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'_ Soner Cagaptay, The Impact of Syria’s Refugees on Southern Turkey,
The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 1828 L Street NW, Suite
1050, Washington, DC 2013, P.1.

> UNHCR, “Syria Regional Refugee Response” (see data for refugees in
Lebanon and Jordan), as of August 20, 2013,
https://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php.

3 - UNHCR, “UNHCR Turkey Syrian Refugee Daily Sitrep,” as of August
20, 2013, https://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224.
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Issue Seminar

Challenges to the Democratic Change in the Arab Spring
Countries

MESC

A symposium on the Challenges to the Democratic Change
in the Arab Spring Countries was organized by the MESC on
January 25, 2014. It was chaired by Professor Ahmed Said Nofal,
political science specialist and member of MESJ’s editorial
board. It was joined by former MP and political science Professor
Husni Al-Shiyyab; former Head of the Strategic Studies Centre at
King Abdullah College for National Defense, Director General of
the Association of Retired Soldiers and retired Major General
Mahmoud Irdisat; and Head of the Consultation and Information
Unit at MESC and Editor-in-chief of MESJ Dr Abudul-Hameed
Al-Kayyali.

The discussion centered on the following topics: Islamists’
advancement in the wake of the Arab Spring, absence of a
national partnership philosophy for political powers and elites
and the role of the security and military in the Arab Spring
countries.

The following conclusions were reached. First, since the
transition seen by the Arab World could take a few years and
perhaps a decade, it is still early to issue judgments on the results
of the Arab Spring. Second, as solving the problem of democracy
in the region is connected to “political Islam”, genuine
democratic societal dialogue needs to be launched in order to
come up with understandings and settlements. As for the role of
the security and military, is unquestionable in all world
democracies that states enjoy a civil status and that the armed
forces have nothing to do with politics.
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There were a number of gains which do not satisfy political
and professional powers due to external and internal obstacles.
The external obstacles were mainly seen in a regional alliance
aimed at thwarting any democratic project, with each country
having its own reasons and targets. The internal obstacles were
basically represented in the regime’s promotion of two exclusive
options: the status quo, or freedom and reform but without
security as was the case in neighbouring countries.

Another internal problem was the inability of political
powers to put forward a specific roadmap for reform which
would indicate a state of agreement among all Jordanian
political, youth and professional groups. Other obstacles may be
the composition of the society as well as the disagreement over
both citizenship and the identity of the state.

In 2014, the political, economic situation is unlikely to differ
from that of the previous 3 years of the Arab Spring for several
reasons. One of them is the continuous deterioration of the
individuals’ and State’s economic conditions. The way this issue
Is dealt with in the regional and international contexts is not
effective. Another reason is the persistence of the non-trust state
between the political components of the society and the various
state institutions.

In conclusion, a way has to be found out of the dilemma of
the dead-end in the Jordanian political horizon, in addition to the
worsening regional crises and their potential impacts on the
kingdom. The past disputes need to be forgotten in order to
prioritize the country’s interests and stability. Common goals
have to be agreed upon to put an end the state of polarization and
non-trust.
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Iragi List, which is a list of most of the currents Sunni and other
liberal and headed by lyad Allawi ( a liberal Shiite) on the
highest number of votes , and was supposed to be is you get on
the eligibility of the formation of the government, but because of
the interactions of large , and the objection of the National
Coalition consolidated figures of the Iragi List , and the
continuing struggle for the presidency The government more
than 6 months and then enter the regional powers and its support
for the lraqgi List, the owners were forced to accept several
conditions have not been implemented as yet.

Maliki invested American support to back his wish to install
the rule in any he could , to find a justification for an honourable
withdrawal, and was also supported by Iran , which is now trying
to get a third term based on the Iranian support is limited and to
be assured of the votes of workers in the armed forces and
security agencies who are estimated to number more than
500.000 members .

But the fortunes of al-Maliki foundered largely because of its
failure to maintain the security achieved some successes |,
especially in the western provinces with a Sunni majority , and
the continued security breaches in Baghdad , and the exclusion of
the partners politicians even from members of the National
Alliance (Shiite).

Obstacles to Political Reform in Jordan

Abdel Hadi Al Falahat

The Jordanian recent activity demanding for reform started
with youth powers, away from traditional political parties. It was
limited to remote areas and small cities, taking an obvious youth
and tribal form along with some participation from opposition
parties and professional associations. It moved after a long time
to large cities on a small scale.
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to return the democratic, constitutional track and the solutions are
proposed by acceptable parties. Thirdly, it may give in to the
status quo, which currently has a weak chance.

Finally, a ‘way out of the crisis’ strategy is proposed by the
report within two fundamental stages: announcing a work plan
for both parties as a ‘declaration of good intent and trust-
building’, and agreement on major principles for a solution and
future setting. The report also suggests mechanisms to implement
the strategy and makes recommendations to end the crisis for all
relevant parties.

Iraqi Political Scene: Reality vs. Future Scenarios

Abduljabar Al Ghareeri

Anyone who has followed the case of the Iraqi finds that the
political process in Iraq after the U.S. occupation in 2003 was
born in expetional conditions has caused the conditions of
occupation and previous dictatorial power , which was the cause
of these birth pangs , Iragi political parties that exercised political
action after the occupation mostly stems from ideologies |,
religious sectarian or ethnic nationalism so turned into a tool to
divide the Iragi people by the components of sectarian , ethnic ,
therefore, it split the Iragis to Sunni Arabs and Shiite Arabs ,
Kurds, Turkmen , and minorities ( Christians , Sabians , Yazidis,
Shabak ) , and led this division significant failures in the process
political differences have emerged clear in every election cycle
there is almost completed and the problem only surfaced again.

the first elections was boycotted by Sunni Arabs formed the
interim Iraqi government in 2004 , the third authority ruled Iraq
after the fall of the regime , and the government came second in
2005 through a parliamentary election and won the chair of the
National Coalition Consolidated (a coalition of several Shiite
parties ), then the elections were held in 2010 , which got the
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and the current methodology on the part of the opposition. Each
has problems weakening its advantages and eliminating the
ability to overcome the calamity. As long as there are no visions
or initiatives, the political crisis will most likely escalate, theories
of co-existence will stay away and economy and security will
keep deteriorating.

Four scenarios are suggested for the escalation. The first is a
political settlement, which has good chances. The second is the
current regime’s failure on the democratic, constitutional track,
which has weak chances in the foreseen future. The third is the
regime’s success in imposing new rules for the political game,
which has a weak chance. The fourth is the country’s slide into
violence, which has also weak chances in the present national
scene.

A number of choices are available for each party to end the
crisis, with varying degrees of possible success. On the one hand,
the regime may, firstly, gamble on the imposition of the status
guo along with the implementation of a “future road map’, which
Is highly expected from the regime. Secondly, it may take steps
to ease tension and improve its rule, such as stopping security
measures, giving freedoms of expression and demonstration and
returning prohibited media. Thirdly, it can accept a compromise
of agreement and collective participation on the basis of national
interests and the uprising’s targets, engaging all parties in an
interim stage.

On the other hand, the National Alliance for Supporting
Legitimacy may, firstly, choose steadfastness to carry on with the
peaceful rejection of the new situation, insisting on uncovering
the dangers of the coup ‘against legitimacy’. Continuing with this
choice is a strong possibility. Secondly, it may accept a
compromise meeting most of the disputants’ demands. The
coalition is most likely to take this option if there are guarantees
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fragility of the Arab axis, which is supposed to be supportive of
the Palestinians.

In conclusion, the study presents the following scenarios. At
the level of the Arab-Israeli conflict, it could either stay the same,
open partly or escalate with a complete dead-end. At the Arab
and regional levels, dictatorships are expected to receive more
support, which springs from the state of peace seen in the conflict
for decades. A second possibility is the rise of an Islamist
revolutionary project, which would reproduce a state of fear and
instability to the conflict. A third possibility is a partial success
of the uprisings, leading to better political and economic
conditions in the Arab World, but without engaging in the
conflict or attempting to change the regional balance of power.

Reports And Articles

Egyptian Crisis Scenarios
Arab Crises Team

The ACT report in this issue discusses the course of the
Egyptian crisis in case of escalation or halt. It presents an initial
perspective of the repercussions, each party’s choices and likely
scenarios. It also sets headlines for possible solutions by means
of reconciliation efforts and initiatives if both parties are ready
and the mediator acceptable. Agreement should take place
according to proper basics and mechanisms of negotiation in a
bid to put an end to the current crisis. However, if the situation
deteriorates, it will constitute a catastrophe for Egypt, with all its
components, as well as cause negative consequences to the entire
Arab World and its democratic trends.

The report notes that neither of the two parties has a clear
vision to end the crisis, although they are both in a dilemma in
terms of the construction of institutions on the part of the regime
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dramatic shift in the entire region. In spite of the continuous
changes of events and circumstances, making it so difficult to
predict the future, most shifts have affected the nature and track
of the Arab-Israeli conflict. The issue represents a dependent,
rather than an independent, case. It is subject to a set of regional
and international variables more than relying on internal factors.

Therefore, analyzing such developments, especially those in
the Arab World and the Region, would help foresee their impact
on the future of the conflict firstly on its components and
secondly on its approaches. The two basic approaches which
directly affect the issue and, thus, need exploration are the
Palestinian-Israeli peace settlement and the Palestinian
resistance.

It is found that the general Arab scene has had a number of
internal impacts affecting the conflict and reviving morale to
Arab peoples. There are also the absence of the form of axes
which spread before the Arab Spring, like those of moderation
and resistance as well as the weakness of the two biggest Arab
regimes in Egypt and Syria.

At the regional level, Iran and Turkey have been the most
significant. On the one hand, Tehran has been paying little
attention to the Palestinian issue. Furthermore, Israel is likely to
make use of the US-Iranian rapprochement to achieve gains at
the expense of the issue. On the other hand, as Ankara is seen by
the Arabs to constitute a regional model for an overall reform, it
is expected to have a positive impact on the Palestinian cause.
This is due to its distinguished role in internal Palestinian
relations as well as its support to the peace process.

As for the Palestinian developments, there are several current
internal and external problems. Of the first type is the weakness
of many Palestinian movements. Of the second type is the
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Therefore, the study is divided into three sections:

Section One: political discourse of the state’s nature and
identity between what is civil, religious and military

Section Two: political practice
Section Three: future political impacts

Upon analyzing the approaches of the different parties
towards a civil state, the common points are found to be very
few, both in theory and practice. The alliances and relations
developed in this period have not shown a common desire to
arrive at such a framework.

The main challenge to a civil state and ways to establish it
seem to lie in the state of social and political hatred and division.
The status quo indicates a rejection of both civil and religious
aspects, which was not the case at the time of the uprising. The
conflict between the two concepts has consolidated the control of
the military establishment. This reflects the increasing gap
between social and political movements in managing difference
or setting alternatives to construct a political system based on
mutual consent. Accordingly, after the 2012 constitutional
amendments, the civil-military relation will stay in a permanent
dilemma.

Strateqic Analysis

Arab and Regional Developments in the Arab-Israeli
Conflict
Rae’d Nuarat

In the last 3 years, the political Arab and regional scene has
witnessed a number of developments, which could lead to a
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and the impact of the US-Iranian agreement and the fall of Al-
Assad’s regime on this influence.

It is concluded that Washington’s success in taming Tehran
has almost put an end to the crisis between the Sunni Gulf states
and Iran — the patron of Shi’a around the globe — at the expense
of the Syrian uprising and the Turkish influence. Furthermore,
due to its experience in the region, the US has managed to
guarantee the Israeli national security, at least in the difficult time
of suspending the fall of Al-Assad and the attrition of the
opposition. This means entangling the Erdogan-Oglu plans.

Political Approaches towards a Civil State after Egyptian
Jan. 2011 Uprising: Critical Analysis Study

Khyri Omar

Since the outbreak of the Egyptian uprising in January 2011,
there has been a broad debate and significant shifts in terms of
the identity of the state, which indicates future quality challenges.
Dispute has become clear over the nature of the state between
secularists and Islamists, focused on the contrast between a civil,
religious and military state. The present study attempts to foresee
the track of the political shift in the country by investigating three
aspects. The first is the political approaches towards a civil state
since the revolt, derived from documents, statements and
announcements connected to the interim stage by all relevant
parties. The second is the relationship between the various
political and intellectual trends and their impacts on the track of
the dilemma, by looking into the political employment of the
concepts of ‘civil’, ‘religious’ and ‘military’ to reach what is
called *Brotherhoodization’. The third is the impact of political
parties’ different perspectives of those contradictory concepts on
the building of the state and their likely scenarios.
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economy, development and investment, along with its effect on
the social and cultural composition.

The article concludes that what is required today is a
comprehensive pan-Arab dialogue, trying to avoid violence,
extremism and takfir in the region through the efforts of those of
intellect in our great Arab nation. That aims at putting an end to
internal attrition, preventing further hatred between us,
implementing theories of national partnership and stopping the
phenomena of intellectual, partisan, sectarian and ethnic
exclusion. If this happens, national harmony would be achieved
in each country, followed by pan-Arab agreement, giving the
nation strength and success to play its independent, pioneer role,
rather than its currently planned part in serving other country’s
politics and security.

Research & Studies

Turkey’s Regional Influence in Light of Syrian Crisis
Khaled Abu Elhasan

Since Erdogan came to power, Turkey’s regional influence
has been rising, supported by strong economic and military
potentials increasing year after year. However, as the government
have realized how hard it is to join the EU, the Turkish poeople —
led by Erdogan — are trying to build a powerful national entity in
the Middle East. They have taken another path of leading the
Islamic World or, at least, being present in the lead of separated
Islamic countries.

Nevertheless, the latest regional events are causing a
dilemma for the republic as a number of factors are confusing the
calculations of the Turkish officials. The present study explores
the reasons for the decline of such influence, how to rebuild it
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Editorial

Repercussions of the Confrontation with Political Islam in
the Arab World

Editor in Chief

The article confirms that, in a number of Arab countries, the
“war against political Islam” has replaced the “war against
terror”, which spread across the world in the 1st decade of the
21st century, especially after the Islamists managed to win in free
general elections.

Furthermore, the article refers to the accusation of the
Muslim Brotherhood that all ‘takfir’ and violence groups have
used it as a point of departure. In fact, this theory is unrealistic as
the ideologies of such groups have not found any place in its
intellectual and political frameworks, actually making them take
a different track.

As political Islam is popular and extended throughout the
Arab World, it is likely that its exclusion and resistance from
some governments would have major consequences to political
participation of large sectors of citizens, especially the youth and,
more specifically, the religious.

In light of the spread of oppression of freedoms, such a
conflict may lead to societies suffering from fear and artificial
political vision which cannot substitute the current regimes,
going back to the “inspired unique leader” as well as
undemaocratic paternity in politics.

According to the article, if the confrontation continues, it will
carry real threats to regional security and stability, which would
enhance extremist and violent movements faced by similar state
violence. That will definitely have long-term impacts on
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