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progression over the 20 years. It reviewed its establishment and
stages of ascension until it reached this high technical,
administrative and scholarly level. Finally, two books for the
MESC were launched: Gaza Battle: Strategic Shift in
Confrontation with Israel, and Future Scenarios for Arab-Israeli
Conflict. A number of colleagues and major sponsors were
honoured and everybody was then invited to enjoy dinner.
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Reports And Articles

MESC’s 20th Anniversary Ceremony

Yasmin Al-As’ad

On Saturday March 12, 2011, the Middle East Studies Center
celebrated its 20th anniversary. The ceremony was attended by
several political, academic and media figures. At the beginning,
Mr Jawad Al-Hamad — Director General — welcomed the
audience and voiced delight of their continuous contact with the
center. He also stressed its role in observing and analyzing
regional economic and strategic issues. The MESC aims to come
to realistic views and future scenarios for an observer to arrive at
excellent accurate understanding. Al-Hamad pointed that
intellectuals and scholars should go deep in their comprehension
of the essence, not the surface, of current changes.

The center’s councils’ speech was delivered by the Board of
Trustees’ representative Senator Dr Mohammad Kheir Mamser,
former Minister of Social Development. Then, major sponsors’
speech was given by Mr Salem Burqan, CEO of the International
Islamic Arab Bank.

In addition, the unprecedented events and shifts in the Arab
World were discussed in a lecture titled Public and Political
Uprisings in the Arab World and Their Future Repercussions. It
was presented by Dr Waleed Abdul-Hay, lecturer of International
Relations at Yarmouk University. Three main topics helped
investigate current Arab uprisings: General Characteristics, US
and Israeli Perspectives and Future Scenarios.

It was concluded, on the one hand, that the US prefers
putting off elections until liberal, secular movements are strong
and capable of minimizing the representation of Islamist and pan-
Arab activists. On the other hand, Israel will prioritize security
over democracy in the Arab World, since the Arab peoples have
refuted the Hebrew State’s pretext to be the only democracy in
the region.

After that, a documentary was shown on the center’s
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Issue Seminar

Political and Public Changes in the Arab World: Indicators
and Scenarios

Bayan AL-Omari

Public revolts have swept over a number of Arab countries to
bring down regimes. Demands have been raised for constitutional
and legislative amendments in a bid to construct genuine
democracies for peoples to govern themselves by means of
achieving stability, development, freedom, justice and equality.
In light of these significant events, the Middle East Studies
Center held a seminar titled Political and Public
Transformations in the Arab World: Indicators and
Scenarios, joined by several Jordanian academics, experts and
politicians.

The seminar was divided into two sessions: ‘Arab Public
Activity: Indicators and Repercussions’ and ‘Arab Regimes vs.
Peoples: Where to? (2011 Vision)’. The seminar concluded that:

e All Arab regimes are undergoing a hard test to attain public
legitimacy, get rid of past corruption and injustices, and
release themselves of shameful submission to the West.

e The new public activity reflects a number of
developments, mainly a new era of governance, the
collapse of fear culture, emergence of youth's role, and the
accelerated talk of reform and change.

e The Palestinian issue and the Arab-Israeli conflict have
been present in this activity, along with other demands,
especially in the Jordanian case.

e significance should be retained to the values, good
manners and religion of the Arabs, as well as to the inter-
Arab relations in a way that serves the peoples’ higher
interests.
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To this end, MESJ Editor-in-chief Jawad Al-Hamad made
an interview with former Jordanian Prime Minister Ahmed
Obeidat to look into the scenarios of this shift. The discussion
focused on 3 main topics:

1. Political Change in the Arab World

2. Palestinian Issue and Arab-Israeli Conflict

3. Jordan's Interiour Situation and Regional Role.

Firstly, Obeidat argued that this sociopolitical wave will
cover the entire Arab World but with different dimensions and
demands, depending on each state’s size, ruling system and
amount of public suffering. Such uprisings are ongoing due to
mindful political movements from different backgrounds, he
added.

Secondly, the current changes in the Arab World, according
to Obeidat, raise optimism for the future of the Palestinian issue
if they continue in the right way. The Arab countries surrounding
Israel are expected to recover and become a suitable point of
departure to provide support for the Palestinian people in its
effort towards liberation. However, this should go side by side
with internal Palestinian activity.

Thirdly, the slogan raised in Jordan is to ‘reform the system’
in a comprehensive manner which encompasses the constitution
as well as the style of administration. This contrasts with the
Egyptians’ demand to ‘change the system’ by dropping all its
figures, institutions and indications. On the other hand, the
kingdom’s regional role will depend on its ability to carry out the
reform sought at all interiour levels, unify the society with all
political and non-political divisions, contain fledgling youth
powers in Jordan as their own home, and keep up with higher
Arab interests.
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governments’ views and those of most political powers, whether
in terms of the ‘level of expectations’ or the schedule for carrying
out the change sought.

In the political scene, protests have gathered traditional
opposition groups, mainly the Muslim Brotherhood, with other
powers to solve economic problems — in most cases — due to the
current financial programme.

There are common demands between these powers, such as:

e constitutional reforms

elected government
true public freedoms
safeguarded human rights
constitutional court
teachers’ association
tax reforms
fighting corruption

e cconomic programme that achieves social justice.
The genuine mission now is to build social agreement on
political reform agenda and priorities. This would guarantee
renewing of the political system, meeting demands of political
and economic reforms, fighting corruption and coming to prudent
governance.

Issue Interview
Former PM Ahmed Obeidat:
True Reform Is the Only Guarantee for the Future of
Jordan and Next Generations

Editorial Staff

The Arab World is witnessing highly resolute political
uprisings and activity. Therefore, it has become a necessity to
investigate the truth of such public changes in the region, their
motivating dynamics and whether they would actually lead to
democracy.
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their resignations upon a recommendation by the prime
minister”.

The constitution does not mention an entrustment decree,
but it has been a tradition that when the king chooses a prime
minister, he sends him what is called a ‘Supreme Entrustment
Decree’. This letter sets the king’s vision for the next stage, along
with detailed demands in various files. The government is to take
the decree as its guide for its programmes and is voted for
confidence upon it. Although entrustment decrees generally
address the same issues, a central theme often dominates each of
them.

The present report holds a comparison between the content
of entrustment decrees for the three consecutive governments
formed 1n 2005, 2009 and 2011. It is concluded that:

- Entrustment decrees contain one issue that is imposed by
national, regional or international reality.

- Entrustment decrees stress priority for economic reform,
which political reform secures and supports.

- The three entrustment decrees in question contain a tone of
dissatisfaction, rising to the extent of explicit criticism.

Change and Reform Approaches in Jordan: Challenges and
Chances

Mohammad Abu-Rumman

This very moment is a golden chance to make big steps in
political reform. Regional variables — like the Tunisian and
Egyptian uprisings — and other Arab protests meet with signs of
shift in the US attitude of giving priority to political reform.
Furthermore, there are interiour political and economic drives
fostering such public demands.

It is true that the ‘official defiance’ looks in its weakest form
under interiour and external pressures, in addition to tangible
indicators of political reform approaches adopted by ‘invisible
decision-makers’. However, a huge gap still exists between
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least 3 generations of Egyptians starting with university students
of late 1960's. In addition, failures of reform attempts since the
middle 1980's undermined the faith of reformists in their
capability of change.

Small conflicts prevailed in the Egyptian political scene and
harmed everyone in various degrees and forms. Even when the
Tunisian revolt brought President Bin Ali down in January 14
2011, the leaders of the regime in Cairo remained extremely
comfortable.

In this report, the Middle East Studies Center in Jordan
presents an analysis of the Egyptian uprising to investigate the
future approaches of major parties affecting and affected by the
current change. These are: authorities, political elite, social
categories, world countries and Israel — as the first skeptic of the
shift.

The political policy was evidently sterile. The political
authority did not have a security strategy able to deal with such
massive social protests, especially by the youth, as the uprising
covered all categories and groups.

It is concluded that the obvious international confusion with
regard to President Mubarak's stepping down indicates the need
for a number of countries for further time to establish their
stances in the post-Mubarak era. In addition, the US, EU and
Israel were worried of the events, mainly after the failure to
predict the transition of such uprisings to other countries after
Tunisia.

File 3: Reform in Jordan: Where to?
Royal Entrustment Decrees to Form Governments: Content
and Indicators

Abdullah Al-Majali
According to the constitution, the king is the head of the
executive authority. It is he, as article 35 states, who “nominates
and discharges the prime minister and accepts his resignation.
The King also nominates and discharges ministers and accepts
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Authority's institutions. Most milieus taking the negotiation track
have come to the conviction that the Israeli side has no intention
to reach a solution.

File 2: Egyptian 25 Jan. Uprising

Egyptian Uprising: Background and Repercussions
Majdi Hammad
Little drops make a river. This is proved true once more.
Mohammad Al-Buzizi of Tunisia launched the first spark which
swept over most Arab countries, opened all taboo doors for all
these peoples and ignited the revolts hidden in their hearts. They
aim to get rid of their disastrous situation due to the
overwhelming corruption of regimes in terms of lack of basic
needs, submission to superpowers’ arrogance and daily Israeli
practices.
Egypt was one of those Arab states breaking the barrier of fear as
the people realized it can do the same. The 25 Jan. uprising
expressed a state of consensual public anger at the authoritarian
regime with its corrupt political, economic, social and cultural
practices.
In order to achieve success, any revolt around the globe should
not only bring down a regime, but also make up a better system.
New horizons for advancement have to replace the terminated era
of dictatorship, violence and equivocation.
Nevertheless, optimism — an integral of any uprising — generally
seems to decline in the face of pessimism — the enemy of any
revolutionary change.

Egyptian 25 Jan. Uprising (Analysis Report)
Ibrahim Abdul-Kareem et. al.
The best of optimists had never seen in the 25 Jan.
demonstrations the launch of a revolt that is almost
unprecedented in the entire world. The same applies to those with
reform and revolution tendencies or even reformists and
revolutionists themselves. Cumulative frustration had crippled at
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negotiations. Over 6,000 pages contained details of talks in the last
10 years. A huge gap was found between what the Palestinian
Authority declared and the content of the leaks, which constitute
minutes of meetings between Israeli and PA officials.

These documents, mostly issued by the Negotiations Affairs
Department at the Palestine Liberation Organization headed by
Saeb Erakat, display the massive concessions made by
Palestinian negotiators with regard to issues of Jerusalem,
refugees and security coordination. Firstly, the leaks uncovered
Erakat's particular stance over the old town of Jerusalem. He was
ready to concede large parts of the town as well as leave
sovereignty over the Holy Al-Agsa Mosque to later talks.
Secondly, it was revealed that the Palestinian delegates conceded
the Palestinian refugees' right of return, which is supported by
international legitimacy in the UN resolution 194. Thirdly, the
leaks came to the scandal of security coordination with the Israeli
Security Forces. The Palestinian negotiators agreed to offer help
to the occupation in arresting, disarming and assassinating
leaders and members of the Palestinian resistance.

Palestinian Reactions
Ra’ed Nu’eirat

The present report analyzes Palestinian reactions to the
documents uncovered by Al-Jazeera in a 4-day series titled The
Hidden Revealed. The aim is to explore these leaks' impact on
the Palestinians. An observer would raise a big question over the
right measurement of such reactions, wondering whether a public
uprising would erupt in a similar way to those in the new Arab
order.

The first main conclusion is that the leaks were treated on the
basis of political divide rather than their content. The second is
that the contemporary events across the Arab World, especially
in Egypt, drew peoples' and elites' attention away from these
documents. The third is that they brought to the fore the issue of
reference for negotiations along with the role of the Palestinian



English Abstracts 7

boycotted, or even treated as enemies, neighbouring Arab and
Islamic countries. This policy only came to an end when the
Soviet Union collapsed and the Cold war halted. Now the
republic opened to what is called the Turkish world in the
Caucasus and Central Asia.

According to Samuel Huntington, Turkey set up its foreign
policy as a margin state torn between the edge of the West, on
the one hand, and the edge of the East, on the other.

In this era, Turkey started assessing its new role in light of
new balances of power. It began to define its foreign policy on
the basis of its conviction of its significance in the stability of the
globe — in general — and the Caucasus, Central Asia, the Middle
East — in particular. It has a far greater role than a bridge. The
study investigates the issue from 4 aspects :

- Turkey and Current International Shifts
- New Turkish Foreign Policy : Principles and Shift Factors
- Turkish Foreign Policy Interaction with International Milieu:

Practicing Strategic Depth Theory

- Approach towards Africa.
In conclusion, Turkey has chosen a new position as well as
re-established its role in a way congruent with both the new
world order and the Turkish people, who has witnessed notable
rapprochement with the east as its historical heritage.
Furthermore, this Turkish foreign policy towards the Middle East
needs to be capitalized by Arab countries to re-build their
relations to maintain the republic as a powerful regionalally.

Issue Files
File 1: Palestinian-Israeli Negotiations’ Secret Documents

Content Analysis
Ahmed Nofal
Al-Jazeera Channel, Al-Quds Al-Arabi and the Guardian

revealed YlA¢secret documents of the Palestinian-Israeli
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enemy to replace the Soviet Union, Western countries — the US
and Europe — put forward theories of clash (or conflict) of
civilizations with the Arab and Islamic Worlds. The latter were
often accused of all forms of violence, extremism and
backwardness until such an image became deep-rooted in the
mindset of a simple European citizen.

This propaganda resulted in the conception of Islamophobia,
i.e. fear of Islam, negatively influencing peaceful relations
between nations and threatening the very existence of humanity.
Therefore, it has become a necessity to open the door of dialogue
with Western states and communities in a bid to correct
misconceptions and revive opportunities of cooperation and co-
existence.

Within the European stereotype of Islam and Muslims, could
the dialogue of civilizations rectify Islamophobia and,
consequently, the picture of Arabs and Muslims in the European
societies? The study investigates the relation between this kind of
dialogue and Islamophobia by looking into the general
atmosphere in Europe, as well as the reasons and parties behind
the growing fear of this religion. There are historical factors
which helped the phenomena to spread, such as Crusades,
orientalism and the September 11th attacks.

It is concluded that, on the one hand, some misbehaviours by
Muslims have contributed to the deformation of the image of
Islam, and provided Zionist groups with a perfect suspect for all
terrorist acts on Western grounds. On the other hand, Western
media have deliberately employed these mistakes to be
representative of Islam, without clarifying their mismatch with its
teachings. The result is that Islamophobia is so established in
Western decision-making centers that the media — now and then -
report racist statements by top figures in Western governments.

New Approaches of Turkish Foreign Policy
Mohammad Bubush
Since its establishment in 1924, the Turkish Republic took a
unilateral Westernized approach in its foreign policy. It was
Kamal Ataturk who came to power, adopted secularism and



English Abstracts 5

Editorial

US Leadership of the World Questioned
Editor in Chief

There are a lot of observations, criticisms and even
accusations with regard to the United States' dealing with
Muslims, Arabs and the Arab-Israeli conflict. Several justifications
have not been convincing to the Arab and Islamic nations. The
new development is that the current Arab uprisings have not
acted according to regular standards and calculations, as they —
from the very beginning — declared that they would not be submit
to Washington anymore.

Interestingly, America was surprised, and thus confused, by
the breaking out of such revolts. It has lost control over the
political situation in the Middle East due to the success of some
revolts and the emergence of others. In case it does not manage
to predict similar uprisings or movement, and if its traditional
tools and policies do not maintain its interests, a normal question
is raised on the superpower's legibility and ability to lead the
world in directing the region.

Therefore, viewing the future through these revolts’ spirit and
initial results, as well as those peoples’ hopes of freedom, dignity,
independence, progress and getting rid of corruption and
dictatorship confirms the fact that the US is still far away from
such political and intellectual atmospheres. This highly affects its
legibility as the new world order leader accounting on the
region’s oil and considering Israel a strategic interest. Hence, has
the US leadership of the globe, in general, and the Middle East,
in particular, become questioned by the Arabs and Americans
themselves?

Research & Studies

Islamophobia vs. Dialogue of Civilizations Controversy
Mursi Mishri
The dialogue of civilizations (or cultures) is one of the
common concepts imposed by the shifts in international relations
in the post-Cold War era. As they were carefully looking for an
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