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Spring on the Palestinian Cause. According to the participants,
the approaches of the new governments shaped by the public will
are going to serve the Palestinian interest, for they will truly
represent the peoples’ desire to give a priority to the Palestinian
cause. It is Israel that sees the Arab revolutions a as a strategic
threat to its existence. The participants also argued that the
Palestinians are capable to follow the same fashion of the Arab
spring in a bid to achieve national reconciliation and rearrange
their internal affairs, accounting on a deep pan-Arab support.

File Issue
Egypt Elections 2011-2012

Egypt Elections Results Review
Khyri Omar

The general elections in Egypt have witnessed the Islamist
parties’ winning of the majority of seats in both the upper and
lower houses of the parliament. The change is considered a coup
in the politics of Egypt and puts the state on the track of socio-
political development. It is important to remember that the
elections in this Arab republic remain the most accurate indicator
of the public will. The present paper aims to explore these
elections, their impact on internal and external affairs, especially
in terms of managing the state, inter-partisan relations and
foreign policy.

The results were highly predictable, mainly with regard to
the victory of the Islamists. However, the rise of some
movements and the fall of others raised a lot of questions.
Experts have stopped long to analyze the reasons, indications and
impact of the new phenomena on the political scene in light of
internal and external pressures exerted on the parliament.
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So, it was concluded that it was significant to practice democracy
within Arab parties as well as form them on true democratic
bases. The way will, then, be paved for political reform.

The book consists of 2 parts, the first of which presents the
papers of the meeting in 6 sections:

- Standards and Indicators of a Democratic Party
- Democracy in Egyptian Parties: Internal Construction vs.
Surrounding Milieu
- Democracy vs. Partisanship Dialectic under Colonization:
Palestinian Factions Case
- Algeria: Confused Partisanship
- Yemen: Reform of Parties or Government?
- How to Build Democratic Parties in Undemocratic States?
On the other hand, the second part contains the papers which
weren’t presented in the meeting.

Seminar Issue

Arab Revolution and The Palestinian Cause
MESC

Political reformist and revolutionary movements were
witnessed in many Arab countries last year. Radical changes took
place in the structures as well as political systems of some
countries and the peoples took over. This is going to have a real
influence on the Arab Spring states’ stance on Arab issues, in
general, and the Palestinian cause, in particular, and paves the
way for a close ‘“Palestinian spring.” Thus, the Middle East
Studies Center in Amman held a seminar titled Arab Uprisings’
Influence and Their Regional, International Interaction with the
Palestinian Cause, joined by a number of Jordanian scholars and
politicians.

Two main topics were discussed: Arab Uprisings’ Influence
on the Palestinian Cause and the Strategic Influence of the Arab
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number of Muslim scholars decided to investigate the sacred
book according to oral and impressionistic citations, especially in
explaining several Islamic scripts and exploring religious Jewish
view of other faiths. In addition, there are the teachings’ details
and developments which assist in objectively accounting for
Jewish social and religious behaviors.

As the Middle East Studies Center keeps in touch with
various Arab researchers, intellectuals, experts, religious scholars
and politicians, some of them suggested translating the sacred
book. It turned out that a number of Arab personalities, including
some officials, had the desire to understand the content of the
book which is considered a fundamental reference in upbringing
the modern Jewish generation. According to the need, the MESC
decided to call a team of specialists and researchers to translate it
over a period of 5 years.

Book Review: Democracy within Arab Political Parties:
Urgent Necessity

Atef Al Sa'dawy

Book Review of “Democratic Parties’ Concept and Parties’
Reality in Arab Countries”

Published by the Arab Unity Center, Beirut 2011

Edited b: Atef Al-Sa’dawy & Ali Khalifa Al-Kuwwari

The present book consists of the papers, discussions and
comments of the 20th annual meeting of the studies of
democracy in Arab countries. It was held at prominent Oxford
University on July 24, 2010 and titled Democratic Parties’
Concept and Parties’ Reality in Arab Countries. The discussion
started by covering the importance, ways and conditions of
building democratic parties in the Arab countries. At that time, it
did not seem likely to witness any deep democratic change in any
of these countries, for the political reality was hardly reparable.
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develop. Furthermore, there will be a better public-official state
of harmony in dealing not only with Palestinian and regional
issues, but also with many national problems in a sense of
responsibility in the face of some parties’ attempts of raising
societal unrest.

Iran’s Nuclear Program Amongst Western Sanctions and
Israeli Threats

Sa'd Ben Nami

The escalation in the Arabian Gulf is not new nor has
resulted from latest global shifts in the region. It is neither
limited to certain parties. It actually goes back to the emergence
of the Islamic Republic in the aftermath of the victory of the
Iranian Revolution in 1979.

Though it had been preceded by some tension in the Pahlavi
era, it later witnessed further problems including several parties
like Iran, Iraq and the United States. The present report explores
the beginning of the matter, in addition to its drives and main
parties. The investigation also covers the development of the
Iranian nuclear program, along with the world countries’ stance,
nuclear negotiations and sanctions. Finally, it is necessary to
discuss the option of launching a military strike against the
nuclear facilities and how realistic and efficient it could be.

Translation Review: Babylonian Talmud
Yasmine Al Asa'd

The Talmud-— the most important reference for Jewish groups
around the globe in its Palestinian and Babylonian Talmud-—
constitutes a historical mystery for Muslim and Christian
scholars studying Judaism. There has never been any
comprehensive Arabic translation of the Talmud, while very few
English and French versions are narrowly circulated. Therefore, a
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It is likely that Egypt will take the lead in dealing with the
Palestinian and Arab issues, as well as set new terms for relations
with Israel other than those on the days of Mubarak. Israel, then,
would attempt to take pre-emptive measures against any
developments in the Arab World and enhance division within the
Arab nation.

Reports And Articles

Meshaal’s Visit to Jordan: Motives and Qutcomes

Faraj Shalhoub

The Head of Hamas’ Political Bureau Khalid Meshaal to
Jordan last month raised a lot of questions on its motives,
outcomes and timing. It was Jordan which chose to boycott the
group nearly a decade ago. The kingdom’s policies opposite to
those of Hamas have not changed. Nor have the grounds cited to
justify cutting off the relations. Thus, it is necessary to focus on
the reasons for Amman’s new decision to start the
rapprochement. On the other hand, the movement has always
voiced its openness to strong relations with Amman as an
undisputed priority. It believes that the kingdom is extremely
vital to the Palestinian cause and appreciates the special
integration between Jordan and Palestine.

It seems that the current change in the relation with Hamas
on Arab and Western levels makes it difficult for any Arab state
to be open to the group. Thus, the Jordanian stand is not isolated
from the regional, international scene and is not likely to witness
a noticeable deviation within the current conditions. This rupture
of relations caused the missing of a lot of interests and was
unjustified for most Jordanians.

It is argued that if the kingdom becomes more stable, and the
government responds to the public demands of reform and
political partnership, the relations with Hamas are more likely to
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changes by re-introducing the concept of power and security to
the debate in the form of rearrangement of the factors of power
(the rise of soft power factors and down of hard power factors).
The study discusses also the need to remove the link between
strategic studies and the realist school that dominated until the

end of the Cold War.

Arab Revolution Impacts on The Middle East

Peace Process
Johnny Mansour

Before the Arab uprisings, the Arab world witnessed a state
of chaos which the US and Israel tried to make up. The aim was
to split regimes first and peoples second to conflicting parties. As
the Arab spring has displayed the peoples’ desire to end the era
of dictatorship, Washington and Tel Aviv again are trying to
deviate the uprisings’ track in favor of the Hebrew State along
with its supporting Arab regimes.

The peace process is not far away from these developments,
some of which impose themselves if negotiations are revived.
The Palestinian Authority headed by Abbas will not be able to go
to talks by itself due to the rising influence of Hamas as a result
of Arab revolutions and regional changes. Therefore, if talks are
resumed, they are unlikely to depart from the point at which they
stopped.

In the meantime, the year 2012 is expected to come up with
major shifts in the Arab World, especially if the Syrian issue is
solved away from how it is planned to be. As a result, the Arab
peoples will not be busy by their own affairs, but will come back
to the Palestinian cause in a new, different vision.



English Abstracts 5

Editorial
Post-Arab-Spring US Policies in the Middle East
Editor in Chief

One of the topics which have occupied a considerable space
in the Arab media with a great deal of analysis and rumors is the
United States’ role during and after the Arab uprisings. The US
has made a lot of official and parliamentary contacts with
Islamist movements, especially the Muslim Brotherhood of
Egypt and El-nahda of Tunisia. As the shift in both the
governments of the region and the international attitude is so
significant, it is beneficial that Arab scholars, politicians and
experts come up with a more mature and inclusive dialogue on
the policies of Washington. The present investigation at this time
addresses the main features and challenges of the US policies in
the wake of the Arab Spring; shifts in the real threat to US
interests in the region; and the open options for the superpower in
the Middle East in the new era.

Research & Studies

Development of Strategic Thought in The International
Relations Field

Moustapha Bakosh

The Study deal with the evolution of strategic thinking in
International Relations through a review of the most important
stages undergone by the strategic thinking. Especially after the
fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Union that
ended the cold war and bipolarity in the international system.

The study also exposed to the challenges facing strategic
studies that have been associated for a long time with the concept
of war and military force, especially in light of international
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