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Russia was not bogged down in the Syrian quagmire as the
Americans hoped it would, but "calculated" the "potential rewards"
and limited "the options open for the US to respond forcibly",
"undermine the moderate opposition and change the overall narrative
of the conflict."

Russian intervention to strike against groups determined to be
terrorists targets changed "the lexicon" of what "constituted moderate
or extremist groups. It gave it a license to attack opposition forces of
whatever kind and those backed by the US

Above all "Russia demonstrated a level of commitment" which
the US and EU states, "could not match" and it allowed the Syrian
regime to "remain intransigent in international peace talks in Geneva
and once again talk about retaking every inch of Syria".

The final blow to what is seen as the "marginalization" of the
West was the final re-taking of eastern Aleppo by regime forces at the
end of 2016. The ineffectiveness of western countries at the UN to
reach a ceasefire deal with Russia on the besieged city was a damming
blow and secured the dominance of Moscow.

"If events in Aleppo cemented Russia's role as the main external
actor in the Syrian conflict, they also resulted in Turkey replacing the
US as the key interlocutor with Russia. Turkey realigned its priorities
in 2016 to focus on countering Kurdish attempts at self-governance,
thus moderating the ambitions to unseat Assad." Turkey became the
actor "that negotiated an evacuation deal in eastern Aleppo, and that
concluded a ceasefire agreement on 20 December [2016] after the
recapture of the city was complete."

This resulted in the hosting of direct talks between the rebels and the
regime in Astana, Kazakhstan on January 2017 were "the US, its western
allies and the UN were not given official roles [but] only as observers."

The Chatham report is clearly a comprehensive analysis on the
Syria crisis. It is not supposed to be a "damning" criticism of western
policies on the Syrian conflict, but as "pointers" and "indicators" of
the Syrian conflict and where the West went wrong and what is
needed for them to re-take the initiative.
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fighters and.....export[ed] terrorism...[to] the Tunisian resort beach of
Sousse...[and] Paris [and where] in 2015 [it] led western states to
view ISIS as their pre-eminent security threat..."

The debate in the West now focused on ISIS rather than the
political transition in Syria where it now looked as if the "international
coalition" were targeting Daesh but "not to protect civilians in
opposition-held areas from the regime's barrel-bomb attacks." This
created a "deep sense of betrayal among many within the Syrian
opposition", as the "ISIS-first approach communicated the
prioritization of a military solution," confined to military operations of
airstrikes" rather drawing up a "comprehensive strategy that would
take into account the political and social dimensions of the crisis and
address grievances between Syrians."

The Russian intervention on the side of the Damascus regime in
September 2015 took everyone by surprise, foremost the western
countries that were "caught off guard" . "...The intervention marked
the rise of Russia as the foreign actor with the most clout in the
conflict as Moscow capitalized on the West's dwindling interest and
involvement in Syria."

Western leaders came to see Russian president Vladimir Putin as
"unpredictable", "hostile", made "bold political moves" and kept
western policy-makers "guessing [of] what he wanted to achieve in
Syria." But his decision to intervene was motivated by the fact the
Syrian regime forces were under pressure and losing territory, US
policy appeared weak and Russia wanted to get out of its international
isolation over the Crimea annexation.

Russia's "intervention changed the balance of power between
regime and opposition forces...and gave [it] an indisputable advantage
over the US in influencing events on the ground..." Putin "calculated
the US would have no direct military or political response to his
country's intervention" and would secure Russia's place in the region,
in terms of ports and airbases, would stop Turkey or the US from
imposing a no-fly-zone over the area and "would guarantee the failure
of efforts to achieve western-imposed regime change..."
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security. Bassma Kodmani, one of the authors of the report and Felix
Legrand, argued this was especially the case when the group stops
providing the basic needs of his fighters. "They end up abandoning
[the group] to join better endowed units, which to date, have
invariably been made more radical.." In general the report stated
Jihadist groups were better organized and more effective, and
provided better benefits for the families of fighters in the case of their
disability or death.

The report also focused on the emergence of ISIS and what
become known as the West "ISIS first" strategy. But it argued these
extremists groups including Daesh, sprouting because the West had a
"lack of a comprehensive strategy" in dealing with them. ISIS came
on the scene in April 2013 and declared its "caliphate" in Rigqa in
June 2014. The West became alarmed and adopted "an ISIS first'
policy imperative".

But that was easier said than done as ISIS had already stretched
and controlled swathes of territory, right up to Mosul in Iraq which it
controlled since 2014. It is only now it is slowly being driven out of
the territory. ISIS was used by many external actors, such as Russia,
Iran and Turkey all of which used their presence in Syria for their own
purposes. The group was also becoming useful at times for the Syrian
regime against other extremist groups like Al Jabhat Fateh Al Sham
and more so against the FSA.

After their advance in Syria, establishing the caliphate, controlling
Mosul and "beheading of two American hostages", the West "came to
adopt a counter-terrorism narrative." The report added this effectively
meant, western powers '"inadvertently aligned their own
'counterterrorism' narrative with that of the regime". Now, the US and
western powers "paid less attention to the Syrian political process". For
they saw ISIS as a great threat to its interest in Iraq, particularly to the
"Kurdistan Government (KRG)....spurr[ing] Washington to create a
US-led international 'anti-ISIL' coalition...in August 2014."

The Chatham House report added "the focus on counterterrorism
became even stronger as ISIS increased its recruitment of foreign
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There was a limited program to "train and equip" by the CIA but
this was only for "selected" groups. The report stated the US still
believed there was still a need of "empowering [the] opposition
[groups just] sufficiently to put pressure on the Assad regime without
overthrowing it but bringing "the belligerents to the negotiating table."

On the other hand, the report further added the Americans didn't
pay attention to how the FSA behaved, how they handled their
resources and dealt with resources. Some FSA officers engaged in
"profiteering and warlordism" causing a rift with the local population.

Obama's "red line" was not carried out. The US didn't intervene
when there was a chemical attack on the Ghouta neighborhood in
Damascus. An international deal was reached with Moscow for the
Syrian regime to give up its chemical weapons.

Obama wanted to avoid military intervention because he feared
this would lead to the collapse of the state and benefit groups like Al
Qaeda as happened elsewhere in the Middle East, like in Libya after
the fall of Moammar Gaddafi. "He was unconvinced that either the
political opposition or armed opposition could provide a viable
alternative to Assad." The report stated the US administration at the
time was pursuing a nuclear deal with Iran and it eared hitting Syria
would put an end to it.

This "emboldened" the regime to further crackdown on opposition
groups. It now had the active support of Iranians and Hizbollah, paying
lip service to negotiations but unwilling to move on the Geneva peace-
talks in January 2014. Meanwhile the failure of the US to strike
frustrated the opposition and boosted the radicals "whose anti-western
narrative now seemed vindicated," and "emboldening jihadists".

Despite the US and the West inability to act, it "eclipsed support
for the FSA; they in turn adopted "a religious image to attract
funding...and some of [their] fighters defected to better equipped
Islamists rivals."

With a religious and sectarian image invoked, there developed an
element of greater "fluidity". Fighters started going from one group to
another, especially those which provided them better pay and greater
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preferring.. to engage with the political opposition and wait for the
regime to collapse."

There was the formation of the Syrian National Council in
October 2011 "but it was distanced from events on the ground formed
of exiles, intellectuals and secular dissidents...it had no genuine
political constituency... and geographically detached...and initially
called for civil disobedience."

At the end of that year onwards, there was the formation of other
groups that included Ahrar Al Sham, Jabhat Al Nusra (Al Qaeda-
affiliated) and later became Jabhat Fateh Al Sham as well as other
Islamist and what are called Salafi-Jihadist groups as well as latter
ISIS. At that time, foreign fighters started arriving in the country.

The report of the Royal Institute of International Affairs said at
that time money and funds started coming from Gulf. It was a "chaotic
influx of money" from regional powers and from private donors in the
Gulf and the Syrian diaspora.

The regime acted with more violence after the Syrian National
Security Headquarters was bombed and the Defense Minister and his
deputy were killed. The report stated it was at that time Iranian
influence "through Hizbollah began to increase, yet the "US stepped
back leaving Saudi Arabia and Qatar to take the lead in diplomatic
efforts." But it can be inferred there was a kind of muddled thinking
because the two Arab states had sought to use the Arab League
initiative of 2011 to force the West to intervene.

At the same time, US and western powers felt they had to move
because they also came to realize the local powers couldn't agree on
solving the issue. "But [as well] caution continued to underpin US
policy in Syria" as Obama rejected the CIA plan [and that of] Hilary
Clinton - who was then Undersecretary of State - of arming rebels
extensively, fearing it would fall in the hands of extremists.

Although in November 2012 there was the establishment of a
broader National Coalition for Syrian Revolution and Opposition
Forces, there was "no major changes in western policies..."
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The Chatham authors stated that in their examination of the six
"inflection points" they want to point to the significant shortcomings
of western countries in their handling of the crisis over the past six
years, adding they want to put forward lessons learned for a more
effective western policy towards the conflict.

In July 2012 the International Committee of the Red Cross
labeled Syria "to be in a state of civil war" in spite of the fact many
western leaders, the White House and regional leaders including
Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, thought the days of the Baath regime
were numbered and started supplying opposition groups with
weapons. The latter states were emboldened by the Obama statement
in August 2012 for Assad to "step down".

Sanctions by the US and the European Community "pushed the
regime closer to Russia and Iran. The Chatham report stated that the
sanctions diminished the influence of the West and "increased the
leverage of Iran and Russia over the [Baath] regime."

At first the US acted "cooly" preferring to get a negotiated
settlement through a regional plan via Saudi Arabia and Qatar which
sought pressure applied from Arab League. It was argued all
"misunderstood" the regime in Syria.

Meanwhile opposition to the regime "never" materialized
significantly before 2012; the Arab Spring protests were initially lead
by "people peacefully going to the streets"; the opposition was not a
"monolith", "taking-up-of-arms" was "uncoordinated process", not a
"cohesive political, or later, military force."

The regime cracked down violently on groups such as the Free
Syrian Army which was established from defected soldiers under Col.
Riyadh Al Assad and others in July 2011 in protest at what the regime
was doing. However, the FSA remained weak, "a patchwork of
forces" focusing on local security.

Colonel Assad didn't have the ability to "command and control"
and "the US and its allies were hesitant to fund [the FSA]...they didn't
know how to respond [to] the evolution of a peaceful movement into
an armed conflict in such a geopolitically complex environment,
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and its allies", "Jabhat Tahrir al Sham's new umbrella organization"
and the ISIS.

The report also argued "any political settlement will have to take
into account the future of armed groups. The West has to give "more
support to the Free Syrian Army" as "the [now] ineffective support to
the [FSA]" has strengthened the extremist groups and presented
themselves to local people "as more efficient" and "better-resourced"
against the regime. Because of this, Jabhat Fateh Al Sham was able to
"assimilate other groups."

The "FSA needs western funding in order to be effective against
extremist groups,” and the "West [should] not give it [FSA], a false
impression about its level of commitment to supporting this goal [of
defending territory from the advances of the regime and to fight
extremist groups].

Having laid out the parameters, the report focuses on what it calls
"six inflection points" in the conflict. The authors suggest these are
"defining factors in the trajectory of the war" that are crucial to
understanding the current political and security complexities and
hence "the policy options now available to western governments and
other actors for ending hostilities, restoring stability and to begin...to
rebuild institutions and infrastructure...to reaching and implement a
sustainable political settlement."

The six inflections points basically provide greater in-depth to
what has been talked about in the previous section but are made more
chronologically and systematically in dealing with how the conflict
developed and has become more complex and interlaced over the past
SIX years.

The authors focused on: 1) Initial transition from peaceful protests in
2011 to war; 2) Obama's administration limited response in 2013 to the
Syrian regime’s crossing the ‘red line’ on the use of chemical weapons;
3) growth of radical groups and declining effectiveness of more moderate
rebel groups; 4) emergence of ISIS, and of the West’s resultant ‘ISIS
first” strategy; 5) Russia’s military campaign from September 2015; and
6) the regime's recapture of eastern Aleppo in late 2016.
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now needed are "policies that tackle issues on "broader structures to
make governance and economic development solutions sustainable in
the future..." and "working through an approach that combines top-
down and bottom-up measures with a "buy-in of local stakeholders".

Western countries should push for local councils and civil society
institutions to be "represented in discussions about Syria's future..."
and "the western policy community must also make an effort to give a
platform to these voices, and not limit information and analysis on
Syria to those in the diaspora."”

Another issue is the "question over the future of the Syrian
Kurds" and which it can't be deferred much longer", providing an in-
depth analysis of their situation, make-up in Syrian society in the
north of the country and what that implies for "local-identity politics"
sectarian and politics, stand of the Kurdistan Democratic Union Party
(PYD), their militias and the role they are playing against ISIS. For
this they are being supported by the United States which is infuriating
Turkey because it doesn't support them as its fighting its own
Kurdistan Workers Party. The problem is far-reaching and more
complex for the PYD is also in conflict with the Kurdistan Regional
Government in Iraq and which only supports the Kurdish National
Council in Syria that is anti-PYD.

But the PYD is a strong force fighting ISIS and wants autonomy
in the north and it is tolerated by Assad because "it serves the regime's
interests," a sort of "marriage of convenience" but it is difficult to see
how long this will last. Maybe, as long as they are fighting ISIS who
are straddled in Raqqa, the self-made ISIS capital. This is because if
they do chase away the extreme group, their call for autonomy will
vanish because Assad will no longer feel obliged to grant their wishes
which is what Turkey wants.

One of the other parameters the West needs to consider is the fact
"there will be no clear end to the fighting and displacement of people
will continue" as 'it is [also] likely the Syrian conflict will have clearly
no identifiable end" and that despite a political agreement, it will not
stop the "flow of refugees". Such an accord will not involve "the PYD
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in which new elites and warlords wield power and influence alongside
and in competition - elements from the existing regime - is no recipe
for stability."

The West should move forward now and seek to "design a post-
settlement reconstruction and reconciliation strategies not "predicted
on the assumption" Russia and Iran will continue to be on the same
side but that there existing differences can "open up opportunities for
exploring potential political transition scenarios in Syria."

The West needs to understand as well is their "strategic objectives
needs to be consistent with the level of commitment to achieving
them." And as such, western countries must avoid "repeating [the]
persistent mistake of being vague about the endgame in Syria and
failing to match rhetoric with action" as seen when there were calls for
Bashar Al-Assad to step down but such utterances were "never backed
by adequate diplomatic or military pressure, and the West's credibility
suffered as a result."

This allowed Russia to present itself as the leading external player
in Syria and allowed the extremist groups to "exploit the West's lack
of coherence" as US president Barack Obama in 2014 was "more
afraid of the fall of the dictator [Assad] it publicly opposed than the
defeat of the rebels to which it provided support."”

The Chatham House writers added whilst the West provided
humanitarian support, these were not always forthcoming because of
the logistical ground situation and when these stopped the extremist
groups "would come in and fill the gap" and "exploited the situation
by "presenting themselves to local communities as alternative

providers of services, security or funding...contributing to the rise of
Jabhat Fateh Al Sham....... both in Idlib and elsewhere."

Therefore "designing on-the-ground initiatives with long-term
objectives will act as a preventative measure [and] will mitigate
against the opportunism of such groups in the future."

These initiatives should aim to support "governance structures
and economic development" and whilst support has been given by the
West, it has been "on a micro-level" to "local councils" and what is
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The report suggested up till the time of publication "...one of the
key mistakes of western policy-makers...has been to misinterpret the
crisis" as they "fram[ed] the issues too narrowly," and that "a more
flexible and multi-dimensional view is needed."

Of these is to establish parameters for a more effective western
policy on Syria to fight extremist groups such as ISIS and Jabhat
Fateh Al Sham because of the threat they continue to pose for the
"country's stability". For extremist groups to be countered, the West
needs to be "involved in addressing [the] wider issues than...military
capabilities alone," and thus there is "an urgent need for a political
component in the West's strategy to overcome these groups...",
adding without such an agreement, "tactical measures to fight
extremism [in Syria] will not be sufficient."

There must be "fresh western thinking on Syria" to understand the
cut-throat issues in the country such as the fact that the "Syrian
conflict is both fueling and being fueled by regional conflicts"
including in Iraq, Yemen, Israel and the Palestinian territories, and
Turkey which has its own Kurdish question that overlaps the
territories of Syria, Iraq and possibly Iran.

The report of the Royal Institute of International Affairs warned
the "first step for the West [is] to acknowledge that the Middle East
has become multi-polar. Countries such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt are
no longer as amenable to western influence as they were in the past
decades [as]...the unilateral ability of the US to project power in the
region has diminished".

The West has to realize that a post-settlement will reflect a
fragmented country and differences among the regime's backers....and
"civil institutions and bureaucracy" are likely to be in a "degraded"
state in the event of any post-settlement and the backers of the regime,
Russia and Iran are likely to support groups and objectives in Syria
that are likely to be very different.

It draws up a complicated picture where the state and society that
we once knew existed in the pre-2011 period is not likely to be
reproduced and a "post-settlement...will likely be an atomized version
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of extremist groups, and hence there must be a political agreement to
fight extremist groups, that "tactical measures to fighting them will
fail", and there must be an alignment of "top-down and bottom-up
measures as no national solution in Syria can be implemented without
the buy-in of local communities." It argues "a successful western
strategy must balance national-level policies with local level priorities
and concerns in order to cultivate the support of local communities."

The Chatham report started with an introduction of how the
protests of February 2011, as part of the waves of uprisings sweeping
the Arab world at the time, changed dramatically in the next six years,
developing into "multiple wars" and involving many "internal and
external actors, emergence of ISIS and other extremist groups which
subsequently meant the "West reframing the crisis in terms of
counterterrorism.

The report pointed out however, this characterization is two
limited and the "escalation of hostilities in Syria goes beyond"
terrorism "because of the conflict's complex dynamics" which the
authors said continued to "present challenges for western policy."

The paper provided a rich background to the start of the conflict
in Syria and then dwells on "lessons" for an effective fight against
terrorism in that country and of the chances of reaching a a political
settlement to end the conflict.

The writers of the report pointed out it they do not offer "a
comprehensive or prescriptive set of policy recommendations" but
focuses on "parameters to form a baseline for policy development as
the West seeks to craft a more effective strategy" of dealing with the
Syrian conflict.

These parameters are underlined by what are called "six inflection
points" which are "key developments that contributed to the current
military-political balance in Syria..." What is needed is to provide
"rationale", "context" and "background" for "improving western
policy effectiveness and detailed analysis of the conflict's complexities
and dynamics" and of the "evolving composition, alignment, tactics
and/or priorities of the principle actors".
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Review-article

A critique of Western policy towards Syria *

The on-going Syrian conflict, now in its 6th years has become the
most intractable for Arab, international and western policy-makers. It
is has developed into a complex international issues, with no end
insight but morass and further complications. Global powers, great
powers and regional states all have become inextricably-linked in the
bloody embroilment that has so far resulted in the death of between
300,000 and 500,000, 6 million internally displaced and 5 million
turned into refugees seeking the safety of surrounding countries. Syria
has long become a global conflict that has inched to more violence as
each year passed since 2011.

In its latest publications (March 2017) titled Western Policy
Towards Syria: Applying Lessons Learned by the Royal Institute of
International Affairs in Chatham House, London, the report authors'
direct their analysis at western policy-makers. They state there is "no

recipe for stability in Syria", "no straight answers", and believe "short-
term approaches" might "bring more risks than opportunities".

In its summary, the report of the Middle East and North Africa
Programme in Chatham House pointed out the West must consider
long-term solutions to stable and effective governance in Syria.
Western states must be "realistic" and the report pointed out that
"since 2011, western policy towards Syria has been undermined by a
wide gap between rhetoric and action, poor communications with
allies and a lack of vision."

The report maintained that western policy has been beset by an
"absence of strategic vision" and "no political will" and led to the rise

* Prepared by Dr. Marwan Asmar, a political researcher based in Amman. He
has long worked in journalism and has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds
University in the UK.

U Lina Khatib, Tim Eaton, Haid Haid, Ibrahim Hamdi, Bassama Kodmani,
Christopher Phillips, Neil Quilliam and Lina Sinjab.
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development as the West must seek to craft a more effective strategy in
dealing with the Syrian conflict.

The Chatham makes no bones about the complexity of the conflict that
developed into "multiple wars" warring parties, emergence of ISIS and other
extreme groups fighting amidst civilian conurbations. But they stated also
the West can no longer frame their policies in terms of counterterrorism but
has to go beyond that through a political settlement, involving external
actors such as Iran and Russia who are have directly become involved in the
conflict; as well as Turkey and other Arab countries.
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A critique of Western Policy Towards Syria

Marwan Asmar

On the 6th anniversary of the conflict in Syria, the Royal Institute of
International Affairs, Chatham House, (London) produced a publications
titled Western Policy Towards Syria: Applying Lessons Learned in March
2017. The report written by a team of writers of the Middle East and North
Africa Programme state that western policy-makers must consider long-term
solutions to a stable and effective governance in Syria.

To do this policy-makers in western countries must close the gap
between rhetoric and action and must have the vision to act. This should not
necessarily be through military means but political and diplomatic efforts
and incentives and economic development. The review article provides a
summary of the full report that is scathing at times of western policy but
provides a detailed situation of the conflict that unveiled in Syria since
February 2011.

This review as pointed out in the report shows there has been no
political will on the part of western powers which has been beset by an
absence of strategic vision and inability to adopt long-term solutions on the
community and national state levels through top-down and bottom-up
measures and establish parameters to form a baseline for policy
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the occupation state may not possess the public or private land of the other
(the Palestinians). Actually, any acts by such a state, whether legislation,
judicial verdicts and or administrative decisions are non-existent, do not
establish any right for the state or its settlers and shall be abolished.

It is also very important to resist such kind of legislative, administrative
and official course by the occupation, using all legitimate means. The
International Criminal Court shall be notified to halt and/or abolish the carry
out of this settlement project. Furthermore, the UN General Assembly shall
be urged to issue resolutions criminalizing these laws and/or procedures,
utilizing the international references of reports and resolutions with regard
to the acts and decisions of the occupation. Finally, these steps need to taken
as soon as possible.

Israeli Settlement “Regulation Law” in the Occupied
Territories: Reactions and Political Repercussions

Majdi Abdul Aziz

The Israeli Knesset's approval of the Settlement Regulation Law's final
version of February 6, 2017 sparked massive political reactions. The step
prevents Palestinians from the right of using their land, legalizing 16
settlement spots on private land and about another 4,000 residential units.
The Palestinian Authority demanded intervention by the international
community, and Arab governments spoke up to condemn it. Even Israeli
human rights groups opposed the law and requested its abolition from the
Israeli Supreme Court. At a global level, the UN, EU and several European
countries criticized it for violating the International Law and the UN
Resolution no. 2334 of December 23 2016, which criminalizes and calls for
the halt of the Israeli settlement in the West Bank.

The political repercussions are represented in the human rights
organizations' opposition as well as the government's obvious intention to
legalize settlement as a point of departure to judaize the West Bank through
similar continuous procedures.

It is concluded that the law improves the international stance, as
gradual steps are likely to criminalize settlement and pressure the Israeli
governments to stop the legislation and comply with the international
legitimacy.
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the community, the counter-revolution forces have been messing with the
national composition and burdening the security of the neighbouring
countries.

At the beginning, the Houthis took part in the protests against Ali
Abdullah Saleh's regime — which had ruled for 33 years. However, they later
betrayed the agreement against the legitimacy until they occupied the capital
Sana'a on September 21 2014. While destroying the state institutions in the
city and chasing the authorities to Aden in the south, they kept expanding
their control over further land. In addition, they founded a revolutionary
committee in February 2015 and resolved the Representative and Shura
councils. As a result, the Arab Coalition launched its first operations against
the Houthis on March 26 of the same year. The military action is led by
Saudi Arabia along with another 9 countries, including the Gulf states
except Oman.

The present report analyzes the current internal and external situation
as well as the future indicators. Real findings are sought according to a
previous study on the reality on the ground.

It is concluded that there are a number of scenarios, mainly a federal
state. That would take time for a transitional period to establish itself after
the war. Then, the government could move to approve the constitution and
present it to the people in the form of a referendum.

File Issue: Israeli Settlement “Regulation Law” 2017

Israeli Settlement “Regulation Law” in the Occupied
Territories: New Israeli Tool

Abdullah Harahsheh

On February 6 2017, the Israeli Knesset approved what is called the
Settlement Regulation Law for the Judea and Samaria (West Bank). The
present report reviews the legislation's main rulings, serious impacts on the
Palestinian land occupied in 1967 and the Israeli official determination to
carry on with the course of settlement.

It is concluded that the International Law provisions and the UN
resolutions relevant to the Israeli occupation of the West Bank in 1967
constitute peremptory norms. In legal terms, these cannot be violated and
are higher than the internal law of the occupying state. According to the UN,
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The report presents four scenarios expected in the Libyan crisis: first,
stopping the hostilities and move to adopt a political solution based on the
Sukhairat Agreement; second scenario is the militarization of the state and
resolving the fighting in Libya militarily in favor of General Hafter; third is
the splitting up of the state and it political demarcation; fourth, continuation
of the present status quo of hostilities and chaos.

The report stresses the continuation of the present situation will create
great dangers on the local and external levels that is will led to the scenario of
dividing and the militarization of the state and threaten Libya's future, security
of neighboring countries and stability of the region that is already being
undermined and in a chaotic state with much political and security turmoils.

The report's writers stress that the political solution scenario carries
enormous objective results on the local and external levels and said this is a
preferred option that needs doubling the effort on the Libyan, regional and
international levels to thwart the obstacles standing in its way and in light of
other risky alternatives.

For increasing the realization of a political solution scenario The Arab
Crises Team is making a number of recommendations to the Libyan sides
and neighbors which are: Calling on the Libyan sides to opt for conserving
the unity of the country without moving on a slipper-slope of dividing the
state on political, geographical and tribal basis and put a stop to all fighting
and hemorrhaging of the state's abilities immediately. The report also calls
on neighboring countries and other regional parties to stop supporting
particular sides in the crisis through arms and/or supplies and push for the
success of political efforts and ensuring the success of the Government of
National Accord and provide solutions through political dialogue rather than
reverting to arms. Lastly, the report calls on the different international
parties to adhere to the outcomes of the political agreement and to cease
supporting other than those agreed upon under the cover of training through
providing military experts.

Yemeni Crisis.. Status Quo and Future Indicators

Adnan Hizam

The Republic of Yemen is going through a very complicated stage of
its modern history. Since the outbreak of the 2011 February revolution,
which was not limited to any segment, political party, association or area of
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In characterizing the Libyan crisis as a political one, the report makes clear
that the crunch emanated from the fact that there developed and came to exist
in the country two governments: One established in eastern Libya and led by
Abdullah Al-Thini and supported by the forces of General Khalifa Hattar and
the other was the National Accord Government in Tripoli and led by the head
of the Presidential Council Fayez Saraj and backed by the UN-sponsored
Sukhairat Agreement and supported by different military formations.

On the economic dimension, and because of the commonalities
between the two governments on running the country, the Libyan dinar
collapsed against the dollar. After the dollar exchanged for LD1.25 in 2011,
it collapsed in the last two years. A dollar now exchanges for 7 dinars.
Libya is facing an acute cash liquidity shortage because of the scarcity of its
currency in local banks accompanied by expensive principle items and a
reversal of its strategic reserves in these commodities, in addition to
constant and lengthy power-cuts in the country.

There are also great security challenges in Tripoli, other cities and
provinces of the country. The Government of National Accord have no
control over most of the armed parties on the ground, whether they are pro-
government or not.

The report illustrates the motives of the crisis: Absence of real state
institutions in Libya that have been eroded especially under Gaddafi who
administered the state by his orders, it weakened institutions, political parties
and civil society organizations; it led to the accumulation of weapons in the
country, its spread and even smuggling; establishment of organizations and
armed groups across Libya and its provinces; interventions from regional and
by foreign powers in its affairs and those with contradictory ideas to draw the
future of the state after Gaddafi's downfall; increased the power of tribes, they
became increasingly involved in political action and armament, bypassing
political parties which should have taken that role long ago as these parties
were banned under the monarchy and Gaddafi; and the growth of "dualism"
between "liberals" and "Islamists" and personal and tribal struggles and
regionalism and factionalism.

As far as the Arab, regional and international stands are concerned
regarding the Crisis and its effects, the report pertains to the stand - also
adopted by Egypt and the West - that what is needed is for General Haftar to
be included in the political agreement.
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establish a true democracy. Thus, it should found a broader body which
would unite, as well as carefully assess, the current entities.

Reports and Articles

Libyan Crisis to Where!
The Arab Crises Team

The Libyan crises forms one of the foremost disasters witnessed in the
Arab region because of its crucial importance and wide-ranging implications
to the security and stability of the region. The Arab Crises Team has
sought to focus its present report on the Libyan situation. It starts with a
background to the crisis, its critical situation, reasons for it and summarizes
the main Arab, regional and international stands towards it. It then maps out
scenarios related to the development of the crises and how it is likely to
unfold on the local and regional levels. Finally a number of
recommendations are put forward to the concerned parties, the Libyans and
the regional and international powers.

Colonel Muammar Gaddafi became ruler of Libya after the 1969 coup
d'etat. He abolished the monarchy and established the Libyan Arab
Republic. He ruled it for the next 42 years until the 17 February Revolution
of 2011. This uprising, ended his rule but only after fierce fighting.
However, the problems of statehood began long after that. It became clear
that Libya, under monarchical rule was not able to forge a real social
contract to create the concept of citizenship for the modern state.

And it would appear this continued to be absent under the long
administration of Gaddafi who reduced his rule to one-man and did not
allow for the creation of real institutions in in the country. This is what
made the Libyan revolution latter on, to be different from its counterparts in
Egypt and Tunisia for they had state institutions despite whether the regimes
were democratic or not. They had the trappings of statehood in political
institutions like parliaments, armies and political parties. Libya on the other
hand, and since its independence, never witnessed real political
developments nor of political parties, except for a short period under the era
of the monarchy. When the 17 February Revolution erupted it was of a
general movement of people, it was not politically-motivated nor was it
organized.
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goals at the expense of all the other parties, even those that are now its allies
or friendly to it.

Research & Studies

The Policies of President Trump Towards Government
and Opposition in Egypt

Bader Al Shafei

The present paper explores the US stance on the developments in Egypt
since the 2011 January revolution until after the General Sisi's coup, briefly
along with the determinants of such policy. In other words, will Trump's
takeover in 2017 lead to the deterioration of Cairo's democratic shift? It is to
be borne in mind that there is accord between the two officials since Trump
was announced candidate as well as when he received the first
congratulation phone call from Sisi upon assuming power.

The hypothesis of the study is that the better the US-Egypt ties, the
worse Cairo's democracy, especially when Republicans come to power.

Several methodologies are adopted, such as those descriptive, historical
and the case study.

The paper consists of 4 sections: Determinants of the US Policy
towards Egypt, US Stance on Egypt's Political Developments from the
2011's Uprising to the 2013' Coup by Sisi, Trump's Administration's
Perspective of the Situation in Egypt and the Impact of Trump's Policies on
Egypt's Political Situation.

It is concluded that Washington's standpoint in this regard is basically
linked to its national and Israeli interests. On the other hand, there are 2
future scenarios for Cairo's political order. The first is a tyrannical regime
which internally resorts to force, while boosting foreign relations mainly
with the US and Israel. Such practices are likely to continue at least during
Trump's "first term" — that is until 2021. The second is a hybrid tyrannical
system offering some democracy. That would depend on a number of
factors, such as the decline of the internal situation without being dealt with
properly, the real opposition's power and the foreign powers' pressure if
their interests are threatened. So far, the first scenario — continued tyranny
for a while — is more likely. However, the opposition abroad - the Muslim
Brotherhood and Others — needs to play a significant role in bringing down
the coup based on their several statements or, at least, pressure the regime to
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This calls upon us to emphasize the dangers that exist to the Palestinian
territories especially in the light of the on-going Israel practices of control,
occupation, hegemony and subjugation and humiliation of the Palestinian
people. There must be stronger and more determined Arab and Jordanian
stands against these challenges. Israel's long-goal has been to frame the
Palestine question and of the Palestinians within a security-related mindset.
It wants to formulate a strategy for the Arab states and wrap up talk about
Palestine in a dialogue, muzzled around an "alternative homeland" and
"substitute homelands" and create the impression that a solution to the
Palestinians lie in a regional framework, at the expense of Arab countries
and not of its own.

Jordan must stand, because of its demographics and geography, as the
spearhead against such a calling and must confront any such Israeli designs
and ambitions related to the establishment of a confederation between the
two East and West Banks (Palestinian territories and Jordan) or in seeing
Jordan as an alternative homeland to the Palestinian people. Both of these
far-fetched solutions would mean that Israel and the "Zionist project" would
have triumphed in infiltrating the Arab Nation, politically, security-wise and
on the economic level where the conflict is transformed from its present
Israeli-Arab garb into an Arab-Arab one!

This makes it imperative that all Israeli plans and those who back them
must be thwarted- and the only way to do that is to view the Palestinian
issue in its Arab totality. Furthermore, the Palestinian issue should be
anchored as one of occupation, injustice and aggression on man and the land
and that the final solution -an independent Palestinian state- will only be
realized if the Israeli occupation ends, rights restored and with the return of
the refugees. The political, economic and social presence of Palestinians in
any neighboring Arab countries shouldn't mean that Palestine has become
"fair-game" for Israel to take. It does not mean Arab countries and Jordan
have become alternatives to the Palestinian political, economic and social
presence on their territories.

It is without a doubt there should be a review of relations between the
Arab states and Israel; there must be a review of the treaties, agreements and
initiatives between the two; there must also be a review in the relations of
Arab states with their regional and international allies and a reappraisal of
Palestinians and Arab political forces. Arab national security must be re-
evaluated as well as the local front, it must be made firmer with scales
widening to confront the Zionist-colonialist project seeking to imprint its
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Editorial

Settlement and Political Solutions in Israeli Thought
Editor in Chief

In the Zionist framework there is the so-called "permanent and
strategic" dictums as opposed to what is seen as the changeable and tactical.
The settlement issue is one of the pillars underpinning the expansionist
Zionist ideology. The implanting of settlements with Jewish settlers on
occupied Palestinian lands are an operational expression of Zionist thinking.
The Israeli perspective stands firm that a political solution in its struggle
with the Palestinians can only be attained at the expense of the "other" and
within a tactical framework to strengthen its grip on the land not of its own,
despite its occasional pandering to a long deceased peace process in the
interest of international diplomatic maneuvers, public opinion and Israeli
image in the world.

The stands of Likud Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the late
Labour chief Yitzhak Rabin reflect a prevailing Zionist mentality within the
Israel political establishment about the importance of creating and
maintaining threaded settlements on the occupied Palestinian territories.
They are related to two principles and collective Zionist ceiling enmeshed
with ideological theory and political practice. The first is related to the band
of Israeli settlements in the Jordan Valley that are seen as bedrock and a
security first line of defense for the Zionist state which it will no way
dismantle but on the contrary reinforcing.

The second relates to a peace settlement and a political solution which
it also wants to dictate by creating "facts-on-the-ground" and dragging and
back-peddling the issue with increasing settlements and settlement activities
in occupied Palestinian territories it supposed to have given back to the
Palestinian National Authority. Certainly, since the 1991 Madrid
Conference and the Oslo Accords of 1993, very little movement happened
in assuring Palestinians that one day they will have their independent state.
The fact is that Israel is against the establishment of a sovereign Palestinian
state. What it is supposedly willing to consider is a devoid "entity" over a
people minus the land.
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