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palestinian-state,(4/10/2014)
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. A Cabinet of Generals? Trump’s Choices Get Mixed Reviews. (n.d.).

Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
http://boston.edgemedianetwork.com/news/politics/news/207613/a_ca
binet of generals? trumps choices get mixed reviews

A dangerous pick for US ambassador to Israel - The Boston Globe.
(n.d.). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2016/12/22/dangerous-pick-
for-ambassador-israel/nV96nhaiXrQ7rwMDHNL4uK/story.html

. All Donald Trump Cabinet Appointments - Tracking the Trump

Administration in Real Time. (n.d.). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
http://www.marieclaire.com/politics/a23922/donald-trump-cabinet-
appointments/

Another Friend in High Places: Jason Greenblatt Trump’s
Representative for International Negotiations | JNi.Media | Saturday,
December 24, 2016 | JewishPress.com. (n.d.). Retrieved January 4,
2017, from http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/another-
friend-in-high-places-jason-greenblatt-trumps-representative-for-
international-negotiations/2016/12/24/

Can Donald Trump Learn from Mike Pence? - The New Yorker.

(n.d.). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from

http://www.newyorker.com/news/john-cassidy/can-donald-trump-
learn-from-mike-pence

CIA nominee Mike Pompeo supported sanctions to contain Russia’s
Vladimir Putin, in apparent break with Trump | McClatchy DC. (n.d.).
Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-
house/article120443838.html

Donald Trump, Jared Kushner Should Not Bother With Yet Another
Mideast Peace Process. (n.d.). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
https://pjmedia.com/homeland-security/2016/12/06/jared-kushner-
dont-waste-your-time-on-an-israeliarab-peace-effort/

. Donald Trump’s adviser Michael T Flynn likely to urge increased use

of drones. (n.d.). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/drone-strikes-expected-increase-during-
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Donald Trump’s pick for secretary of state is a Putin-friendly Exxon
CEO - Vox. (nd.). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
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state-vladimir-putin-exxon-donald-trump

Donald Trump Is Choosing His Cabinet. Here’s the Latest List. - The
New York Times. (n.d.-b). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/us/politics/donald-trump-
administration.html? r=1

Donald Trump Is Choosing His Cabinet. Here’s the Latest List. - The
New York Times. (n.d.-a). Retrieved January 4, 2017, from
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/us/politics/donald-trump-
administration.html? r=0
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' See: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISjQiTVIox8.

* See: Darrell M.West, four scenarios for a Trump presidency, Brookings Institute,
November, 14, 2016, in:
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2016/11/14/four-scenarios-for-a-trump-

presidency/ha

’ See:

https://mobile.twitter.com/realDonald Trump/status/811977223326625
792%ref src=twsrc%5Etfw

* See:

https://www.donaldjtrump.com/press-releases/readout-of-donald-j-trumps-meeting-

meeting
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the Left are internationalist, but both think the rights of ‘ordinary
people’ or ‘workers’ are being neglected

by the privileged elites. To get elected in the Western
democracies would-be politicians are going to have to pay more
attention to what the voters say they want than to what the traditional
elites define as ‘the common good’.

What this means for Western engagement in the Arab World
suggests a mixed picture. I doubt we’ll see any more grand plans to
democratise the region — such as the Bush initiative that accompanied
the invasion of Iraq. So far so good perhaps! It is also unlikely to
mean any more

invasions. Again that is no doubt a positive. Instead, bilateral
relations with individual Arab regimes will take precedence over
regional schemes. Arms sales mean job security for people in the
producing countries, so we can expect that trade to flourish — perhaps
not so good. We can also anticipate more deals with governments in
Africa and the Middle East to try to stem the flow of migrants trying
to reach European shores. That could mean more Western investment
in job creation schemes in the developing world — but don’t expect
this to be on a significant or transformative level.

Looking specifically at Western engagement in the war zones of
Iraq, Syria, Libya and Yemen — I think we can anticipate more of the
same —that is continued assistance to local forces, continued reliance
on drone and electronic warfare rather than troop deployments. Yet
such engagement does not promise decisive outcomes. What will be
decisive are the opportunities thus created for other non-Western
actors to pursue their objectives without fear of Western counter-
action. That applies to Russia, Iran, Turkey, India, China — in all
fields, in terms of soft and hard power.

So, to conclude, this is a moment of transformation in the history
of the region. The trends are scary in so far as the old order of the late
20™ century cannot be recreated. But then that was not popular with
very many in the region anyway — as signaled in the Arab uprisings.
So this could spell a moment of opportunity for more concerted Arab
action to shape the future before the emergence of another external
hegemon.
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The Obama administration chose ‘to lead from behind’ in the
NATO intervention in Libya and has been in the background of the
Saudi intervention in Yemen. Some US and allied Western forces are
fighting IS in Libya, but have looked to the UN to try to effect a
general ceasefire there. President Obama has also resisted calls from
various US proponents of more forceful intervention in Syria on the
grounds that there is no appetite among the US public for more large-
scale foreign engagements after the Iraq experience. The same
consideration will no doubt influence the future president, assuming
the Russians, Iran and Turkey have not cleaned up by the time the
next president is inaugurated.

Meanwhile, both the Russians and the Americans cannot impose
the rule of law in the lands vacated by IS in Syria and Iraq, assuming
any kind of order will replace that frightening phenomenon.

Crucially, however, I would venture to say that ‘the West’ as such is
experiencing its own transformation right now which will prevent a
return to 20th century interventionism in the Middle East. In both Europe
and the United States we are witnessing a backlash against Globalization
manifest in the rise of ‘populism’. This is apparent on both the Left and
the Right of the political spectrum. In the US it was championed by
Bernie Sanders on the Left and Donald Trump on the Right.

In Europe you have parties like Syriza and Podemos on the Left
and Golden Dawn and UKIP on the Right. Disillusion with the EU is
not restricted to Britain. The backlash against Globalization takes the
form of disenchantment and resentment of ‘a privileged elite’ — that is
the winners of globalization and cosmopolitanism.

3. Prospects and Implications

The divisions emergent in Europe and the United States will
preoccupy and in some cases paralyse governments on both side of the
Atlantic for some time to come. There is a crisis of legitimacy in the
western political systems — and democracy is no protection against
populism — populists can win elections — and populist leaders exploit
the desire of ordinary people for meaningful jobs, decent wages, and
an end to free trade if that means giving jobs to foreigners at the
expense of locals. Populists of the Right are nationalists and those of
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conflict and then Saudi-led military intervention followed. In Bahrain
the government faced down the demonstrators and the uprising was
suppressed, with some help from Saudi armed forces. In Libya, when
the Arab League gave the go-ahead for international intervention,
NATO forces helped rebels topple Qadhafi, but then failed to prevent
the country from descending into civil war and chaos. In Syria, of
course, the government turned on the demonstrators only to fuel the
forces of resistance and the country descended into bloody conflict,
with various levels of intervention from regional and international
actors.

Meanwhile, on the Palestinian front, there have been three
crushing Israeli assaults on Gaza since 2008-09.

Last but not least, the so-called Islamic State, son of Al-Qaeda,
emerged in the borderlands straddling Syria and Iraq, and by its
pursuit of an international recruitment and terror campaign, IS
incurred such hostility far and wide that it is now the object of a
combined regional and international counter-offensive. In the margins,
Kurdish nationalist groups have mobilised along the borders of Syria,
Iraq and Turkey, bringing Turkish forces into the fray as well.

So what are the overall trends at the Arab regional level?
Essentially the whole regional order has been severely shaken and the
wars raging in Libya, Yemen, Syria and Iraq could yet prove their
undoing and/or render them ungovernable by any single national
regime for years to come. And at present there is no single regional
Arab consensus or coalition able to re-impose order in all four
battlegrounds. That is, there is no equivalent of the Taif accords that
brought an end to the 15-year Lebanon war in 1990.

2. Developments and trends at the international level
Whereas before 2010, the United States was for a while the
unchallenged hegemon in the Middle East and beyond, by 2010 the
US was no longer able or inclined to impose its will across the region.
The US reaction to the Arab uprisings was ambiguous and patchy.
Egyptians may blame the US for backing President Morsi — but that
backing was never complete or decisive and the US has quickly
accommodated to the presidency of retired-Field Marshal Sisi.
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Impact of Regional and International Developments
on the Middle East”

My brief is to offer an overview on the main theme of the
symposium — Arab International Relations: Reality and Prospects —
and I propose to do so under three main headings:

(1) developments and trends at the regional level since 2010;
(2) developments and trends at the international level;
(3) implications and prospects.

1. Developments and trends at the regional level since 2010

It was in December 2010 that the Arab uprisings began in
Tunisia, spreading rapidly to Egypt and beyond. In all the Arab
countries where demonstrations took place, the slogans adopted were
similar, with calls for ‘dignity’, ‘freedom’, more job opportunities and
for an end to corruption. There was a palpable sense that this was a
pan-Arab phenomenon, a second Arab Awakening — as some called it.

Government responses varied, however. President Ben Ali of
Tunisia simply fled the country; President Mubarak of Egypt tried to
suppress the demonstrations and, when the armed forces refused to
fire on the crowds, Mubarak was obliged to stand down. Thereafter,
when elections produced a brief tenure at the helm for Muslim
Brotherhood leader Mohammed Morsi, that proved so divisive that by
2014 the army intervened and President Sisi reintroduced the old
order. In Morocco and Jordan, by contrast, the governments initiated
some reforms and the demonstrators were placated — as well as
chastened by developments elsewhere.

In Yemen leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
intervened and a change of regime was negotiated, though internal

* Rosemary Hollis, Professor of Middle East Policy Studies at City University, and
Former Director of Chatham House, London.
The speech was delivered in the "Arab-International Relations: Reality
and Expectations" Symposium, held by the MESC on 13-14/11/2016 in
Amman, Jordan.
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history of Hamas through exclusive interviews with key players across
the Middle East and in Washington, including meeting Misha
himself.

Some of the more books include A Hamas. A Beginner's Guide
by Khaled Hroub in 2010; Hamas in Politics: Democracy, Religion,
Violence by Jeroen Gunning 2010 and who stresses the law-and-order
ticket of Hamas and terror tactics against Isragl's civilians and
military; and Hamas. A History from Within by Azzam Al Tamimi
(2011); as well as Hamas vs. Fatah: The Struggle For Palestine by
Jonathan Schnazer (2008). All these are a growing part of the
literature on Hamas.

AZIAM TAMIMI

HAMAS

A HISTORY'FROM WITHIN

FATAH

JONATHAN SCHANZER
FOREWORD BY DANIEL PIPES

nlA
MR s
A BEGINNER'S GUIDE
2ND EDITION

HAMAS IN POLITICS

Jeroen Gunning

There would likely be much more books in the years to come
after 2016. Two reasons for this lie in Hamas continuing to maintain
power in Gaza and the Isragli siege in the strip which is likely to
remain indefinitely in the coming future.
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authors tracking Hamas from bullets to ballot box, probing its origins,
motivations and their rise to power through a wealth of on-the-ground
information. The authors, Beverley Milton-Edwards, Professor in the
School of Palitics, International Studies and Philosophy at Queens
University, Belfast and author of books such as Contemporary Politics
in the Middle East (2006) and The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: a
People's War (2009) teamed up together, with prize-winning journalist
Stephen Farrell and foreign correspondent for the New York Times,
literally on the streets of Jerusalem, to write this book.

THE POLITICAL IDEOLOGY.OF In 2009 another important book came out on
1Y) 138 the Political Ideology of Hamas: A Grassroots
St Gl Perspective by Michagl Irving Jensen who says
: p ¢ | Hamasisnot merely a

Military organization but runs  schools,
hospitals and universities which are not for the
dissemination of a jihadist ideology as it is often
though in western perception.

Based on interviews with the Hamas leadership, the rank-and-file,
and ordinary Palestinians, Jensen shows how Hamas's officially stated
goals relate to the socia and political realities of the West Bank and
Gaza. He lays the groundwork for a more accurate way of
understanding the organization and the direction in which its war with
Israel is taking place. Jensen is a research fellow at the Danish
Institute for International Studies, Copenhagen, and head of the
Middle East Department at the Danish Centre for Culture and
Development.

Much books and daring ones have been
. written in those relatively early years to
understand Hamas and its role in Gaza,
Palestinian politics and its regiona dimension.
s One book, Kill Khalid: The Failed Assassination
= IEUE R  Of Khalid Mishaal and the Rise of Hamas (2010)
b il by Paul McGeough traces the history of that
g et gttempted assassination while reconstructing the
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international security consultant and Berti is a lecturer in Middle
Eastern studies at Tel Aviv University and afellow at the Institute for
National Security Studies.

The issue of terrorism continues to be in the
driving seat through Hamas and Suicide
Terrorism:  Multi-causal and  Multi-level
Approaches by Rashimi Singh. He, a Lecturer at
the Centre for the Study of Terrorism and
Political Violence and the University of St
Andrews in Scotland, sought to analyze the root
causes of suicide terrorism used by Hamas.
However, he aso explains why this tactic has
disappeared in the post-2006 period from Hamas thinking. He also
uses extensive fieldwork and on-the-ground interviews to delve
beneath the surface and understand why and how suicide operations
were adopted as a sustained mechanism of engagement within the
Isragli-Palestinian conflict. In a sophisticated argument he explained
suicide bombings not only served distinct political and strategic goals
for Hamas and its operatives but they also serve to convey a symbolic
message to various audiences, within Israel, the Palestinian territories
and around the world through multi-level and multi-casual
approaches.

The Hamas. The Idamic Resistance
Movement, by Beverly Milton-Edwards and
Stephen Farrell is another less biased objective
book on the history of the movement and itsrolein
Gaza published in 2010. The authors preferred to
get away from the usual “terrorist” stereotype and
pointed to the fact “Hamas stands as the most
important Sunni Islamist group in the Middle East”
that is important for the policy-maker and the experts and the ordinary
citizens.

The book is highly recommended because of its comprehensive
approach that touches upon all important aspects of Hamas that is
lucidly narrated of a movement that stresses political 1slam with the
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rather than recruiting outfits. They reflect a deep commitment to
stimulate social, cultura and moral renewal of the Muslim
community, one couched not only--or even primarily--in religious
terms. lllustrating Hamas's unrecognized potential for moderation,
accommodation, and change, the book aso traces critica
developments in Hamas's social and political sectors and offers an
assessment of the organization in the occupied territories.

Hamas. From Resistance to Government
(2012) by Paoli Cariti, an Italian journalist and
LYYl historian and lived in the Middle East since
Bty 2001, and translated by Andrea Teti, alecturer in
& International Relations at the University of
Aberdeen follow the rise of Hamas in a war-torn
region. It offers an unbiased look at the complex
feelings of Palestinians towards a movement that
became a government in 2006 but supports
violent resistance. Caridi tells the story of a movement caught
between the desire to resist its oppressor, Israel and the need to
provide support for people, underpinned by on-ground research and
interviews with residents of Gaza and leaders of Hamas. It talks of the
political battles and reveals the strange complexities behind the
controversy by explaining one of the key players in the search for
peace and justice that runs through the central crisis of the Middle
East.

That year also saw the publication of Hezbollah and Hamas. A
Comparatwe Study by Joshua L. Gleis and Benedetti Berti. The
; ZwaemEs outhors state Hezbollah and Hamas are major
~9€ players in Middle Eastern politics and have a
] growing involvement in global events, drawing
from primary interviews and documents and a
thorough review of current scholarship. Thisis a
portrait of the organizations roots, histories,
ideologies, relationships, tactics, politica
outlooks, and futures written for the policy-maker
with national security in mind. Glies is an
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autobiography Taking the Sand: My Lifein the Law.

A blatantly anti-Hamas book also came out in
2014 by Publuis Marcus ssimply called HAMAS -
| Satanic Violence. It's a book that seeks to decry
. Hamas because he says it is a group that seeks the
= “destruction of lIsrael”. Marcus served as an
~ American soldier in Vietnam and sought to
provide a historical definition of Hamas related to
violence and doomsday while providing examples
of this from the Bible and the scriptures.

A book on the negotiations to free the Isradli
soldier Gilad Schalit was written by Gershon
Baskon. He was the initiator and person
responsible for the secret back channel between
Israel and the Hamas. The Negotiator: Freeing
Gilad Schalit from Hamas came out in 2013 and
was originally published in Hebrew. Dr Baskin
GERSHON BASKIN was co-Director and founder of the
Israel/Palestine  Center for Research and
Information (IPCRI), advocating Jewish-Arab relations and was the
Executive Director of the Institute for Education for Jewish-Arab
Coexistence and served as an advisor on the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process to a secret team of intelligence officers established by the late
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

Hamas and Civil Society in Gaza: Engaging
the Idamist Social Sector by Sara Roy and
published in 2013 sought to give a baanced
picture of Hamas by focusing on how the social
4 service activities, community development and

| civic restoration it sponsored by rather than
emphasizing political violence. On a broader level,
Roy demonstrates how Islamic social institutions
in Gaza and the West Bank advocated a moderate
approach to change that valued order and stability, not disorder and
instability. These institutions attempted to create civic communities,
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In 2015, two books were written that related to

Hamas. The first, Fighting Hamas, BDS and Anti-
Eﬂ'}}g&,‘ﬂ’.ﬁﬁ Semitism: Fighting violence, bigotry and hate by
Barry Shaw, its author, states there is a new hatred
of Israel that smacks of anti-Semitism arising from
the BDS (boycott, divestment and sanctions)
movement that seeks people to disengage from
BAHIIYWSIIAW Isragl. The author is member of a private Isradli
think tank called the Isragl Institute for Strategic
Studies and tries to make a mockery of this movement which is
growing al over the world and especialy in Europe. But he does
recognize Isragl is “losing out” and hence his books on Israel
Reclaiming the Narrative (2011) and BDSfor IDIOTS (2016) written
asaform of “public diplomacy”.

Another pro-Isragli book isISS HEZBOLLAH,
o aconconme” I HAMAS AND Al QAEDA ? THE VISON THAT

VISION THAT WILL CAST

sresstenoronvoo. ll \WWILL CAST DISASTER UPON YOU: Radical Idam

RADICAL ISLAM - WHAT THEY

DON'T WANT YOU TS KNOW

- What they don't want you to know (Under standing
the Middle East) (Volume 1) (2015) by Kobi
Shashoua. The Isragli author states this is a must
book for anyone who wants to preserve the
| principles of democracy, appeding to the high

morals of people by seeking to give them the

In defense of Israel was aso a book on
Terror Tunnels: The Case for Isradl's Just War
Against Hamas, (2014), by Alan Dershowitz who
Is an American lawyer and a professor at the
Harvard Law School. This book states Israel

Ve needs to struggle against Hamas to protect its
TERROR i citizens and democracy. His other book is The
1 ¢ uee  Case for Israel, where he sees the Jewish state as
LLUNIEIE S amodel against all those who seek to undermine
it. His other book includes Rights From Wrong, The Case For Peace,

The Case For Moral Clarity: Israel, Hamas and Gaza, and his

= |
o
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states Hamas is till a poorly understood organization and it is
important to continue to examine its “history, ideology, political
prospects and regional opportunities because it is “redefining 21%
century terrorism”.

She states Hamas has an “enormous potential to shape the role of
radicalized Isam” and how it “will play in the Middle East over the
next decade” because of its ideological political, and military
objectives. Jefferis offers an analysis of Hamas' approach to violence
and political engagement, methodologies, regiona alliances and
engaging with other radical political parties.

As a response to the rising importance of
Hamas, Wael Abdelal on Hamas and the Media:
Politics and Srategy, focuses on how Hamas
started to use the media, from graffiti art to
satellite broadcasting as a means of popular
mobilization. This is a first ever study that
examines the media strategy of Hamas by a the
Coordinator of Media and Communication
Technology Programme in the Arts and Social
Science Department of University College of Applied science in
Palestine.

The final book for 2016 was by Yisrael Ne'emen Hamas Jihad:
Anti-semitism, Islamic World Conquest and the Manipulation of
Palestinian Nationalism. Ne€'emen is an Isragli historian and
archaeologist teaching at Haifa University. In
Hamas he talks of a “Jihadi thinking and culture”
based in the Palestinian branch of the Muslim
Brotherhood whilst examining the Muslim group
from 1948 to 2016. He says Hamas condemns
secular Palestinian nationalism whilst examining
the Hamas Covenant and its difference with the
Palestinian National Charter and warns of the
consequences for a world if it does not stop

|slamic Jihadism.
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C.A.LR. IS HAMAS Thisis aclassic case for Hamas over the last

10 years, in its confrontation with Israel and the
o il Gorermt latter’s wars on Gaza in 2009, 2012 and in 2014.
PRt Over these years Hamas proved a formidable

opponent, controlling the Gaza Strip, its
“politically recovery” its support among the 1.9
million population, its relationship vis-avis
Palestinian political parties and factions and its
“external” adversary Isragl.

Deﬂre to Iearn more about Hamas continued in 2016 as four
books were written on the subject from eminent
expertsin the United Statesand Israel. In Hamas,
Popular Support and War in the Middle East:
Insurgency in the Holy Land, Richard Davis, a
former White House officia turned professor of
conflict resolution conceptualized the Islamic
organization as a “power-seeking insurgent
group” desiring to use “violence” and achieve
“popular support” through a theoretical construct
and a group dynamic.

This was followed by a book that came out in the United States
to directly look at the “finances” of Hamas through the Council on
American Isamic Relations titled C.A.l.R Is Hamas. How the Federal
Government Proved that the Council on American-lslamic Relations
is a Front for Terrorism, written by an unknown outfit called the
Center for Security Studies, and sought to tighten the noose further on
Islamm and other nationalist organization under the guise of fighting

; terrorism that emerged after 9/11, America's war
in Afghanistan and later itswar in Iraq after 2003.

The terror theme also emerges in the next
book by Jennifer Jefferis Hamas. Terrorism,
Governance, and Its Future in Middle East
Politics. Jefferis, a professor at the Near East and
South Asian Center for Strategic Studies at the
National Defense University in Washington,
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aso scratching the surface because there are many departments,
institutions and schools in universities in the UK and in different
European countries dealing with the Middle East, Palestine and |srael
as well as providing books, publications and referred articles on a
variety of subjects.

In Israel the centers on the Middle East studies are in abundance
in different Israeli universities. There is a Department of Middle East
Studies in Haifa University (http://mideast.haifa.ac.il/index.php/en),
an Islamic and Middle Eastern Department at the Hebrew University
(http://www.hum.huji.ac.il/english), Chaim Herzog Center for Middle
East and Diplomacy of Ben Gurion University
(http://in.bgu.ac.il/en/Pages/Centers) and the Israeli Ingtitute of
Strategic Studies (http://www.strategic-isragl.org/about/). These are
just a sample and there exists many other institutions dealing with the
Middle East, Palestinians and Hamas.

Books on Hamas

With the kind of interest from them there
has also been a considerable production of
books on the area and many more on Hamas
and other Islamic organizations as one may
expect in the light of the 11 September attacks,
2001 and one that renewed interest in political
violence, terrorism and extremism emerged in
the world.

The proliferation of literature on Hamas
and Muslim fundamentalist groups continues to muster today. Thereis
a new book already set to come out in 2017 titled the Politics of
Militant Group Survival in the Middle East: Resources, Relationships,
and Resistance by Ora Szekely, a political science professor from
Clark University in the United States. The book looks at the Middle
East conflict from the non-state actors of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, Hamas, Hizbollah and Ama viewpoints, precisely
focusing on their policy-making and performance while relying on
their military strength to achieve objective and “politically recover
from confrontations with far more powerful adversaries.”
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Hamas in Western and | srael Literature

This report is divided into two sections. The centers and think
tanks that exist in the world and Isragl focusing attention on the
Middle East, Palestine, Hamas and Isragl; the other section isareview
on books mainly related to Hamas in the last decade or less.

Overview of academic centers

Just how do the West, Isragl institutions and academics see
Hamas, acronym for the Islamic Resistance Movement, see the
Islamic political organization. After it won the Palestinian Legidlative
Elections of 2006 and its consequent “take over” of Gaza in 2007
because it was not alowed to form a Palestinian government, and the
Israeli siege on the Gaza Strip, that continues till today, much
scholarship has been written on Hamas.

In the last 10 years, tremendous amount of books, articles and
academic précis have been written on Hamas from academics and
writers connected with different institution in the West, Britain, the
United States especially because of the tremendous amount of
ingtitutions and think tanks like the Washington-based Center for
Strategic and International Studies (https.//www.csis.org), Council on
Foreign Relations (http://www.cfr.org), Washington Institute for Near
East Policy (http://www.washingtoninstitute.org),  Brookings
Institutions (https.//www.brookings.edu), American Enterprise
Institute (https.//www.aei.org), and many more. In the USA, the
institutes are only the top of the iceberg, producing papers, analysis,
opinion on the Middle East, |srael, Palestine, Fatah and Hamas as their
websites show.

In Britain there is the prestigious Royal International Affairs
Institute — Chatham House (https:.//www.chathamhouse.orq) and
International Institute of Strategic Studies (http://www.iiss.org), these
are based in London; European Center of International Affairs
(http://www.european-centre.org/the-centre) based in Brussels. Thisis

* Prepared by Dr. Marwan Asmar, a political researcher based in Amman. He
has long worked in journalism and has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds
University in the UK.
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current political and security instability in the region continues, along with the
recession in the globa economy, the national economy is likely to see more
difficulties.

Finadly, as the participants did not find— specifically for 2017 — any
positive changes which would improve the situation, a number of economic
policies were proposed, such as:

1
2.

Controlling spending in public institutions

Reconsidering the employment policies in the public sector, and
encouraging new graduates to go the private sector and boost their
leadership skills

Building a true partnership between the public and private sectors, so
that the latter would be effectively engaged in minimizing the current
€conomic crisis

Stabilizing the economic legidation and government procedures which
affect businessmen, so that the private sector would set stable, efficient
recruitment plans

Caring for small- and medium-scale projects and entrepreneurships, in
terms of training and financing

Attempting to provide maximum fair opportunities, promoting the spirit
of initiative and fighting corrupts.
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campaign, which were described as controversiad and supremacist towards the
world. Among these were the following: refusing Mudims' visas to the US;
constructing awall along the borders with Mexico, who should aso finance it;
re-building the national economy in a way that harms partner states in the
globa economy; and enhancing and expanding his country's nuclear
capabilities.

Firstly, the Arab countries cautiously welcomed Trump's takeover, hoping
to consolidate cooperation with Washington asits strategic aliesin the region.

At the regional level, there were different reactions. Iran, for instance,
expressed concern of his decline from the nuclear accord as he had promised,
caling him to respect international agreements. In contrast, as it found positive
stances from him, Turkey hailed his victory. As for the Hebrew state, Prime
Minister Netanyahu called him'atrue friend of Isradl.’

However, the states of Europe, Asia and Latin America were mainly
concerned. In their congratulation statements, they caled for a more balanced
policy towards the US partners in terms of keeping international peace and
security. Bearing in mind his criticisms of Europe, China and some world
organizations — like the UN and NATO - they urged him to observe
international accords and promote economic and political coordination.

The election result made the world live a state of suspense to Trump's
formal inauguration as US President on January 20, 2017. His previous remarks
left many unanswered questions about his plan and about how his foreign
policy would affect the future relations with other world countries.

| ssue Seminar

Jordan's Economy 2016/2017: Present and Future Scenarios
MESC

In its Amman headquarters, the MESC held a symposium on Jordan's
Economy 2016/2017: Present and Future Scenarios. The 2016 redlity of the
Jordanian economy was explored according to different macro-economic
indicators. Thorough analyzing the regiona and internationa dtuation,
objective scenarios were set for the status of the economy in 2017. The event
was joined by anumber of Jordanian experts.

According to the participants, the last 5 years have been so difficult,
witnessing arise in the public debt and a drop in the GDP growth rates. If the
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“historical document” thoroughly researched for this paper. The study analyzed
what British MPs said and the debate that took place between those in favour a
Palegtinian state and those againgt.

The paper adheres to a drict methodology and anaytical content to
examine the MP's stands through looking at what was said and classify them,
reaching a “group of conclusions’ that Isradl is “obsessed” with security
concerns, and it is losing its image on the popular and official level in Britain.
British politicians are angry and dismayed at the stands of Israel and hence
supported recognition. The study called for a congtructive follow up on this
positive development to push paliticians to stop using double standards by
exerting more pressure on Isradl through imposing sanctions, and convince the
same politicians of the Palestinian peopl€ sright for determination.

Strategic Analysis

| mpact of Regional and I nternational Developments
on the Middle East
Rosemary Hollis

Filelssue: US policiestowards the Middle East

Trump's Team Officials Concerned with the Middle East
Sabri Sumaira

The present informative report discusses 8 of the 45th US President
Donad Trump's team members, who have to do with the Middle East policy.
These are: Mike Pence (Vice President); Rex Tillerson (Secretary of the State);
Genera James Mattis (Secretary of Defence); Mike Pompeo (CIA Director);
General Michagl Flynn (National Security Adviser) Jason Greenblatt (Special
Envoy for International Negotiations); Jared Kushner (White House Senior
Adviser); and David Friedman (US Ambassador to Isradl).

Trump as US President Arab, Regional and
| nternational Reactions
Majdi Abu Ghoush
Donad Trump's victory in the US presidentia election led to mixed Arab,

regional and internationa reactions, ranging between welcoming, worry and
caution. Such attitudes are attributed to his own statements during the election
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Research & Studies

| mpact of Political Developmentsin Egypt on Tieswith
Turkey

| ssa Al Shalabi

The present study investigates the effect of the July 3rd 2013 events on
Egyptian-Turkish political and economic relations. The relevant history is
reviewed in the period 1996-2006. Though they witnessed ups and downs, they
saw unprecedented improvement in the times of former Egyptian President
Mohammad Mursi, but deteriorated upon the 2013 incidents. When Murs was
brought down, political and economic relations declined, as some trade deds
were cancelled and mutual diplomatic representation waned.

With regard to the future, it is concluded that there are three scenarios. The
first is the persistence of the status quo. The second is further deterioration until
severing the ties. The third, which is the most optimistic, is an improvement
achieved through intercession by a super power or each country's acceptance of
the redity and attempt to avoid future dispute.

Britain and recognition of a Palestinian State: Position of
the British House of Commons

Adeeb Zeiadeh
The decision by the British House of Commons taken on 13th October
2014, recognizing the establishment of a Pdedtinian state is an important
development. Observers saw this move is of utmost importance because of the
geopolitica dimension of Britain for it isamgor dly of Isradl and is consdered
as the founder and thereby an effective sponsor of the Zionist movement and
Isradl. Britain has done more to supporting the Jewish people than any other
friendly country in thefirst half of the last 20th century. So when Britain through
its parliament makes this decison as it was the initiator of the Balfour
Declaration, it carries much weight and implications. Britain made this decison
despite Zionist efforts to persuade them not to. Previoudy calsaccusing Isradl of
sabotaging efforts to reach a political peace settlement in the Middle East were
limited to trade unions and popular movements. Now the calls are made by
politiciansin Britain's highest decision-making body.
This study discusses the background behind this symbolic move, andyzes
its details and implications, focusing on the statements of the 43 MP's who spoke
on the decison to recognize a Padedtinian state. These statements serve as a
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as wel as using inaccurate generaizations. Change aso included in the
Chinese law to fighting terrorism, close at times to the Arab definition, with
some developments. However, the Middle East region has lost an international
aly and an old friend that supported Arab magor causes, including the
Pdlestinian issue, in addition to its policy of confrontation with US hegemony

policy.

The most important elements for mutual understanding of terrorism for
Chinese and Arabsinclude the following:

- Unify the understanding of the concept of the Paestinian issue, one not
related to any concepts or agreements related to terrorism and declare
struggle againgt military occupation as legitimate according to
international law.

- Agree that foreign armed occupation of Arab lands in generd, whether in
Paegting, Irag, Shibaal Farms, Golan Heights or Sinai are subjected to
the same law and basis, and that Isradl is directly related to the concept of
international terrorism and its aggressive practices as a country that
sponsors terrorism and harbors Jewish terrorism organizations who are
alowed to practice fredly.

- Agree that armed groups that practice terrorism in the Arab region and
world are terrorist groups that should be convicted according to the Arab
definition of terrorism and requirements. The Chinese vision and position
towards terrorism should be developed according to the generd Arab
vison and analyss and according to Chinese interests with Arab
countries.

- To achieve a practica transformation, both parties have to take the
initiative towards the Palestinian issue in the following manner: Support
the legitimate Palestinian resstance, rgect terrorism and politica
violence, fight the thoughts of organizations such as Al Qaeda and Daesh
in the Arab world, Israel and internationaly. This initiative should be
adopted, legally and politically, by China and the Arab region and aim to
change the internationa position through globa forums and bilateral
relations between them.
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Editorial

New Chineseterrorism definition for Arab, Palestinian
power balance
Editor in Chief

Changes in the Chinese position support peopl€e's rights in defending
themselves through armed struggle and which is regarded as terrorism
according to the US understandings. This happened after the American
invasion of Irag. Then China refused to endorse what became known as the
national struggle against the invasion of Irag in 2003. This understanding has
become problematic with wide-reaching dimensions and repercussons on
Arab-Palestinian interests and on Arab-Chinese relations.

The Chinese podtion towards the Palestinian issue changed from
supporting the national Palestinian liberation movement with arms and
confirming the legitimacy of its armed resistance since the 1960s, to supporting
the peace process and just rights, away from armed struggle. This has been so
since 1991 and China also refused to consider Iragi resstance against the US
invasion as legitimate after 2003, leaving its position mysterious to say the
least.

The change in the Chinese position regarding the terrorism concept in
generd and the Palestinian issue in particular has many motives, the most
important of which isthe launch of the peace process as an dternative to armed
resistance with internationa support and Palestinian and Arab participation.
This policy eased the burden of the former position of China and reserved its
stand to supporting armed resistance that stopped on the palitical level. The
growing problem of terrorism and violence, whether insde China or the
violence of Al Qaeda or Daesh, has had a great impact on the Chinese position.
Findly there is the American war on terrorism after the September 11, 2001
attacks and its reflections on the Palestinian issue.

The change in the Chinese position had direct repercussions on the Arab
and Palestinian issues in a number of fields. China stopped supporting armed
Palegtinian resistance against Isragli occupation and it ended supplying the
Palegtinian resistance with arms and security training. As of 1992, China has
had greater relations with Israel, increased its interests in following up on the
issue of terrorism from western viewpoints and at times Isragli understandings
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