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and military decisions. First, the occupation will be obliged to
reconsider any decisions having to do with the future of
settlements in the West Bank. Second, the settlements will be full
of fear, for this will not only affect their construction, but will
also make settlers reconsider their presence there in the first
place. Thus, it is believed to be a significant decision to raise the
level of resistance at this very stage, for it will have great future
indications.
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2009 Palestinian Strategic Report and the 2010

Scenarios
Al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations

The Strategic Palestinian Report is an annual publication by
Al-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations, Beirut. This is
an independent studies center concerned with future and strategic
studies with special attention to the Palestinian issue. It has a
consultative panel of major researchers and experts.

The strategic report is edited by Dr Muhsen Saleh — an
associate professor of Palestinian studies and the director general
of the center. The report explores and analyzes the Palestinian
Issue in 2009 with regard to the internal conditions; demographic
and economic indicators; land and holy places; Palestinian- Arab,
Islamic and international relations; the lIsraeli conditions; the
resistance operations; and the course of the peace settlement. The
report is methodically documented and backed by dozens of
tables, statistics and illustrations, and co-authored by a number of
specialists.

Hamas resurgence in the West Bank
Ghassan Do’ar

It seems that the cautious calm witnessed by the Palestinian
territories in the West Bank has come to an end. It also appears
that the period of preparedness for the resistance movements
there has finished as they have moved from the state of self-
defense to the state of direct attack. The operations of Hebron
and Ramallah in the last quarter of 2010 represented a shock to
several parties gambling on the ability of Mahmoud Abbas'
security forces to eliminate any form of resistance in the West
Bank by all means of terrorization and oppression.

The report reviews the main operations executed by the
Palestinian resistance in the West Bank — which surprised and
confused the occupation and its supporters — along with their
impact on the Israeli decision-making after the failure of
countering Hamas.

The report concludes that if the resistance in the West Bank
manages to rise and revive the atmospheres of the 1987 and 2000
intifada uprisings, it will influence the Israeli political, security
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Reports And Articles

The Repercussions of the US Withdrawal from Iraq on
the Gulf Security

Abdu-Ssalam Baghdadi

Many political observers of the current Iraqgi situation discuss
the repercussions of the US military withdrawal from Irag on the
Arabian Gulf states, which have fears of the transference of
sectarian violence and chaos to their territories. They are afraid
for their durable social texture of any repercussions of civil
conflict, which are knocking the doors of some of these states.

The Gulf states have more fears. There are the developments
in the lragi case itself along with any possible negative
repercussions in light of a number of variables. For instance, a
government representative of the political process partners has
not been formed, a prime minister has not been agreed upon, nor
a straightforward political programme has been set to satisfy the
Iragis and assure the neighboring countries. Even worse, the Gulf
states have seen with concern the increasing interference of other
neighboring countries — like Turkey, Iran and Syria — in the Iraqi
internal affairs, which make them extremely worried about a
greater influence of those countries in Irag.

Consequently, taking into account the strategic and security
observation of the developments in the changing Iraqi situation in
all the possibilities, the Gulf states shall work on two among
other options. On the one hand, they would exert much effort to
convince the Americans not to make a complete withdrawal. On
the other hand, they would support a government which
represents all the partners in the political process.
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US Views of Direct Negotiations
Kheiri Omar

Amidst international argument of putting an end to global
and regional conflicts, the new US policy has dealt with the
Palestinian issue in two stages. The first is to call for indirect
negotiations. In spite of the failure of this stage, the US started
preparing for the second one of direct negotiations whose content
does not differ from that of the previous two-decade negotiations.
Nevertheless, what makes a difference at the moment is the US
policy's attempt to influence and undermine the negotiations'
reference by means of depending on the current political balances
according to any Palestinian-Israeli agreement. This would
impose new views for the political settlement. The US vision is
to reduce the severity of the conflict of the Middle East in a bid
to end that between the Israelis and the Palestinians which affects
the other cases of conflict.

Since the contexts for launching the direct negotiations are
still immature, it can be seen that the content of the US contacts
with the parties of the Middle East peace process is similar to
that of the former administrations and the Quartet frameworks.
No genuine restrictions have been imposed on the policies and
projects of Israeli settlements whether in the West Bank or in
Jerusalem. What is more important has to do with the set up of a
new reference reflecting the imbalance between the negotiating
parties.

However, this is not the only difficulty encountering the
direct negotiations, for the weakness of the US vision shall lead
to its concentration on offering political and security guarantees
and motives to Israel. What is also noteworthy is the clarity of
the Israeli security demands in contrast with the uncertainty of
the Palestinian agenda in addition to the lack of independence,
stability and political representation of the Palestinian people.
This may lead to the continuity of the negotiations but with
limited results, except for the question of the Jewish national
state vision. It is expected to become an acceptable option in the
future despite the several regional objections and the numerous,
great legal problems.
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international policy since the early 20" century; its role in the
great shift in the political structure of the whole Arab World; its
role in the peace settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict;, and its
support of the US policy in Iraq since 2003. The seminar also
addressed the involvement of Jordan in the combating of ‘global
terror' in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks in 2001, even
before Jordan itself was subject to terror attacks by Al-Qaeda in
what was called "the Hotels' Bombings". This necessitated deep
consideration of the determinants to the Jordanian planning of an
efficient regional role which serves the national and pan-Arab
interests, maintains its security, and supports its development
programmes in dealing with such ongoing issues which have
direct influence on the country.

Issue File

The Possible Scenarios of the Palestinian-Israeli Talks
Abdul-Hameed Al-Kayyali

Applying an analytical approach, the present article discuses
the possible scenarios of the ongoing direct talks between the
Palestinian Authority and Israel. Accordingly, the article presents
four possible scenarios, first of all the continuation of the talks
without reaching an agreement, or at most reaching a frame
agreement that enables Israel to peruse annexing the Palestinian
territories within many years to come. While the second scenario
prospects an early fail of the talks, the third favors a compromise
between the two parties that matches all or some of their
demands. The last scenario talks about a compromise that
matches Israeli conditions at the expense of the Palestinian rights
of land and sovereignty. The article widely aims to examine the
realization of each scenario. This examination functions within
the context of interaction between the political environment at
one hand, and the demands of the two principal parties, 1, e, the
Palestinian and the Israeli at the other hand.
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renaissance. On the one hand, Russia has the expertise,
technology and the true desire to offer real assistance. On the
other hand, the Arab countries display a clear response of
cooperation. The last decade witnessed noticeable, positive
developments in the Arab-Russian relations when the new
Russian leadership — headed by the President Vladimir Putin —
set a vision of Russian policy priorities in the Arab World,
serving the interests of both parties. Thus, a positive response
was given by the Arab countries.

Issue Seminar

Jordan's Regional Role and the Shift Approaches
Middle East Studies Center

Jordan should always play a definite regional role that is
consistent with its higher interests, national security and pan-
Arab security. Since the establishment of the kingdom, the
Jordanian governments have been doing so for different reasons
and influenced by several factors. The Jordanians had mixed
opinions supporting or opposing such decisions. The
performance of the governments have varied between serving the
community and the state as well as wasting efforts and
opportunities, on the one hand, and accepting roles serving
foreign factors sometimes unrelated to the higher Jordanian
interests agreed upon in the country.

Therefore, the issue was almost untouched in the Jordanian
milieus. As a result of the shift in the policies of the kingdom in
the last five years, along with the accompanying regional
changes, it has become necessary to focus the attention on the
possible or expected Jordanian regional role in the major issues,
on top of which are those of Palestine, Irag and the War on
Terror at the national, regional and international levels. Thus, a
seminar was held by the Middle East Studies Center in Amman
on 20 June 2009, entitled by Jordan's Regional Role and the
Shift Approaches. The seminar discussed the structure of the
kingdom; the regional role imposed by the political geography,
demography and the Arab, Islamic affiliation; its part in the
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Strateqgic Analysis

Russian-Arab Relations in 21% Century's 2™ Decade:
Determiners and Scenarios

Norhan Al-Sheikh

The Russia-Arab relations have witnessed tangible revival
over the last ten years after the significant decline in the 20"
century 90's. Firstly, Moscow has managed to re-establish its
relations with its traditional allies in the region on new
foundations. Secondly, and more importantly, its relations with
the Arabian Gulf states — especially Saudi Arabia — have seen an
unprecedented development, following decades of breakup since
the 20" century 30's. The former Russian President and current
Prime Minister Valdimir Putin's many visits to the Arab World
have been a turning point in the Russia-Arab relations. They have
marked a new era of the Russian policy towards the region in
which Russia restores its role as a major player in the regional
Issues which are getting more and more complicated.

The report explores the determiners of these relations which
are expected to affect their future development in the 2" decade
of the 20™ century. They can be briefed in six main factors as
follows:

- Russia's restoration of its position as a major superpower

- Economic and technical partnership

- Russian political support of the Arab issues

- Ways of military cooperation

- Positive historical experience of Russian-Arab cooperation

- Religious and cultural closeness between Russia and the
Arab World.

The report concludes that a thoughtful reading of the
experience of cooperation with Russia and what it could present
to the Arabs in both the present and future confirms that it would
represent a fundamental partner in realizing the desired Arab
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peaceful neighbor, neither it could encourage it to contribute in
the stability and security system of the region..

Research & Studies
Pan-Arab Security and the Current Global shifts

Mohammed Bobosh

National security has always been an interest for nations and
governments regardless of the size and quality of their power. To
achieve any level of security indicates the success of the state's
foreign policy as well as the ability of its specialized departments
to attain the assigned goals, for the objectives of foreign policy
are set according to national security considerations. However, to
discuss a "pan-Arab security" is still about something to be
sought and struggled for by pioneers of high pan-Arab
awareness.

The study consists of three main parts. The first one explores
the Arab conception of pan-Arab security. The second discusses
the reality and challenges of pan-Arab security. The third
investigates the ways of countering the internal and external
challenges.

It is concluded that the Arab World is facing difficulties
taking the shape of split and failures in addition to attempts of
causing infiltration and oppression in the already disunited Arab
entity. In order to solve these problems in their political,
economic, cultural and security aspects, we have to realize that
every single Arab country's security is very much closely related
to pan-Arab security since, first, the dangers threatening the Arab
countries are the same. Second, their future and destiny are the
same. Third, their security is derived from its pan-Arab feature.
Thus, it can only be achieved through a unified Arab strategy
relying — in the first place — on the development and employment
of the Arab capabilities in a way that serves the interests of the
Arabs within safe borders. This should spring from an overall
conviction of the concept of security. In other words, security not
only involves the military aspect, but also other political,
economic and cultural dimensions.
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Editorial

The ldeology of Peace Settlement: Rational Review
Editor in Chief

The Ideology of peaceful Settlement to the Arab-Israeli
conflict is based on four assumed strategic bases: firstly, it is not
possible to defeat Israel; secondly, Palestinians cannot defeat
Israel by themselves; thirdly, the peaceful settlement with Israel
gives Palestinian people an opportunity to preserve their
homeland; fourthly, adopting the peaceful settlement (peace
process) embarrasses Israel internationally.

Through 40 years of peace process efforts, the peaceful
settlement ideology cased great damage to the Palestinian cause
and to their struggle; on the other hand, it provided Israel with
more secure and welcoming medium, and prolonged its
occupation in West Bank and Gaza Strip. Based on reality, the
agreements of peaceful settlement, such as Oslo of 1993, have
not brought strategic gains to the Arab nation in addition to the
reluctance of Israel to implement it. Israel had only implemented
less than 15% of Oslo's agreements in the 17 years that passed.
The Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza, Syrians in Golan
Heights and Lebanese in shabaa still live under Israeli
occupation. They all suffer Israeli annexation policies against
their land and the policy of changing the Arabic identity of
Jerusalem.

Hence, the peaceful settlement track could not save the land;
it failed in liberating the land and the people, the Palestinians
could not enjoy their right of self-determination; the international
legitimacy resolutions were not implemented. Moreover, Israeli
attacks and wars against Palestinians and Lebanese continued,
the last ones were in 2006 and 2009. To the contrary, resistance
to the Israeli occupation has pushed Israel out from Southern
Lebanon without any political agreement in 2000.1t, also, forced
Israeli occupation to change its strategy and to unilaterally
withdraw from Gaza Strip in 2005. In 2009, the Palestinian
resistance was able to derail Israeli attacks against Gaza Strip.
The peaceful settlement track could not bring Israel to be a
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