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Iranian Nuclear Agreement Summary
Baker Al Bdour

On July 2015, Iran and the 5+1 Group, including the US,
reached an accord on the lranian nuclear issue after long
negotiations. It hampers Tehran’s aspirations by extremely
restricting the programme through an inspection system and
a long-term censorship. In return, Iran shall have the
international sanctions lifted. The agreement addresses
several questions, such as enriching uranium, reactors
working on heavy water, depleted fuel, agreement
monitoring and lifting the sanctions. There are also articles
on disputes over applying the accord.

The present informative study reviews the main points of
the agreement as well as the international, regional and Arab
reactions.
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Upon reviewing the articles and annexes, the details
show that both parties were competent negotiators in
maintaining their gains. Each made many of them and
restricted the other in certain fields.

The report also analyzes the content and dimensions of
the accord in light of current political realities, discussing the
Western and Iranian views. The former believes it hampered
Tehran’s aspirations by setting the level of enrichment at
3.67% for 15 years, preventing the possession of a nuclear
bomb. On the other hand, the latter secured a treatment as
any state by the international community. It also saw the
uranium enrichment on its soil a major Western concession.

Furthermore, the report discusses the main impacts on
regional security as well as political, economic and military
fields.

In conclusion, in spite of the advantages of the
agreement to Iran, it stopped the uranium enrichment for
consecutive 10 years and put it under continuous censorship
for over 20 years. Therefore, the Arab countries shall not be
feel any serious threat if they follow a strategy of
containment and confrontation with the repercussions. An
Arab alliance network shall be re-made on the basis of
national and regional reconciliations leading to unified
attitudes and policies against the Iranian influence,
expansion and hegemony. The Gulf Cooperation Council
countries, in particular, have to take strong stands in this
direction. If a coherent attitude and powerful,
straightforward policies are taken, the effect on the Arabs’
role and their regional and international weight will be
minimized.
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start applying such imaginations, along with some
modifications according to the developments on the northern
front.

Therefore, we have translated everything mentioned by
the Israeli Military website about the vision of all the
branches of the army. It is a web page for the Israeli military
and directly concerned with its affairs. It will be published in
MESJ in two parts of the issues 73-74. Part One of the
translations addresses 2025 Israeli Military Commanders,
2025 Israeli  Military Judiciary, 2025 Combat Tools
Compatibility and 2025 Israel’s Dealing with Missiles
Threats. It is hoped to be useful for Arab decision-makers to
set similar visions or introduce modifications to the current
ones to cope with emerging challenges.

File Issue: Iranian Nuclear Agreement

Iran Nuclear Deal And its implications
Jawad El Hamad

The agreement between Tehran the international powers
over the nuclear file, signed in Vienna on July 14, 2015,
constitutes a quantum leap in the Iranian-Western relations,
according to the seven signatories. The parties expressed
their aspiration for major shifts in the region’s security and
stability after the treaty.

The step 1s widely considered to be distinguished and can
change the rules of the game with regard to the influence in
the region. However, observers argue that Tehran has placed
the its nuclear programme under the international will.
Therefore, it cannot produce nuclear weapons for at least 25
years to come.
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distinguished feature of the country - in a cross-national
framework.

2025 Israeli Military Vision

Ahmed Mossad

It seems that the Hebrew State always sets future

scenarios for each aspect lived by its people and army. It

even imagines what the surrounding states and non-political

entities may face and, thus, have a future affecting the future

shape of Israel. At least, it attempts to produce responses to
“potential dangers.”

In this regard, one of the serious studies is a book by
Israeli futurist Professor David Passage 2048: lIsrael after
100 Years of Establishment. It was him in 2008 who
predicted the Arab Spring uprisings through the deductive
method, listing some potential threats to the Hebrew State
from non-political entities.

Along with this approach, the Israeli military institution
had no choice but to develop a doctrine, reaching an
Imagination of how a soldier would look like in 2025.
Pictures are set of how the future arms, war systems and
general management of the war would be. The leadership
networks are being developed and the human resources are
qualified. Furthermore, a plan is set to qualify the military
judiciary to keep up with the developments faced by the
military officers when going into any battle where civilians
are targeted.

The vision was made public in February-March, 2015
just before the end of Chief of Staff Benny Gantz’ term. He
referred to it in a conference held by the Begin-Sadat Center
for Middle Eastern Studies in 2013. Jadi Izencot took over to
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- calling on these powers to maintain the sovereignty of
the people and the land

- initiating the political reform process

- putting an end to the exclusionary policies against any
of the components of the society

- building a participatory, democratic system on fair
foundations to achieve stability and development and
fight corruption

- calling for cross-national dialogue aimed at restoring
balance to the Iragi political scene

- stopping all forms of external negative and exploitative
interventions, and giving the chance for the Iraqis to
manage their affairs away from the attempts of
submission and hegemony, and with full Arab support,
and

- calling on the international community and
neighbouring countries - especially the Gulf states,
Iran and Jordan - to contribute to a peaceful political
solution.

Finally, the report underlines the significance of unifying
the Arab vision and stand on dealing with the issue in its
both serious sectarian and security dimensions. Otherwise,
the Arab role will not be decisive in solving the problem or
bringing back the course to the actual questions, rather than
being engaged in a war against terror as a beginning to solve
the issue. The essence of the crisis is that the regime has
been excluding the Arab Sunnis since the US occupation in
2003, instead of combining the sectarian variety - a
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second (persistence of the status quo) is the most likely for
this year (2015). However, if it goes out of the current
context, it is more likely to head for further escalation for a
number of factors. Among the most significant of these are:

the absence of a comprehensive political solution

the inability of each party to end the battle in military
terms

the lack of an international and regional will to put and
end to the issue

the continuous state of sectarian division

the government’s insistence to carry on with its
policies and attitudes

Public Mobilization’s continuous violations against the
Arab Sunnis

Iran’s persistence in deep intervention in lraqgi affairs,
refusing to abandon its expansive theory in the region,
and

Islamic State’s growing influence and expansion in
new territories.

The following recommendations are made to find a way

out the crisis:

calling on all the Iragi political powers to abandon
sectarianism as well as promote moderation and
national partnership among all powers, sects and
ethnicities
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Reports And Articles

Iraqi Crisis: Where t0?
Arab Crisis Team

In this issue of the report, the Arab Crisis Team (ACT)
explores lIraq’s crisis, with its possible courses. It begins
with a vision to approach the dilemma in light of the
complications of the scene and its multiple players. It
elaborates on the nature of the issue as well as the players’
identity and behaviour, referring to regional and
international attitudes. It also focuses on the tendencies of
the problem development, establishing a picture of the
repercussions, possible and most likely scenarios and parties’
options. Finally, recommendations are made to the relevant
parties at the national and regional levels.

It turns that what has happened in the country is not
surprising for many experts for a number of reasons. One of
them is the failure of the basics of the political process since
the US occupation in 2003. A second is the sectarian quota
system, which led to extreme tension between the Sunnis and
Shi’a, blessed by Washington. A third is a feeling of
marginalization by most of the Arab Sunnis in light of their
weak political participation. A fourth is the disagreement
between the central government and the Kurdistan Region. A
fifth is the dispute between governorates over their borders.
A last one is the intervention by neighbouring countries, like
Iran.

With reference to the development of the crisis, four
possible scenarios are proposed: escalation, persistence of
the status quo, decline and a political solution. Until the
preparation of the report, the realities indicate that the
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Political Violence and Democratization:

An attempt to understand shifts to violence in the Arab
World

Moustapha Bekhouche

The study is aimed at exploring the concurrence of two
political phenomena in many of the Arab countries which
have witnessed public protests calling for freedom and social
justice. The first is the shift from comprehensive
dictatorships to democratic systems, resulting from the
economic and political reform efforts imposed by internal,
regional and international changes. The second is political
violence, which accelerated to serious levels in some cases in
the form of bloody wars and extreme attrition of the
strengths of the society and state (e.g. Syria, Libya, Yemen,

Iraq).

It is concluded that the Arab Spring has uncovered the
immense ability of the Arab autocratic regimes to adapt to
new situations. They have managed to build cosmetic
democracies, which pretend to respond to the external
demands and pressures while actually sinking in despotism
and corruption. It is also found that the public protests -
which constituted a form of reform and democratization -
have become a mechanism for some traumatized regimes to
stay in power. Thus, questions are raised on how the protests
have shifted to the opposite direction to assist the same
dominant groups to maintain privileges.
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political, economic and social aspects. The parties are also
various, combining Israeli, Arab and international attitudes.
However, the current research will be limited to the Israeli
stand on political settlement. It focuses on the inputs of the
process from the Israeli point of view by means of looking
into the variables and repercussions of the internal
environment on the current political settlement. The track is
seen as a product of the movement of the balance of power
between the parties concerned, taking the form of special
accords.

It is found that Israel is carrying on with its policy of
hampering the peace process. This is only a type of
management - rather than resolution - of the conflict, setting
the holding talks as a goal in itself with no potential of
reaching political solutions in the region. At the same time, it
would continue to impose its agenda on the Arabs as well as
create new realities on the ground. It would make use of the
Palestinians’ concern in their divisions and the Arab
countries’ involvement in their own affairs after the Arab
Spring, restricting their support to the Palestinian demands
for liberation and self-determination. It would also bolster its
internal power, especially in the military field to prove its
theory of national security by means of power and
confrontation with the international pressures.

As it proceeds to pass its plans in the region based on
military power, the Hebrew State has become more
conscious of its limited power. In the various battles with
Hezbollah and Islamist resistant groups in Gaza, it could not
make tangible achievements. Therefore, it should look for
new methods to penetrate the antagonist Arab attitudes and
translate the military achievements into political shifts.
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The essay presents the features necessary for an action
vision, such as the following: - promoting the boycott of
Israel at the Arab and international levels and in all aspects
- publicizing the Israeli practices and their dangers in all
international conferences - supporting the Palestinian
struggle in all its forms, such as stationing in Al-Agsa
Mosque to prevent settlers from breaking in, and -
holding an official and public Arab, Islamic conference to
support Jerusalem and the Palestinian issue and people,
declaring practical resolutions, timely stands and
straightforward demands from the international community.

In conclusion, the problem of Jerusalem in the Arab and
Islamic political action will keep existing, unless a shift
takes place in the approach and policies of dealing with the
Israeli occupation and the cause restores its status at the
Arab, Islamic and international levels. On the other hand, if
the overall struggle of the Muslim, Arab Palestinian people
is ignored, the political action would be so weakened before
the world. If such general thoughts are presented as a draft
worksheet for a team made of Arab political parties and
Palestinian factions, they can form a card of political and
public pressure adopted by the Arab states and Palestinian
Authority. Then, the political action may be able to protect
Jerusalem and its holy sites and liberate them from the
occupation.

Research & Studies

Political Settlement Future under Current Israeli Changes
Nizam Barakat

The study of the future of the political settlement in the
region is a complicated and manifold process, comprising
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Editorial

Jerusalem Issue in Arab, Palestinian Political Action
Editor in Chief

Jerusalem has been a center of a long historical conflict
in the Mediterranean region. Since the Israeli occupation in
1967, it has been the most major and significant cause to
unite all Arabs and all Muslims.

In spite of the international and Arab efforts to prevent
Israel from annexing or Judaizing the city, the Israeli
leaderships from both the left and right consider Jerusalem
their eternal capital. In 1980, Israel declared it part of the
state, careless of the UN Security Council resolutions calling
it an “occupied territory.”

The world deals with the status quo without explicit
endorsement. The Arab peace agreements has not made any
tangible political or legal achievement to maintain the Arab
and Islamic identity of the city. The Hebrew State carried on
with policies of Judaization and settlement in the heart and
surroundings of the Holy Land. Israel has also extended the
geographical borders and driven away both the Muslim and
Christian Arab population. On the other hand, the Arab
stance is so fragile in the negotiations and agreements on the
city and the other occupied territories. The Arabs have even
made it one of the final status files in settling or liquidating
the Palestinian issue.

Thus, one wonders about the political way out of the
weak Palestinian and Arab stand in advocating the city as
well as protecting the holy sites and their people from the
very systematic Israeli aggression.
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