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Russian GDP (PPP) Since Fall of Soviet Union
Billions of International Dollars (2013)
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"But in my opinion, any future defense secretary who advises the
president to again send a big American land army into Asia or into the

Middle East or Africa should “have his head examined,” as General

MacArthur so delicately put it
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act of violence. Such healthy conditions may be a good
foundation to resist the government’s approach of fighting
terror.

The second is that the process shook the image of the
candidate Sisi, which all the state institutions exerted huge
efforts to manufacture and enhance in the minds of the
masses. Since the beginning of his election campaign as well
as repeated and recorded appearances on satellite channels,
the image started to go to the negative side.

The above raises the question of a political action
framework on the basis of restoring democracy. It can be
argued that the Cairo Declaration constitutes basic political
ideas to build on in the next stage in light of the consistent
performance against legitimacy.
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much as possible in a bid to bring back the old system, take
over the main posts and put an end to the uprising project.

As for balloting, Ennahda started with the parliamentary
option. Though it has not nominated any of its leaders for
presidency for national and regional considerations, it cares
for the post and supports an accord candidate for all the
citizens. It actually seeks broad consensus away from any
coup scenario as well as to present a Tunisian example.

The country is awaiting general and presidential races by
the end of the year, mostly with an accord atmosphere but in
favour of Ennahda. It seems that the previous polarizations
have made all the parties assume a kind of balance between
them.

At the end of the day, that would be in the interest of the
revolution and the country, assisting the new government in
carrying out the necessary reform as well as reaching
national agreement on possible solutions to major issues.

Presidential elections’ results and indicators
Khyri Omar

The significance of the 2014 presidential elections of
Egypt lies in becoming a criterion for the political legitimacy
for the new regime in the 2nd referendum on the interim
track of the post-July stage. Thus, the analysis of the results
has to focus on the electorates’ tendencies, their impacts on
political relations and the regime future. The race took place
in several social and political circumstances and phenomena,
among which are the conflict over legitimacy and the attempt
to consolidate the new order.

The report concentrates on two indicators. The first is the
extreme quite in which the elections were held, void of any
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Tunisia: Accords track from constitution to elections
Ahmad Al Abiad

All the accords reached between the active Tunisian
political parties completes the democratic track, represents
an attempt to thwart any likely coup and preserves all the
achievements.

Due to its deep faith in reconciliation, Ennahda Party has
had the major contribution. It also denies its aspirations for
monopoly over all the components of the people, society and
state.

However, there are factors which have delayed the
consolidation of a deep, secure democratic track. One of
these is the nature of the transitional stage of preparing for a
constitution and legislative elections. A second is the
absence of democratic traditions in the Bin Ali period,
encouraging loser parties to try to fail democracy and
confuse the general situation. A third is a media campaign
controlled by a united operation room aiming to call the
experience a ‘fiasco’ and accuse the Troika, in general, and
Ennahda, in particular. A fourth is the accumulation of
political and economic problems in all the state major
institutions, structures and social segments — the legacy of
pre-revolution ages of despotism and corruption. A fifth is
the delay of forming a republican security force and
judiciary reliable for building a modern democratic state.

Nevertheless, Ennahda — with its wide popularity and
fellow political powers — has managed to foil any coup by
means of the reconciliatory approach it has adopted and
whose results it has accepted. On the other hand, some other
parties hoped to fail the election process or postpone it as
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UK PM's announcement of Muslim Brotherhood Inquiry:
Motives and Repercussions

Ibrahim Salem

On April 1, 2014 British Prime Minister David Cameron
announced that his government would form an inquiry
commission to make a complete picture of the philosophy
and activities of the Muslim Brotherhood, based on
information gathered by the MI5 and MI6 services. Concern
IS publicized of the group’s suspected relation to extremism
and violence. Therefore, it has become wise for London to
comprehend better what it represents and how it intends to
achieve its targets as wells as the impacts on the country.

It turns out that there are pressures by Saudi Arabia and
the UAE in favour of the investigation, leading to a dispute
between British decision-making institutions.

It is noteworthy that the UK intelligence is the body
pushing for such an action, contrary to the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office. However, what is interesting is that
the above mentioned inquiry does not look into particular
Iindividuals®  activities.  Furthermore, any  criminal
investigation must be conducted by relevant security and
judiciary departments, not by media. This raises questions on
the motives and approaches of the British government to the
major political Islam movement, not only in Egypt, but also
in the Arab and, perhaps, entire world.

The main question to be answered here is: Does it benefit
the UK in any way to engage with such a key Islamist
group?



English Abstracts 11

It is argued that a number of factors are likely to affect
the area, such as the shifts in the region — especially the
political and security developments of Egypt — the dead-end
in the negotiations with Israel; the expected failure of
Kerry’s proposals; and the possibilities of Syria’s conflict’s
progress and expansion across the borders. These would bear
a number of scenarios. The first is the persistence of the
status quo of siege and increasing constraints by the Hebrew
State and the world. The second is escalation, violence and
ending the quiet. The third is the expansion of the Syrian
conflict to reach Gaza. The fourth is the adoption of policies
of openness to alleviate the blockade, which gives a better
chance for reconciliation and understandings.

Finally, a number of recommendations are made for
those concerned in the Strip and the region. One of them is
to make no association between the attitude to Gaza and
some problems with political Islam movements, especially in
Egypt. In other words, the Palestinian issue must be detached
from local, national or regional political conflicts. Another
recommendation is to adopt open-minded thinking of options
to find a way out, rather than taking hard variables or weak
ideological stances for granted. Finally, pan-Arab patronage
— shared by Egypt in a way or another regardless of its
regime — needs to be maintained to achieve the Palestinian
reconciliation, settle the dispute with Cairo, end the siege
and start the reconstruction programme.
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- A political majority cabinet led by Al-Maliki,
allying with small blocs to get a slight parliament
majority

— Coalition of the alliances calling for national
partnership, and agreeing on a premier who
satisfies all parties away from the State of Law

— Maliki’s acceptance of a national partnership,
subject to regional influence and US guarantees
with respect to naming the PM.

Gaza’s Crisis in Light of Internal and External Challenges
Arab Crises Team

The past and present of the Gaza Strip has always been
associated with crises, confrontation, siege and resistance.
There are actually a number of factors putting the area in a
very serious situation, such as the Israeli occupation along
with its systematic aggressions; tightened siege since 2007,
Egyptian developments since July 2013; and negative
Palestinian-Palestinian the shifts attributed to regional
impacts. That pushes the ACT to assign its 5th report to
address the internal and external challenges facing the Strip,
the available points of influence and the scenarios for any
developments.

Based on the challenges and potentials, the study briefs
the options open for Gaza in several points, mainly:
steadfastness; maintaining the current calm; ending the calm
and going back to armed confrontation; Palestinian
reconciliation; and breaking the freeze with the resistance
axis.
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Iraqi elections: Results and Repercussions on country’s
political scene

Abdeljabar Al Ghareeri

The Iraqi general elections were held on April 30, 2014
supervised by the Higher Independent Election Commission.
Illegible voters were 20,437,712. There were 9012
candidates and 277 political blocs gathering in 36 alliances
to win in 328 seats. According to the HIEC, the turnout
mounted to 63%.

The results were announced 20 days late, ending in the
victory of PM Nouri Al-Maliki’s State of Law alliance, by
93 seats.

The blocs and representatives objected and accused the
ruling party of intervening in the results, previously using
public money for its own interest and employing force in Al-
Anbar Governorate before the race.

According to their representation in the Parliament, some
blocs were big, some were small and others competed in
certain governorates.

There were two approaches to form the government: one
based on political majority and one on genuine partnership.
The first was led by the State of Law and the second by the
alliance of the National, United, Arab, Free Men and Citizen
lists, in addition to the main Kurdish parties: Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan and Kurdistan Democratic Party.

According to the two approaches, the next government
scenarios are as follows:
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Reports And Articles

Palestinian reconciliation horizons: success and failure
factors

Abdullah Al Majali

The reconciliation agreement recently signed in Gaza is
not the first of its kind between the Palestinian groups: the
National Liberation Movement (Fateh) and Islamic
Resistance Movement (Hamas). There were several of them,
mainly those of Sana’a 2008, Cairo 2011, Doha 2012 and
Cairo 2012.

The previous accords were accompanied by conditions
forcing or persuading the two parties to engage in direct
talks and reach understandings, some of which included time
schedules. The analyses of all those settlements divided
between optimism and pessimism.

The report aims to discuss the success and failure factors
of the agreement, which lie in both movements’
circumstances, internal conviction to put an end to the
division, the predicted interests or losses and, inevitably, the
Arab and international parties concerned for the Palestinian
issue.

In conclusion, the destiny of the current settlement is
likely to be better than the previous ones, leading to the end
of the dispute, Hamas’ abandonment of Gaza’s rule and the
formation of a unified government taking over both the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. This is all dependent on the change
in the conditions pressing them to believe in ending the
divide, which may shift in the foreseen future.



English Abstracts 7

Problematic faltering democratic transition in Libya
after 2011

Mohammad Al Shiek

Gaddafi's regime fell and a transitional system was
established and adopted an interim constitution along with a
roadmap for democratic transition. In the past two years,
Libya has been facing many challenges related to the history
of different economic and social components, and as a result
the legacy of Gaddafi and the revolution against him, the
resulting polarization, the clear social crack, in addition to
the consequences of dictatorship, revolution, violence and
foreign intervention.

After it succeeded in overthrowing the tyrannical regime,
Libya is stuck in a dark tunnel of political conflicts. It is now
In a vicious circle of poor performance as well as an obvious
absence of the authority from the state in light of the
proliferation of heavy weapons and militias. It is necessary
to overcome this tunnel by means of national consensus.

Tribalism  and  regionalism, even  sometimes
contradictory, are strongly present to make the process of
getting rid of weapons and insurgents and their integration
within civil, military or security state institutions a very
difficult one. That would hinder the building of such
institutions and the success of democratic transition.
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is the national joint effort between the regime and the
various political and economic powers and avoiding
exclusion in managing the country. The second is making a
balance between the regime’s political security and the
societal security, traditions and identity, in a bid to guarantee
intellectual stability for the youth, who could be seriously
threatened by extremism or by carelessness and weakness.
The third is to deal with friends as well as enemies in terms
of pressures and temptations based on containment, away
from responding to whatever contradicts the national
Interests and policies.

Research & Studies

Russian Federation’s Growing Power and Return to
the Middle East

Ahmad Al Bursan

In the wake of the collapse of the USSR in 1991, the
Russian Federation declined in economic, political and
strategic terms. In the last two decades, however, it has tried
hard to retain its power in the three aspects.

The study investigates the strengths of Russia after the
Cold War, significantly helping in its return to its
international role. Conventional realists argue that states aim
to achieve their own interests, which are represented by
possessing the elements of power. These vary between
military, economic and ideological, among others, according
to the study.

Exploration also covers the relation between Russia’s
power, one the one hand, and its Middle East policy and
interests, on the other.
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Editorial

Jordan in a storming region: challenges and creative
policies
Editor in Chief

Jordan represents a geo-political value to many countries
in the world and the region, mainly Israel, which has always
been a major factor in setting the regional policies whether
by its states or by the international community. Although it
has witnessed serious crises at all levels, the kingdom has
never seen such external threats to its security and stability.

The present article lists a number of challenges facing
the country in the next stage. One of them is the growth of
extremist groups in Iraq and Syria, along with their impacts
on Jordan. A second one is the increasing economic burdens
due to the situation in those countries. A third is the growing
crises of the moderate axis in the region, mainly in its
conflict with political Islam — which does not suit Jordan’s
policy nor serves its interests.

The kingdom has made a number of achievements in
countering the external challenges. One of them is the
containment of many Arab Spring phenomena in other
countries. Another is the abstention from holding any
regional alliances against political Islam or the deteriorations
in Syria and Iraq, taking a neutral position.

The article calls for adopting 3 fundamental rules for
Jordan’s policy with the issues it encounters, namely:
national unity, appropriate and efficient regional role and
socio-economic reform. In addition, the three following
creative policies in key aspects are recommended. The first
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