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A conclusion and a number of recommendations were
made at the end. First, the Palestinian cause is still the
common interest to gather the Arab political powers with the
ruling elites. Second, the cost of confrontation to end the
Israeli occupation of the Arab and Palestinian land is very
much less than keeping it and holding peace treaties with it
in financial, political and security terms. Third, the
breakthrough of this battle in ending the occupation could be
a major step for stability and significant development in the
Arab World.

The participants called for expanding and deepening the
concept of resistance, developing its tools and getting rid of
the Oslo agreements’ restrictions, in order to launch a
Palestinian national integrated roadmap at all levels, mainly
political, security and military.
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of recommendations and a conclusion are made for the
Palestinian decision-maker.

Arab-lIsraeli Conflict Shifts after 2014 War on Gaza

MESC

On December 9-10, 2014 the MESC organized a special
symposium titled Arab-Israeli Conflict Shifts after 2014
War on Gaza. It was joined by about a hundred experts,
academics and political activists from Jordan and Palestine.
The opening and Session One were held in the Regency
Palace, followed by the other proceedings of Day One in
MESC’s Conference Hall.

The event is based on the premise that the battle
constituted a turning point in the history of the Arab-Israeli
war since the 1940’s. The Palestinian resistance had a
distinguished military, security and media performance,
which surprised the Israelis. The Gazans also gave a good
example of steadfast people who supported and protected the
resistance in the face of the Hebrew State’s devastating
power. On the other hand, the latter tried to cover its failure
of calculation and performance by killing civilians as well as
destroying buildings and infrastructures.

The opening speeches explored five main topics:
Gaza war shifts (parties’ strengths and weaknesses)

Shifts in performance (military, security and media)
Shifts in political performance in light of 2014 Gaza war

2014 Gaza war repercussions

a M w0 DN oE

2014 Gaza war future scenarios.
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It is concluded that, on the one hand, the Labour, Meretz
and the Arab parties together could win 42 seats, if they are

considered to form the center and left of the political map .On

the other hand, if the Likud, Jewish Home and Yisrael Beiteinu
are considered Center Right and Right, they could together
obtain 47 seats. The remaining are the Center parties, with Yesh

Atid (9 seats), Kahlon (9 seats), Shas V) seats) and United Torah

Judaism (7 seats). Therefore, it becomes obvious that the Center
would be the decisive power in naming the head of the
government. In addition, if the social grass of Shas and Kahlon

are Rightist «they may choose Netanyahu. Thus, if he does not
win the biggest number of seats, his opportunity for heading the
cabinet is greater than those of Labor leader Herzog.

Gaza Port: Negotiation Condition or Attainable Right

Adeeb Zeyadeh

The Gaza Port topic was brought back to the fore as a
condition by the resistance for a ceasefire with the Israeli
occupation in the recent 2014 war. According to the present
paper, it should not have raised it in this framework, since
the issue represents a Palestinian right in accordance with

the Oslo and Sharm Al-Sheikh agreements.

The situation is discussed in terms of the historical and
legal backgrounds, as well as how the Palestinian-Israeli
accords had tackled the matter. Moreover, the investigation
looks into the conditions of reviving the port problem in

such a context, the chances of construction, employment «
necessary steps and scenarios of success. Finally, a number
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for financial and political corruption. It is likely to win only 7
seats, which is the least in its history.

Within the religious orthodox, two movements are
competing. On the one hand, the non-Zionist United Torah
Judaism is supported by the Ashkenazi  grassroots and is

expected to win 7 seats.

On the other hand <Shas <established in the 1980’s, is likely
to have 4 seats at most, according to the polls.

On the right of the Likud, the nationalist religious parties and
the right supportive of settlements allied within the Jewish Home
in the 2013 elections. It is seen rated third by the polls after
Labour and Likud by obtaining 17 seats. That would add five to

its share of the previous race.

The last party to discuss is Yesh Atid, which categorizes
itself in the center and is predicted to have only 9 seats.

As for the Arab parties, they are trying to form a joint list of
the three following blocs. The first is the Democratic Front for
Peace and Equality, an Arab-Jewish front group (4 seats). The
second is the United Arab List, a coalition between the Islamic
Movement and the Arab Movement for Change led by Ahmed
Tibi (4 seats). The third is the National Democratic Assembly (3
seats). The attempt to form common list has two objectives: to
raise the resolution--- percentage to 3.15%, and to face the rising
boycott to the balloting by the Arabs, which reached 50% last
time. If they go separately to the elections, they are threatened to
face further boycott by the Arab citizens, who are calling on

them to unite.
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— Factors influencing the Palestinian political system.
A conclusion is made with a number of the possible
future scenarios.
Israeli Partisan Scene before 2015 Knesset Elections
Mohannad Mostafa

The Israeli partisan scene for the 20" Knesset elections of
2015 is featured by divisions of previous coalitions and the
formation of new ones. The Labour Party, led by Isaac Herzog,
has allied with Action to build an election bloc which would rival

the Likud over heading the cabinet .Opinion polls indicate that
the coalition would have 24 seats.

On the left of the Labour, Meretz, which has almost constant
social grassroots in the middle classes of the centre of the

country <goes into the process independently. It is expected to

win 7 seats.

The Likud, which has finished the preliminaries, also takes
part independently after Lieberman dismantled in summer 2014
their alliance in 2013. Netanyahu beat Danny Danon in the

preliminaries hard by 85% .The opinion polls predict 23 for the

party, but they all favour Netanyahu as prime minister in spite of
his waning popularity. The party has been witnessing many
internal dilemmas, such as the split led by Moshe Kahlon, who
established a new party called Kulanu. He is an Eastern Mizrahi
who is popular among low classes, especially the Mizrahi. It is

expected to obtain 9 seats.

Yisrael Beiteinu, led by Lieberman, has received a big blow,
with the police arresting dozens of the party leaders and members
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language to gain their support. In addition, those
organizations supportive of Palestine in various countries
have to intensify their social media effort, which does need
huge budgets, in a bid to clarify the realities on the ground.
An urgent priority under this heading is to establish an
English-speaking satellite channel, dedicated to broadcast
events, documentaries and talk shows about the issue to the
Western audience.

Reports And Articles

Palestinian Political System Future under Talks Freeze
and Reconciliation Possibilities

Ahmad Ghodaya

The political system of any world geographical unit
cannot be isolated from the latter’s political history, bearing
In mind its actual constant change in terms of affecting and
being affected. The form, power, nature and approaches of
such an interaction largely rely on the human, natural and
economic features of these units as well as the balance of
power between them.

The report discusses the following topics in a bid to
come up with a clear view of the future of the Palestinian
order:

— The establishment of the Palestine Liberation
Organization

— Outcomes of the Oslo agreement

— War on Gaza

— Palestinian—Israeli negotiations, and
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Upon the fall of the capital and the subsequent
developments, the country entered an unpredictable phase.
The present study proposes a number of scenarios for the
future of Yemen in both the short and medium run.

Western Public Opinion shift towards Palestinian Cause:
2014 Gaza War
Abdullah Adawi

The modern telecommunications and media revolution
has introduced significant changes to the different nations’
awareness of the developments in the Palestinian land and
the conflict with the Israeli occupation. Through media,
which used to be hostile to the Palestinians and allied to the
Israelis, the Palestinian voice has an influence on the other
societies in terms of one of the major Arab and international
issues. As a result, the stands of some Western states
improved, some changed and some used another discourse
towards the Palestinians. As the Gaza war broke out in 2014,
the new public and official shifts reflected the turn in the
public opinion as well as the attempt for genuine
understanding of the crisis. The present paper explores the
aspects of the changes in the Western public opinion towards
the Palestinian issue during the War on Gaza, by means of
analyzing surveys conducted by Western media and research
institutions as well as the role of media in this regard.

It is concluded that, in general terms, there are actual
shifts in the global public opinion, shown by Western
surveys, polls, public movements and media discourse.
However, there is a lack of momentum in addressing the
world nations to raise awareness on the conflict. Therefore, it
IS necessary to direct other societies and specify TV channels
and other media to address such nations with their own
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Research & Studies

Yemen Dilemma of Houthi Expansion: Roots and
Scenarios

Abdelnaser Al Mowad’e

Yemen is currently suffering from a serious situation
threatening the state of collapse or partition. However, this is
not very different in terms of nature or extent from well-
known past events. The history of the region — presently
called the Republic of Yemen - is loaded with waves of
violence and instability. Over the last 50 years, that has been
recurrent in the form of revolts, coups, civil wars and similar
examples of instability.

The main objective reasons for that are scarce resources,
hard topographic relief and weak inclusive political identity
resulting from a long history of division.

A false democratic order was adopted until 2011, when it
broke up due to conflicts between its wings as well as the
public protests demanding its departure.

Nevertheless, the country was afflicted then by the
exaggerated desires of ‘dreamers’ and ‘greedy’ people in the
transitional stage. Seriously enough, the greedy among these
used the Houthi movement as a tool to destroy some of the
above powers.

President Hadi, for instance, who aspired to rule as long
as possible, held implicit — and perhaps actual — accords with
the Houthis. Consequently, their expansion was disregarded
until they took over Sana’a on September 21, 2014.
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Editorial

Saudi Arabia and it’s Allies: an Opportunity to Shift the
Region from Chaos to Stability

Editor in Chief

It seems obvious that the violent and bloody chaos has
reignited in few Arab countries represents a real threat for
the security of Gulf as much as for the Arab national
security. Some observers have already warned of the
dangers that might result from the support of some Gulf
States to certain political actors of the region to resist the
Arab Spring.

However, primary assessments highlight the
importance of Gulf States, with the inauguration of King
Salman ibn Abdel-Aziz, in taking an active part to get
stability back to the region and to stop the bloodshed and
the exhausting of economy and region’s assets.

The diplomatic steps taken by the new Saudi King raise
the expectation of adopting new policies by the Saudi
Arabia to lead a comprehensive reconciliation in the region
that includes political Islam movements, to lead a political
and security operation to curtail the increasing influence of
Iran in the region and to establish a comprehensive Arabic-
Islamic vision to combat the growing of extremist violent
groups in Syrian and Iraqg.






page

Contents
Editorial

13

55

79

95

107

119

141

Saudi Arabia and it’s Allies: an Opportunity to Shift
the Region from Chaos to Stability
Editor in Chief

Research & Studies

Yemen Dilemma of Houthi Expansion: Roots and
Scenarios

Abdelnaser Al Mowad’e

Western Public Opinion shift towards Palestinian
Cause: 2014 Gaza War
Abdullah Adawi

Reports And Articles

Palestinian Political System Future under Talks
Freeze and Reconciliation Possibilities
Ahmad Ghodaya

Israeli Partisan Scene before 2015 Knesset Elections
Mohannad Mostafa

Gaza Port: Negotiation Condition or Attainable Right
Adeeb Zeyadeh

Arab-Israeli Conflict Shifts after 2014 War on Gaza
MESC

The History of Modern Iran
Aref Rawashdeh




The views of the contributors do not necessarily represent

the positions of the MESJ

Amman — Winter 2015

Copy Rights Reserved to
MESC & JRI

Middle Eastern Studies Journal
P.O. Box 927657 — Amman 11190 — Jordan
Tel: +962-6-4613451 / Fax: 4613452
E-mail: mesj@mesj.com.jo, info@mesj.com

http:// www.mesj.com



Middle Eastern Studies

Journal

By Middle East Studies Center

Cordially with the Jordanian Institute for Research &
Information

Editor in Chief
Jawad Al- Hamad

Managing Editor
Abdul-Hameed Al-Kayyali

Assistant Editor
Yasmine AL-As'ad

Editorial Board

Abdul Fattah Al-Rashdan Ahmad Al-Bursan
Ahmad S. Noufal Ali Mahafza
Ebrahim Abu Argoub Mohammad Abu Hammour

Mohammad Al Mosa

Volume 18 No. 70 Winter 2015






