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Abstract:

This paper studies the rhetorical response to authoritarian discourses
in the Arab tradition. I analyze a sample of the silencing answers taken
from two books: (The Silencing Answers 4wl 2\,\5;“2\) by Ibn Abi Aoun
and (The Rare Lapses 33Ul &l séell) by Ibn Hilal Al-Sabi. The paper
examines the rhetorical response to discourses of political oppression,
racism against blacks and enslaved people, discrimination against
women, belittlement of young people, bullying of people with special
needs, and rhetoric of hypocrisy. I argue that the marginalized and
oppressed people, including prisoners, enslaved people, children, and
women in the examples studied, were able to resist the discourses of
oppression, discrimination, racism, and denigration to which they were
exposed, thanks to the ability to produce discursive counter-responses. To
demonstrate this, I analyze the characteristics of rhetorical responses in
the sample studied and their impact on the communication situations in
which they were produced.

Keywords: authoritarian discourses, The Silencing Answers, "Rhetoric"
of Audience.
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