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East in proper perspective', Foreign Affairs 92:57, June 2013, p.59.
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powers in protest over the One-vote style. However, the IAF
has announced it is going to participate. Finally, according to
public opinion polls, only 31.5-38% of Jordanians have
expressed the willing to take part.

Gaza War Scenarios
MESC

On July 16, 2016, the MESC held a seminar titled Gaza
War Scenarios, attended by a number of specialists. The
discussion covered three aspects:

- Political environment governing the main parties

- Military conditions, with reference to the possibilities,
targets and determinants of an overall war

- probable circumstances which could encourage Israel to
wage a limited or comprehensive war.

The activity concluded that the current situation was not
suitable to launch such an attack, end the rule of Hamas and
occupy the Gaza Strip. In this stage, Israel is trying to make
use of some variables, but it is not able to go into such a hard
attrition. In fact, it is engaged in investing the relations with
Africa, Turkey and some Arabian Gulf and Islamic countries.
Furthermore, the elimination of Hamas is no more a priority
for anti-Islamist Arab movements.
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e Calling on the regime and opposition to respond to the
political solution

e Pushing for deep discussions between Arab elites,
especially Arab nationalists and Islamists, in a bid to
find a way out of polarization, agree on the standards
for Syrian and Arab interests and put an end to killing,
expulsion and instability, and

e Calling on the Arab think tanks to conduct deep
research on the Syrian crisis scenarios, mainly those
related to the political settlement, its persistence
conditions, halt of the civil war and Syria's post-
reconciliation shape and effectiveness.

The Upcoming Parliamentary Elections in Jordan
Baker Al Bdour

On March 9, 2016, a royal decree was issued to endorse
the 2016 Election Law, which adopts the Open Relative List
system. According to the government, the legislation would
develop partisan action, whereas observers argue that it
reproduces the One-Vote style. One hundred and thirty seats
have been distributed to twenty-three constituencies, fifteen of
which have been allocated to women's and twelve to
minorities' quotas. In 2011, the Independent Election
Commission was established, to autonomously manage the
entire process.

The IEC is considered to be one of the gains of the
reformist activity, which spread all over the kingdom during
the Arab Spring. Thus, it announced the race date and then
made public the electorates' preliminary names — amounting to
3.4 million — for any objections, so that the final names would
be approved. Previous rounds were boycotted by the Islamic
Action Front — the major political party — along with other
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There are a number of repercussions to the country and the
region. Among these is that the regional and international
Interventions escalated the state of chaos and instability in the
Middle East. As the conflict got complicated, Syria became a
battlefield for regional and international disputes. The Arab
divisions increased, along with further fickleness of alliances
and mounting sectarian polarization. In addition, the rising
Russian political and military presence complicated foreign
interventions, radicalism and cultural contradictions, providing
extremist groups with a justification for their discourse and the
mobilization of their attitudes. Finally, the issue led to the
influx of Syrian refugees to neighbouring Turkey, Lebanon and
Jordan and, recently, to European countries.

According to the report, four scenarios are predicted for the
Syrian crisis. The first is a regional and international
understanding leading to a political settlement. The second is
an international understanding on dividing the country. The
third is the slide into regional and international confrontations
on the ground. The fourth is Syria’s turn to an attrition field for
the regional and international conflict parties. Political
settlement is the best, the less costly for all parties and the most
beneficial for the Syrian people's interests, Syrian State's
sovereignty and region's stability.

The main recommendations were as follows:

e Calling on the international community and regional
parties to push for a political settlement

e Calling for dealing with the dilemma in an inclusive
manner, rather than limiting the issue to terrorism,
taking into consideration the political, intellectual,
economic and humanitarian causes
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At the outset, it is noted that the civil war parties receive
foreign support. The regime is publically sponsored by Iran
and other allies. On other hand, the opposition groups enjoy
unannounced support from Turkey and some Arabian Gulf
states in different ways. Developments on the ground imposed
the form of interference, until it reached military intervention
by Tehran, Hezbollah and Moscow in the favour of the regime
and quality armament in favour of the opposition.

The Russian presence is the most influential factor, relating
to seven dimensions. First, the move springs from a Russian
strategy of infiltrating the US and EU's 'new containment
policy’, which Moscow sees growing with systematic
procedures in the wake of the Ukraine issue and the annexation
of Crimea. Second, the Tartus base has an extremely strategic
significance, the last of its kind for Russia on the
Mediterranean. Third, Moscow has a strategic need to be next
to Turkey — a NATO member. Fourth, the Syrian Army shall
restore its initial balance and shall be enabled to make some
progress and enjoy some superiority. Fifth, a new Russian
military doctrine was adopted in 2014 and was reinforced with
major development and armament, which cost about $300
million. Sixth, Israel and its military stands on the strong
marine and air presence in Syria need to be explored. Seventh,
there are Russian economic interests in the country.

The report also lists the motives of the Syrian crisis, such
as: the continued fight and chaos; failure of attempts for
political solutions; regional and international parties' interests;
Arab weakness and division; growing sectarian and racial
factor; international concern of the impact on Israel's security;
and strong presence of extremist groups as a major party.
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the latter, in which they compete for influence in such a vital
region.

On the other hand, both do not have confidence in the US
and other Western powers. Thus, they extremely need other
players and less turbulence in the region. However, most
importantly, each attempts to make use of all the available
options to achieve its own interests before adopting rationality
In managing ties with the neighbours— an approach that would
take some time.

Impact of Regional and International Intervention in
Syria on the Arab World

Arab Crisis Team

The direct Russian military intervention, which started in
September 2015, constituted a turning point in the international
involvement in Syrian crisis. After it was mainly regional, the
door of internationalization to the conflict was opened.
Moscow decided to stand in favour of the regime against the
armed opposition on the pretext of fighting ISIS. Later on, the
announcement of most of the Russian troops' withdrawal from
the country on March 14, 2016 marked a new stage for
political talks between the Syrian parties under US-Russian
auspices. Here, the Arab Crisis Team (ACT) presents a report
on the Impact of Regional and International Intervention in
Syria on the Arab World. The discussion begins with the crisis
and the Russian intervention dimensions. It looks into the
motives of the conflict and their effect on the country and Arab
World as well as the likely scenarios. Finally, a number of
recommendations are made to those concerned at the
international, regional, Arab and Syrian levels.
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of the sample was interviewed face to face, rather than online
or via the phone.

Among these were 3789 Jews (including settlers), while
the others were Arabs (871 Muslims, 468 Christians and 439
Druze).

The results indicated the deep— mainly ethnic— division
and the great decline of political and democratic culture within
the Israeli society, showing that 80% of the Jews believed that
the state should give them priority over the Arabs. On the other
hand, there are the Israelis' attitudes to some religion and state
affairs. It was found that the Jews would like to exclude
religion from their daily life but they would like it to be part of
the definition of the state.

Saudi-lranian Relations.. Present and Future
Mahjoub Al Zoweri

The crisis of the Saudi-Iranian relations, which was
severed by a Riyadh's third decision of its kind on January 3
2016, is one of repercussions of the Middle East's political and
sectarian polarization state in the early 21st century. The real
peak was reached when Shia cleric Nimer AIl-Nimer was
executed. Anger burst in Iran, especially in the regime's
departments close to the religious and security institutions, and
the Saudi embassy and consulate where attacked. As a result,
Riyadh had limited options to respond in a manner that would
embarrass Tehran.

The hostility between the two countries is not only
sectarian, but it also has a political aspect confirmed with
further developments. Thus, it turns that the former discourse
displayed by local parties on both sides actually complements
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When he speaks, Obama represents a significant party in
the US, as it is not a dictatorship ruled by a despot's opinion.
Thus, the US president's statement should be taken as a new
approach to the Middle East different from that of the last
decades since the end of the Cold War to the rule of George
Bush Jr. The structure of the World Order has changed as there
are states competing with the US. In other words, the age of
unilateral polarity is over.

The present report investigates Obama's interview with the
Atlantic (Issue 4, 2016). It sets the following headlines of the
US new foreign policy, showing differences in the technique,
but not the general strategy: no direct military intervention in
the Middle East; involving partners in the intervention cost;
leading from the back and fighting by proxy; preventing the
proliferation of nuclear weapons and a deal with Iran; regional
cooperation between Saudi Arabia and Iran; internal economic
and political reform; less priority for the Palestinian issue;
more concern for Asia than the Middle East; US-Russian
concord with regard to the Middle East and recognizing
Ukraine to be under Russian influence; less concern for terror
and ISIS; and adopting soft power.

Pew's Survey on Religious Split in the Israeli Society
Mohannad Mustafa

A significant survey on the political mood and democratic
culture in the Israeli society was conducted by the Pew
Research Center. The PRC is a major US think tank based in
Washington. It was founded in 2004 to observe public opinion
in the world countries on different issues like democracy,
politics, religion and ruling. The first investigation of its kind
in the Israeli society took place in the period October 2014-
May 2015. To guarantee credibility, each of the 5601 citizens
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instability (e.g. political violence, government vacuum, rise of
non-state players, economic and social tensions, growing
border threats). The third focuses on the effect of the oil price
drop on the Middle East stability, expected to turn unrest and
instability from a regional to a national level, rather than
between countries. The fourth argues that the Arabian Gulf
states, due to their financial capabilities and royal system, are
different in their political instability. The fifth believes in the
possibility of restoring stability to the Arab World, provided
that a genuine will is found on the following five basics:
employing the state's development function; balancing
security, democracy and development; achieving full
citizenship; accomplishing cultural and social renaissance; and
making an independent Arab economic alternative.

In conclusion, the introduction to restore stability in the
Arab World is an integrated network, combining politics,
people and youth in the core. The totalitarian state has
obstructed all the other ways of reform, making public
uprisings a salvation from such dictatorships with their
corruption, long submission to foreign interests, as well as
deliberate and extended neglect of people's demands of
freedom and dignity and the needs of the youth.

Reports And Articles

Obama's Perspective to the Middle East
Ahmad Al Bursan

The US foreign policy towards the Middle East is
witnessing a major shift, expected to continue after Obama.
That worries Washington's friends before rivals and, even,
enemies.



8 Middle Eastern Studies Journal No 76

Scenarios for Restoring Stability in the Arab World
Amgad Jebreel

The Arab World, in particular, and the Middle East, in
general, are going through a state of instability. Crises are
growing in the state-society relations, various threats of
different levels and types are escalating and some Arab states'’
entities are shaking.

In addition, the countries of the region are undergoing
Increasing international and regional pressures, leading to
further internal decline and menace to their stability.

The present study begins with reviewing the sources of
instability before the Arab revolts, followed by the impact of
failing the first wave of protests, mainly in the middle of 2013.
Then, foundations are proposed to restore stability.

It is very important to look at 'political stability' from an
overall network perspective. In other words, it needs to be
handled as a sub-variable of independent economic, social and
cultural variables, for the concept is an outcome of all the other
Kinds.

According to the above approach, the sources of instability
before the Arab revolts are explored, such as more ‘failure
states', repercussions of pan-Arab and regional conflicts, their
international employment, as well as other economic, social
and cultural causes.

A question is raised: will such 'fragile stability' carry on in
the Arab World? There are five viewpoints in this regard. The
first supports change and democracy, even through radical
revolutionary tracks. Here, the current instability is considered
a transitional stage, which constitutes a long-term chance. The
second calls for 'adapting' to the state and forms of political
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autonomy bases, in light of the decline in the assumed
democratic shifts due to internal dilemmas as well as regional
and international interventions in Arab internal affairs.

The study aims at exploring the concept of civil war as an
objective introduction, the conditions leading to civil wars, the
impacts on the Arab countries after 2011 and the repercussions
on the future of Arab national states.

The hypothesis is that civil and sectarian conflicts result in
a state of division to conflicting local entities, affecting the
present and future of national states and widening the gap
between social and religious components.

Today, the Arabs have one choice of establishing a new
order away from the approaches of force, violence and political
sectarianism. A social contract between the state and society is
needed to rebuild the Arab political culture, in terms of
constitutional  legitimacy, political participation, real
understanding of the peaceful circulation of power and
democratic tools springing from Arab traditions — but not
necessarily from the Western model. The above shall maintain
the Arab national state and resist the attempts to fragment the
Arab World.

In a bid to get rid of civil wars and internal conflicts, the
only way could be the foundation of a social, political contract
regulating the relations between all the social, religious and
educated segments. A new political culture shall prevail, based
on peace — rather than violence — respect of the Other, social
diversity, abandonment of hatred and marginalization and
creation of broad political participation. The latter would
definitely provide a relevant ground to construct the state's
Institutions, spread social peace and build economy on the
genuine foundations of development.
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peoples for freedom, prosperity and independence; the stop of
the growth of extremist groups in the region in the light of the
containment of moderate political Islam in the local and
regional political systems and provide the "Islamic™ alternative
to youths who might be attracted to following extreme
thoughts; establish a leverage for influencing international
policies to the Middle East; and finally, put back the
Palestinian issue in its rightful place and enhance the Arab role
In realizing Palestinian unity.

Research & Studies

Arab Civil Wars and the National State Future
Mufeed Al Zaidy

The Arab Civil wars are not new, but date back to previous
decades when some Arab countries saw a state of internal
instability. Armed conflicts were, in most cases, encouraged by
regional or international parties to escalate crises into civil
wars between conflicting internal parties. They were used as
tools of violence to achieve political or ideological purposes,
like inflaming sectarian and ethnic divisions; stirring up chaos;
founding weak entities which depend on foreign aid; and
employing some armed groups as arms for new political
powers rising from such struggles.

The stage that followed the Arab uprisings— or what is
called the Arab Spring— saw the persistence and sizable
escalation of the civil wars phenomenon in ethnic, sectarian
and tribal forms, as is the case in Iraq and then Syria, Libya
and Yemen. On the other hand, violence and terror are striking
other Arab countries now and then, as is the case in Egypt,
Tunisia, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. In addition, elite and public
calls are being launched to re-organize states on federal or
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Editorial

The Shifts of International and Regional Policies in the
Middle East

Editor in Chief

The policies of the key players in the Middle East
witnessed major strategic and vital changes since 2013. Most
of these were represented in their ambiguities regarding
finding solutions to the crises in lIraq, Syria, Libya and Yemen;
indirect military intervention; providing weapons to all parties
and their opponents; and finally direct military intervention
through Russia, the US and France. It should be as well and
from today till 2018, the coming stage is expected to witness
fundamental shifts from encouraging domestic conflicts to a
period of altering the balance between the conflicting parties to
reach some sort of solutions to be discussed with the various
Middle Eastern parties.

As well, there could be a greater possibility for an Iranian-
Saudi-Turkish "awakening", to be probably followed by an
Egyptian one, as the only way forward to weaken strategies
against Arab and Muslim interests. The new Turkish
turnarounds amid at strengthening relations with Russia, Iran,
Egypt and Syria could be a good basis for such a collective
awakening whose aim is to protect the region from chaos and
destruction and bring about stability to it and preserve the
region’s remaining sources of power.

If such an awakening does indeed take effect, it would
have many consequences for the region among the most
prominent are: The resumption of the democratic transition and
political reform in the region to respond to the demands of the
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