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 

سية والاجتماعيـة والاقتـصادية     تقبل المجلة البحوث التي تعالج قـضايا التحـولات الـسيا           . ١
ستراتيجية في منطقة الشرق الأوسط، وقضايا العالم ذات الأثر على الـشرق الأوسـط،              والا

والتقارير الموجزة عن الأحداث الجارية، والندوات والمؤتمرات المتخصـصة فـي شـؤون          
  .الشرق الأوسط ومتعلقاتها الدولية

  .مقدمة للنشر في مكان آخرتكون  ألاو يشترط في الدراسة ألا تكون قد نشرت سابقاً . ٢
غ الباحث بقرار هيئـة  تخضع الدراسات والبحوث للتحكيم العلمي المتعارف عليه عالمياً، ويبلَّ         . ٣

  .م البحثمن تسلّأشهر التحرير خلال ثلاثة 
 لغة كانت دون الحاجـة      ة وبأي ،منه بأي شكل    أو جزءٍ  ،يحق للمجلة إعادة نشر البحث كاملاً      . ٤

  .إلى استئذان الكاتب
٥ . ر الأبحاث والمقالات المنشورة عن رأي أصحابها، ولا تمثـل بالـضرورة وجهـة نظـر                تعب

  .الدورية أو المؤسسات التي تصدرها
٦ . منح صاحب البحث مكافأة رمزية في حال موافقة هيئة التحرير على نشره بعد إجازته مـن                ي

  .التحكيم العلمي
  .حث سيرته الذاتية مع البحثيرفق البا . ٧
 كلمـة لكـل     ٤٠٠ بما لا يزيد عن      ،يرفق الباحث ملخصاً باللغتين العربية والإنجليزية لبحثه       . ٨

  .منهما
 )DISK or CD(قرص على IBM /  Officeنظام بتقدم البحوث مطبوعة على الكمبيوتر  . ٩

  . آخرهتين، وتكون الهوامش أسفل الصفحات والمراجع في نسختين ورقيمرفقةً مع 
 ٧٠٠على   كلمة، ومراجعة الكتاب     ٦٥٠٠على  لا يزيد حجم المقالات البحثية المقبولة للنشر         . ١٠

  . كلمة٢٦٠٠ على، والتقرير كلمة
  .ةالمنشورالمادة  وخمس نسخ من مستلة ،يتم تزويد الباحث بنسختين من المجلة . ١١
م بإعادتها إلـى    المجلة غير ملزمة بنشر كل ما يصلها من بحوث أو مراجعات كتب، ولا تلتز              . ١٢

  .أصحابها
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







 
 





 


 
 

 



–٣٨  
  











 









 




 


 




 


 



 

 
  









 







 


 

 












  
 



 

 
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 

 
١٣

 

 





 


 


 

  
 


  

 


 


 
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١٤




 




 


 


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 






 








 
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



 

 
٢٣







 






 






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

 



 




 
 















 


 
 


 
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 
٢٧




 

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 

 
  


 



 

 





 



 

 
٢٩


 








   




 
 
 





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

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  


  
 


 


 





 


  












 



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 
٣١





  




 

 










 


 






  





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
 








 




 
 

 


 


  


''


 
  

 
 

                                                 
1 



 

 
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


 
 
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
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 


 


 
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
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 
٣٥




 
  
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
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
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  
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

  

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





 





 
 

 ''''


 
'' 


  

 

 

 



 


                                                 
1  
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
 


 

 

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
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
 
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
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 
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
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 
 
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 
 
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

 

          
          

           
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1

 
2

 
3 



 
 
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

         

     لإ   
      لا      

 


          

لأ
  


لأ 

           
   


لالإ

لأ
لا 

           
        لا   



                                                           
1لالأ

لآلأ


 



 –٣٨  
 

٥٠


          
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1

  
2 

 
3 

 



 
 
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


     
 

– –
            

          
          

  
 

           



 

      
         

          
         


 

                                                           
1 

  
2

  
3 



 –٣٨  
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–
       

 –     
 

           
         

 


 

         
  

            



             


  –

– 

                                                           
1


 




–
–  

2
 



 
 

٥٥

       
     

           
        




 

        
       
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 –٣٨  
 

٦٢


لأ

لإ
لألإلأ لإ

 

         لإ  
        

لإ 

           
         


          
    


       لأ   
   لإ    

  لأ        
          

 


     

 

                                                           
1لإ

 
2 



 
 

٦٣

          



         لإ

 

– 


 

        


–
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
             


 

   



    

 

    –   
         

 
– 

 

       
 

  

                                                           
1


  

2Details in: Charles Kestenbaum and Others, Saudi Arabia's Accession to The WTO: Is 
A "Revolution" Brewing, Middle East Policy, vol. XIII, Vo. 1, Spring 2006, PP,1-41. 
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 
 

 
 

        
 

       
        

 

 
 

 – 
 


         ––

       


      
     
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          
–
   –     


 

 

          


 

     
 

            
 

         
  


 



 
 

٦٩

          



      

 

 
 

             
          

 

   –


           


 


          


          

 
         

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لإ
 

                                                           
1لإ

492000 
#8html.3page/0020-09-2000/09/04/contents.com.alriyadh.www 

2لإ24319992324 
3139 



 
 
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 
لأ 

–  
–  لأ

   
لأ 

– 
لإ

لإ 
– 

         
        

 
      


 

         


   
––

     
          

                                                           
1لألأ

69200432 



 –٣٨  
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
 

   
       –   –

––
 

         
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–  
3 

 
 


 



 –٣٨  
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
 

          
 

          
         

 
 


  

 
 


            
 

 
           

 


         
 

                                                           
1 


 – 

  



 
 
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


           Cost – 

sharing  
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
–

           
Non –application clause

             
 

           





                                                           
1 
2 



 –٣٨  
 

٨٢

            –
 

           
   

         – 
       –  

            
     

 

 

    

           
   

     
 

         


            
 

                                                           
1–

 
 

2 



 
 

٨٣
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  
     

        


         


   
          

           
 –

 –      
 


             

 
 

–
–
          
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
 

            
         

          


          
          

  
 


 

     
          
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 








 

                                                           
* 



 –٣٨  
 






 





 




 






 

 



 


 


 



  
 




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 



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







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






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

 



 








 





 



  
 









 









 






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 


 



  
 












 


 



 

 






 




 









 –٣٨  
 



 




 








 







 










 


 



  
 



 







 





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
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




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

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




 




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
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 











 







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  
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

 








 








 








 







 



 –٣٨  
 









 




 
- 

-  
- 

 
- 




 

•  

• 
 

• 


 



  
 



• 
 

 









 











 





 

                                                           
1 



 –٣٨  
 








 





 




 

 




 




 

 




                                                           
1 



  
 





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

 





 




 









 







  
 




 

 






 




 



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




 

 












 –٣٨  
 






 





 













 








 






  
 









 





–





 

 



 





 








 –٣٨  
 






 





 










 













 



  
 






 



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 
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



 
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



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
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
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
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
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










 



–

 







 



  
 



 








 





 


 


–
















 



 –٣٨  
 


















 





 


















  
 




 

















 
















 



 –٣٨  
 



 





–






 



 



  
 

١٢٩

 


–


 
  




 





 


 










                                                           
 



 –٣٨  
 
١٣٠

 
  


 

 


 









 


 

–








 





  
 

١٣١


 










 


  






 

 
Siemens




 





 



 –٣٨  
 
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 
 

  

 
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
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
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 




 








 
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 
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 



 

 
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 

 
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 
1www.cia.gov68,688,433

($569.9)
70.413,958)$584.5) 

2
http://www.kitabat.com/i21574.htm 

3……
www.al-majalla.com/ListNews.asp?NewsID=1067&MenuID=26&&Ordering=6 

4 …… 

http://www.cia.gov
http://www.kitabat.com/i21574.htm
http://www.al-majalla.com/ListNews.asp?NewsID=1067&MenuID=26&&Ordering=6
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    

            
 


 

           
 

                                                           
 



 –٣٨  
 
١٤٨


              


 

  



     –   

 Steve Behrendt   
 

 


   

          
 

      
 Henriksen Waage





 




        
 



  
 

١٤٩

          
 

  
       

          
    

 

           
    


 


        

        
 

         


            
      

 

 


          




 –٣٨  
 
١٥٠

 
 

           
 

          
 


         
            

        
            

 

         
            

          
 

        
          

 

 


           
 



  
 

١٥١





 

           
 

      
        




 

           


           


    
– 

 
 


            

 –
 



 –٣٨  
 
١٥٢

             
– 

 


 

            
         


          

           
 

   
 


 

 

            


 

   


 

      




  
 

١٥٣


 

         


           
 


          

 

          
            

            
         

 




 

         
        


            

 


          



 –٣٨  
 
١٥٤

          
 

          
       

 


          

     
 


           


 


  


 




 


           

  
 



  
 

١٥٥


     

            
         

      
 


  –

   – 
          

 

         
             

 




 

        
     


  

    
            

          – 
 



 –٣٨  
 
١٥٦



          

 

         
  

            
 

      



           

        
              


–

        
 

   


           
 


 



  
 

١٥٧


 


          

          
 



  

 

 
 



  
 



 







 





 


  



  

  



   
 



  

 






 





 

 



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   
 




 

 
 

 



 


 




 

 



 

-
 

 


 

  
 

– 



 –٣٨  
 



 

 




 
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


 
 



   
 



  
 

  
 

 
 





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



  


. 



  

 
 

  
  ! 

 
  

  حنان قنديل. د
  

 خضير أمانى أحمد. د

  
  أسيرى عبدالرضا على. د

  
  نجوى إبراهيم. د

 
  

  داليا عبدالقادر. د
 

… 
 

.  
' ' 

 
 

  



  
 



  حلقة نقاش

 
 






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





 
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





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 









 





 




 




 


 












  
 












 




 
 















 


 



 –٣٨  
 











 





 







 


 


 









  
 




 




  




   




 


 


 



  





  

  

  

  

  

 
  

  



  

  



  
 



 
 





 




 
  


 




 
  





  

 



 ٣٨ 
  












 





 





 





 


 


 
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Role of Uprising in Resisting Israeli occupation: 
Prospects of a 3rd Intifada looms 

symposium was held by the Middle East Studies Center (MESC) on 9 
December 2006, on the "Palestinian intifada's role in ending the Israeli 
occupation". 

Participants regarded the Intifada as a basic milestone in the struggle against 
occupation. The first Intifada, which started in December 1987, saw a popular 
unified support. But inter- Palestinian disagreements by faith and harness, in 
addition to regional and international interference aborted it. 

The Al Aqsa Intifada, which started on 29 September 2000, exchanged the stone 
for weapons and resistance, both Intifadas together formed a framework for the 
nature of the Palestinian struggle; an arm to threaten occupation and exert pressure 
on Arabs and the world, a strategic transformation in resistance operations and in 
Palestinian social change; a gateway for Hamas and retreat for Fateh. 

Hamas leader, Khalid Mishal, gave the world six months (until 2007 early 
summer) to achieve complete Israeli withdrawal and recognition of the independent 
Palestinian state, otherwise Hamas would lead the people in a third Intifada. 

An MESC symposium in November 2005 anticipated the outbreak of a third 
Intifada within the next five years, that would be the final one, leading to the 
achievements of Palestinian interim aims. 

It would use the methods of both two former uprisings. Participants in the latest 
workshop give a number of recommendation, most prominent are about: 

Israeli likely methods and policies in the light of their practices during the first 
two Intifadas: Mass punishments, political assassination, imprisonment or offering 
political projects to weaken popular support of Intifada. 

The Intifada's use of developed methods to influence Israeli and international 
public opinion. 

A united Palestinian engagement in the Intifada; and The provision of an 
official and popular Arab support for Palestinians in the face of Zionist terrorism. 

A 
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• Seminars Workshop 

Arab policies necessary to 
Support Palestinian issue 

workshop was held in Beirut, on 24-5-2006, by the international Lebanese 
university and Middle East studies center (MESC). Participants asserted 
importance of developing anew vision to direct the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Discussion centered on the following subjects: 

Policies and programs suggested with regard to Arab popular and official 
dimension. 

At popular level: participants agreed on importance of putting Arab policies to 
solve problems with the west and effective powers in the Arab region. They 
noticed significance of oil, migrant Arab capacities, absence of democracy, the 
need for mobilizing capacities in light of clear material and human potentials, 
development of an Arab revival project, and future of Palestinian and Lebanese 
resistance movements. 

At official level: participants emphasized that Arab- Israeli conflict is an Arab- 
western dispute and completion. They suggested programs and policies to guide 
possible scenarios of Arab- Israeli conflict up to 2015. among them are: 
encouraging local reform, holding conciliation between main trends, activation of 
Arab productivity potentials, deciding an Arab vision to face the Zionist project, 
and stressing the Arab dimension of Palestinian resistance. 

suggested policies and programs: 
Participants centered on Palestinian situation and independence of their decision 

at the presence of Hamas in the government. They called for re-construction of 
PLO as a national liberation movement, on the basis of a unified struggle program. 

Some participants emphasized importance of the refugee issue and their right to 
return, the Arab and Islamic depth of the Palestinian issue, activation of 
information media in service of the issue, and tight connections with Palestinians 
abroad. 

The workshop members discussed policed and programs related to Arab- Israeli 
conflict along the next ten years. They suggested some proposals to develop Arab 
potentials and encourage resistance movement, activation of reform programs, 
development of Arab weight and influence over international system, and exerting 
pressure on US to modify its policies towards the conflict. 

The workshop is a part of a program under the leader ship of MESC to develop 
Arab policies and programs in handling the Arab- Israeli struggle. 

A 
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With Arab countries, Iran had had tense relations after its Islamic Revolution in 
1979, but they improved under the rule of the reformers in Tehran. Turkish 
relations, on the other side, improve from time to time, according to Turkish and 
international political developments. 

The Gulf Arab countries prefer stronger ties with Turkey. Arab fears of Iraq 
partition and Persian ambitions, and the likely rise of the so-called "Shiite 
Crescent", gives Iran a role in influencing the Arab Middle East, far less than 
Turkey which enjoys political, economic and historical factors in this. 

Peace in The Middle East Beyond 2006 
he paper deals with books written about Oslo and the peace process since 
the Madrid Peace Conference after 1991. Since 2000, up to 40 books have 
been written on the peace process and negotiations, and this paper highlights 

some of the literature that has been written. 

Despite the fact that peace negotiations have been effectively at a standstill 
since the second Intifada in the year 2000, academics, experts, ex-officials, Israelis, 
Americans, Europeans and some Arabs continued to write books about the nature 
of diplomatic negotiations. 

The paper shows the vibrancy of writings from across the globe range from 
academics in Norway, to the United States, and Israel. "The secret Israeli-
Palestinian Negotiations in Oslo" by Steve Behrendt, is a testament to what 
academics think they can learn about peace-making process. And in his book 
"Peace-making is a Risky Business: Norway's Role in the Peace Process in the 
Middle East", the Norwegian Henriksen Waage, examines politics of peace and 
neutral states power to bring parties to talks. 

Whilst Norway and more so the United States are leading the literary 
production, it is Israeli academics and Jewish writers that have been particularly 
interested in writing whether in the form of documentary writing, analysis or in the 
memoir form. 

It appears that they have taken the lull in the peace process to "recharge" as it 
were their political establishment, in the hope that once the train of negotiations 
starts again, their political cadre, officials, and diplomats would be up-to-date and 
ready. 

The proliferation of books on Oslo, peace negotiations, the diplomatic style, the 
relations from around the world suggests however that nearly everyone is 
interested in the different tracks of peace and the paper is about that interest. 

T 



 Middle Eastern Studies Journal No. 38 
 
10 

The Russian agreement for building the Bushahr nuclear plant accounts for 800 
million dollars, in addition to jobs for about 10000 Russian experts and the possible 
building of more plants. Iran, at the same time is an important trade partner with 
China and Russia. Iranian oil is very important to China. 

On the other hand, Iran is a prominent market for Russian and Chinese arms. 

Against this background, three are two main scenarios for Iran future nuclear 
issue: 

Iran may limit its nuclear power for peaceful uses, as Iranians assert. In such a 
case, Russian and Chinese support would not stand, and the US is likely to refrain 
from using power against Iran. 

Iran may militarily develop its nuclear power, leading to lower level of Russian 
and Chinese support and the rise in US pressure. 

The first scenario will be most likely in the near future. But Iran cannot 
postpone its possession of nuclear arms for a ling time, where it would consolidate 
its power and regional position. 

In this case, Arab countries have a pressing need to develop an Arab strategy for 
the region's future; otherwise they would be left out in the cold. 

Arabian national interest 
with Iran and Turkey's Balance Roles 

he author gives a brief analysis for both Iran and Turkey's possible roles in 
Iran, Palestine, Lebanon and Arab relations. 

Since its occupation by the US in 2003, Iraq has been an arena for 
foreign intervention, notably by Iran and Turkey. The Turks have an important role 
in Iraq through their support of Turkmans, Arab Sunnis and moderate Shiites, to 
keep Iraq united, against Kurds and some Shiites who call for the partition of Iraq. 

Iran would gain the most in the case of Iraqi partition, for its close links with the 
political and religious Shiite elite. Iran, also, has good ties with the Kurds and 
therefore would have a better chance in the case of Iraqi partition. 

At the level of Palestine, both Iran and Turkey try to play a political role and 
influence in the decision making. Turkey has close old relations and remarkable 
economic links with Israel. Ankara tries to build positive ties with the Arab and 
Islamic neighboring countries, and support Palestinian rights enabling it to have a 
likely role in the peace process. 

Iran, on the other side, supports the Islamic Jihad movement, and Hamas at a 
smaller level. But it reveals strong opposition to Israel. The political realities of 
balanced Turkish links with the Palestinian movements, and friendly relations with 
Israel enables Ankara to have a role in solving the Palestinian problem. 

T 



 English Abstracts 

 
9 

emergence of "militia" states, stronger terrorism for political aims; Increasing rise 
of Islam in the Arab world; and Arab regimes tendency to become religiously 
intolerant and anti-American. For the US to work for a new better era in the ME, 
American policy-makers need to avoid two mistakes, while seizing two 
opportunities. The first mistake would be over-reliance on military force while the 
second to count on the emergence of democracy to pacify the region, because 
creating mature democracies is no easy feat, neither does democratic reform 
guarantee a quiet environment. 

The first opportunity, on the other hand, is to intervene in Middle East with 
non-military tools, using diplomacy with the help of local governments to solve 
problems in Iraq and Iran. 

Diplomacy is also needed to end the Palestinian-Israeli conflict by creating 
conditions for a final settlement, including a Palestinian state based on the 1967 
lines. 

The second opportunity involves US insulation from the region's instability, 
including less dependence on Middle East oil. 

Russia, China and  the Iranian Nuclear Program Crisis 
he paper talks abut Iran's complicated nuclear issue, emphasizing its right in 
uranium enrichment while the US and European Union strongly opposes it. 
China and Russia have another position and in principle, both countries 

back Iran's right in possessing nuclear technology for peaceful uses, and oppose 
imposing strong international al punishment measures. 

The paper discusses two groups of factors taken into account by china and 
Russia: 

Political and legal factors in both counties cooperation with Iran, most 
important is that they have close cooperation with Iran in the nuclear field. Russia 
is bound by agreements to build nuclear plants and train Iranian experts. 

It is, therefore, a party directly sharing in the development of Iran's nuclear 
power, China offers help necessary for building installations and centers for 
training Iranian scientists and technicians in this field. 

A second factor is both big powers see that the Iranian nuclear program is 
legitimate according to international cooperation rules. Iran had signed a non-
proliferation treaty and its annexed protocol. A third factor is that German and US 
parties had extended nuclear help to India, no country has criticized Moscow, so 
US position towards Iran is political, not legal. 

Economic factors: 
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Local and Foreign Challenges 
The author thinks that Hamas have faced a number of local and foreign 

challenges which have limited the movement power in performing government 
functions and projects, notably: 

- International isolation of Hamas for their uncommitment to the international 
quartered demands, especially recognition of Israel. In addition, Arab states have 
not offered remarkable help to Hamas government. 

- Local crisis and security chaos. This state arises from absence of sole security 
authority. The chaos has been used against Hamas by Fateh leadership for political 
ends. 

- Political challenges represented by local, Israeli, regional and international 
pressure to contain Hamas, stop resistance and impose recognition of Israel. 

- Local frictions between Fateh and Hamas in the street, security forces, presidency 
and government. 

- National Unity Government (NUG): To stop deterioration, both Hamas and Fateh 
have decided formation of a NUG based on the prisoners document. Hamas 
showed great flexibility in giving up a number of ministry posts. But Abbas 
repeatedly retracted away from previous commitments. 

The Hebrew state: Israeli government and opposition call for destruction of 
Hamas government and infrastructure, and for support of Abbas. 

In conclusion, the authority in view of great challenges to Hamas, argues that it 
is difficult to forecast future developments she sees that Hamas have to view local, 
Arab and international political realities, and NUG is the way out of the crisis. 

The End of American Influence in the Middle East 
he paper deals with the new area in the Middle East and United States role 
in its affairs. The US era of dominance in the Middle East, the fourth in the 
region's history, has ended and is likely that a new ME will emerge, but one 

that is causing harm to itself, the US and the world, and it will be difficult to shape 
from outside. 

The most significant factor that ended the US era is the Bush administration's 
determination to attack Iraq in 2003, in addition to the American failure to solve 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and the in ability of the Arab regimes to counter 
radicalism, and globalization. 

The new fifth era will have distinct features: 
Limit of US power and its policy choices; challenge to America by foreign 

policies; rise of Iran, next to Israel, as one of the two most powerful states in the 
region; an unstable Iraq for years to come; continuous raise of the oil price; 
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The study attempts to observe and analyze the limits and prospects of change 
and the opening up of Saudi Arabia one year after its accession to the World Trade 
Organization in November 2005 by shedding light on different political-cultural 
issues that have arisen during domestic debates in the Kingdom. 

However the study concludes that openness remains limited especially after 
9/11, reflecting the desire of the ruling elite only to improve the status quo and not 
to change it, thus continuing a pattern in Saudi politics that balances between the 
response to inevitable development and the need for internal stability. 

The study highlights the weakness of the Saudi movement for reform, both its 
Islamic and liberal streams, and the hegemony of the formal attitudes represented 
by the Ruling Family, consultative elites, as well as the bureaucratic and religious 
figures who are close to the ruling elite. 

• Reports 
HAMAS Government: Challenges and Prospects 

he author believes that the Hamas success in the 2006 legislative elections 
and their control of the Palestinian government represents a new era in 
Palestinian politics. However, its success was marred by the negative effects 

of the present political environment in Palestine; the continuation of Fateh and their 
grip on the Palestinian presidency and the Palestine Liberation Organization, their 
control of public sector and security forces, the blocking of aid into the Palestinian 
territories and the confrontation between both movements. 

Achievements 
- The Hamas efforts in maintaining a harmonious situation with the laws, traditions 
and commitments made by the previous Palestinian Authority; 

- Keeping Palestinian rights and observing national unity; 

- Starting reform programs, notably regarding financial and administrative 
corruption; 

- Keeping the arm of resistance, prohibiting political arrest, and the development of 
the military capabilities of Hamas; 

- Separation between military and political issues while at the same time 
maintaining a harmonious situation between politics and resistance; 

- Consolidation of the Palestinian dimension into the Islamic and Arab fold; 

- Initiating democratic rule; 

- Flexible and pragmatic approach on political issues. 
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US new Project in the ME 
The wars were part of American designs on the region and divide the bigger 

states into sectarian ones based on racial divides while staying small and weak at 
the same time. It also appears that Washington has abandoned the idea of spreading 
democracy in the region after the Hamas success in the legislative elections of 
2006. 

The author believes that the New Middle East would weaken Hizbullah, 
consequently weaken Syria and Iran and undermine the Palestinian resistance. The 
US approach follows two courses: Using military might to eliminate the resistance; 
and the use of soft power in coalition with the Arab pro-peace regimes, and the 
containing of the Iraqi crisis. 

Lebanon War Repercussions 

The Lebanese resistance showed high combative, technical and morale levels. 
The credibility of its leadership was boosted during the war. The Israeli military 
failure on the other hand, created a series of crisis in Israeli and American 
perceptions and the war broke down a number of Israeli army theories and 
concepts. 

UN Resolution 1701 
This resolution was designed to disarm Hizbullah, remove its fighters from 

south Lebanon, and replace them with the Lebanese army. If it had been achieved 
this move would have been a qualitative stage in US plans to contain Hizbullah 
fighters and eliminate them at a latter stage. 

Israeli Strategy after Lebanese War 
In the light of Israel's failure, it now has two choices: 

Move to negotiate with Syria and give up the Golan Heights to neutralize 
Damascus and weaken Arab resistance; 

Or prepare for a wider regional war to try and reinforce the deterrence aspect of 
its military capability and impose solution by force. The new strategy is likely to 
develop in the following months, depending on Israeli public opinion trends, the 
ruling party, US policy on Syria, Iran and Iraq, and on the power of the resistance 
movements. 

Consequences of Saudi WTO Accession: 
 Continuity and Change 

fter the events of 9/11 and its regional and international implications, Saudi 
Arabia found itself faced with external pressures pushing for internal 
reform. A 
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• Editorial 

The Main Strategic Change 
in Palestine Through 2007 

hrough out 2007 Palestine will be under the effect of two main strategic 
scenes and factors: First an increase in the distinctive and surprising ability 
and steadfastness of the Hamas leadership to break the sanctions on the 

Palestinian people. Hamas will also play the political game regionally and 
internationally as the main key Palestinian party. The second factor is the increase 
of the pragmatic behavior of Fatah to recognize the new strategic facts including 
the acceptance of sharing in partnership in the political life with Hamas. 

These two strategic factors will confirm a national dynamic to change the rules 
of the political and confrontation game with the Israeli occupation. If Israel refuses 
to recognize the new Palestinian facts, the above two factors will enhance a third 
Palestinian uprising against the occupation on both the civil and military tracks. 
Such an Intifada will push Israeli options in a corner: The best would be for Israel 
to end fully its occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to the 4th June 1967 
line. 

• Research & Studies 
War on Lebanon & The US Middle East:  

Background and Repercussion 
he author believes that the two operations, "scattered illusion" in Palestine 
and "True Promise" in Lebanon, resulted in Israeli revising its views on 
many issues, and lead to the downfall of its security war illusion. This is 

while it had been prompted to consider waging a full-scale war on both Lebanon 
and Palestine to end the resistance, as a prelude for the reconstruction of a new 
Middle East. 

At the Palestinian level, the Israeli destructive war aimed to paralyze the Hamas 
government, demolish the infrastructure of the resistance and break down 
Palestinian will. At the Lebanese level, it aimed at pushing the Lebanese 
government to execute UN resolution 1009 for disarming the resistance movement 
and weaken Hizbullah. 

The war aimed, in addition, to covering the military and security failure of the 
Israeli army; weaken Syria and Iran, impose political, military and security projects 
to redraw the political map of the Middle East and lead to its new birth. 

T 
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