims to study death rituals in the city of Oued
Zem and its surrounding areas during the French protectorate (1912-
1956), focusing on the cultural, social and religious aspects that
shaped these rituals. The research relied on an analytical historical
methodology, where data were collected from documentary, oral and
archival sources, including oral accounts of elderly people who lived
during that period, in addition to French and local archival documents.
The research dealt with death rituals from the moment of death until
burial and beyond, including customs related to washing, shrouding,
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praying for the dead, and funerals. The role of society in providing
emotional and material support to the families of the deceased, and the
role of women in organizing and managing these rituals were also
analyzed. The results showed that death rituals in Oued Zem reflected
the values of social solidarity and mutual support, with deep local and
religious influences. However, these rituals underwent some changes
during the French protectorate due to colonial influences, such as
changing lifestyles and economic transformations. Nevertheless, the
community maintained many of its traditions as a form of cultural
resistance. The research concludes that death rituals in Oued Zem
were more than just religious practices, but rather an expression of
collective identity and the strength of social ties in the face of colonial

challenges.
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