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Hamas’s Next Steps
Finding the road to Palestine

On January 25, Palestinians went to the polls and, in an election supported by
the United States and judged free and fair by observers, elected members of
Hamas, a movement on the U.S. State Department’s terrorist-organization list, to
76 of the 132 parliamentary seats.

Six weeks after the election, | sat down separately with two of the key
architects of the Hamas victory, Prime Minister—designate Ismail Haniyeh and
Foreign Minister—designate Mahmoud Zahar, and with a dozen other Hamas
leaders, activists, and supporters in Gaza and the West Bank. A main question in
diplomatic circles has been how Hamas will respond to the “three demands” that
the United States and its allies have placed on the new Palestinian government: that
it recognize Israel’s right to exist; that it affirm its commitment to all international
agreements concluded by its predecessor, the Fateh Party; and that it renounce
violence. President George W. Bush and the leaders of the United Nations, the
European Union, and Russia—the so-called Quartet that has sought since 2002 to
manage Israeli—Palestinian diplomacy—stressed that they could not work
diplomatically with the new Palestinian government if it did not meet these
demands. The United States and the EU also threatened to withhold economic aid,
and Israel threatened to block its provision.

| interviewed Haniyeh on March 7 in the crowded satellite seat of the
Palestinian Legislative Council in Gaza City. (The Gaza journalist Laila el-Haddad
came with me and helped with the translation at a couple of points.) When asked
about the three demands, Haniyeh answered wearily that the PLO—the
Palestinians’ longstanding political umbrella organization, which gave birth to the
Palestinian Authority in 1993—*"already gave answers to those questions. So why
do they ask us this over and over again? Anyway, why does the international
community always face us with questions and conditions? It’s Israel that they need
to ask. We ask that the international community demand that Israel recognize the
rights of Palestinians and recognize a Palestinian state in all the Palestinian
territory occupied in 1967. Then, for sure, we will have a response to this
question.”

Dr. Mahmoud Ramahi, Hamas’s chief whip in the PLC, made a similar
statement when | interviewed him a few days earlier in the PLC’s main seat in
Ramallah:

We have said clearly that Israel is a state that exists and is recognized by
many countries in the world. But the side that needs recognition is Palestine! And
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the Israelis should recognize our right to have our state in all the land occupied in
1967. After that it should be easy to reach agreement. They ask us to recognize
Israel without telling us what borders they’re talking about! First let us discuss
borders, and then we will discuss recognition.

Haniyeh made clear in our short interview that his government would be
putting domestic rather than international affairs at the top of its agenda. “We are
confident we can succeed in this new challenge of organizing the Palestinian
house,” he said. “Our people want internal security now.”

The previous evening, Mahmoud Zahar had spelled out in greater detail
Hamas’s desire to focus on domestic affairs. | interviewed him in his mosque-side
Gaza home on March 6, after the end of evening prayers, as he had specified. We
sat in a very large ground-floor reception room, near a corner in which stood two
large flags: the green Hamas flag and the four-colored Palestinian flag. An aide
brought us coffee from a kitchen at the far end of the room.

“Our strategy right now is twofold,” Zahar said. “To clean the Palestinian
house and also to clean up our people’s relations with the Arab countries. In our
own house here, we need to find a good way to make the social and economic
investments that are so badly needed here, and also to clean Palestinian society of
collaborators.” He did not specify who these collaborators were or what they were
planning to do with them. PA legislation defines unauthorized collaboration with
Israel as a capital offense.

Through the kitchen | could see a small, beat-up Japanese sedan parked in an
indoor garage that was open to the reception room. Zahar pointed to it. “That’s my
car,” he said. “Did you see the expensive cars that the Fateh leaders drive?” Later,
he said, “The people saw the sacrifice that the Hamas leaders made for the people’s
interest.” He made no specific mention of one key sacrifice he and his family
made: in September 2003 his son, Khaled, was killed, along with a bodyguard,
when an lIsraeli F-16 dropped a 1,100-pound bomb on the family’s home. (The
bombing occurred one day after Hamas suicide bombers had killed 15 young
people—including a number of soldiers—at two locations inside Israel.) Zahar, his
wife, and one of their daughters were injured in the attack.

Now 60, Zahar is one of the few surviving members of the group of (mainly)
professional men who founded key Hamas precursor institutions in Gaza in the
1970s. The spiritual leader of that group, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, was killed by an
Israeli guided missile in March 2004; his successor Abdel-Aziz Rantisi was killed a
month later. Nearly all the other Hamas founders from Gaza were assassinated at
that time. (Khaled Meshaal, who has run Hamas’s operations in the Palestinian
diaspora for some time and is now the head of the organization’s ruling Political
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Bureau, barely survived an Israeli assassination attempt in Jordan in September
1997.)

In the days before | met with Zahar and Haniyeh, Israel’s leaders issued stern
warnings to Hamas leaders that they would be killed if the organization resumed its
attacks on targets inside Israel. But these two men and their colleagues seemed
unfazed. One Hamas official told me, “They tried to destroy our movement back in
2003 and 2004 when they tried to kill all our leaders. But not only did Hamas
survive, we went on to win in the elections. That should show them they can’t
destroy us.”

Religious faith, which seemed strongly and sincerely held by the people |
met, has almost certainly helped Hamas remain focused on its goals in spite of
Israel’s often lethal threats. But these days, another factor may help: since March
2005 Hamas has stuck in a remarkably disciplined way to a unilateral cessation of
attacks against Israel that it negotiated through the PA’s Fateh Party president,
Mahmoud Abbas. The only exception came last September, after a series of
explosions in a Hamas military parade killed 19 Hamas fighters. The explosions
were soon found to be the result of an accident, but not before the Hamas military
and other militants had fired a “retaliatory” barrage of rockets into Israel, killing
five. But the Hamas leaders were able almost immediately to reinstate the self-
restraint regime.

This unilateral ceasefire, known to Palestinians as the tahdi’eh (calming), was
never negotiated with Israel, nor did Israel promise to reciprocate it. Nevertheless,
its general solidity was a key factor that allowed Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to
succeed in his own big unilateral project of 2005: pulling Israel’s troops and
settlers out of Gaza. Thus, in 2005, a pattern emerged: each side proceeded with its
own unilateral project but in parallel with the other, and though neither side
admitted it, each depended on the other’s success. Hamas “won” the Israeli
withdrawal, and it claimed this victory was the result of its own actions, both its
earlier lethal actions and its later ceasefire. And Sharon “won” a withdrawal that
proceeded without major incident. With Sharon’s Kadima party now dominating
the Israeli government and Hamas dominating the PA, the pattern of mutually
reinforcing, parallel unilateralisms that was established in 2005 could well be
carried forward for some years.

This shift toward parallel unilateralisms marks a significant change from the
negotiated approach that had hitherto dominated the strategy of both national
leaderships (though Benjamin Netanyahu showed a strong aversion to cooperation
during his premiership in Israel, from 1996 to 1999). That earlier strategy had been
applied to economic issues as well as political issues. Seven months after
concluding the Oslo Accords the two parties signed a follow-on document called
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the Paris Agreement, which delineated a single “customs envelope” around their
two countries. Under the Paris Agreement, Israel maintained complete control over
the movement of all goods into and out of Gaza and the West Bank—and this
control continued even after the withdrawal from Gaza. The Paris Agreement
stipulated complete freedom of trade between Israel and the PA-controlled areas
and broad freedom of movement for workers between them. But in practice, the
Israeli government used security concerns as a reason to maintain tight controls on
the movement of Palestinian goods and workers into Israel while continuing to
treat the PA-controlled areas as a captive market for its goods; and from spring
2002 onward the Sharon government abandoned any pretense of coordinating its
policies, economic or otherwise, with the PA. It also used its military to destroy
key nodes of the PA economy such as the airport and the fisheries market in Gaza.
Indeed, Israel’s control over all aspects of Palestinians’ external trade resembles
the hold that apartheid South Africa once exercised over its Bantustans.

Zahar spoke with me about the prospect of a Hamas government taking Gaza
pretty rapidly out of the Paris Agreement. “An opening of our trade links to Egypt
and through our seaport is a first option for us,” he said. He continued,

The Israelis have violated all the economic agreements from the Paris
Agreement through to the Rafah Agreement [which was concluded with Secretary
Rice’s help in November 2005]. So we are not obligated to remain within them.

If we push ahead with regard to opening our border with Egypt, we can
certainly make it work to the benefit of both sides. You know, in September, right
after the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, when our border with Egypt was unsecured,
we learned that our people spent $8 million in El-Arish in just ten days because the
prices of everything in Egypt are so much lower than the prices the Israelis impose
on us here.

I mentioned a concern that some Palestinians had voiced: that if Gaza breaks
out of the Paris Agreement, this would split it off even more, both economically
and politically, from the West Bank—an area that remains under much tighter and
more pervasive Israeli control than Gaza. “Gaza is already cut from the West
Bank,” he said. He noted that any switch by the Gazans from the customs envelope
with Israel to a new economic link with Egypt “should of course be by arrangement
with Egypt.”

I asked what policies he expected Israel to follow after the March 28 election
there. He said he expected a further unilateral Israeli withdrawal in the West Bank.
“You know, whenever Israel undertakes unilateral withdrawals, they are costless to
us, because they do not tie us up in negotiations. They are a big victory for us.”

Nearly all the Hamas leaders and activists | spoke with in Gaza and the West
Bank viewed the prospect of negotiations with Israel with great wariness. They
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referred frequently to Fateh’s record in such negotiations, concluding that those
talks had all been a damaging trap for the Palestinian side. But Zahar was the most
outspoken on this point of any of them. “The conflict should not be solved in our
age, because the power equation here is not yet balanced,” he said. “If the Israelis
leave us alone a while and want to come to talk to us later, then okay.”

I reminded Zahar that many Israelis were extremely fearful of Hamas and
asked whether Hamas might consider using persuasion to budge Israelis—or at
least those on the left, who might be more open to Hamas’s position. He said,

What is the difference between Israeli extreme rightists and extreme leftists?
On central issues like Jerusalem and the right of return, there is no difference. How
can we persuade people who took away all our rights? Mr. Arafat believed he
could, and he helped some of these parties, even with cash. But look where it got
him.

They should be scared, because whenever they felt a sense of security they
felt it would be okay to make aggressions, like in 1956, 1967, 1982. When they felt
insecurity was when they withdrew.

He painted a confident picture of Hamas’s political standing in the Muslim
Middle East. He said the organization had received expressions of support from
many prominent political figures in the Arab world, including the veteran Egyptian
Nasserist Mohamed Hassanein Haikal. He added,

Nowadays, we see many countries inviting us to visit. But when Abu Mazen
[the PA’s Fateh president, Mahmoud Abbas] went to Qatar to ask for financial
support, they turned him down.

These days, the U.S. presence in Iraq is helping the Palestinian people
because the failure of the U.S. project there will certainly weaken Israel. Also, the
picture of the U.S. as oppressing people—at Abu Ghraib or Guantanamo or
elsewhere—all this increases anti-U.S. attitudes. . . .

You know, when the PLO was hit in Lebanon in 1982 by the Israelis, no one
helped them. Why? Because they had previously behaved so badly toward so many
Arab peoples. We are different. Hamas is welcomed everywhere in the Arab world.

He described the visit that the Hamas political-bureau chief Khaled Meshaal
had recently made to Moscow as “a breakthrough in our relations with the Quartet.
And now we are hoping to have a breakthrough with the Europeans because they
will not be prepared to follow the U.S. forever.”

What, | asked, did he predict the Palestinian situation would look like in
another two years? “I see a further Israeli withdrawal in the West Bank. There will
be a flourishing in our economy and in our society. We’ll be represented in the
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international community, and people around the world will see a good example of
how a people without resources can build strong industries.” He made no mention
of peace talks with Israel.

Finally, | asked about Hamas’s relations with al Qaeda. He said, “I want to
tell the American people: we are not against the American people, but we do note
those individuals who support Israel’s aggressions against us. The Muslims are not
against any other people... We believe in cooperation, not conflict... We are not
Qaeda.”

Mahmoud Ramahi had earlier pushed this argument even further: “Right now,
regarding our relations with the U.S. and Europe, Hamas and the other Islamic
groups here say they are ready to sit down with them to agree on the future. But
they refuse to sit with us. But they should know: if they make us fail, they won’t
find anyone else at all to talk with. We are the moderates in the Islamic movement.
We condemned the Qaeda actions in the U.S. and London and Madrid. We could
have acted outside the area of Palestine, but we never did. We’re the only group
here that never did kidnappings or other undisciplined attacks like that.”

Over the past nine months, the Israelis and the Palestinians have each
witnessed far-reaching political upheavals. The specifics have been different, but
both resulted from strong shifts in popular opinion against the concept of a
negotiated peace. This repudiation was confirmed for Palestinians by Hamas’s
surprise victory at the polls in January and for Israelis by the waning of the Labor
Party and its former allies in the peace camp and the swift rise of Kadima, whose
rallying cry has been the pursuit of unilateralist “solutions” in Gaza and the West
Bank.

In the best-case scenario for the next few years, we would see each side
forming a stable administration (with the Palestinians able to control all the unruly
factions) and in parallel deciding to focus on domestic matters while postponing
the conclusion of a final peace.

Certainly, inside both societies, many, many people are ready to simply turn
their backs on the members of the other nation. Many Palestinians have long had
mixed feelings about the kinds of touchy-feely get-togethers that proliferated in the
1990s, arguing that those gatherings served mainly to mask and perpetuate the vast
disparity in power and influence between the two sides. In Israel, the decision to
reduce daily contact with the Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza has already
become policy: a massive government-built security barrier now snakes its way
deep into the West Bank and through the heart of many Palestinian neighborhoods
of East Jerusalem, and Israel has largely ended the reliance on cheap Palestinian
labor that for 30 years after 1967 helped to undergird its impressive economic
growth. Israeli labor contractors have joined their counterparts in other rich
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economies of the Middle East in bringing large numbers of very cheap laborers
from Asia or Africa into their country on a strictly “contract-only” basis. More than
100,000 Gaza Palestinians used to cross every day to work on farms and
construction sites in Israel; now only 4,000 or 5,000 have the Israeli-issued permits
required to do so.

The prospect of these parallel unilateralisms raises a number of interesting
questions:

Will the Hamas government be able to exert its control over the whole of
the West Bank and Gaza, including the many lawless Fateh offshoots?

This will not be easy. The Fateh leaders felt badly humiliated by their rout in
the January election. One very well-informed Palestinian politician told me that
Abbas’s main reaction was a strong desire to humiliate Hamas in return. Hamas’s
public position in the weeks after the election was to call for the establishment of a
national unity government. Fateh turned down that invitation, and it seemed clear
from what Mahmoud Zahar told me that, though he still hoped that some smaller
parties would join the coalition government, he was actually quite happy that Fateh
had refused to do so. The feud between the two movements has deep roots.

In the end, the smaller parties turned Hamas down as well. (Many of them
were pointedly urged to do so by Washington.) When Haniyeh named a cabinet
March 20, its 24 members included only Hamas members and generally pro-Hamas
independents, mostly professionals and people with technical expertise.

Hamas had strong reasons for preferring a coalition government. One was the
tough challenge of the conflict with Israel. Another was the intra-Palestinian
political balance: though Hamas won 76 out of 132 PLC seats, it won only 44
percent of the popular vote while Fateh won 41 percent. It is hard to foresee the
outcome of a raw military contest for power between the two movements, should it
come to that. Hamas has 5,000 trained and disciplined fighters in its Izzeddine
Qassam Brigades. The Fateh-led PA security forces have between 60,000 and
70,000 fighters on their multiple payrolls. Those forces have no unified command
structure, and only a small number of them are well trained. Nor are they all Fateh
supporters: some one third reportedly voted for Hamas.

Haniyeh named the popular Hamas politician Said Siyam as interior minister
with the expectation that he would take over the PA’s security forces. But it
remains unclear how many of the PA’s five police and security branches will report
to him and how many to Abbas’s office. Similar questions hang over the control of
budgets. Three months after the election, key Fateh functionaries were still
working hard to gain control over as many levers of PA power as possible. Indeed,
the rivalry between the two movements might go even deeper. The International
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Crisis Group analyst Mouin Rabbani told me in April that some elements of Fateh
seemed to be preparing to act as “Palestinian Contras.” There have been some low-
level clashes between armed supporters of the two sides, but so far these have been
fairly easily contained.

In mid-April the Hamas speaker of the PLC, Aziz Dweik, appealed to Abbas
to convene a high-level Palestinian gathering to iron out the internal differences.
On April 29, Abbas agreed to hold this conclave within a week, so there was some
hope that an all-out clash could be averted.

Fateh’s general political position is not strong. It has remained plagued by the
internal divisions that helped it to lose the election; and many of the Palestinians |
talked with who voted for neither Hamas nor Fateh told me that they strongly
preferred “giving Hamas a chance” to going back to live under Fateh’s chaotic and
corrupt administration. Most Palestinians were also extremely disappointed with
the results of Fateh’s diplomacy, and many have been impressed by Hamas’s
record in the nonpartisan and efficient provision of services to needy populations.

Depending on the policies pursued by an Israeli government—once this is
formed—Hamas may be able to exert its control over nearly all of Gaza with
relative ease. In the West Bank it will probably have more problems, both because
its support there is weaker and because Israel’s forces remain free to act on the
ground there and will likely retain that freedom even after the additional, small-
scale withdrawal that Olmert is promising in the months ahead.

How will Israel and the international community react to Hamas’s attempt
to establish a PA government?

Let’s assume that both Hamas leaders and Kadima continue and even expand
the model of parallel unilateralisms. Once Ehud Olmert has been able to form a
coalition government of some stability, it is quite possible that he will give Hamas
a quiet nod to continue with its project of nation-building in Gaza, and possibly
also in some areas of the West Bank. This, he might hope, would allow him to
proceed with the redrawing of Israel’s boundaries in the West Bank. The one thing
he would insist on, of course—though he would not do this through direct
negotiations—would be that the Hamas government truly exert its authority over
the whole Gaza Strip and bring an end to the troubling intermittent firing of rockets
against Israel from its northern reaches.

If Olmert does make such a choice, he would almost certainly be able to
persuade Washington to (however quietly) give a Hamas-led government a bit of a
chance—for example, by allowing aid from non-Western countries to reach the PA
and by not objecting to the PA taking Gaza out of the Paris Agreement. This would
echo what happened with the PLO in 1993: first the Israeli government decided to
relax its long-held taboos and talk with the PLO, and then it was easily able to
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persuade Washington to do likewise. With Hamas it might be even easier, since no
one would propose talking to or cooperating explicitly with it. Instead the
democratically elected PA government would simply be enabled to exercise some
(but by no means all) of the powers of self-governance.

To be sure, Israel’s hardliners and their American supporters might want to
pursue the kinds of punitive policies toward a Hamas administration that were
articulated in Kadima’s election rhetoric. But that would be difficult. The residents
of the Palestinian territories remain the wards of the international community, and
in an era of instantaneous global communications, neither Israel nor the United
States can afford to be seen as conniving to starve them to death—or, indeed, to
prevent their flourishing in any unjustifiably harsh way.

How will Israel and other parts of the international community react if a
Hamas-led government seeks to take Gaza out of the Paris Agreement?

A Kadima-led government in Israel is likely to be quite happy to see the end
of the kinds of intimate economic ties that undergirded the post-Oslo peace-
building. It is true that the Kadima elder statesman (and former Labor prime
minister) Shimon Peres was traditionally Israel’s firmest advocate of such ties. But
he has little power or influence within Kadima.

If Olmert’s new government reacts with equanimity to a Haniyeh government
taking Gaza out of the Paris Agreement, then the United States again could be
expected to follow that lead. So too could the EU, which has long worked to foster
economic ties with the PA. One senior European diplomat told me that he had met
discreetly with Hamas leaders. He indicated that he and other EU decisionmakers
saw real value in the Gazans breaking out of the Paris Agreement: “Let’s face it,
the Gazans have always had more in common with the Egyptians and more
contacts with Egypt than with anyone else. This would be a natural rebuilding of
those ties.”

Will a Hamas-led government be able to work out the kind of modus vivendi
with Egypt that Zahar alluded to? How about its relations, more broadly, with
the Arab states and the other governments of the world?

Hamas’s position on many issues of policy, including Israel, is not wildly
different from that of most Arab governments. Arab governments spelled out
explicitly in the landmark “Beirut Declaration” of March 2002 that if Israel
withdraws to the pre-1967 lines in the West Bank, Gaza, and occupied Golan and
agrees to “a just solution to the problem of Palestinian refugees to be agreed upon
in accordance with the UN General Assembly Resolution No 194" then they would
sign a peace agreement with Israel and establish normal relations. For their part,
the Hamas leaders say only that if Israel undertakes a complete withdrawal then
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they would be prepared to “consider” recognizing it and entering into a long-term
hudna (truce) with it. Many Arab states have promised to work hard to persuade
Hamas to agree to the Beirut Declaration’s formula.

Egypt and Jordan are the two Arab states that already have longstanding
peace agreements with Israel. Under the terms of their treaties and given the close
relationships they maintain with Washington, they are prevented from undertaking
any actions that would undermine the security of Israel. While | was in Israel, the
high-level Likud advisor (and former Israeli ambassador to the UN) Dore Gold
described to me his fears about how a Hamas-led administration could lead swiftly
to the importation into Gaza of al Qaeda operatives or serious armaments—or
even, in his worst-case scenario, Iranian nuclear weapons. Such fears are extremely
exaggerated. Throughout the 27 years of the Egyptian—Israeli peace, Cairo has
shown itself committed to those portions of the peace treaty that assure the security
of Israel. Egypt is quite capable of controlling the access of goods and persons into
a Palestinian-administered Gaza (just as Jordan would be for the West Bank).

At the political level, Cairo has already shown itself prepared to work with
Hamas leaders. In 2003 and again in 2005, the Egyptian security chief Omar
Suleiman made a point of helping to broker the talks between Abbas and Hamas
leaders that led to the tahdi’eh. (The first of those agreements did not stick; the
second did.)

The relations that the Mubarak government have maintained with Hamas are
affected by the fact that Hamas grew out of, and is still closely aligned with, the
Muslim Brotherhood movement, which has deep support in many Arab countries,
including Egypt and Jordan. Both the Egyptian and Jordanian branches of the
Brotherhood have for many years pursued a nonviolent strategy that has sought
inclusion and representation in the nations’ political systems. Both Egypt and
Jordan have, in addition, been the targets of terrorist anti-civilian violence
undertaken by more extreme, al Qaeda-linked Islamist groups. But how, exactly,
these complex political facts affect these governments’ willingness to work with
Hamas is a complex question. Over the years, both regimes have pursued policies
toward their local Brotherhood branches that have veered between harsh
suppression and cautious cooptation. Both governments also have to balance their
close ties to Washington with the fact of strong anti-American sentiment at home.

At the moment Egypt seems more ready than Jordan to move toward a policy
of supporting the Hamas project—perhaps because it hopes that this will play well
with the public (and because it prefers not to do anything more radical to try to
counter American power in the region). In Jordan, with more than half the national
population Palestinian, the king will have a much harder time considering anything
that would empower Hamas or the Muslim Brotherhood at home.
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What happens to relations between residents of Gaza and the West Bank if
the Hamas-led government pursues the kind of Gaza-first course that Zahar
described?

Many times in the past 30 years Israelis and their allies have suggested that as
a first, confidence-building step the Palestinians might consider establishing their
own administration in Gaza, with a view to later extending that administration to
the West Bank. Fateh and its allies always resisted that plan for fear that once Israel
had divested itself of control over Gaza’s dense concentration of Palestinians
(currently, around 1.4 million), it would feel freer to try to annex the emptier lands
of the larger West Bank. Indeed, throughout the entire period of the post-Oslo
negotiations, Palestinians remained adamant that the two portions of occupied
Palestinian land should be treated as a single unit. How ironic, then, that the Hamas
hardliners are now discussing allowing Gaza to break out of the Israeli-dominated
“customs envelope” while the 2.3 million Palestinians of the West Bank would still
remain within it.

This move would have broad ramifications. Certainly, Gaza’s economy
would become much more intimately tied to Egypt’s—and to the regional and
global economy through Egypt rather than through Israel. Gaza’s students,
professionals, and businesspeople would become more closely tied to institutions
and counterparts in Egypt than those in the West Bank. Gaza politics might become
more carefully attuned to Cairo than to Ramallah or Jerusalem. Nearly all aspects
of this switch would benefit the Gazans. The Paris Agreement’s customs envelope
has mired them in much greater poverty than Palestinians in the West Bank.
Because of the UN schools that educate the 80 percent of Gazan children who are
from refugee families and Gaza’s robust networks of Islamic educational
institutions—including two Islamic universities—the Gazan population is well
educated and in a good position to undertake the reconstruction and general
development that their long-battered society cries out for. Under the right political
circumstances Mahmoud Zahar’s vision of economic flourishing need not be a pipe
dream.

For now, however, this vision is confined to Gaza. Zahar told me, “We know
the West Bank will continue to suffer from occupation, and the people there must
resist that.” Perhaps he was only being realistic when he said that the two
Palestinian territories were already divided. Indeed, all the portions of the Rafah
Agreement (and previous Israeli-PA agreements) that ensured freedom of
movement between Gaza and the West Bank have remained a dead letter. | did not
press Zahar on how or when he saw the Palestinian communities of Gaza and the
West Bank coming back together, and he did not offer a plan. Like the undertaking
of peace negotiations with Israel, he and his colleagues clearly preferred to address
that challenge in the future. Meanwhile, the political weight of the Palestinian
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refugees within Gaza’s population virtually assures that the refugee-related portion
of the Palestinian national project will never be forgotten by any Palestinians who
rule there and ties this population politically to the fate of Palestinian refugees
everywhere.

What are the prospects after the recent implosion of Fateh for the survival
of Palestinian secular nationalism?

Fateh’s performance in the January polls may not look disastrous, but the
popular vote reflected widespread disaffection with the party that had monopolized
the PA’s positions of power and patronage for the past 12 years. The people of
Gaza have suffered particularly harshly from Fateh’s factionalism, which has
included armed turf battles.

Born in the Gaza Strip in the 1950s, Fateh has never had a strong sense of
internal discipline. Indeed, the organizational theory of its founders was to run
overlapping and internally competing networks. The “overlapping” part of this
strategy may have made some sense at first. But after Oslo, Fateh became a
recognized political movement with responsibility for increasing portions of the
Palestinian national terrain. Its traditional organizational concept became
counterproductive, but a badly ossified Fateh leadership never saw fit to change it.
The old-guard leaders did face challenges from younger generation activists like
Muhammad Dahlan and Marwan Barghouti. But Arafat, Abbas, and others dealt
with these challengers in their same old way: they co-opted them into the existing
system by giving them their own new (and competing) networks to run, while still
resisting calls for greater internal accountability. Some of the new networks, like
Marwan Barghouti’s, were more politically flexible. Others, like the Al-Agsa
Brigades, were much more militant. Various portions of the PA’s five security
services have also lined up with various Fateh factions.

Along the way the Fateh leaders had also co-opted most of the members and
leaders of non-Fateh secular nationalist movement into their own patronage
networks. These groups (or what was left of them) made a poor showing in the
January election. The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), once
Fateh’s leading competitor in Palestinian politics, won 4.25 percent of the popular
vote. The electoral list run jointly by the Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (DFLP) and the former Palestinian Communist Party won only 2.92
percent.

Hamas’s rise in Palestinian politics represents a considerable setback for
secular Palestinian nationalism that will no doubt have broad repercussions for
Fateh. Will Fateh regroup and find an effective formula for internal reform?
Having studied the movement’s workings very closely for more than 30 years, | am
skeptical. | don’t see any reformers who have the necessary vision or grasp of
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political organizing. Qais Abdel-Karim (Abu Leila), a longtime leader of the DFLP
who has held the DFLP’s seat on the PLO Executive Committee and who won a
PLC seat in the January election, told me, “Hamas now seems to be the only
Leninist party we have here. They understand about ‘serving the people.” And they
have strong internal debate—but you never hear about it from the outside: they
have excellent internal discipline.”

Secular nationalism will probably reemerge within Palestinian politics at
some point. But it is hard to say when that will happen.

What are the prospects for Palestinian women, Christians, and secular
Muslims if Hamas extends its power?

Hamas is different from al Qaeda and the Taliban in many important ways—
just as Palestinian society is very different from those of the rugged,
underdeveloped areas of Afghanistan and Waziristan that spawned and incubated
the two other movements. To understand this, it helps to meet a woman like Jamila
Shanty, a longtime professor at the Gaza Islamic University and one of six Hamas
women elected to the PLC in January.

Shanty clearly relishes her new role in the parliament, where, she told me, she
hoped to sit on the political and legal-affairs committees. She said she was inspired
mainly by the Hamas founder Sheikh Ahmed Yassin. “Sheikh Yassin always paid
such a lot of attention to women’s affairs.” she said. “He made sure the mosques all
provided enough space for the women to pray in, and that they offered lectures and
other activities for women. He told us that the work we do in our homes is
important because it has real political value. But he also strongly encouraged
women to become engaged in causes outside the home. Whenever he visited a
mosque he would make sure to have a meeting with the women there, and he
would urge all the women to finish their education and contribute what they could
to society. He was an example not just to Palestinians but all Muslims.”

| visited some of the social-service projects that Islamic charities have been
running throughout the Gaza Strip for more than 25 years and which are now
supported by Hamas. | saw a beautifully appointed preschool in which an all-
female staff was providing a sophisticated and interactive curriculum to 160
underprivileged girls and boys in a refugee camp. | saw two parallel campuses—
one for girls, one for boys—where another Islamic foundation educates 1,500 older
children, grades five through 12. (Both campuses had large open spaces for sports,
with bleachers.) | saw a small city hospital run by the same charity where around
one third of the medical staff members were women.

All those women, including the physical-education teacher energetically
leading exercises in the preschool yard, were wearing headscarves and modestly
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loose, ankle-length over-garments. For many years in Gaza, it has been rare to see
women in public spaces with their hair uncovered, or showing bare legs. Certainly
in the refugee camps and poorer parts of Gaza, you almost never now see an
unscarved woman. In much of the West Bank, the norm of female dress is still
much less Islamist. This is partly because there are significant numbers of
Palestinian Christians in the West Bank, but there are also greater numbers of
openly secular Muslims there.

Many Hamas leaders have gone out of their way to reassure the Christians
that Hamas does not intend to curtail a lifestyle that—especially in historically
Christian towns like Ramallah—includes the easy availability of alcohol. And
Ismail Haniyeh included one woman and one Christian in the government list he
proposed March 20. But the Hamas-led government will have to negotiate a careful
path regarding dress codes, alcohol, and other issues of public life such as the
national school curriculum and the activities of PA-backed cultural bodies. The
Hamas municipality that has run the West Bank town of Qalgilya since early 2005
aroused great opposition from constituents when it canceled a much-loved cultural
festival—and Qalgilya’s voters then became the only constituency that clearly
punished Hamas in the recent election. Let’s hope that result taught Hamas to tread
carefully in these matters.

Can we conclude that the Hamas “insiders” are more flexible and
pragmatic than the organization’s diaspora-based leadership?

Hamas’s national leadership is in the hands of a political bureau based in
exile in Damascus and led by a 50-year-old former physics professor, Khaled
Meshaal. Its 1988 charter holds that the entire land of Mandate Palestine, including
present-day Israel, “has been an Islamic Wagf throughout the generations and until
the Day of Resurrection, [and] no one can renounce it or part of it” and states that
Hamas strives to “raise the banner of Allah over every inch of Palestine.”

When Hamas decided to enter first the tahdi’eh and then the PLC election,
outside analysts began speculating that Hamas leaders inside the historic homeland
were ready for greater pragmatism and political flexibility than their confreres on
the outside. Then after Hamas’s January 2006 victory there was speculation that
the people inside the PA’s new Hamas-led government might follow the path that
Yasser Arafat and his fellow Fateh and PLO leaders trod 30 years ago—toward the
adoption of positions of ever-increasing political flexibility.

There is little evidence that this is happening. Some experienced Palestinian
analysts argue that Meshaal has been as strongly supportive of the pragmatic
aspects of Hamas’s recent activities as the “insiders” and that the insiders remain as
strongly committed to the goals of the charter as the Damascus-based national
leadership. Indeed, the decision to name Zahar, an outspoken proponent of
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Hamas’s traditional goals, to the important post of foreign minister indicated that
Hamas’s in-Palestine leaders were not planning to move toward a more flexible
political view anytime soon. Certainly, Zahar’s statements to me reflected his
strongly ideological commitments.

Among the pro-Hamas constituency in Gaza, | sensed broad continuing
support for the organization’s hard line. One example: the director of the Islamic
preschool that | visited told me firmly that all the Palestinian refugees should be
allowed to return to the homes their forefathers had left or had been forced to leave,
in 1948. “And the Jews who are there now should go back where they came from.”

What are the prospects for the Israeli peace movement of the repudiation by
many Palestinians and Israelis of the cooperative approach to peacemaking that
it has long pursued?

One day near the end of my trip | sat in the vaulted basement bar of the
American Colony Hotel in East Jerusalem with Naomi Chazan, a strategist for the
strongly pro-peace Meretz-Yahad Party who was herself a Meretz member of the
Israeli Knesset. In the mid-1990s Meretz had between nine and 12 Knesset seats,
and in 1999 Chazan became a deputy speaker. In the 2003 election, Meretz won
just six seats, and in March 2006 it won only five. When | was with Chazan she
said she expected a low turnout, especially among voters on the left, and she talked
about the splintering of the Israeli left in general. For example, among the mainly
Jewish parties to the left of Labor, Meretz had now been joined by both a Green
Party and a “Green Leaf Party,” whose decidedly post-Zionist platform focuses on
the legalization of marijuana. Chazan expressed some annoyance when we talked,
because the Green Leafers had started running ads showing a gay couple getting
married, an approach that she felt could slice even more voters away from Meretz’s
traditional constituency.

Chazan has been a long-time participant in all kinds of “track two”
discussions. She held a number of meetings with PLO representatives back in the
1980s when that was still illegal in Israel. | asked if she felt ready to talk to Hamas
leaders or known supporters. “I’ll talk to anyone who will talk to me,” she said.
“That’s always been my position—back with the PLO, or now with Hamas.” But
openly held people-to-people activities such as cultural exchanges or joint conflict-
resolution seminars are unlikely to win the same support from a Hamas-led PA that
they have always won from Fateh—and especially from Mahmoud Abbas.

Though the prospects for people-to-people contacts that proliferated in the
1990s now seem dim, some people on the Israeli left feel cautiously hopeful that
some deeper trends in their society might, over the longer term, move in that
direction. In Cholon, south of Tel Aviv, | talked with Adam Keller, a smart peace
activist who works with Uri Avnery’s Gush Shalom “Peace Bloc.” He noted the
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relatively calm way that many Jewish Israelis reacted to Hamas’s electoral victory:
“l was pleasantly surprised that in polls done then, 48 percent of respondents said
they were in favor of talking to a Hamas government, while 42 percent were
opposed.” He also said, “After Ehud Barak discredited the peace option, Ariel
Sharon then discredited the war option. . . . Israeli society really is becoming less
militaristic.”

Is this so? He gave one indicator: a smaller proportion of Israeli males than
ever before is now called to the military-reserve duty that is required until around
age 50. “Now only around ten percent of the reserves get called up each year,” he
said. “In general, more people now seem ready just to end the conflict.” If that is
the case, though, for now they seem much more ready to do so by supporting
Kadima’s unilateral formula than by giving back their support to the cooperative
approach long favored by Labor and the left.

What are the prospects for the United States’ standing in the region if the
Olmert government proceeds with its plan of unilaterally establishing “final
borders” for Israel, before 2010, that incorporate into Israel large portions of the
West Bank including East Jerusalem?

On March 8 Ehud Olmert said that by 2010, “Israel will be disengaged from
the vast majority of the Palestinian population, within new borders.” These
permanent borders would, he said, be close to the line of the present separation
barrier in the West Bank, with some adjustments; and Israel would determine their
location on its own. The line Olmert described would fold into Israel less land than
some lIsraeli right-wingers would like. But he said he aimed to keep within the
border all of East Jerusalem and several large settlement blocs elsewhere in the
West Bank, including Maale Adumim, whose connection to Jerusalem (which he
vowed to complete) would cut the West Bank laterally into two. He also vowed to
keep the fertile bottomlands of the Jordan Valley. He said that after becoming
prime minister he would give the Palestinian government one last chance to
recognize Israel and renounce violence. But there is little chance of that
happening—so his unilateral plan seems very likely to proceed.

Olmert told Israelis that day that his plan had been shared with the Bush
administration, and he clearly implied that Washington gave at least tentative
approval.

If Olmert proceeds with this plan, Washington will face a tough dilemma.
Ever since 1973, Washington has been able to balance its role as Israel’s main
outside supporter with its parallel role as the main facilitator of an ongoing Arab-
Israeli peace process. But if there is no peace process and Israel is proceeding with
an openly annexationist plan—and Washington still continues to give significant
financial and political support to Israel—then the United States’s standing in the
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Middle East is bound to be harmed. This at a time when the U.S. troop deployment
in Irag and its lengthy supporting supply lines are already very vulnerable to
actions taken by the region’s many nationalist or Islamist groups.

The Bush administration may or may not have given Olmert the claimed
“orange light” for his plan, but it refrained from constraining him during his
election campaign. It can now be expected to work hard behind the scenes to
persuade him not to make any further decisive declarations about, or moves
toward, the establishment of Israel’s “final” border; once that happens the idea of a
negotiated settlement and of the road map that is supposed to get us there will
collapse. What happens in the Middle East then is anyone’s guess. (On April 9,
Olmert declared publicly that he would define Israel’s final borders in the West
Bank by 2008—which is, of course, an election year in the United States.)

Is there any way in which the thorny issues of Jerusalem, borders, and
Palestinian refugees could be resolved through negotiation—after a years-long
period of parallel unilateralisms?

The single most problematic aspects of the Olmert plan is that it would assert
as an irreversible fact on the ground Israel’s annexation of large portions of the
occupied West Bank including all of East Jerusalem. East Jerusalem was the
central issue that caused the rejection—not just by Yasser Arafat but also by all the
Arab states—of Barak’s allegedly generous offer to the Palestinians back in
September 2000. Jerusalem lies at the heart of Palestinian national identity, and
Palestinian longing. (Most of Gaza’s people have been completely barred from
visiting Jerusalem since 1987, when the first intifada started; but jewel-like
depictions of the Dome of the Rock can be found in nearly every home and office
in the Gaza Strip—as in the homes of Palestinian refugees in Jordan, Syria, and
Lebanon, and elsewhere throughout the world.)

But the retention of Israeli control over all of East Jerusalem has also been a
central goal of nearly all those Jewish Israelis who support Kadima’s unilateralist
approach to border drawing. (Olmert himself was mayor of the city from 1993 to
2003.) The high probability of impasse over the Jerusalem issue is enough to
indicate the difficulty of imagining any easy transition from the era of parallel
unilateralisms to one of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations for a peace agreement,
though over time the two publics may become more open to considering formulas
for power-sharing in the city such as those developed earlier by Naomi Chazan,
Rashid Khalidi, and others.

Meanwhile, the rest of the region remains plagued by considerable
uncertainty. The position of the United States and its allies inside Iraq is far from
stable or assured. The Iragis themselves are on the cusp of a civil war whose effects
could reverberate throughout the region. The Bush administration seems headed for
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a confrontation with Iran over Tehran’s nuclear programs. These arenas may seem
distant from Israel and the Palestinian territories, but they are tied to them through
close-braided strands of sentiment, politics, and military logistics. A large-scale
attack on a U.S. military supply line in Jordan, an explosion on an Iranian tanker in
the Persian Gulf, the killing of Ismail Haniyeh or Khaled Meshaal—any one of
these incidents, or others like them, could plunge the whole Middle East into
turmoil.

Under these circumstances of very high stakes and great strategic uncertainty,
the idea that the Palestinians and Israel could win even a few months of relative
calm through parallel unilateralisms might be seen as a real benefit. (Certainly, if
the people of Gaza could win some respite both from Israel’s strangulation of their
economy and from Israeli military attacks, this would constitute a real benefit.)
Over the long haul, however, it is impossible to see how this situation can lead to
stability.

It is impossible, too, to see how Israel and the United States can maintain or
even mount a strict worldwide embargo against the elected PA government. Khaled
Meshaal has already visited Tehran and Moscow. He and other Hamas leaders
(including Zahar) have since visited a number of Gulf countries. And Hamas
leaders are also scheduled to visit China and South Africa in the weeks ahead. It
will be hard though not impossible for any combination of countries to replace the
aid donations that the United States and the EU have now decided to withhold from
the PA. But continuing to withhold the aid will impose clear political costs on the
Western nations—within and possibly far beyond the Palestinian territories.
Meanwhile, if over time the 1.4 million people of Gaza can be gotten off the
international dole and integrated constructively into the world economy through
Egypt, the PA’s budgetary needs could fairly rapidly become less burdensome.

As recently as January George W. Bush was crowing about the great strides
that his project of rapid democratization was making in the Middle East—and he
was pointing to the popular elections in both Irag and the occupied Palestinian
territories as prime fruits of this campaign. In Iraqg, the democratization project
brought results very different from what the Bush administration had intended. In
the occupied Palestinian territories, it brought a sea change in internal politics that
poses a sharp, probably fatal challenge to two key features of recent Palestinian—
Israeli diplomacy: the post-Oslo negotiating process and its longstanding
domination by the United States. Responsibility for peacemaking will likely shift
back to the UN over the next few years. In the meantime, Hamas will pursue
reconstruction in all the communities to which it has access. lIsrael’s incoming
leaders have already shown some signs that they can live with this. Washington has
no real alternative but to do likewise, and wise policy may be to make a virtue of
this necessity.
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Gaikci sirbasa (Krygfzstan)

< 7 U 50 KAZAKHSTAN
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- Tahran nuclear resesrch o

FIR-40 ALl 3T reactar . Hagy *b:" 1-' st
Matanz pilat fush enfichment plant . ==
pee GHANISTAN
technclogy centre AF
AH ..‘l..._..
FAKISTAN
Dalbandin airbase [Fakistan)
cobdbad airhase (Pakistan)

< INDIA

- S )

1

\
Two US carrier battle groups in LY
the Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf \

ETHIOFPIA

The majerity of US bases are extensive autonomous bases. Others consist
. US military base of a significant US presence stationed at a hast country's facilities.

The US has many smaller facilities in [rag, Pakistan, Oman, Bahrain, UAE,

. Major Iranian nuclear facilities
Gatar, Tajikistan and Afghanistan.
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The document was also regarded as a way out for Fateh, which found itself
out of government after 40 years of monopolizing policy-making. It opened the
door for Fateh to return to "Authority" through a "national government". However,
Hamas will stay as the largest bloc in the PLC, and will reserve the right to be the
head of such a government.

The document came after a strong struggle by Hamas to institute reforms in
the PLO, and enable it and other factions like Islamic Jihad to enter the
Organization. Moreover, the document sets a general framework for future political
and resistance movements. On the one hand, it attempted to make a balance
between resistance and political compromise by stressing on the right of the
Palestinians to resist the occupation and leave the door open for future negotiations
and diplomacy to solve the conflict. It asserts any political move should not
relinquish any of the basic rights of the Palestinians.

One can argue this document has undermined Hamas’ victory in the
legislative elections while at the same time subordinated Fateh’s defeat in the
elections, given the fact that this shift of power was difficult to accept by Fateh, the
USA, Europe, Israel, and even Arab governments.

The document was regarded by some people as a tool to kick Hamas out of
power through the referendum which was suggested, and then decided, by
President Abbas. The alternative, however, was to push Hamas to, implicitly,
recognize Israel. Hamas was aware of these objectives, and thus dealt responsibly
with the document. It was difficult for Fateh to return to government through the
document, or through the referendum which would never form an alternative to the
democratic and impartial elections.

The 'Prisoners Document' can be regarded as an achievement by all,
especially Hamas which began to form a base for its new role as a major player in
Palestinian policy-making. Moreover, the document is prudent for the Palestinian
cause, given it will form a political reference for any future moves, a reference that
is composed of all factions to reserve Palestinian national rights.
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""Beyond Haifa'", Hizbollah's war with Israel

his paper provides a factual background of the war on Lebanon and Hizbollah
Tin its early days. Through concrete developments and happenings on the

ground demonstrated by different aspects of the war, the paper argues that
new strategic realities and equations are being built that daily show Israel is no
longer the awesome military power that it once was in the Middle East. The paper
shows Israel's destructive capabilities on a defenseless country like Lebanon but
also examines the ability of a non-state actor like Hizbollah to put up stiff
resistance, hold the Israeli army at bay, and hit Israel in its strategic depth. The
conflict should be called the war on Israel but Lebanon took much destruction in
this war.

National Accord Document:
Winners and Losers

fter the Palestinian Legislative Election on 25" January 2006, in which
AHamas won a great victory, there have been dramatic developments in the

internal Palestinian arena. One of the challenges was the international and
financial siege, which imposed a great deal of pressure on the new Hamas
government. Another problem was the anarchy in Gaza, and to some extent the
West Bank, as a result of the defeat of Fateh and removal from government after
becoming a minority in the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC).

The Palestinians felt that there must be a way out of this crisis. The PLC and
Palestinian President Mahmood Abbas called for a national dialogue to establish a
common ground for the factions, especially Fateh and Hamas. The dialogue was
inaugurated on 25" May, and a number of initiatives were presented. Among those
was what is known as the "Prisoners' Document".

The document is one of the most important initiatives that aim at achieving
Palestinian unity to face the lIsraeli convergence plan, and seek an end to the
international siege on the Palestinian territories.

The document was considered important because it was drafted by the
prisoners who were active leaders of the Palestinian national movement, and who
have the reputation and experience as political leaders. Moreover, the document
came to redraw the Palestinian political map after the dramatic win of Hamas in
which it is expected to become a major player in the political life of the
Palestinians in the future.

The Prisoners Document can be seen as a way out of the crisis, marked by
confrontations between Hamas and Fateh in Gaza, and the rise of protests calling
for salaries and the stalemate in the political horizon. This document offers Hamas
a national programme for a breakthrough in the international position imposing a
fierce siege on the Palestinians.



English Abstracts 17

changing especially in regard to the justness of the Palestinian rights and
negotiations with Israel, the occupier.

The development of the Palestinian cause and the increase of international and
regional pressure on the Palestinian people and its national leaders require all
factions and movements, especially Fatah, to put its own personal interests aside
and stress on the democratic approach rather than adopt conflict-ridden measures
as a way of applying pressure on Hamas. Such is not in the higher interests of the
Palestinian people.

Iran: Consequences of a War

n air attack on Iran by Israeli or US forces would aim at setting back Iran’s
Anuclear program by at least five years. A ground offensive by the United

States to terminate the Iranian regime is not feasible given America's other
commitments in Irag and Afghanistan, and would not be attempted.

However, an air attack would involve the systematic destruction of research,
development, support and training centres for nuclear and missile programs and the
killing of as many technically competent people as possible.

A US attack, which would be larger than anything Israel could mount, involve
comprehensive destruction of Iranian air defence capabilities, and offensives to
pre-empt Iranian retaliation. This would require destruction of Iranian
Revolutionary Guard facilities close to Iraq and of regular or irregular naval forces
that could disrupt oil transit routes in the Gulf.

Although US or Israeli attacks would severely damage Iranian nuclear and
missile programmes, Iran would have many military methods at its disposal of
response in the coming months and years to use.

These would include the disruption of Gulf oil production and exports in spite
of American pre-emptive strikes, systematic support for insurgents in Iraq, and
encouraging associates in southern Lebanon to attack Israel. There would certainly
be considerable national unity in Iran in the face of military action by the United
States or Israel against it, including the formation of a revitalized Revolutionary
Guard.

One key response from Iran would be the determination to reconstruct a
nuclear programme and develop it rapidly into a nuclear weapons capability and a
withdrawal from the Non-Proliferation Treaty which Iran is a signatory to. This
would mean further attacks. A military operation against Iran would not, therefore,
be a short-term matter but would set in motion a complex and long-lasting
confrontation. It follows therefore that military action should be firmly ruled out
and alternative strategies developed.
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its support for the provisional government. Muslims constitute the majority among
Ethiopia's people who suffer under the rule of an authoritative minority.

The conflict in Somalia, now, is mainly between two players, 'Sharieh Courts'
with no foreign support, and the poor provisional power which enjoys international
backing for all parties to share in an open dialogue under Arab-African and UN
auspices, in addition to serious world community support to reconstruct Somalia.

Israel's Crimes Hides its Military and Security Failure!’

his report discusses "Operation Scattering Illusion” that was orchestrated near
Tthe Abu Salem Vine Crossing, while analyzing its results, consequences and

motives. It further highlights the Israeli aggression in the West Bank and
Gaza before the operation that included assassinating resistance leaders, and the
different massacres carried out against the Palestinian people with the one on the
Gaza beach getting prominence. The resistance faced the aggression by carrying
out a new operation on 25 June 2006.

It was carried out by three Palestinian factions and lead to the killing of two
Israeli soldiers, wounding seven others and destroying an Israeli tank. In turn, two
resistance leaders were killed while six others returned to Gaza with an Israeli
prisoner, Jlaad Shaleet. The report points out the factions were willing to exchange
the Israeli soldiers in turn for 1000 Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails.

The report also outlined the consequences of the Israeli invasion of Gaza
called Operation Summer Rains in which Israel kidnapped more than 60
Palestinian government officials and cut off electricity and water of the people
living in the Strip.

The report highlighted the fact that many in the Gaza Strip are suffering
because of such Israeli action, discussing the Arab and international reactions on
the formal and popular levels. The report has an appendix of the number of
Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails.

Fatah Needs a New Compass

fter the big win of Hamas in the last Palestinian Legislative Election in
AJanuary, 2006, all political parties and factions, especially in Palestine, have
been surprised at the Fatah position in seeking to frustrate all of Hamas's
programs as an elected government. Observers are now saying Fatah has lost its
political direction and compass as a result.
In a review of its perspectives since dominating the Palestinian political scene
since the 1960s, we find that Fatah positions and policies have been retreating and

2 This report addresses the Israeli aggression against the Gaza Strip until 15 July, 2006 and
prepared by Raada Abu Eid, research assistant in the Middle East Studies Center
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4. If it withdraws, America will not be able to intervene in the affairs of any other
country in the world.

B. Second Scenario: Withdrawal outside Iraqi cities:

This is an old scenario. It may reduce American losses, but it will clear the way for
sectarian militias to enter the field which may lead to a more devastating civil war.

C. Third Scenario: Gradual Withdrawal (Scheduled Withdrawal)

This scenario is adopted by several sides including Irag's Tawafuq Front, the Board
of Muslims Scholars, the National Dialogue Front, and others. The Americans are
refusing this scenario for the following reasons:

1. The withdrawal scheduling may encourage the Iraqi resistance to intensify their
attacks against American troops; and

2. The scheduling could not be announced unless the Iragi armed forces are ready
to take over the security task.

D. Fourth Scenario: (Achieving Task)

This is the scenario that the American administration has adopted. American
officials always emphasize that they will not leave Iraq until they achieve their task
in establishing a democratic, secure and a stable country.

Will Sharieh Courts Control all Somalia?

he report talks about Somalia's complicated issue, its unity and independence
Tfrom British and Italian colonization, and its aspiration to unify all of the

country's five provinces where one people of the same language and religion
live. Somalia was divided into zones ruled by militias, cliques and even bandits,
suffering from a seething and bleedy civil war.

No one party was able to control the capital, Mogadishu, during the 1990s and
until the early 2006, in spite of efforts by international and regional organizations,
and neighboring countries.

As a result of those efforts, however, a provisional government, a parliament
and a constitution were set up and created, but both institutions remained in exile
for reasons stated in the report.

The report reveals international support for the Somali warlords and the so-
called Coalition for Peace and Fighting Terrorism against the emerging power of
the 'Sharieh Courts’ movement which was established as an initiative by some
popular committees, religious scholars and businessmen. Those efforts and powers
united to form the Sharieh Courts Union which has been able to win popular
support and now control most of Somalia.

In addition, the report talks about the nature of Ethiopia's role and intervention
in Somali affairs, its occupation of the Ogadin province since the 19th century, and
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the Zionist entity, the development of oil prices, and the region's wars which have
become a source of exhaustion of oil revenues invested in banks in the West.

The report reviews the history of this issue after World War 11, the changes in
oil prices in a power game between western states and their oil companies
operating in the Arab world. Low oil prices were used for the benefit of industrial
firms and the game reached such a stage the U.S., threatened Arab countries if they
sought to raise oil prices.

Israeli existence in the region and the role it plays represents a strong bulwark
for America in the region. Israel strives to foster a strong and extending entity
while weakening the other countries in the region; and at the same time, the US
would utilize the area's huge wealth and keep its states weak and unable to protest
against low oil prices.

The report cites important steps taken by West's industrialized countries,
notably the US, to siege the region, and recontrol its oil prices, production and
revenues.

The Iragi Quagmire
American Confusion and Withdrawal Scenarios from Iraq

here is no doubt that the American administration is now in a serious
Tdilemma in Irag as their human and economic losses mount. Every day,

American soldiers are Killed, and their tanks and military vehicles are subject
to destruction. It seems the hand of the Iragi resistance is taller from what the
American administration expected.

First US Administrator in Iraq Paul I. Bremer says in his book "My Year in
Irag™: "It seems that the lragi insurgency movement is harder than what we
thought."”

Now many Americans are asking the Bush administration to withdraw
American soldiers from Irag. Democrats in the U.S. Congress are pressing heavily
to legislate a resolution for withdrawal from Irag.

Now, after more than three years into the invasion, more than 2500 Americans
soldiers have lost their lives in Irag and more than $200 billion have been spent,
but after all that what are the scenarios of withdrawal?

A. First Scenario: Prompt withdrawal:
This scenario faces many objections:

1. Prompt withdrawal means the American administration loses its war against
terrorism since it considers Iraqg as the main front for terrorist activity.

2. And also how would the American administration explain the invasion and its
losses?

3. The USA would lose its position as leader in what is seen as a unipolar world.
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Finally, the dialogue dealt with the international side of the confrontation,
international policies to the Israeli aggression, and of possible American retreat in
the face of strategic change in the Arab-Israeli balance.

e Reports

External Challenges Facing Jordan

he external environment affects the internal policy of any state. Because of
Ther location, Jordan is greatly affected by the surrounding political events

which have a great impact on its internal decision-making process. The
Kingdom serves as a role model for the small state surrounded by an environment
of regional instability.

During the course of debate on the dangers facing Jordan and Egypt it was
suggested Israel poses the greatest danger to these states because of her ambitions
and expansionist plans in the region despite the many agreements and conventions
signed between it and a number of Arab states but which it has failed to commit to.

On the Palestinian issue, Israel tries to exploit the existing special relationship
between Jordan and Palestine to execute its expansionist plans for it wants to take
the land and establish a state on all of the territory of Palestine.

As to the American occupation of Irag, the embargo on that country which
lasted for 10 years turned it from a politically, economically and militarily strong
state into a weak one. The American occupation that started in 2003 is leading to
the pilfering of Irag's resources, the weakening of its people and the dissipation of
its national resolve. Israel is taking advantage of this to create greater sectarian
strife especially regarding the Kurdish issue.

The report addresses the American intervention in Arab countries, the opening
of different files and projects such as the "The Greater Middle East Project”,
political and economic reform, and the fighting of terrorism to try to redraw the
region's map in favor of American and Israel's interests which will have
tremendous political and economic impact on Jordan.

The report shows Jordan faces different external challenges; it is the most
affected country by the surrounding threats needing the activation of joint Arab
action and the creation of a new framework for greater Arab cooperation. In the
last decades the Kingdom always believed in strengthening Arab relations as
elements of its own strength for an integrated society that has the ability to faces
external challenges and stand steadfast against them.

Israel, the Police Keeping US interests in the Arab Region

he report discusses the strong relationship between the United States and
I Israel, based on American interests in the Arab region, especially those
related to oil. The report clarifies this relationship since the establishment of
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Participants discussed the nature of the European role and the extent of US
influence upon it; the Arab role in creating an environment to win European
support; effective components, such as power (of various parties), interests and
international bias towards Israel.

It was asserted by participants that the main role should be played by the
Arabs themselves. They suggested some important factors that should be
reinforced such as the prevailing ideological and geographic factors; the idea of a
united European stand, especially that of the leading European states and their
partial detachment from some unified positions; possible Arab switching of their
investments to the Euro Area, away from the dollar; and Arab offers for Arab-
European partnerships.

Finally, participants came to a conclusion that changing the European position
is possible through Arab pressure on Europe itself and on the USA by pointing out
to the foreign interest issue in the Arab world, and through defining a unified Arab
vision and position towards the Palestinian issue.

e Interview

Strategic Dimensions of Resistance Programs in Palestine
and Lebanon on the Israeli Military and Security Strategy

irector of the Middle East Studies Center, Mr. Jawad Al-Hamad conducted a
Dtelephone interview with Egyptian strategic military expert, General Tal'at
Musalam on 17, July, 2006.

The interview dealt with nature of the confrontation between lIsrael and
HizbAllah in the north, and between Israel and Hamas and other Palestinian
resistance factions, in the south; and whether such confrontation was tactical or had
a strategic dimension. The extended dialogue investigated the reasons for the
escalation and its impact on Israel itself and its new government.

Other questions dealt with the potentials of both parties in the war and the
extensive use of aerial bombardment by lIsrael in the light of international and
regional dismay, of the issue of widening the so-called land war and of other
military considerations. The issue of people's endurance in the confrontation and
role of the resistance and performance proved very topical for analytical debate.

The dialogue, also a discussed a possible widening of the confrontation, its
regional extent, and impact of surprises Israel met in Gaza and south Lebanon. It
was believed that the spiraling confrontation will now force Israel to reconsider its
strategies and its ability to open a wider regional front would be hindered.

In addition, the telephone encounter focused on the nature of the present
confrontation within the Arab-Israeli context, future prospects, its regional
dimensions and a review of military strategies by Israel.
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and political flexibility than its outside leadership. Indeed, insiders remain strongly
committed to the Hamas charter, regarding all of Palestine as their homeland, just
as outsiders do.

What are the prospects for the Israeli peace movement?

The Israeli peace movement seems ready to support talking to a Hamas
government. Israeli society is becoming less militaristic, more supportive of ending
conflict and of a unilateral formula.

What would be the US standing in the region if Olmert proceeds with his
"Final borders" plan?

If he does so, with US support—as the plan includes East Jerusalem in the
final borders—Washington would face a tough dilemma, and its standing in the
Middle East would be harmed at a time of its bad days in Irag.

Is there a way to solve the thorny issues of Jerusalem, boarders and refugees?

Jerusalem is the most problematic aspect of the Olmert Plan, it is a central
issue in the hearts of Palestinians and Arabs. Meanwhile the region remains
plagued by considerable uncertainty. There seems no intention by Israel or the US
to resolve the conflict in the near future.

e Seminar

Europe and the Palestinian Issue:
Between the Independent Historical Position
and US, Israeli Pressures
The symposium dealt with four main topics:

1) The European determinant position and its main components towards the
Palestinian issue (1990-2006).

2) The importance of the European position among international policies
concerning the Palestinian issue and its impact on Palestinian people rights;

3) The American and Israeli pressures on Europe to form its position towards the
Palestinian issue (2000-2006); and

4) Trends of change and firmness in the European position and possible factors of
impact at the Palestinian, Arab, international and Israeli levels (2006-2007).

! The symposium was held at the Middle East Studies Center (MESC) on 16 June 2006.
Participants were: Dr Abdulfattah Al-Rashdan, Profossor of Political Science at Mu'ta
university, Dr. Ahmad Burssan, Lecturer in Political Science at Al-Hussein University;
Dr. Mahmood. Meqdadi, Lecturer in Political Science at Al Al-Bait University; and Mr.
Jawad Al-Hamad, director of MESC. The dialogue was coordinated by Dr Ahmad
Saeed Nofal, Professor of Political Science at Yarmouk University.
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The Hamas government now speaks of taking Gaza out of the Paris
Agreement and opening trade links with Egypt. The movement and its leaders do
not expect holding talks with Israel in the near future as something that will
achieve balanced power equation for Palestinians who do not find any real
differences between Israeli leftists and rightists. But they do paint a confident
picture of Hamas's political standing in the Middle East with support from many
prominent political figures in the Arab world. At the international level, Hamas
believes in cooperation with other peoples that are not in conflict. Some of the
questions answered by Hamas leaders:

Palestinian-Israeli relations have never been worse based on hard line policies
and raising vital questions: Will the Hamas government be able to exert its control
over the whole of West Bank and Gaza?

This would not be easy for the Fateh movement felt humiliated by the election
results. A confrontation between Fateh and Hamas would not be easily won by the
former, as the latter have 5000 trained fighters and the support of about a third of
the Fateh-led security forces of 60000. But in addition to Fateh's weak political
position and internal divisions, Hamas may face a problem in the West Bank
because of weaker support and the presence of Israeli forces.

How would Israel and the international community react to Hamas's attempt
to establish a PA government?

The Kadima-led government in Israel and US might be happy with such an
attempt. The European Union may prefer for Gaza to have direct and strong links
with Egypt and EU itself. Olmert may give Hamas a chance and let aid come from
non-Western countries, and leave the Paris Agreement aside.

Will Hamas be able to cooperate with Egypt and other Arab and world
countries?

Egypt and Jordan are some of the few Arab states that have peace agreements
with Israel. At the political level, Egypt may be more ready than Jordan to support
and work with Hamas leaders.

What would happen to relations between the residents of Gaza and the West
Bank if a Hamas government pursues a Gaza-First course?

Such a move would have broad ramifications. Gaza's economy might be more
linked to Egypt than to Israel. Gaza's politics might become more attuned with
Cairo than with Ramallah or Jerusalem. Ties with the West Bank would be left for
future.

What are the prospects of Palestinian women and Christians?

Hamas is quite different from the Taliban and Al Qaeda, including that of its
attitude to women. Hamas pays a lot of attention to women's affairs and their role
in social activities, including education. Hamas leaders have assured Christians
they do not seek to curtail or impose any restrictions on their lifestyles including
the availability of alchohol.

Are Hamas "insiders" more flexible than the Diaspora-based leadership?

When Hamas decided to enter "tahdi'eh”, then elections, outside analysts
began speculating that Hamas inside Palestine was ready for greater pragmatism
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be able to prevent any party from getting control of the oil revenues or oilfields or
arms, and prevent the Arab regions from becoming a safe haven for Al Qaeda.

Military disengagements require a serious military and diplomatic strategy,
starting with a campaign to remind other nations of US interest in Iraq and the
Gulf. American military planners should develop strategies to defend Irag. With 18
months to withdraw, the US military should train an Iragi army capable of large-
scale operations. If needed, small US special force contingents can be attached to
principal Iragi units.

Once US ground forces leave Irag, many Sunni Arabs may no longer tolerate
the presence of foreign fighters. America should be able to buy allies among the
Sunnis. Shiite and Kurds may also see that they have interest in Sunni Arab
cooperation. Neighboring countries will have strong interest in strictly controlling
their borders to prevent insurgents from flowing into Irag.

During an 18 month interval, Iragi government and security forces will be
able to focus on improving their capability and take defensive and offensive
measures and American forces may not need to withdraw during the first 12
months. However, and after leaving, their presence will still be in the Gulf to offer
any assistance.

Hamas's Next Step
Finding the Road to Palestine

amas achieved an overwhelming victory in the last Palestinian parliamentary
H polls in January 2006. Soon afterwards the U.S., and its allies confronted
Hamas with "three demands" to recognize Israel's right to exist, affirm
commitment to all international agreements made by Fateh, and renounce violence.

Interviewing key leaders in the Hamas movement, they asserted Israel should
recognize Palestinian rights and right to all territories occupied in 1967 to pave the
way for an agreement with Israel. Foreign Minister Mahmood Al Zahaar put
domestic issues rather than international affairs at the top of the Hamas agenda. He
and Palestinian Prime Minister Ismael Hania are among the remaining few Hamas
leaders after Israeli missiles assassinated many of them including the spiritual
leader of the movement Sheikh Ahmed Yassin.

Strong religious faith is helping Hamas remain focused on its goals in spite of
Israel's lethal attacks. Hamas's unilateral cessation of attacks against Israel since
March 2005 as the movement saw Israel's withdrawal from Gaza as a victory to the
steadfastness of the resistance should be noted.

Although the Paris Agreement delineated a single "customs envelop” and
gave complete freedom of trade between Israel and PA controlled areas, in practice
Israel continues to maintain tight control on such trade, and destroying key
elements of the Palestinian economy.
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But among the external challenges is Arab national security which is affected
by US and Israel's influence and ownership of weapons of mass destruction.

Internal economic and social challenges include foreign debt as Arab
economies, beginning from the 1990s, started to suffer from strong foreign
pressures and challenges that negatively effected moves towards Arab economic
integration. Such pressures and challenges worsened as globalization became the
name of the game for the U.S., and its hegemony over both the developed and
developing countries.

This new international environment posed much challenges to the Arab world
to start its own institutional and economic reform to avoid the negative impacts of
globalization and harvest the expected benefits from such changes and contribute
to their merger in the world economy. But decision-makers have to be careful of
such a trend because it leads to short-comings in Arab economy performance and
to exhaustion of Arab funds in favor of foreign laborers working in the Arab
countries.

Exit Strategy
How to disengage form Iraq in 18 months

he United States needs a new strategy to remove most of the American and
I allied army units out of Irag within 18 months, based on US interest, and with
the least military, economic and political costs.

The US army faces much insurgence, mainly from the remnants of the Ba'th
regime and Iragi fundamentalist Islamists in league with foreign terrorists and
support of some of the Sunni Arab community in the country. Their strength is now
three or four times what it was in the Autumn of 2003 (just after the war on Iraq),
and increasing.

The American presence is invoking resistance and reducing Iragi government
incentives to take steps to combat it. The situation becomes worse because of Iragi
political leaders of Sunnis, Kurds and Shiites, who are unwilling to reach hard
compromises as long as America remains in Irag. Neighboring countries are
appearing to be looking the other way as some of their young people are traveling
to Iragq where they may die.

A civil war may brake out in that country which the US must try to end as
soon as possible to deflect the possibility of Al Qaeda sympathizers from coming
to power in the country. If a civil war escalates as US forces withdraw, it is likely
to come to a political stalemate, and this is what Washington should aim at.

This outcome should be a starting point for a political compromise by the
three Iraqi parties, Kurds, Shiites and Arab Sunnis, based on the creation of a loose
federal structure in which the three parties may be induced to support a weak
central state whose principal purpose would be to defend Iraq diplomatically from
its neighbors while the US ensures the country remain independent. The US should
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e Research

New challenges Face the Arab World

his study presents the many internal and external challenges facing the Arab
world, which have clearly affected performance of this regional system.
These challenges may be summarized as follows:

The Arab world faces many internal and external challenges which, among
other things, clearly affect the internal stability of the Arab countries and their
institutions. Internal challenges include political, security, economic and social
dimensions. Issues of political reform, democratization, human rights and dealing
with extremism and violence, are among the most salient of the internal challenges,
but varying in degrees among Arab states.

A clear conflicting relationship is noted between the effects of extremism and
violence, on the one hand, and the paths of democratic change and the preservation
of human rights on the other. Political reform and democracy are the only way out.
Both guarantee peaceful development of society and state in most Arab countries,
as communities have there lived for more than half a century under emergency
rules, deprivation of rights and freedoms, weak partnerships, and the lack of
mechanisms for organization.

Food security and water security are among the most important of the Arab
economic and social challenges. The water crisis, especially, has become a critical
issue in the political and economic sphere in the Arab region, and may constitute a
crisis for regional conflicts. Other issues include poverty, and mal-distribution of
national income, where more than two-thirds of the population are in countries
with low-income, and more than 70 million Arabs live under the poverty line.

Unemployment is a serious problem in the Arab world, relating to weak
economic performance, bad development orientation and weak educational training
programs, and a situation requiring deep economic reform and open market paths.

Among external challenges are security and political threats which constitute
the gravest of issues in the Arab regional system. No individual Arab country can
confront such challenges or have remedies for them, as they require collective Arab
effort and potentials. Arab governments have adopted positive attitudes towards the
international war on terrorism, but also call for a distinction with legitimate
resistance against occupation and state terrorism.

By the end of the cold war, and upon US participation as main sponsor in the
Middle East peace process, and according to the 1991 Madrid Conference,
Washington began raising the democratic motto in the region as the new guarantee
against threats of imbalance, and dangers of Islamic fundamentalism. Democracy is
seen as a guarantee to peace, and aims at a new Middle East with Israel as a
regional party to with normalized relations with the rest of the Arab countries.
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operations. Of special importance was the fighters success in persistently launching
missiles and rockets on Israel in spite of the enemy's continuous air raids and
artillery shelling, guided by satellites and other advanced technologies.

By their rockets and missiles, the resistance accomplished a great victory in
penetrating Israel's air security shields as it failed to stop these objects from landing
on their cities, towns, settlements and villages. Such rockets and missiles
consistently broke through enemy lines.

The resistance, also, relatively succeeded in neutralizing helicopters by firing
wing developed missiles against them. Six Israeli helicopters were brought down,
and, as a result, such planes were lightly used on the Lebanese front.

The success of the resistance also lay in deterring the Israelis from achieving
an upper hand in their invasion of Lebanese and Palestinian territories, and in
foiling their attempted redeployments to resistance lines, a situation that happened
in both settings.

The resistance problematic on both fronts lay in the imbalance in the political
processes and land military confrontation. This came as a result of UN resolutions
imposed by the United States; pressure by Arab officials who feared confrontation
with Israel; and/or through local powers which, for political, economic or
intellectual reasons, do not support the programs of the resistance.

Thus victory is minimized and the enemy's material and human losses are
mostly kept largely unreported especially by the Israeli censors. They give no
significance to the resistance movement's main role in gaining freedom, dignity and
independence, and for forcing the enemy's withdrawal as a result of accumulating
losses, as happened in south Lebanon in the year 2000, and Gaza, in 2005.

Both on the Lebanese and Palestinian fronts, the resistance accomplished
military victories over the Israelis. Their gains were accumulated, forcing the
Israelis to withdraw and review their policies of occupation. These resistance
movements, thus, made it inevitable for Arab politicians to gain a political victory
over their Israeli counterpart. And such accomplishments created new balance of
forces and deterrence and impelling Israelis to review their strategies.

The resistance and political leaders in Palestine and Lebanon, therefore, have
to perceive these facts and act accordingly when dealing with their countries'
issues. They should ignore agitation and false rumors spread by people who have
different orientations or goals incompatible with the objectives of the resistance.
The future will reinforce the outcome of the resistance victory and its accumulated
struggles no matter how hard the realities are obscured.
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e Editorial

Confrontation with Israel
and the Victory of the Resistance

n Israel's southern and northern fronts, recent confrontations between its

armed forces with the Lebanese and Palestinian resistance fighters, have

created qualitative jumps in the dynamics of the balance of forces and
deterrence in the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The stiff resistance surprised the Israeli occupation forces that previously had
a reputation for great field combat capabilities, diverse tactical methods, military
skill and high morale. The recent field war operations have called for revision of
the military equations as the Lebanese resistance won an exceptional victory over
Israelis while the Palestinians aborted Zionist plans of continuous aggression.

The victory of the resistance does not necessarily mean gaining an
overwhelming triumph and inflecting a direct Israeli military defeat however it
clarifies two points:

- The resistance fighters have proved successful in their steadfastness and
confrontation, particularly in tactical mobile combat operations against a huge
enemy, armed with the most up-to-date and sophisticated technologies. Resistance
fighters were able to apply guerilla warfare to continue the battle and thwart the
enemy through different tactics to destroy their capabilities, and force them to
surrender and even flee from battle.

- The development of the resistance ability to inflict great losses among Israeli
forces, penetrating their strong defenses, and hitting Israel's vital civil, military and
industrial sites, a first time development on such a scale that is having a great deal
of psychological impact.

How the Resistance Won

In Lebanon and Palestine, victory against Israel was achieved on many levels.
Resistance fighters' military operations against enemy forces, particularly on land
were far more superior. The triumph was realized through the Palestinian
"scattered Illusion” operation on 25 June 2006, east of Gaza, and the Lebanese
"True Promise" operation, on 12 July 2006, in north Palestine where Israeli forces
suffered many causalities and including the capture of two of its soldiers by
Lebanese resistance fighters. The resistance in Palestine and Lebanon was able to
absorb the enemy's land and air bombing, and succeeded in mobilizing popular
support in spite of the war crimes by the enemy.

Resistance fighters, too, showed their potentials in using all their available
weapons during battles, and were able to thwart the enemy plans and military
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