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future as well as rationalize their track from a civilizational,
Islamic perspective.

It is concluded that the Arab revolutions exploded as a result
of extremely grave external threats. Therefore, their success, side
by side with the rise of the Islamists, is not only associated with
the internal circumstances, but also with foreign factors.
Furthermore, this change is likely to push the entire globe to be
more just and human, not just more democratic as advocates of
democracy preach.
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border crossing. 16 Egyptian soldiers were killed and 7 injured.
No one claimed responsibility of the assault, which was a great
shock to the Egyptians and caused a case of confusion in public,
political and security milieus. The public were obviously divided,
whereas the remains of the previous regime tried to make use of
the event against the new President. In his turn, Mursi showed a
good ability to seize the chance by discharging some military and
security members of senior ranks.

On the other hand, the Palestinian government in Gaza
denied any relation to the incident and repeatedly condemned the
perpetrators. It also took similar measures by tightening control
over borders and tunnels. Furthermore, various public activities
took place around the strip to denounce the attack and show
solidarity with the Egyptian people.

The Israeli authorities urged Cairo to take more serious steps
regarding the deteriorating security situation in Sinai. They, also,
for the first time since the Camp David Agreement, allowed
Egypt to bring in aircraft and heavy military equipment, but
within full security coordination.

Book Review:

The Future of the Arab Revolutions in the Light of
Islamists in Power

Medhat AL Lithy

The Arab revolutions represent a serious shift, mainly in the
several challenges between the national, Arab and Islamic inside,
on the one hand, and the regional, international outside, on the
other. Some of the big questions to rising groups are related to
their Islamic reference, their attitude to change and their ability to
face successive issues. The present study attempts to foresee their
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to chaos. The recommendation was to form a popular national
unity government, putting forward a new election law which
enjoys public consensus and guarantees a safe process.

Egypt: Shifts and Challenges of Transitional Politics
Khyri Omar

When the state goes into a new stage by electing a new
president, this is just a significant step in preparing for a new
order. The rebuilding of the state and its relationship with the
society requires several stages of social transition, one of which
iIs a conflict between the old regime components and the
newcomers, who aim to change the philosophy of political
power. Here, dispute also rises over the philosophy of
development and procedural details in the process of forming
institutions and their management. Therefore, the next stage of
political transition shall witness a great deal of argument.

The present paper discusses the challenges to the new
government which would hinder the total success of its project.
The initial interim phase would witness a kind of dispute over, or
maybe distribution of, power or parts of it. Thus, the question is
how to overcome the difficulties facing the new arrangements as
well as get rid of temporary flaws so that they would not become
typical of the new political order, especially those related to
democracy and civil-military relations. All these issues have to
be addressed within a scope of integration and national interest.

Aggression on Egyptian Rafah: In-depth Reading
Nabeel Birghal

On August 5, 2011, an attack was launched by an armed
group on a military checkpoint of Egyptian border forces at the
Masoura area South Rafah against the Israeli Karm Abu-Salem
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might turn into an enemy after 3 decades of peace, though a cold
one. Furthermore, the Hebrew State dreads a time when it finds
itself encircled by Islamic surroundings, having no choice and
losing its superiority as the major power in the Middle East.

Future of Reform in Jordan
MESC

The Middle East Studies Center held the 4th Political Salon
titled "Future of Reform in Jordan". The event was chaired by
Gen. Mahmoud lIrdisat, the head of the Strategic Studies Center
in King Abdullah Il Academy for Defensive Studies. It was
joined by a host of Jordanian Academics, politicians and experts.

The participants discussed the following determinants for the
success of the course of reform:

1. having a real political will to take a great step in
political reform

2. starting economic reform in the favour of the ordinary
citizen

3. initiating genuine political, diplomatic approaches
aiming to reposition the country in its merited regional
status in the face of the Israeli project

4. revising the constitution in a way that accomplishes
unanimous, settled political reform.

Three future scenarios were presented during the meeting:

1. agreement on common issues for reform

2. regime's contentment with its recent constitutional and
legal reform

3. attempt of regime or some hard-line forces in it to
make a public, political conflict with the opposition.

It was concluded that the future of reform in the kingdom is
not limited to the two options of keeping the status quo or going
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It is comprehensible that, at the outset of revolts, the Israeli
press was in a state of confusion due to the swift changes. They
could neither direct nor adopt a certain attitude about these
changes. However, with the waning of the unrest, the Israeli
media seized the chance to deeply meditate the situation on the
ground. After that, they started promoting the failure of the
uprisings by calling the era the “Arab Fall” rather than the Arab
Spring. In addition, although there are various analyses exploring
this issue in the Jewish State, it is agreed that a general feeling of
concern is spreading in the socio-political scene.

Analysis of Israeli Media Think Tanks' Coverage of
Developments in Egypt

Abdul-Hameed Al-Kayyali

Egyptian affairs constitute a priority for Israeli think tanks as
main partners in official decision-making. The present report, in
Part One, explores the issues in which these centers had special
interest in July and August 2012, namely Egyptian relations with
each of Iran and Israel in the wake of the victory of Mohammad
Mursi — the Muslim Brotherhood candidate in the presidential
elections.

Part Two addresses the major headlines in the Israeli media
in their coverage and analyses: the peace agreement, security in
Sinai and the relation with Hamas.

It is concluded that there is a great deal of concern among the
Israelis not only focused on key issues, but also on down-to-earth
political, journalistic and social details in the most important
Arab country. Both the media and think tanks play the roles of
information and direction in a way that serves national interests
and keeps the other side in the field of reaction. This displays the
state of fear of the changes in the region especially Egypt, which
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1. absence of unified national program

2. disagreement on priorities

3. peace process.

On the other hand, its determinants are the Arab uprisings
and the Palestinian political division.

The study concludes that, in order to achieve Palestinian
political progress, it is necessary to set up a Palestinian national
plan as well as put an end to the division. This could take place
only by reconsidering the major relations regulating the political
process, especially with the occupation with the common
agreements.

As for the Arab uprisings and peace process, which are
supposed to support political action, their impact has been so
weak as a result of the Palestinian powers' inability to utilize the
outcomes of the revolts or the halt in the peace track.

Finally, the paper recommends the following:

1. immediate ending of the division
2. promoting the national feeling of the Palestinian citizen
3. not taking any unilateral actions consolidating the division.

Reports And Articles

Arab Spring in Israeli Media
Lobna Abdel Halim

Since their very beginning, the Arab uprisings have occupied
the Israeli media, decision-makers and study centers as was the
case with many world countries. It was this shift of power from
rulers to the Arab peoples looking forward to a better future,
which the Hebrew State sees as a strategic threat.
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Research & Studies

2012 Algerian General Elections in Light of Arab Political
Shifts

Naima Semina

The party ruling Algeria for 50 years by majority in the
National People's Assembly has been a great disappointment to
the people, who have been looking forward to gradual reform of
the regime. An international campaign was launched to support
the integrity of the legislative elections held in May 2012, as
monitors regarded the process as a significant step towards
reform and democracy. However, national parties contested the
results and said the country had missed a historic chance for
democratic change. The elections proved that the actual authority
Is unable to carry out reform from within the regime. It was also
obvious that the official political parties were neither serious nor
credible among the public.

The question raised now remains: what is the future of
Algeria within the current political freeze as well as the
deliberate exclusion of the people aspiring for change, while the
only way is gradual reform?

Strateqic Analysis

Future of Political Freeze in the Palestinian Cause
Raed Ne'arat

The present paper analyzes the reasons of the Palestinian
political freeze and attempts to answer a question on its
Inevitability and tracks.

It is argued that it is due to 3 reasons:
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Editorial

Is It Time for the Palestinian Spring?
Editor in Chief

Observers agree that the Palestinian cause has been
witnessing a long state of freeze at all levels. However, a number
of West Bank cities saw several demonstrations early September
2012 against the rise in prices. In its turn, Israel was concerned of
these developments, which might lead to further civil unrest
against the Palestinian Authority, collapse of Fateh’s domination
in the region and the outbreak of a third uprising against Israel.
Therefore, Palestinian, Israeli and international parties intervened
to calm the protests.

On the other hand, the unrest displayed the reality of the
diplomacy adopted by the PA, being unable to put an end to the
occupation and stop its internal forms of administrative and
financial corruption. It also gives no way for any other political
or social power to rise and compete with its own approaches and
interests, or get involved in any confrontation with the
occupation.

Hence, it has become necessary, from a Palestinian
perspective, to change this failure course into a comprehensive
national programme, along with an agreed-upon strategy of
resistance to, instead of cooperation with, the occupation. A
minimum state of consensus would result in the restoration of
rights, but without linking Palestinian resources and economy to
the Israelis. Otherwise, the status quo will continue. Even if some
‘tranquilizers’ are given here and there, they would just postpone
the explosion, for it seems through analyzing the reality that the
“Palestinian spring” is not far away anymore.
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