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ISIS is controlling one-third of the country in the
governorates of Neinawa, Kerkuk, Salahuddin, Al-Anbar and
Diala upon the fall of the official army there.

As for the international alliance against the group, he
explained that the US was employing it to consolidate its
own influence in the region. According to Al-Nagshabandi,
the emergence of the ISIS has many internal, regional and
international reasons.

He finally wondered about the solutions necessary to
counter the ISIS. Such wars breaking out between a state and
a strongly coherent organization cannot be terminated only
by military operations. He called for the re-appreciation of
moderate political Islam movements. That should be a major
lever in the battle against the ISIS, which is not only a
military power, but also a solid thought in the minds of
enthusiastic revolutionary youth who are frustrated by the
situation in the region and the world.
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MESC’S 24TH Anniversary: Annual Ceremony
MESC

the MESC organized a festivity on the 24th anniversary
on march 10, 2015, containing a number of activities. it was
started by an opening speech by director general Mr. Jawad
Al-Hamad, followed by a talk by head of MESC’s board of
trustees Odeh Al-Jayyousi. there was also a lecture by vice
secretary-general of the Iragi Islamic party Mr. Baha’uddin
Al-Nagshabandi titled “lraq crisis: is escalation wvs.
international coalition (present and future horizons). it was
joined by a large number of national and diplomatic figures,
representatives of parties, academics and many journalists.

in the opening speech, Mr. Al-Hamad welcomed the
participants, noting that the MESC is about to mark its silver
jubilee next year 2016. it has made several achievements,
which are highly appreciated by many Jordanian and Arab
policiticians, experts and academics.

He concluded by calling the Jordanian and Arab youth to
enjoy self-confidence and faith in their countries and the
Arab nation and its mission. they ought to depend on their
own efforts as well and build on the experience of the others
who outshine us in the race of civilization.

In his turn, Dr Al-Jayyousi commended the performance
of the MESC in 2014, pointing out that it is moving steadily
to accomplish the targets set for the period 2012-2015 within
its general strategy.

Dr Al-Nagshabandi’s lecture attributed the current Iraqi
crises to the war with Iran, which took place between 1980
and 1988. Since that time the country has been shifting from
a dilemma to another, until this complicated one. Now, the
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Postponing the consideration of the form of the state
on the basis of a federation or the separation of some
areas until the state recovers from the crisis.

The ACT also presents procedural steps aimed at

containing the serious repercussions, mainly:

Paying due attention to the true size of the dilemma by
the neighboring countries, especially Saudi Arabia and
the other Gulf states

Taking political and media actions to put an end to the
Iranian intervention in Yemen, which could include
Imposing — or threatening of imposing — sanctions by
the countries of the region and Arab countries,
supported by the Islamic Conference Organization and
the UN

Appointing an envoy from the Arab League to Yemen,
and

Creating a specialized unit of experts in the Arab
League to investigate the Yemeni case in order to
present consultations to the Secretary General and the
envoy.

Finally, due to the conventional acceptance and respect

by all the Yemeni parties to the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, it is recommended that Amman play the role of a
mediator in this regard. Furthermore, other Arab think tanks
are urged to focus on the problem as well as involve Yemeni
experts and politicians in seminars or policy sheets to assist
In overcoming the crisis and prevent its regional escalation.
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- Halt of political course
- Spread of violence and instability

- Rising power of radical armed groups, especially Al-
Qaeda and the Houthis

- Escalating Saudi-Iranian conflict in Yemen, and
- Deteriorating living conditions of all Yemenis.

There are two main scenarios. The first is the persistence
of the Houthis’ control on the states’ major pillars as well as
the expansion the cycle of violence. The second is a political
resolution, return to the democratic course and the execution
of the transitional stage programme. The latter would restore
stability and prevent the sliding into an extremely serious
situation.

In spite of the difficulties facing their implementation, a
number of solutions are proposed to solve the issue from a
strategic perspective, which respects the higher interests of
the Arab nation, in general, and the Yemeni people, in
particular. Among these are the following:

- Conducting a genuine dialogue between the disputing
parties under regional and international auspices

- Holding a referendum on the draft constitution, so that
it would be followed by presidential and general
elections

- Rehabilitating, rebuilding and unifying the army and
security forces

- State’s restoration of all institutions and territories, and
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to internal and external relevant parties through specific
mechanisms.

The current dilemma is basically attributed to the year

2011, when protests broke out calling for the departure of
former president Ali Abdullah Saleh. As the government
opted for oppressing these acts and ignoring the public
demands, a long-term bloody civil war was feared. There are
other causes, such as the following:

absence of powerful military institutions
weak accord between politicians
scarce and ill-managed economic resources

public bodies’ corruption and submission to separate
political powers, and

lack of foreign parties’ seriousness in rebuilding the
country on the basis of a national, Arab and Islamic
identity inclusive to all Yemenis.

The main forms of the crisis can be set as follows:

Failure of peaceful political settlement under the
auspices of the UN since 2011

Diminishing actual control of official institutions on
major parts of the state, in favour of armed militias,
extremist groups and local tribal and territorial powers

Increasing foreign intervention
Growing local debt, and
Sharp decline of economic resources.

Among the threats to the country and the region if the

crisis continues are the following:
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Gaza Reconstruction Delay: Reasons and Impacts
Adnan Abu Amer

The "third" Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip lasted for 51
days between July 7 and August 26, 2014. The volume of
destruction was many times as that caused by the wars in 2008

and 2012.

Thus, immediately after the aggression, a lot was said about
efforts for the reconstruction of Gaza. There was an inclusive
deal stating a long-term truce, rebuilding what had been
destroyed, in return for carrying on with a quiet on the
Palestinian-Israeli border. However, it seems that the track was

not paved due a number of reasons:

1. Palestinian internal political complications
2. security escalation with Israel

3. required improved relations with the region and
international community.

However, the slow reconstruction will not necessarily result
in the outbreak of a new wave of confrontation between Hamas
and Israel as a means of pressure on the relevant parties to speed
the process. The results of any near future battle after the end of

the war may not be affordable by the besieged Gaza Strip.

Yemeni Crisis: Where to?
Arab Crisis Team

The present report, prepared by the Arab Crisis Team
(ACT), discusses the backgrounds, manifestations and
repercussions of the Yemeni crisis, in addition to the stands
of different parties and possible scenarios. In a bid to solve it
and prevent further escalations, recommendations are made
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buses to move them, warning that the Jews will lose control
of the state. This propaganda secured Netanyahu a large

number of votes, making him reap such a surprising victory.

In the final analysis, this election will not change the
political map in Israel, but it will enhance the position of the
right-wing camp made up of Likud, Shas, Our Home lIsrael,
the Jewish House Party, "All of Us" — led by Ekhalon, a
breakaway of Likud — and United Torah. This combination

gives Netanyahu 67 out of 120 seats in the Parliament.

The new government, to be formed by Netanyahu of the
above formula, would face a number of central issues, such
as the following:

- The negotiations with the Palestinians: how to continue
in light of Netanyahu's statements during the election
that he did not favor a two-state solution

- The US administration, which considered his statement
to be gravely serious because it undermines its own
mediation and patronage of the settlement project fitting
the size of its interests in the Middle East

- lran, as he challenged the US President Obama's
administration

- Other ongoing crises and shifts in the Middle East for
several years, and

- Very thorny internal economic files.

The central question here is: can a right government, led
by Netanyahu, stand or suffer from internal disintegration as
a result of discrepancies between its parties’ visions for a
number of files? Or will it carry on until the end of the term
in spite of these contradictions, by Netanyahu’s management
of such files in which he is an expert but without solutions?
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Reports And Articles

Review of 20th Knesset Elections
Johny Mansour

The March 17, 2015 Knesset elections resulted in the
victory of the Likud party, led by Benjamin Netanyahu, with
thirty seats. Opinion polls had predicted only 26 seats. On
the other hand, its rival Zionist camp (consisting of both
Labor and Movement parties) was unexpectedly defeated,
winning only 24 seats, which the opinion polls had given 27-

28 seats.

The number of seats, which constitutes 25% of the
Knesset, guarantees Netanyahu the request by the President
of the State of Israel to form his own fourth government. In
addition, the winning of the center-right and extreme right

paves the way for a full right-wing cabinet.

On the other hand, this election produced, for the first
time, a new phenomenon among the Arab Palestinians in
Israel, when they went to the ballot boxes as one bloc with
four parties and political lists. Though not taking a complete
form, and in need for further development, it marks the unity
of the Palestinians in Israel in one entity to demand equal
rights as citizens and confront the racial tide common among
the Israelis. In Parliament, in the milieu of Israeli parties and
among large segments of the Israeli public, the Arabs are
considered terrorists, undesirable and highly suspicious. This
Is frankly expressed in the election propaganda in which
Netanyahu appeared to represent his Likud party on the
ballot day. He called on the Israeli public to go to the polls
because the Arabs in Israel are going in large numbers with
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state solution what are the challenges imposed by the rise of
the Israeli right in the last Knesset elections on the
Palestinian, Jordanian and Arab positions? Second, are there
Palestinian, Jordanian or Arab options to counter the
challenge of the "failure" of the two-state solution on which
the Arab official policies are based in their approach to the
Arab-Israeli conflict?

The seminar concluded that the results of the 20th
Knesset elections were similar to the first two decades of the
emergence of Israel, which were dominated by the Likud.
That does not mean the party with the majority of seats, but
the one capable of forming the government. Furthermore, the
election has strengthened the so-called New Right, which is
distinct from the old one by emphasizing the
‘religionization’ of the political discourse. It is penetrated by
religious concepts, though it was one day liberal and
nationalist; today it is ideological, religious and nationalist.
In other words, the Likud now is not very different from the
Zionist, religious Jewish House party.

Concerning the future of the political settlement, the
seminar concluded that the problem in the current situation
was neither worrying nor costly to Israel. The current lack of
price makes the Israeli right in a state of ideological well-
being and political convenience. It does not make sense to
say that Netanyahu may move towards the establishment of a
Palestinian entity in the West Bank under these facts,
especially as there are supporters of his discourse without
electing him. Therefore, Netanyahu is expected to keep the
status quo under the pretext of the Arab regional realities and
the absence of political cost.
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The main features of the shifts in the Libyan conflict
have become obvious through the crystallization of two
disputing camps on territorial and tribal bases. The first
features civilian forces agreeing on "Operation Dignity" in
the east. The second enjoys an Islamic character around
Operation Dawn of Libya in the west. Each has its own
military and political, as well as regional and international,
tools.

Therefore, the Libyan scene may be summed up in the
pursuit of each party to achieve the greatest influence at the
other's expense in light of the domination of weakness
balance. Neither of them has the political ability or the
public foundation to impose its will on the other, especially
in the absence of homogeneity in terms of interest or tribe
within each camp. This would prolong the conflict and
threaten the cohesion and sovereignty of the Libyan state,
mainly if the country descends into a civil war, bearing in
mind the misuse of weapons, spread of militias and absence
of a strong central authority, not to mention the negative
impacts of foreign intervention. The parties of the crisis shall
only resort to a political reconciliatory solution, which
ensures the interests of all the conflicting forces.

Issue Seminar

Prospects of Political Settlement and Two-state Solution
upon Re-election of Israeli Right

MESC

MESJ held a seminar titled "Prospects of Political
Settlement and Two-state Solution upon Re-election of
Israeli Right". It sought to answer two major questions. First,
in the light of its stands on political settlement and the two-
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Editorial

The Arab Split in the Light of Chaos, Extremism and
Terrorism

Editor in Chief

Outlining the crises that facing the Arab World, the
Editorial classified four crises as major threats; namely
Arab split, chaos, extremism and terrorism. Hence, the
Editorial suggested four major recommendations to be face
theses deep and complicated crises; first to do whatever
necessary to stop the bloodshed in the region; then to
encourage brokers to mediate in order to restore dialogue
between all concerned parties; third to prevail sustainable
democracy in the Arab World, that is protected and
preserved legally and constitutionally; and last to consider
national partnership as a core principle for all concerned
parties i. e., institutions, parliaments and other political
powers.

Research & Studies

Libya: Political vs. Armed Conflicts (Challenges and
Prospects)

Mohammad Al Shaiek e

After the fall of Colonel Gaddafi's regime, Libya has
faced very complex challenges. The overlap of many factors
deepens the political and armed conflicts between the parties
of the current crisis. It is not only about internal realities and
calculations, which are significant, but also about a serious
clash between external regional powers supportive and

hostile to the revolution.
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