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"According to sources in Pakistan, General Kayani believes
that the U.S. has designs on the Pakistani nuclear program, and
that the Abbottabad raid suggested that the U.S. has developed

the technical means to stage simultaneous raids on Pakistan’s
nuclear facilities". (12)
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4. Victory and control of either side on the entire political
leadership

5. Hopefully, radical changes in the composition, form,
institutions and leaders of the PA, or at least in its role in
Palestine.

File Issue

Egypt Presidential Elections 2012
Egypt Presidential Elections: Results and Repercussions

Khyri Omar

The recent Egyptian presidential election is a historic one for
its significance for all Arab uprisings. If Shafiq had succeeded,
they— not only that of Egypt- would have witnessed a great
setback. It would have also raised hopes for beneficiaries in the
region. The results were so controversial during both the 1st and
2nd rounds (23-24 May and 16-17 June respectively). It was the
first time of its kind in the country that the Muslim Brotherhood
comes to power, when the Freedom and Justice Party candidate
Dr Mohammad Mursi won the elections.

Such political developments reflect several features
associated with relations, interactions, uprising future and state
reform. The post-election era represents the beginning of a new
stage in spite of the confusing constraints on the transition to
democracy and balance of power.



10 Middle Eastern Studies Journal No 60

people living on the land, especially Jerusalem. A final one is the
urging of Arabs to fulfill their commitments to the Palestinian
people.

Seminar Issue

Palestinian Authority Future Scholarly

Bayan Al Omary

The report represents the product of a symposium held by the
Middle East Studies Center on the future of the Palestinian
Authority. The Palestinian cause has been witnessing several
political, security and social issues where the PA’s role has
changed in terms of serving the higher interests of the Palestinian
people.

The Oslo-Agreement-based PA has failed to approach a state
as stipulated in the accord with Israel. Furthermore, the
negotiations and continuous political efforts since Oslo and the
2004 Roadmap have not consolidated the PA’s position to
establish an independent Palestinian state, especially from the
Israeli side.

The economic relations regulated by the 1994 Paris Protocol
has made the Palestinian economy dependent on that of Israel,
which adopts several punitive measures to exert political pressure
on the PA.

The following are scenarios for the future of the PA:

1. Continuation of the internal Palestinian dispute rather
than any reconciliation

2. Acceptance of duality in governance, along with
reconciliation, partnership, cooperation and dialogue with
Hamas in order to come up with settlements

3. Abolition of the PA and going back to the pre-Oslo stage
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Why Translate the Babylon Talmud?

Amer Al Hafy

In one of the major projects of its kind in the Arab World, an
Arabic translation of the Babylon Talmud emerges in 20 big
volumes, after years of hard work by dozens of specialists under
the supervision of the Middle East Studies Center in Jordan.
Some questions have been raised about the mission, which need
clear answers for an enlightened Arab reader.

The following groups constitute the target of this translation:
academics in comparative religious studies, scholars of Israeli
narrations in the Qur'an exegesis and Hadith, old and middle age
historians and archeologists.

64 Years of Nakba Developments and Shifts

Ahmad Ghodaya

Marking the 64th anniversary of nakba, the Palestinian
people still suffers from expulsion. On May 15, 1948, Israel
occupied a major part of the Palestinian land, displaced its
natives, confiscated their properties and horribly massacred
dozens of thousands of them. That was an unprecedented wave of
expatriation even greater than the land loss, aiming to wipe an
entire nation and destroy its future.

The present report discusses the latest developments and
shifts taking place since the nakba. The 64 years are divided into
three phases according to the changes in the life of the
Palestinian people.

The report concludes with a number of recommendations.
One of them is the stimulation of active powers in the Palestinian
societies around the globe to create a case of Palestinian spring
resisting the Israeli occupation. A second one is the awakening of
diplomatic efforts at all levels. A third is the support of the
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Reports And Articles
Prisoners’ Will Is Greater than Occupation’s Arrogance

Ghassan Doa'r

The ‘empty stomachs’ battle shifted from an individual one
to a collective confrontation by all prisoners in the Israeli
occupation jails starting on 17 April, 2012, challenging the
arrogance of the prison administration, which had been torturing
and violating their basic rights. They announced that they would
go on with the strike until they martyrize or force the occupation
to achieve their legal demands, mainly those mentioned below.

The battle represented a national unity stage made up and
supported by various Palestinian factions and bodies, whether in
prison or in the street. The interaction was seen in the forms of
growing demonstrations, performing Friday prayers and holding
sit-in tent. These activities took place before the International
Red Cross, Prisoner’s Club and Israeli checkpoints as well as in
central public squares.

The 28-day strike came to an end with the meeting of all
prisoners’ demands, especially the following:

- Taking out all isolated prisoners from solitary confinement
- Allowing Gazan prisoners’ relatives to visit them
- Stopping the execution of what is called “Shalit Law”

- Agreeing with administrative detainees, by either
preparing a indictment against them or releasing them at
the end of their administrative sentence.
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Such discords are not recent. In spite of Washington’s need
for Islamabad’s geopolitical position during the Cold War, the
relations were subject to various tensions associated with
different interests, mainly those of the US. Therefore, mistrust
grows between the Pakistani military leadership and Washington,
especially when the latter has no momentary interests in
Pakistan.

Strategic Analysis
Strategies of Dealing with Arab Uprisings

Case Studies of Turkey, Iran and Saudi Arabia

Ali Bakeer

The present study explores the geopolitical shifts in the
regional scene in the Arab uprising era. The paper investigates
the strategies of the most significant countries in the Middle East:
Turkey, Iran and Saudi Arabia as well as their impact on the
policies, interests and influence of these parties. The nature, form
and future of mutual relations between the three countries also
need to be addressed. The analysis of the vision of each country
regarding the uprisings would help understand their strategies.

The Syrian revolt is considered a key in the shift of those
states’ regional policies. A contrast is held between the political
stands and steps taken by Ankara, Tehran and Riyadh.

The paper concludes with a scenario of the impact of the end
of the geopolitical battle in the main battlefields of Syria, Egypt
and Bahrain on the three major countries.
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transparency; almost full control of the ruling party;
marginalization of opposition parties and non-partisan groups;
growing numbers of independent political figures; low
parliamentary representation of women and Copts; increased role
of businessmen and political money; and little public
participation.

Whenever this authoritarian plurality experience was about to
improve, the regime's totalitarian culture pulled it further back,
which perhaps accounts for its dramatic ending. The January
2011 uprising managed to bring it down entirely, along with its
constitutional, legislative, organizational and partisan rules. In
the transitional period of 2011-2012 from a dismantled to an
arising system, a general election took place but with
characteristics totally different from previous ones under
authoritarian plurality. The question raised now is: Does this
election indicate that Cairo is heading for a comprehensive
democracy dominated by an Islamist party or coalition, or for a
new phase of open political plurality within a genuine democratic
transformation?

US-Pakistani Relations Crisis and War by Proxy

Ahmad Al Bursan

US-Pakistani  relations are witnessing unprecedented
consequent problems due to accumulated political disputes.
Some of these are repeated American raids on Pakistani targets
as well as difference of opinions on dealing with Afghanistan,
Taliban and other Pakistani armed groups.

The alliance between the two countries is a deceptive one
because of conflicting interests. Although Pakistani governments
are close to Washington and sometimes come to power after
American support, the military institution - which is the most
significant player — is not happy with US policies in South Asia.
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Editorial

The Indicators of Political Change and Restraining in the
Arab World

Editor in Chief

We can argue that the Arab political-social environment that
has come after the revolutions represent a ground for the
dynamics of political and social change in the Arab world. These
dynamics are leading towards the reconstruction of the political
system and therefore the establishment of a democratic, civil and
multi-system based upon citizenship, constitution, law, freedom,
equality and the restoration of civilized identity of the Arab
nation and its heritage.

On the other hand, there are still some powers within the
Arab society that attempt to restrain the change. The article
concludes that the outcome of this approach should motivate the
political decision makers in the Arab post revolutions states to
think of creative methods and ideas to overcome the internal
crisis and conflict and to concentrate on the development and
national partnership.

Research & Studies

Egyptian Elections under and after Authoritarian Plurality
(1976-2012)

Ayman Al Dosouky

Under the 1971 constitution, all Egyptian elections displayed
major features of authoritarian plurality, as formal but not
substantial democracy dominated the scene. In the period 1976-
2010, the elections have always witnessed governmental
intervention in the process and its results; lacked integrity and
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Egypt Presidential Elections 2012
165 | Egypt Presidential Elections Results and
Repercussions
Khyri Omar
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