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1 . See, General Assembly Votes Overwhelmingly to Accord Palestine
‘Non-Member Observer State’ Status in United Nations. UN web (30 Nov
2012), available at :http://www.un.org/press/en/2012/ga11317.doc.htm

2 _ Spanish FM: Palestine recognition only after negotiations. 124News,

available at
http://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/diplomacy-defense/48469-141024-

spanish-fm-palestine-recognition-only-after-negotiations , (24 Oct 2014)

% - France: Palestinian recognition shouldn't be merely symbolic. Reuters,

available at
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/10/14/us-mideast-palestinians-france-

iIdUSKCNOI320N20141014 , (14 Oct 2014)

% _Israel: Palestinian statehood can only come from negotiations. Ynet news,

available http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L.-4580324,00.html (14

Oct 2014)
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L See, Palestine and Israel. House of Commons, available at
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/d
( 10 Dec 2014) ebtext/141013-0002.htm#14101329000045
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! _See, U.S. vows to vote against Palestinian U.N. statehood bid. Al Arabya
News, available at
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/11/28/252345.html ( 28 Nov 2014)
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L. Sweden officially recognises state of Palestine. The Guardian, available at
<http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/oct/30/sweden-officially-
recognises-state-palestine (30/10/2014)
2 Sweden recognises state of Palestine. Aljazeera website, available at
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2014/10/sweden-recognises-state-
palestine-2014103084649277571.html (30/10/2014)
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! _European Parliament resolution on recognition of Palestine statehood

(2015). European Parliament news, available at
<http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-

room/content/201412121PR01105/html/European-Parliament-resolution-on-
recognition-of-Palestine-statehood (17/12/2014)
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! _ Greek parliament votes to recognise Palestinian state (2015). Aljazeera
net, available at
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/12/greece-recognises-state-palestine-
151222144252203.html, (23 December 2015)
2 - French parliament votes for recognition of Palestinian state. Reuters,
available at
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/12/02/us-mideast-palestinians-france-
iIdUSKCNOJF3DW20141202>(2/12/ 2014)



v Al o) Al gLy a) e Mg Augye¥ I OLIL 4

d\jﬁY\ oS Qlj SU r)w‘ (50;” aiuJl )T :\gj)\ P LA} g_.a.:S Ll caiw‘ odd
(el alS il Tas a3lis) & Jols g G o V5T L sllas w01,

T (T GV
WA sl QU G ol S e o slil] G Lk a1 oS,
Tt 0550 OF e Baandll &l SIAeNI" I YV E U 25 /ST
This recognition should be the consequence of ) ;i Ll (u i sl dLlea)
oSkl 531 a5 &2 (@ process negotiated between the parties
Yol SVl ] speldl G6 e Bl ST 1 sy La 1 el
Ol Gn Ao e Bbsls dlee e Ul BIL dby te Al Ll
Dslly Slasl W oSl Llas U] 3 G311 s iy L L opianill
= JE ale pa Ls (S0 Ju N1 ol dy e ) dnlen
NN g5 G pas @ AL S sy a8 SLw¥1 QU 0585 gy bl
Ll Sl il g et 255, (Y1 e BB o5 lE gl

WV oAl aalls il

Ll Ol 581 @
L) auGt dIYeVe i /Bl YU Al SV pa Il ol dl Les
U= (support the establishment of a Palestinian state) i.la.ls & s
Jolall o515 dslell Gl eV 50e6 e L1l s ol Slassls ooy oD
OB Lo e .ol Y1y caall JSAT o e OLL bl bl S temy OF Olens
wldy dblags UsaS dndenall 5000 BN (Promote) ;e Lo sle ds s

! Spanish Lawmakers Back Palestinian Statehood If Peace with Israel
Reached  First. The  Wall  Street Journal, available at
http://www.wsj.com/articles/spanish-lawmakers-back-palestinian-statehood-
if-peace-with-israel-reached-first-1416351026,(18/11/2014)
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! _ltalian parliament backs 'recognition of Palestine’ motion. ANSAmed
web, available at
http://www.ansamed.info/ansamed/en/news/nations/israel/2015/02/27/italia
n-parliament-backs-recognition-of-palestine-motion_05e14155-485e-4f38-
9309-a1439c8e515e.html (27/2/2015)
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! Italian parliament pushes for recognition of Palestinian state. DW web,
available at
http://www.dw.de/italian-parliament-pushes-for-recognition-of-palestinian-
state/a-18285656, (27/2/2015)
2_Belgium's Parliament Approves Conditional Recognition of Palestine.
International Middle East Media Center, available at
http://www.imemc.org/article/70505>( 7/2/ 2015)
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! _Portuguese parliament calls on govt to recognise Palestinian state.

Almonitor, available at
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/ar/contents/afp/2014/12/israel-
palestinians-conflict-portugal-vote.html (12 Dec 2014)
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2_ palestine and Israel. UK Parliament website, available at
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm141013/d
ebtext/141013-0002.htm#14101329000045 (13/10/ 2014)
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L. See, British opposition leader Miliband says would recognize Palestinian
statehood at right moment The Jerusalem Post. Available at
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/British-opposition-leader-
Miliband-says-would-recognize-Palestinian-statehood-at-right-moment-
396710 (10/4/2015)
2 Irish government to accept motion to recognize Palestinian state. Reuters,
available at:
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/12/09/us-ireland-palestinians-
iIdUSKBNO0JN2B420141209, (9/12/2014)
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L Irish parliament backs recognition of Palestinian state. Dailymail,

available at
http://lwww.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-2869281/Irish-parliament-
backs-recognition-Palestinian-state.htmI>(10/12/2014)
2 Luxembourg parliament backs recognition of Palestinian state. Ynetnews,
available at
<http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4604897,00.htmI>(17/12/ 2014)
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to politics are greater in Libya, due to the UN's inclination to
back the national unity government. However, suggesting
federalism in the cases of Syria and Yemen would re-produce
the armed conflict.
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On the other hand, within its one-year-old Us and the
World programme to host ambassadors to Jordan, the MESC
held a meeting with EU’s ambassador Andrea Fontana on the
European Neighbourhood Policies and Relation Priorities
with Jordan. The event was attended by a large number of
diplomatic, political and academic figures.

From Arms to Politics Approaches

in the Arab World
Khairy Omar

The political crises in Libya, Syria and Yemen represent
different types of dilemmas in the transition from armed
conflict to a non-violence stage. A number of factors
intertwine to make the socio-political scene.

However, the current reality indicates that the situation in
the three countries constitute sophisticated confrontations,
where the major parties may not easily accept any settlement.
This is essentially attributed to political contradictions, which
led to institutional and social divisions.

The attempts to end the armed conflict were sometimes
hampered by legal and political disputes. Regardless of the
ignored national initiatives for this end, the UN policy of
dialogue management caused split within the operating state
Institutions as well as between the different parties.

The report concludes that the fundamental common feature
Is the national parties' inability to put an end to the crisis, for
they depend on foreign support. If the situation persists, as the
indicators show, the armed conflict will go on. Furthermore,
the proposed solutions, so far, cannot address such
sophisticated issues. In spite of the dangling political situation
and military balance in each case, the possibilities of transition
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Riyadh of incubating hardliner takfiri thought since the
Afghan war. On the other hand, the latter accuses the former
of exploiting the Shia minorities in the Arab countries in
making up chaos and consolidating its influence.

However, international relations like theirs have joint
interests. They can find a common ground on, at least, two
points. First, both are concerned of the rise of political Islam
movements in the region, especially in the Arab Spring states
— deemed as a menace to their influence. Second, upon
lifting the economic sanctions and putting the nuclear
agreement into effect, Tehran is keen on improving its
economic situation. The lranian decision-makers need to
maintain good global relations starting with the regional
milieu, especially Saudi Arabia. That would build a sort of
stability necessary for both sides.

The study is concluded with the four following scenarios
for the Saudi-lranian ties: reaching compromises and
understandings; linking the case to regional developments;
persistence of the status quo; and further escalation and
direct confrontation. The third is the most probable in the
form of a cold war and war by proxy.

MESC: Scholarly Activities
MESC

The MESC organized a joint seminar in cooperation with
the Turkey-based Middle East Center for Strategic Studies
(ORSAM). It took place in Amman under the title Middle
East Shifts: Jordanian and Turkish Perspectives. It aimed
at discussing the major characteristics of the changes in the
region, Turkish foreign policy, Iranian role and Syrian uprising
repercussions.
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electricity tariffs. The correct legal measures shall be
committed to by the officers of Amman Municipality, Labour
Ministry and Industry and Trade Ministry.

It is doubtless that Amman is so keen on taking the steps
which enhance the Arab and foreign investors' confidence.
That could only take place if the relevant obstacles are
removed and the efforts exerted by the concerned institutions
concerned are coordinated. In addition, the private sector needs
to be involved in setting investment policies and attracting
capitals. Specialized research centers may also be founded to
analyze the investment situation in the neighbouring countries
and benefit from their legislative packages. Finally, the
expertise of the distinguished states in this field may be
carefully investigated.

Analysis of Saudi-lranian Relations Development

Baker Al Bdour

Since their beginning, the diplomatic Saudi-lranian ties
have seen ups and downs depending on political conditions.
The Russian occupation of Afghanistan and the US invasion
of lIraq constituted a turning point in this regard. They
changed the regional balance in the favour of Tehran and
created a state of cold war and rivalry in the Middle East,
starting from Bahrain, through Syria, Lebanon and Yemen to
Irag.

As the Syrian uprising broke out and turned into a civil
war, the contention escalated to a clash, further enhanced by
the Saudi military intervention in Bahrain and, later, Yemen.

The present report states the main points of dispute
between the two sides. On the one hand, Tehran accuses
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this context. To this end, content discourse analysis is
employed, based on connecting the context with the content.
That would enable the comprehension of the implications as
well as their accord with the relation between the parties of the
Issue.

Reports And Articles

Foreign Investment in Jordan: Where to?
Maher Al Ghareeb

In light of its limited national savings unable to meet the
increasing investment needs, Jordan realized the significant
role of foreign investment in the efforts of comprehensive
economic development. Thus, the government took many
corrective measures and introduced laws aimed at providing a
suitable, attractive atmosphere for foreign investments, taking
into consideration the fierce competition with neighbouring
countries.

However, that was not sufficient to maintain several major
companies in the kingdom. One of them, with over 75
branches and found in big malls, said it was considering
withdrawing from the Jordanian market. It would look for an
appropriate context which enjoys investment-motivating
legislation. Previously, seven trademarks had announced plans
to leave the kingdom. They belong to two companies, one of
which is owned by an Indian investor with JD50 million, and
the other by an Emirati investor with JD15 million.

For instance, Alhokair Group sent a letter to the Merchants
of Clothes and Textiles Association, listing a number of
demands to stay in the Jordanian market. According to
Alhokair, there should be an end to high customs and high
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these countries have been captive to such plans, without
consolidating their house (the Maghreb Federation) to become
a negotiation power making more gains and less concessions.
That makes the revival of the institution an urgent strategic
necessity. If political and economic aspects have failed,
security threats may push for integration.

Strategic Analysis

European Parliaments’ Recognition of Palestinian
Statehood

Adeeb Zeyadeh

Upon the Greek Parliament’s vote on the recognition of a
Palestinian statehood on January 22, 2015, the total of such
decisions has reached 11 in similar conditions taken by
different European legislative councils since October 5, 2014.
In spite of the relative journalistic and political interest, the
investigation of the texts and manners of taking such steps
conclusively prove — contrary to what is propagated — that
these were mere impressions of decisions to recognize a
Palestinian state. European legislators tried to make such
illusions but without any genuine or candid calls. That applies
to all the relevant states, except Sweden and Luxembourg,
which do not count heavily in the EU. The phrasing was
carried out extremely carefully, taking weeks — or even months
— of discussion between the parties represented in parliament
and other influential powers. Thus, we are witnessing only
symbolic acts, but not actual recognition or formal appeal as
some thought due to internal motives.

The present study explores the mechanisms of those steps
as well as their loose phrasing even before the relevant debates.
It concludes by investigating the content, form and trickery in
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underdevelopment, extremism and all kinds of foreign
intervention.

International Security Challenges in the Arab Maghreb
(EU-US Perspective)

Arabi Bomadyan

The post-Cold War world witnesseed a number of
complex, compound and intertwined security shifts. At the
theoretical level, the concept was expanded and deepened to
include additional non-military dimensions. At the practical
level, the security context at that and later stages saw several
new threats, in addition to the rise of new players such as
international terror and organized crime activities.

Under this heading, the Arab Maghreb is one of the world
regions in the geopolitical classification. It has suffered from
security threats like terrorist acts, organized crime and increase
in illegal migration towards the Mediterranean's north coasts.
Thus, it started to draw the attention of American and
European security institutions, mainly after the 2001
September 11 attacks of the US and the 2004 March 11 blasts
of Madrid.

Therefore, the present study attempts to answer the
guestion: Where is the Arab Maghreb in the EU-US security
perspective? There are four sections to discuss the strategic
importance of the Arab Maghreb, the European perspective,
the American perspective and whether the above two are
competitive or integrated.

It is concluded that both function as if the states of the
region were only guided by Western policies, initiatives and
projects, without having choice in their strategic approaches or
political decision-making. They also give an impression that
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The present perspective argues that the rise of the current
political religious approaches shall be only viewed under self-
identification. It is a defensive mechanism to counter
globalization and the challenges of modernization and
Westernization, which constitute a package of values and
behaviours penetrating traditional communities. Thus, it is
Immature to deal with it in ‘security’ terms as ‘pure’ terror
phenomena or ‘blind’ projects of armed violent blocs. Rather,
distinction shall be made between movements of anti-
Westernization, legitimate resistance to occupation and
peaceful political or religious thoughts attempting to maintain
heritage, creed and identity, on the one hand, and violent
jihadist groups which deem the modern society completely
corrupt, on the other.

According to the basic hypothesis, all the forms of
religious and sectarian violence and extremism feed on
sociology, prior to ideology. Even though they capitalize on
the religious heritage as a symbol rich of history and values,
such a legacy can be dynamic and active and turn into ideology
only under actual socio-political conditions.

It is concluded that, in any serious, objective approach,
factors of sociology precede, or at least correlate with, those of
ideology in confronting the growing monster of sectarian
extremism in the region. If the incubators and inputs are not
dealt with before the outputs, the issue of political violence
will persist and escalate. The battle is fundamentally about
politics and development, but not only about security. The
cultural and intellectual dimension is essential, consolidating
the conceptions of democracy; plurality; accountability;
citizenship values; state of the law and institutions; and social
justice. In contrast, oppressive states incubate corruption,
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instability under the rule of the generals. Now, the question
remains whether. in this case, stability can be accomplished.

The study is divided into two sections, each with three
topics. The first focuses on the theoretical framework, in terms
of the concept, causes and forms of political stability. The
second investigates the practical case of Egypt, in terms of the
causes and forms of (the lack of) the concept, as well as the
possibilities and requirements to restore it, when missing.

It is concluded that, due to the oppression of freedoms as
well as the use of violence against the opposition, there is an
obvious state of political instability in Egypt. What has been
achieved of ‘superficial stability’ is only temporary and is
waiting for internal and external chances to express the great
hidden inhibition.

In other words, it could be difficult, but not impossible, to
accomplish that goal. The coup regime shall not only attempt
to make a national accord, but also come back to the barracks
as a genuine way for political stability in the country.

Ideology vs. Sociology
Scripture vs. Reality Dialectic in the Identity Conflict Age
Abdel Ghani Emad

In sociological studies, it is axiomatic that hardliner
religious and identity movements do not come out of the blue.
They represent a natural outcome of social, economic, cultural
and political variables. Such realities coincide with challenges
facing the network of inherited values and constants, leading to
an “identity crisis” as well as imbalances at all the network
levels. The situation is often expressed in different forms, such
as the fear of the future, rejection of the present and escape to
the past.
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attracted hundreds of researchers so that the MESC would
influence academic milieus and political elites.

In its 25th anniversary, the MESC's success and
persistence of action is not an isolated phenomenon, but
attributed to several significant factors, such as: openness to
academia and politics alike, and connecting them, development
of administration in accordance with the mores of international
think tanks, adopting objective standards, and benefiting from
and accumulating available expertise in a planned manner.

Research & Studies

Approaches and Possibilities of Restoring Stability to the
Arab World (Egypt as a Model)

Bader Al Shafe’e

Since the beginning of the Arab Spring in early 2011,
political stability in the Middle East has been an issue
occupying academics and decision-makers in the region.
Although the uprisings — which represent a major form of the
problem — did not break out in all the Arab states, they
uncovered the fragility of political stability in most of them.
They rely on persecution to achieve it, having no minimum of
legitimacy as the pillar for the stability of any country.

It is, then, necessary to look into the approaches and
possibilities of restoring stability to the Arab states, mainly
those playing a pivotal role in their regional milieu. Egypt, in
particular, is such an important country for ages, especially
with the political instability it has witnessed since January’s
uprising. Even after taking the first stage of democracy, a coup
took place on July 3, 2013 to topple the first elected president.
Consequently, the country entered a hell of “real” political
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World. It is aimed at exploring and adopting creative research
capabilities, to be trained to serve development in the region
through research. In cooperation with national partners of
public and private universities, the 18th edition is about to be
launched. The event has become a significant part of the
Jordanian cultural scene. Until the conclusion of the previous
edition, there were over 2,600 participants, 550 of which
presented papers to rival for the prize. Actually, 60 students
managed to win.

The MESC has always been keen on serving and
rationalizing Arab decisions. It believes in the importance of
connecting academia with decision-making, so that the
education output would assist in developing the Arab
communities and states, rather than staying attached to books
and theoretical debates. To this end, in 2013, the MESC
founded the Arab Crisis Team (ACT). The purpose has been to
follow and analyze the Arab issues, as well as make
recommendations to relevant parties. The ACT is committed to
exactness and objectivity. Over its three-year-old progress, it
has published a number of reports to investigate a number of
predicaments in the Arab World, mainly those of Syria, Yemen
and Iraq.

Furthermore, the MESJ is a major publication. It is a
refereed scientific periodical, concerned with studies and
reports which investigate the present and foresee the future.
Various perspectives and scenarios are presented in the
political, economic, social and strategic fields. The MESJ has
so far published 75 issues. It has a consultative board of 15
experts from 8 Arab countries, as well as an editorial board of
five specialist professors. It is found in hard copies and on
Arab and international online databases. Finally, it has
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Editorial

MESC's 25th anniversary: Course of Action and
Distinction in Research

Editor in Chief

By publishing the present issue of the MESJ, it marks its
own 20th anniversary and the MESC's 25th anniversary.

The MESC enjoys a broad experience in investing Arab
human and financial resources based on open thinking. The
staff's contributions, in terms of papers as well as assessment
and planning seminars, have constituted the backbone of the
institution for 25 years. It represents a model for Arab creative
effort which aspires to civilizational openness. It departs from
the belief that research assists in understanding the world
around us and determining the tools necessary to improve our
social, political and scholarly conditions.

The MESC has managed to consolidate its cultural and
scholarly influence on the society, whether at the level of the
elite or the public, by means of a straightforward specialist
philosophy through a large number of programmes. This can
be mostly seen in the following: the adoption of a set of
MESC's conceptions by many people interested in the affairs
of the region, the distinguished contributions by Arab and
foreign researchers in the MESC's studies, reports, conferences
and seminars, mounting to over 4,000 scholars, politicians and
thinkers, the growth and continuous variety of services
provided by the MESC, and the expanding relations made with
regional and global research centres.

The Research Award for Jordanian Universities Students is
one of the unique pioneering scholarly programmes in the Arab
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