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destroyed tunnels. The Rafah Border Crossing is also closed
most of the time. Gazans are suffering a lot from being prevented
from travelling, a severe fuel crisis, a hike in prices of smuggled
staples and expensive, scarce construction materials.

Furthermore, Egyptian security forces tried to return the
Palestinian Authority’s powers on Gaza, but Hamas rejected.

Upon the fall of Mursi’s regime, Hamas lost one of its major
allies. The ability of Qatar and Turkey for its support diminished.
Thus, the group’s option of reconciliation with Fatah has become
more significant, but it may also resume launching rockets
against Israel.

These developments have pushed the peace process parties to
seize the opportunity to resume talks and achieve new
breakthroughs in the Palestinians’ attitudes.

Some Israeli-Western policies are likely to rise towards Gaza
and Hamas, such as the attempt to improve the economic
situation and enhance the diplomatic recognition of the group, in
return for discarding violence but without abandoning weapons
or recognizing Israel, all within the reconciliation process.
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Egyptian stance changed to criminalizing the description of Israel
as ‘an enemy state’ and considering Hamas an enemy group.

These brisk shifts are intensely reflected in the internal front,
not only in the parties’ realization that it has become a strategic
conflict of existence, but also in the absence of any potential or
clear point of agreement. Furthermore, if an Israeli role is
significant, the crisis is not likely to come to an end soon unless
the Muslim Brotherhood is politically and socially dismantled.
Israel believes that it now has a historical chance to open
strategic options with limited costs. This vision differs from that
of the US in terms of the scope of exclusion. Washington aims to
politically marginalize the organization but without excluding it
from public presence.

However, there are factors confining the aspirations of Israel
and some of the new rulers in Egypt. These are connected to the
characteristics of the Egyptian people and their long, continuous
peaceful protest against the new authorities. Moreover, the latest
events since those of the Republican Guards clash with the
traditional doctrine of official institutions.  Therefore, the
survival of the crisis and the complicated external pressures may
set a number of options, such as organizing a referendum on
constitutional amendments or carrying on with constitutional
declarations, the latter of which is associated with no
breakthrough in the combat against Islamists.

Repercussions of Egypt’s Coup on Gaza
Mohammad AL Jamal

The coup of Egypt has had several repercussions on the
Palestinian issue, in general, and the Gaza Strip, in particular, as
the Egyptian army showed hostile behaviours against Hamas and
the strip. For example, on the coup’s first day, Egyptian forces
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understandings depart from Geneva 1 to the political side, it is
hoped that a comprehensive settlement would be reached.

In relevant, broader terms, Moscow has raised a number of
regional and international questions which, according to the Arab
Crisis Team, need specialists’ deep answers leading to accurate
outcomes. Some of them are on US-Russian relations, shifts in
Moscow’s international status and US-Iranian ties. Any
developments on Tehran’s nuclear issue would have certain
impacts, such as increasing its regional influence and, perhaps,
forming a new scene affecting all the neighbours countries,
including the Arab states, Turkey and Israel.

File Issue

Israel and the Egyptian Crisis
Khyri Omar

The crisis of Egypt is believed to be away from the doctrine
of the military. It has witnessed unprecedented violence, which
has caused uncounted or unannounced deaths in a country known
for accuracy of statistics. On the other hand, the Israeli
straightforward concern of the dilemma and continuous support
to the events could help determine the direct factors shaping the
course of Egyptian politics. In addition to the appearance of
Egyptian officials on Israeli media, the figures close to the new
rulers are linked to previous periods for promoting normalization
and joining the ‘Copenhagen Alliance’ in the late 1990’s. As the
status quo does not pave the way for the return of Mubarak’s
men or regime, different rules are set for the game to reflect the
close relation between the Hebrew State and the new rulers in
Cairo. For instance, it is not a normal incident to charge someone
with contact with Hamas. This means that, in a decade’s time, the
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The proposal represented a great chance for all relevant
parties to gain further time looking for suitable political ways out
of the status quo with maximum advantages. It also had other
impacts detailed by the report.

The implementation of the resolution is likely to face several
obstacles. In political terms, the intentions of different parties —
especially those of the regime and Washington — play a
significant role in this matter. Furthermore, others in the region
and in the opposition are unenthusiastic about the content of the
initiative and the resolution. Other aspects have to do with the
security of the international teams; the degree of cooperation on
the part of Damascus and the armed groups with regard to the
inspectors’ efforts” requirement; availability of financial
resources as well as technical and structural conditions for
destruction; and the treatment of possible environmental effects
of chemical substances.

There are three scenarios for the future of the Russian project
and the UN resolution. First, the execution may fail, assuming
that most relevant parties have given an initial approval to gain
time and avoid undesirable repercussions. If they are not carried
out due to the challenges or the attempts to hamper them, a
military strike — or the threat to launch one — might be back.
Second, they may take place by means of an international accord
if all the parties find it a middle way to maintain their interests.
Third, the same circumstances may continue for a while if the
difficulties keep going, allowing the disputants more time to re-
evaluate their stands and take other options.

On the ground, the civil war is still taking the lives of
Syrians, making them homeless and destroying their country
before and after the initiative. The reason is that it concentrated
on the chemical weapons. However, if the US-Russian
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professional, comprehensive way — which could have alleviated
the consequences at all levels.

Finally, the participants called for restraint so that internal
contradictions would not come to the fore and clashes would not
erupt to make civil of regional wars, which attritions the
capacities of the Arab nation. Incitation of such disputes needs to
be avoided, regardless of any sectarian, ideological or political
reasons. They also recommended dealing with the Syrian crisis in
a transparent, professional manner in a bid to ease its negative
Impacts and preserve national unity and security.

Russia’s Initiative to Destroy Syria’s Chemical
Weapons

Arab Crises Team

In the aftermath of the chemical shelling of Ghouta in East
Damascus on August 21, 2013, the US threatened to launch a
military attack on Syria. However, Russia came up with an
initiative to destroy Syria’s chemical weapons, which the Syrian
regime approved at once. Upon Russian-US understandings, talks
took place in the UN Security Council and ended in Resolution
2118 on September 27, 2013. There was an unprecedented
international consensus on the crisis since the armed conflict
began in March 2011.

The resolution made general, short references to an overall
political settlement — without a definite schedule — based on
Geneva Convention 1, which stipulates the persistence of the
regime or parts of it within a partnership with the opposition.
But, more importantly, it focused on the destruction of Syrian
chemical weaponry within a time framework before the end of
June 2014, which almost coincides with the end of Bashar Al-
Assad’s term in July.
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state for several centuries and, thus, have to compensate the
Jews.

Repercussions of the Syrian Crisis on Jordan

Abdul Hameed Al Kayyali

The MESC organized a political salon on the Repercussions
of the Syrian Crisis on Jordan to discuss the economic, political,
security and social consequences. For instance, in terms of
economy, the participants argued that the flow of Syrian refugees
added to the financial pressures on the kingdom, which already
suffers from deficit, debts and unemployment. It also affected the
size of health and educational services; subsidy of fuel and bread;
land transportation sector and flow of goods between the two
countries.

With regard to politics, the participants believed that the
Jordanian government’s fears of the fall or survival of the Syrian
regime have confused the internal scene and its progress for
reform. The fall of Bashar as well as the rise of a democratic
government would enhance the chances for democratic shifts in
the entire Arab region, including the kingdom. On the other hand,
if he stays, some predict that such shifts will be hampered.

With reference to the military and security impacts on the
kingdom, the participants mentioned the high costs paid to
prevent any forms of infiltration of national security.
Furthermore, raising alertness and taking utmost readiness at
military and security departments affect the programmes of
various ranks and units as wells need high sums which traditional
budgets cannot hold.

On the social side, since the beginning of the crisis, the state
has not specified a single official body to deal with it in a
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as anti-Semitism and oppression against them were spreading
around the globe. It claimed that, unless a special state for Jews
to lead their lives freely and independently, the situation would
continue forever.

This is proved by the writings and arguments of several of
the movement’s leaders. However, the new development is that
the current Israeli government, led by Netanyahu, has started
setting the recognition by the Palestinian negotiators of the
Jewish State as a pre-condition to resume talks as well as give the
Palestinians some illusionary or secondary gains, which are basic
rights for any human being.

The present report only discusses three relevant questions.
First, is there a clause in the International law which allows for a
state to be merely based on religion? Second, what are Israel’s
targets of setting the recognition of the Jewish State as a pre-
condition? Third, what are the impacts of such recognition by
Palestinian officials?

The report finds out that the International Law does not allow
Israel to be a racial state for a single religion or ethnicity, as the
Zionist Movement claims, at the expense of another nation. In
other words, calling Israel a “state for Jews’ is a flagrant violation
of several international conventions.

With reference to the current over-anxiousness to gain
approval of the Jewish nature of the state, it is made as a real
obstacle to the talks until the Palestinian land is taken and filled
with settlements.

If the Jewish State is recognized, the Palestinian refugees’
right to return to their homes, cities and village will be harmed,
along with their right of compensation for the damage caused by
the occupation. That is, if it is a homeland only for Jews, a
Palestinian refugee cannot go back to it. More seriously,
Palestinian and Arabs may be considered the colonizers of the
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Therefore, the years to come are likely to witness more
interaction between the growing Turkish economy and the Horn
of Africa, which is thirsty for development and fulfillment of
basic needs.

Reports And Articles

Future of Western Relations with Iran under Rouhani
Saad Ben Nami

The 11th Iranian presidential elections on June 15, 2013
brought Reformist candidate Hassan Rouhani, defeating five
conservatives supported by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. Such a result has a number of indications, most
important of which are the society’s approach towards the
foreign world and strong desire to leave behind the previous
stage with its hard economic conditions which affect people’s
daily lives. They are unhappy with some of former President
Mahmoud Ahmadi nejad’s policies, especially those connected
with foreign policy and ties with regional and Western countries.

The Iranians’ wish to open to the West was confirmed during
a session for the UN General Assembly on September 24, 2013.
There was also the phone call between Obama and Rouhani.

The present report explores the development of Iranian
relations with the Europeans and — more importantly — the US as
well as their possible impacts on the nuclear file, some regional
issues and the Arabian Gulf states.

Jewish Nature of the State: Targets and Impacts

Abdullah Abu Eid

In its beginning, the Zionist Movement called for a ‘Jewish
State’ for all the Jews of the world. It called it a necessity of life
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Research & Studies

Current Turkish Approach to the Horn of Africa
Abedel Salam Al Baghdady

The Turkish approach to the Horn of Africa comes within the
new general interest in the Black Continent from Cairo to Cape
Town. It has political, economic (commercial and investment)
and even security implications. It also raises humanitarian
slogans to help the countries of the region, which actually suffer
from internal political, economic and ethnically social problems,
in addition to complicated inter-state disputes.

These countries also have issues related to foreign powers,
such as the US, Israel, Europe and China. However, the region —
with 180-million population, five-million square kilometers and
un-invested agricultural and cattle treasures — still offers great
chances for Ankara. The latter has a rising economy; enjoys an
insightful leadership with new, multi-faceted visions in foreign
policy; has a close geographical location; adopts humanitarian
slogans; and follows economic motives void of any colonial
heritage.

The paper sheds light on the political, economic and
humanitarian aspects of Ankara’s approach to Ethiopia, Kenya,
Somalia and Uganda.

It is concluded that the new concern paves the way for more
progress from Turkey and further opportunities from the
Africans. This strategic geographical space has enormous
amounts of fresh water as well as commercial and investment
potentials.
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Editorial

The Shift in the US-Iran relations and its consequences
Editor in Chief

The article concludes that the US aimed from the shift in
relations with Iran to block any possible Russian coalitions that
might endanger the vital American interests in the region, as well
as the Iranian nuclear program. As for Iran, It has been confirmed
that the American-Russian deal to destroy the Syrian chemical
weapons has extremely motivated Iran to take a step towards
Washington to enhance the former’s international strategic
presence and influence in the region.

Three scenarios have been expected that might determine the
scale of shift in US-Iran relations. The first scenario expects a
limited scale of bilateral understandings upon the Syrian crisis
that might lead to political settlement. On the contrary, second
scenario expects wider scale of understandings that enclose vital
Iranian participation in regional security measures. In return, the
US expects from Iran to halt backing anti-Israel movements over
the region from one side, and to halt developing its nuclear
program from the other side. The third scenario expects that the
US might be discouraged by GCC and Israel, as well as the
Iranian hesitation to comply with the conditions of the Arab-
Israeli conflict. As such, the shift might stop by the destruction of
the Syrian chemical weapons.

Being taken place in the nearest future, the shift of US-Iran a
relation is expected to highly influence the balance of regional
power for the interest of Iran and Israel. Meanwhile, the regional
role of Turkey and the Arab Gulf states is expected to draw
backward.
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