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English Abstracts 11

possibility of peace dynamic but the expected results of such dynamic might not
fulfill the minimum Palestinians' requirements. None of these proposals is an
Israeli option. Yet the Israeli emerged position towards the Arab initiative
concentrates on the concessions that Arabs are ready to give. Israelis are pressuring
for omiting the requirements of their fruits in the initiative. Hence they are not after
a peace process or peace agreement to end the conflict, they only look to
normalizations with Arab states to jump over the Palestinian rights.

To conclude it is a pessimistic situation in regard to the peace process to
achieve the stability and ending the conflict though the year 2007 at least. In spite
of the theoretical prospect and momentum created through the Mecca agreement
peace is not available for the moment. If such a conclusion came to be true other
choices for both parties will be opened and a new chapter of confrontation lies
ahead.
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Iraqi oil reserves are estimated at 112 billion barrels. There are 73 oil fields in
the country, but 15 only have been developed yet. Iragi oil production capacity has
been affected by US attacks in March 2003 and subsequent destruction, thus
declining to 1034 million bpd. It also led to import of large quantities of oil
byproducts by Iragi authorities.

Today, after four years of occupation Irag's oil is still suffering from disasters,
among which is the daily plunder of more than 200,000 barrels.

6. The Prospects of the peace process in the Middle East
(2007-2008)

ver since it began in 1991, the peace process failed to resolve the

Arab-Israeli conflict. Its bases and components have not been able to create

enough momentum to establish a prosperous, stable and secure region. It
failed to stop the Israelis grave violations against Palestinians and Arabs in regard
of their human rights, international law, and in settlement building and expansion,
and even in the continuation of Israeli military assaults and aggression. The peace
process failed to represent the practical alternative to confrontation, violence and
war. It is no more a political prospect track as it was seen in 1991 or 1993.

Through 2005 when President Mahmoud Abbas was freely leading the PNA
before Hamas came to power, the peace efforts failed to materialize. His
continuous call for final-status negotiations without any prior conditions failed to
motivate the Israeli leaders even to set a time-table of primary negotiations. They
ignored his readiness for talks. When Hamas won the elections and controlled the
PNA, its leaders proposed different peace elements, based on full Israeli
withdrawal form the occupied lands of 1967 in exchange of a long truce (Hudna)
that could last for 20 years. Israel considered the proposal as ridiculous.

Through the internal Palestinian crisis that escalated in the aftermath of the
Hamas victory, international sanctions have been imposed on the Palestinian
government and people to force the new Hamas government to recognize Israel as
a primary condition to continue international aid to the Palestinians.

Hamas and Fateh yet could make the breakthrough in Mecca on 8th February
2007. They signed an agreement based on political program and power- sharing in
the PNA. This agreement provided new dynamics for peace efforts. Israel refused
to accept to deal with the new situation in spite of the chance to talk to Abbas as an
authorized person and position in PLO. Israel escaped away to public diplomacy to
contain the pressure exerted on it by the new Palestinian situation rather than
sitting at the negotiating table.

There are main four proposals on the negotiation table to solve the conflict in
the region. The mostly well known are: the Oslo agreements, Roadmap, the Arab
initiative, and recently Hamas proposal. The strategic indicators show the
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4. Political Developments of Islamists in Turkey

olitical participation by religious groups in Turkey has not been limited to
religions movements or trends which formed political parties. Some of them
supported existing political parties, including the secular and liberal ones.

Modern Turkey has witnessed five main stages in direct participation of
political action by the Islamic movement:

The first stage extended from the 1950 to 1960, during which the Democratic
Party ruled under the leadership of Adnan Mendaris.

The second stage was from 1965 to 1980, when liberal and national parties
took power in Turkey.

The third stage came from 1983 to 1993, during which the Motherland Party,
under the leadership of Turgut Ozal, ruled.

The fourth stage extended from 1996 to 1997, the period of the coalition
government between the Welfare Party by Najmuddin Arbakan and straight — way
party, headed by Tansu Celler.

The fifth stage, from 2002 up today, is lead by the Justice and Development
Party under Prime Minister Tayeb Erdoghan. Leaders of this party identify
themselves as democratic conservatives. The party is composed of three main
trends which meet at undeclared rejection of Kamali ideological doctrine and the
intervention of the military in politics.

The party described as Islamic in Turkey may be recognized as such from
their mottoes, for the religious conduct of their leaders and supporters, their party
formation project, and their literature, because Turkey's institution prohibits
religions of ethnic parties. In addition, Islamization of the state is not raised as a
motto or project by the Turkish trend, but Islamists all implicitly agree on the work
for Islamization of society. The Turkish Islamic trend has considerable economic
strength, in addition to managing thousands of charitable, educational and health
endowments, and societies supporting the rights of the poor, women, and children.

5. Iraqgi Oil Disaster After Four Years of Occupation

he Iraqi parliament intends to pass an oil law to open the way for American
companies to exploit Iragi oil at detrimental conditions to Irag.

Russian companies which had concluded agreements with the former
government of Sadam Hussein now have endangered contracts, owing to Russia’s
opposition to the US occupation. French and Chinese companies face the same
dangers. The United States consumes one quarter of world production and is eager
to exploit Iraqi oil.
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to respond to the road map plan, and stressing on Palestinian accomplishment of
the map plan.

But the Mecca Accord has put Israel in a real problematic situation: It now has
to distinguish between Palestinian moderates and radicals.

Israel considers Hamas as the greatest winner from the Mecca Accord without
giving up its ideas or accepting the quadripartite conditions.

On the Palestinian issue, Israel distinguishes between two types of solutions:
A temporary solution for the establishment of a Palestinian state inside the border
of the "separation wall"; and a permanent one, including refugee, Jerusalem, final
boarder, water... etc, according to Israel's wishes.

Israel works in the basis of a security agenda with some political implications
meaning all of the Ehud Olmert government views are connected to ensuring
compliance of the Palestinian unity government to Israeli demands.

Palestinian effective powers put into consideration the issue of role-sharing
through political solutions without going deep into a final settlement to solve the
issue of Jerusalem, refugees and the independent state. This implies the
management of the conflict instead of being involved in "conflict solution™ with
Israel, although such a policy may result in a high price and sufferings by
Palestinians, but it is better than future strategic losses.

3. Russian Policies:
Role Limits in the Middle East

foreign policies in general and the Middle East in particular, and the limits

of the Russian regional and international role. These led some to believe a
new era of Russian foreign policies has started, and that Russia intends to play a
resisting, or at least a parallel, regional and international role vis-a-vis the USA.

N umber of developments in early 2007 raised many questions about Russia's

In spite of its acute criticism of the US, Russia's clear diplomatic activity and
its contradictory stances against American policies on many issues, does not mean
a basic change in Moscow policies concerning confronting the US administration,
in the Middle East.

On the Palestinian issue, the Russian position, unlike that of the US, is stable,
keeping good relations and opens channels with all Palestinian movements,
including Hamas.

Moscow praised the Mecca Accord as a door for the resumption of the Middle
East peace process. President’s Vladimir Putin's visit to the region, contrary to
many analyses, is a sign of a new approach in Russia's foreign policies, or attempt
to break through the US influence.
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The Hamas government realized notable progress in following up corruption,
the UN report of 2006 noticed improvements in security as well as in the
administrative and economic fields.

Hamas has succeeded in clarifying that it has its own intellectual principles,
but it would not impose any of them on civil society.

The Palestinian issue witnessed a case of “in-harmony” between the
Palestinian and Arab roles. The advent of Hamas to head the Palestinian National
Authority has brought a new composition of roles. The presence of any role does
not mean absence of the others. Although the Arab role is limited, it has been
developing during the recent period.

Failures

Unavailability of complete salaries;

security disturbances have not ended,;

Hamas was unable to institute greater democracy inside the PNA and between
the government and the larger Hamas movement.

Conclusion

A political and administrative case study of the Palestinian 10th government
under the Hamas movement needs to be made to highlight the accomplishments
and failures. When it came to power Hamas had not a complete political and local
organizational structure at its disposal but inherited a prevailing polity which
created practical problems to the Hamas government. Therefore, the factor of the
“thirst experience” by Hamas in the government, and the factor of faith control
over public jobs in the state, played a decisive role in reducing the government
success and in its involvement in facing and dealing with the international siege.
This situation was more complicated by the president office dispute with the
government over the political and administrative powers.

2. Is Israel Ready for a Political Settlement?

potentials, present and strategic factors, to protect its national security. Her
rational stance is to keep up pressure on the Palestinian government until it
responds to the quadripartite demands.

Security comes at the top of Israel's strategy. It mobilizes all local and allied

In dealing with the Palestinian government and Arab policies, Israel depends
on the US commitment for its security, dealing with the quadripartite from a US-
support point of view.

In responding to the Palestinian, Arab and international machinations, Israel
has two positions: One based on procrastination and another declared, pretending



6 Middle Eastern Studies Journal No. 39

e Seminar

Dimensions of Mecca Accord: Chances and Dangers

he Mecca Accord was the subject of a special symposium by the Middle

East Studies Center on 10 March 2007. Titled the Palestinian Mecca

Accord: Chances and Dangers, the symposium was presided over by MESC
director Jawad Al Hamad and discussed four dimensions of the Accord: Its
development, its chances of success, its strategies, potentials and dangers.

After wide discussions it was concluded that the accord should be supported
as it is the first proper step to stop local fighting on the one hand, and the
achievement of a proper Palestinian political partnership, on the other, and expose
Israeli policies and intensions in refusing peace demands.

The chance offered by Hamas to obtain Palestinian legal rights from Israel
may be the last, in the light of a potentially third intifada and armed resistance.
Experts in the symposium warmed Palestinian parties not to violate the accord
which could lead to new confrontations inflamed by outside parties. Discussions,
also concentrated on the importance of using ways opened by the accord at all
levels. They pointed out to possible foreign interventions leading to more local
conflicts, and exempting Israel and the US from all political liabilities, and
withering any international sympathy especially from Russia and the European
Union

e Reports

1. Hamas After a Year of Foreign Siege and Local
Balking Attempts

t's been a year since Hamas won control of the Palestinian government and
Legislative Council without yielding to pressures. But it has not refrained from
showing flexibility in dealing with all other parties. The Palestinian arena
witnessed a state of discord, affinity and congestion that characterized its first year.

In spite of the international boycott, the Hamas government succeeded in
breaking the unilateral attitude towards the Palestinian issue. A new stance
appeared on the international scene, opposing, although partly, to the American
realignment with the Hamas movement.

The new international environment helped Hamas to be an effective part in the
equation which controls foreign relations.

Change of power balance on the Palestinian side has led to change in Hamas-
Israeli views toward each other. The change is not in the nature or aims of relation
but in the way of its management, according of circumstantial determinants.
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e Editorial

Investing in New Strategic Changes

he major strategic changes that occurred in the last five years will have deep
influence on the framework of the future of the Middle East. It also will
confirm different limitations on international policies towards the region.

The Palestinian political experience has been at the heart of these changes,
especially the change of power that has taken place and brought Hamas to lead the
PNA, and establish “political Islam’. It would be true to say that that the present
Islamic current is succeeding in providing a strategic development in the
Palestinian arena.

Hamas is succeeding in building a balance amongst its political, social and
security program. Its policies and success of controlling the PNA for a year now,
and unilaterally, have been a reason for the split in the international community
towards the new government.

It is providing the cause with new theory based on a policy of multiple
choices rather that of a unilateral-policy that dominated the previous government.
Such situation provides new opportunities for reform in Arab policies. It could
crystallize new international awareness to stand against the domination of the US
on world affairs and is succeeding in creating instability in the political and
security situation in Israel.

We must invest in these developments and foremost, we must have political
will, regain public and political legitimacy, open the door for national conciliation,
and adopt the choice of resistance choices against occupation.

e Research

Foreign Investment in Jordan

ordan is open for local and foreign investment. Laws and regulations are in
place to allow investors to benefit from the investments they are making which
are today increasing.

This view is based on data collected from the Amman Stock Exchange which
suggests that more foreign investments are coming to the country and are being
invested in development projects.

These investments also positively affect the financial activities on the Amman
Stock Exchange, and allow its indictors to stay active.
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