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®2For more: - Abdel Salam E.(1989) Ethnic Politics in The Sudan .- in

S.H.Hurreiz and Abdel Salam(eds) Ethnicity , Conflict and National

Integration in The Sudan.-Khartoum: University of Khartoum .- Printing

Press , PP.29-86.

- Klaus .F.Zimmermann(September 2007) Migrant Ethnic Identity:
Concept and Policy Implication .- IZA .- No 3056 .- Bonn: Germany.
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G8E. Pritchard(1970) The Nuer Of Southern Sudan .- in: M.Fortes and E.

Pritchard(eds) .- African Political Systems .- London: Oxford University
Press, PP. 272-296.
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“3) For more: - Encyclopedia Britannica of World Religions (2006)
Encyclopedia Britannica , Inc, Chicago. 1181P.

- Park ,C.(2004) Religion and Geography .- Chapter 17 in Hinnells , J.(ed)
Rout ledge Companion to The Study of Religion .- London: Rout ledge,
29P.

- The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life (October 2009) Mapping
The Global Muslim Population .- Washington, P.17.- available at
:‘www.pewforum.org

oo s b A el Ol sty 2l Ayl LI G dendl Gyl (VAAV) g5l 2 @Y

4

Gy tiadad) ) Ges gl BSUL e B0 el Bshl (Y00 A ) (g5Ke putll olg

= Vg ez ol g = Obgpdl @ Ladadl jallaey Lo sl &sel)  2LWN 5l

No P c¢£A¢ﬂ\ ol IrJﬁoJﬁL‘

AT o sl B all s 1D,y — L) WAkt (VAAY) Ble ol s o ¢V

VY oy pall 281 Ee 13 a1 — Sl 11 B30 OV AANTS, Cols

YT o il mm e VAN Sl 5 5 g0 ¢ J gt a7

A€ o Gl g e VAAY) Bl gl des ot Y

Gl 1 sl AR LLas G cntdlly s 1 At (VAAA) 302 el (galia — 10500 7
Baslr 1o gb A = a3V S Sl S e = ab s 1§ lal s 13 = Ol sl
Vo B chQQJQJ

- Kenneth Katzner (2002)The Languages of The World .- Third Edition .-
London and New York: Rout ledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, P.363.

®UHeld , C. (1994) Middle East Pattern, Places , Peoples and Politics .-
Oxford: Westview Press, P.76.

©2Metz, H.(1989) Iraq: A country Study .- Washington: Library of
Congress, P. 96.
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®% For more :Ahmed T. el Gaili(2004) Federalism and Tyranny of

Religious Majorities: Challenges to Islamic Federalism in Sudan .-
Harvard International Law Journal .- vol 45, No 2, PP. 503- 546.

©ORone , J.(2003) Sudan: Oil and War .- Review of African Political

Economy , Canada, Car fax, Taylor and Francis , Uk .- No 97, vol 30 ,

P.505.

®DArendLijphart (1977) Democracy in Plural Societies: A Comparative
Exploration .- New Haven , Ct: Yale University Press, P. 25.
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WTO on a Crossroads
Yasmine Al Asa’d

The World Trade Organization is indispensible to the
international community. Therefore, it needs constant
improvement in light of growing trade, major global changes and
economic integrations.

This is a summary of a report on the necessity of a reform
programme. The report is prepared by Dr Talal Abu-Ghazala, a
member of an expert committee at the WTO.

Twenty-three recommendations are made in the report under
4 major aspects to sustain the organization, namely: enhancing
commerce; simplifying and boosting  decision-making;
encouraging governance; forging a liable process to judge any
action related to the reform proposals.

There are also 3 appendices. The first includes the
recommendations, the second highlights the importance of
holding an agreement on internet economy, and the third gives an
overview of Dr Abu-Ghazala.
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variables, such as the world's political mood, in general, and the
Arab uprisings, in particular.

Egypt Political Scene
Khyri Omar

It is necessary to consider the various internal and external
aspects of the current Egyptian crisis. However, the present paper
only focuses on internal factors represented by the dispute
between the authorities and political groups, mainly over each
party’s proposal about the way out of the dilemma. This is not to
underestimate economic or foreign influence, but local factors
seem to be the most significant due to the differences in political
parties’ perspective of the track and targets of the transitional
stage.

The political scene is witnessing an increasing mistrust in
both the opposition and authorities as long as the conflict
continues. Therefore, in light of the controversy of mutual
legitimacy and recognition, hard questions are being raised about
the possible conciliatory solutions suggested by each party.

The general elections assigned on April 22, 2013 could have
been a good chance to put an end to the crisis. Nevertheless, their
delay on the purpose of completing their regulations has led to
further debate. Now, if the balloting is to improve the situation, a
minimum level of satisfaction needs to be maintained about the
legal and executive frameworks of the process in a bid to
motivate all parties to join it and accept its results.
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Reports And Articles

Scenarios for the Palestinian Scene
Raed Ne'arat

It seems that the situation in Palestine can only be described
as the 'mercurial reality'. It is constantly changing due to various
internal or external factors. Within this scene, enormous efforts
are exerted by Palestinian, Arab and Islamic parties to maintain
the unity of the people. They aim at safeguarding the cause from
the swift shifts which may come to the point of forgetting that
ending the Israeli occupation is the ultimate target for all the
Palestinians' efforts to gain their self-determination and
independent statehood, with Jerusalem as its capital.

Accordingly, the following are six possible scenarios for the
Palestinian scene in terms of reconciliation as well as the
question of the elections which is raised from time to time. The
first is the persistence of the status quo. The second,
preferred by Fatah, is accord without elections. The third,
preferred by Hamas, is both accord and elections. The
fourth, hoped by the people, is the situation's return to the
pre-division era. The fifth is ordinary elections in the West
bank and electronic balloting in the Gaza Strip. The sixth is
the partitioning of the reconciliation.

To what extent the aforementioned scenarios are realistic
remains under investigation, but one should be cautious while
discussing any of them. In fact, the one of the partitioning of the
reconciliation may be the most practical according to the current
conditions, bearing in mind the significant role of the political
and partisan polarization on the ground. In addition, there is the
direct and indirect influence of regional and international
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- lIsraeli Knesset Results and New Cabinet

A Reading of Israeli Knesset Results and New Cabinet
Nabeel Bourgal

In the wake of the 19st Israeli general elections held on
January 22, 2013, some described the results as ‘historic’,
expected to bring about an obvious turn in the internal political
map.

However, any comparison with the previous balloting in
2009 shows that no relevant radical shift seems to take place.
According to the reality of the results, none of the two main
camps is able to impose its own agenda without a comfortable
majority. Therefore, the political plans of the new government
are not likely to come up with any noticeable change.

The cabinet, the 33rd of its kind since the establishment of
the state, was formed on March 14, 2013 after nearly 45 days of
consultations and is headed by Benyamin Netanyahu. In the
Knesset, it won the confidence vote by 68 and was opposed by
48 members.

It consists of 21 ministers from the various blocs of the
government coalition. It is relatively so small in contrast with its
30-member predecessor, in spite of the similar number of parties
participating in both cabinets. The formation also witnessed the
absence of Shas party for the first time since 2005.

There are a number of outstanding external issues awaiting
the government, such as the Iranian nuclear file, the Syrian crisis
and the peace with the Palestinians. On the other hand, some
internal issues need to be handled like the budget, support for the
middle class, settlement and military service for the ultra-
orthodox.
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monitoring, legislation and fighting corruption. If the principles
of democracy, equality and justice, the parliament will restore its
public confidence.

To discuss the election results and the parliament’s part in
political and economic reform, the Middle East Studies Center
based in Amman organized a political salon hosting a number of
experts and politicians. They argued that almost all Jordanian
political, social and other civil groups agree that the law, stage
and procedures of the elections had not been satisfactory enough
to the various parties with regard to the outcomes. Nevertheless,
iIf some reasonable political, economic and social reform is
accomplished by the 17th term, confidence may be regained in
the legislators and state institutions. Furthermore, the gathering
proposed direct national dialogue between political parties and
actual decision-makers, along with keeping peaceful public
pressure for the just demands of reform.

In a relevant matter, the Middle East Institute of Washington
held a symposium on the details of the election process and the
subsequent challenges. One of the several observations referred
to the absence of genuine political competition based on
programmes, mainly with the boycott of the Islamists. Moreover,
the monitoring of the elections usually encompasses 3 major
parts, namely: public interaction and the improvement of
procedures in contrast with the previous balloting; its integrity
and transparency; and its influence on the political scene. The
regime seems to have made some progress in the first and second
points, but nothing in the last one.
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In order to explore the reality of the ethnic variety and
incongruity in the Sudanese population, the present paper is
divided into 4 sections elaborating on the major relevant
determinants influencing the shape of the state, namely:
geography, race, religion and language.

It is concluded that the Sudanese population map is
ethnically too complicated and incoherent. The country is
classified as unstable, due to the political system’s inability to
meet the demands of the different ethnic groups. It, thus, cannot
achieve the required harmony to keep the stability of the state.

Accordingly, the ethnic variety has been one of the main
reasons for the deterioration of national unity as well as the
attrition of state resources in local conflicts, accelerating the
division and collapse of the state.

In addition, the long national experience has proved the
impossibility of achieving unity or even separation on
compulsory, undemocratic bases. In order to solve the problem of
participation in multi-ethnic, -lingual or -religious societies,
accord democracy is one of the proposed ways to guarantee
stability and advancement.

Files Issue

- 2013 Jordanian Parliamentary Elections

2013 Jordanian Parliamentary Elections: Results and
Challenges

Bayan Al Omari

The parliament is a major decision-making institution in
Jordan. It bears a great responsibility in raising the level of
political will to achieve the public demands for reform. The
people are awaiting its capability to retain its role by means of
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milieus, like that of Israel on the Middle East, including Iran. In
its turn, Tehran may do the same with its neighbours like Saudi
Arabia and Azerbaijan, leading to an endless vicious circle.

It seems that Iran’s possession of a nuclear weapon is only a
question of time. On the one hand, it has taken a strategic
approach benefiting from previous experiences in the region. On
the other hand, it has employed the central status of the Middle
East in global political competition. Therefore, from a
geostrategic perspective, any clash between Tehran and the Gulf
Cooperation Council states would be useless. The former is
regionally isolated and can only gain strategic significance by
contacting these states. Furthermore, such weaponry will not
grant Tehran the upper hand against them or any other countries
in the region. This is simply because Saudi Arabia may obtain
such a weapon or other nuclear powers will probably be present
to maintain political regional balance.

In the meantime, the Arab states need to cooperate with each
other as well as with other countries — like Turkey, Azerbaijan and
Pakistan — as well as employ their relations and influence with Iran
along with other regional powers to bring about a new setting.

Sudan’s Ethnic Composition and Dividing Role:
Geopolitical Study

Anwar Kamel

Human geographical factors are of the major natural ones in
estimating a state’s political power. In fact, most of today’s
world countries’ problems spring from human causes. One of
these is ethnicity, which measures how coherent or incoherent
the parts of a state are and to what extent the citizens are
integrated and faithful to the state, displaying its degree of
stability.
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president, from the earlier Cairo agreement with Hamas under
the patron of Egypt. He insists, instead, to form the new
government under his premier and to go to the presidential and
legislative elections immediately within three months.

So this is the price that Benjamin Netanyahu received in
advance to resume negotiations with Palestinians. On the other
hand the price that Palestinians will gain is not yet clear for what
they have paid.

Based on these regards, the analysis of these variables opens
the opportunity to accept the idea that the U.S. still have enough
momentum to restore the strategic security of Israel. This effort is
aimed to challenge the Arab revolutions' impacts on Israel at the
strategic level.

Such conclusion shows the disability shown by the Arab and
Palestinian resistance, on one hand, and the Arab revolutionary
forces, on the other, who couldn’t invest in the Arab spring
change to restore and consolidate the Arab position against the
Israeli aggression.

Hence, it is the best time to fulfill the Arab peoples' demand
to redesign and develop the Arab strategic vision towards the
Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian cause at both public and
official levels.

Research & Studies

Global Dimensions of Nuclear Proliferation
Kareem Maslouh

It is often both outstanding military nuclear technologies and
major international powers’ political calculations that lead to the
provision of one country or another with nuclear weapons. Such
dependent countries have had a domino effect on their regional
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Editorial

The price to resume negotiations with Israel
IS to guarantee its strategic security

Editor in Chief

Obama's visit in March 2013 to Israel, Jordan and the
Palestinian Authority carried huge surprises with respect to shifts
in the Middle East. It comes in light of the problems that the U.S.
policy faces on one hand, and the strategic and security situation
for Israel on the other.

Three incidents of such surprises have accompanied and
followed this visit. They already form the interceptor to the
possibility of the deep and wide strategic change in the Middle
East. Such a change is believed to have enough dynamic power
to modify the balance of power with Israel in favor of the Arab
project to liberate Palestine and to implement the right of return
for the Palestinian people.

If these changes succeed, they are supposed to challenge
Israeli security and project. They will be followed by negative
geo-political change on the political status of Israel.

The Obama's gift tolsrael included the transform
of Jerusalemand Al-Agsa cause from the Palestinian
responsibility to the Hashemite King of Jordan on both religious
and legal levels. Such a shift exempts Palestinians from the most
difficult file in the Palestinian-Israeli negotiations. This cause
used to be considered a heavy burden obstructive to reach an
agreement between Israel and the Palestinians. The second gift
was the resumption of Turkish relations with Israel to ease the
unrest in the strategic environment surrounding Israel. The third
gift was the retreat of Abass, Fatah's leader and Authority
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