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Challenges Facing Cochlear Implant Students in Developing
Social Skills from the Perspective of Their Teachers in
Riyadh
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to identify the challenges faced by
cochlear implant students in developing their social skills from
their teachers' perspectives in Riyadh. A questionnaire was
developed to measure these challenges, comprising 30 items
distributed across three dimensions: challenges related to
cochlear implant students, challenges related to teachers, and
challenges related to the family environment. Additionally, a
social skills questionnaire consisting of 45 items was designed,
distributed across four dimensions: social interaction, empathy
and support, cooperation and participation, and regulation and
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collaboration. The research adopted the descriptive survey
method with a sample of 124 teachers of cochlear implant female
students in Riyadh schools. The findings revealed that the level
of challenges faced by cochlear implant students is significant,
with the most prominent challenges being related to the students
themselves, followed by challenges related to peers and
colleagues. The study also revealed a statistically significant
inverse relationship between the dimensions of challenges and
the development of social skills among cochlear implant
students. The research recommended subjecting cochlear implant
students to specialized rehabilitation programs to help them

enhance their social skills.
Keywords: social skills development, cochlear implant,
interaction, empathy, Riyadh.
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