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For more information about why Trump has withdrawn from the Iran Nuclear Deal look:
Bethan McKernan Beirut. "Why Has Trump Withdrawn the US from the Iran Nuclear Deal
and Why Does It Matter?" The Independent. May 09, 2018. Accessed September 17, 2018.
https://ind.pn/2xLKkjrV

Also look: Al Jazeera. "Donald Trump Declares US Withdrawal from Iran Nuclear Deal."
GCC News | Al Jazeera. May 08, 2018. Accessed September 17, 2018.
https://bit.ly/2xXNgiTF

Also look: PALAMAR, SIMON. "The US and the Iran Deal: No Time for Magical
Thinking." Centre for International Governance Innovation. October 16, 2017. Accessed
August 15, 2018. https://bit.ly/2lvuWUP
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3 “Statement from the President on the Reimposition of United States
Sanctions with Respect to Iran,” The White House, 6/8/2018, accessed on
29/8/2018, at: https://bit.ly/2LWD7hO
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https://bit.ly/2QUO7v6
® CNBC. "Trump Claims Sanctions Were Reinstated against Iran for ‘world
Peace’.” CNBC. August 07, 2018. Accessed September 16, 2018.
https://cnb.cx/2DJJuBk
’ Morello, Carol. "U.S. Moves to Restore Some Iran Sanctions Lifted under
Nuclear Deal." The Washington Post. August 07, 2018. Accessed September 16,
2018. https://wapo.st/2lvrVDX.
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12 For more information about U.S. Withdrawal From The Human Rights Council
look:

- Al Jazeera. "US Withdraws from UN Human Rights Council." GCC News | Al
Jazeera. June 20, 2018. Accessed September 19, 2018. https://bit.ly/2MF22D6.

- Posner, Michael. "Why U.S. Withdrawal From The Human Rights Council Is A
Dangerous Leadership Mistake." Forbes. June 20, 2018. Accessed September 18,
2018. https://bit.ly/2Nfhy7V

- Foulkes, Imogen. "Why Did the US Leave the UN Human Rights Council?" BBC
News. June 20, 2018. Accessed September 19, 2018. https://bbc.in/2xJXBAh.

- Roberts, Timmons. "One Year since Trump's Withdrawal from the Paris Climate
Agreement.” Brookings. June 01, 2018. Accessed September 18, 2018.
https://brook.gs/2Ha7Yjz.
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Trump administration 'officially putting Iran on notice’, says Michael Flynn
https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.theguardian.com/world/2 01 7/feb/01 /iran-
trump-michael-flynn- on-notice, 2 Feb 2017.

Trump slaps new  sanctions on Iran after missile  test
http://www.politico.com/story/2 01 7/02 /iran-sanctions-2 34604 ,2 Feb 2017.
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! «Jordan Rules out Economic Ties with Iran,” Middle East Monitor, 19 February
2018, https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180219-jordan-rules-out-economic-
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2 «“Jordanian Industrial Delegation Visits Iran,” Jordan Times, 23 December 2017,
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordanian-industrial-delegation-visits-iran.


https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180219-jordan-rules-out-economic-ties-with-iran/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180219-jordan-rules-out-economic-ties-with-iran/
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordanian-industrial-delegation-visits-iran

> i) Sl (A0) salt —ada gl 3 yd Cilalys Ame 1Y

OF sl pandl dedate alely L oud g2 ,6 3 15 p g 3 5O eugts sue ST
el dl sk ds JUWby cddlad 035 Ll e g 3 ol laluel ols
Ghas Llak Golde sV 58 Gu e V0 05 00,31 G oLl Gt dle JUs
Gde G oY Sl e pamdl G b gt 1508 00 BU Aed| LTy cola YL
o 03,V ot s 4ho g YoV € plo a ol el 5 plue Y1 oS 0S5 1)
Joddl ssle] due plaeWl Gasd Be e ST o oS- a) Gola,Yl Sled!
SVl sy ikl eds sl e sl gl s e 5 (WSEL

oo SY p Sl ] Al YA ple g [0ln e Rl pe
Al Bokio ope el Bl Jlan V1 5305 4y 3 00,91 @ Sl die s s
forie By AL Gls e300 s, il cp N1 I I
saoy gl ple LU @ O ] LSl T gl il 4y, 050
Sy 21 el i)l TN G diall Slgmdl Al Gesew &l 0 ST
Rl A 100 Gy el S S8 iyl YA ple Bl de Sle i
Q&J\w@@y; Ol e dme ol skl oday pladl ks 0 BLS
AR Py I H IR N RO PYAY SR PE PP

Jordl dgr S ad s Ol J Y1 suaze Gsls Boo] s Of sy
o @l AT e clael (3 Ao bl (dane Jram o e s DY
dnold| DLl 3 a5 8 Gedla Y1 OF b5 Yl B 355 & 2
G el an i X5 T V] Sl B SLBl § 1y st s i53,Y)

! “Jordan: 15 Executions ‘Shocking’ Says Human Rights Group,” The Guardian, 5
March 2017, https://bit.ly/2Caols3.
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Ibid.
® «Jordan Sees Largest Anti-Government Protests in Years,” Al Jazeera, 4 June
2018, https:/www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/jordan-sees-largest-anti-

government-protests-years-180603123052453.html.
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Washington Post, 17 May 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2018/05/17/islamists-are-losing-support-in-
jordan/?utm_term=.967b20de7678.

! “Jordan’s Muslim Brotherhood Claims Victory in Local Elections,” Middle East
Eye, 16 August 2017, http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordans-muslim-
brotherhood-claims-victory-local-elections-1126581311.
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Washington Post, 17 May 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
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jordan/?utm_term=.967b20de7678.

® Curtis R. Ryan, “Jordanian Foreign Policy and the Arab Spring,” Middle East
Policy, vol. 21, no. 1 (Spring 2014): 145.
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book a greater academic weight, perspective and perception for the reader
when reading the individual chapters.

The final book, Civil Crisis in Syria:
Mobilization and Competing Social Orders by
Adam Baczko, Gilles Dorronsoro, and Arthur

Y R iA Quesnay (IB Taurus, 2018) is one of the few
books likely to contribute to a “theory” of the

current Syrian civil war, to be dwelled on and
taught in higher academic institutions.

Mobilization and COmpetmg Social Orders

The book seeks to answer one question:
Why did the Syrian uprising in 2011 turn from
a peaceful one into a “violent” one with

ADAM BACZKO GlLLAESD‘ORRONSORO . . .
ARTHUR QUESNAY competing domestic actors and which very

quickly became linked to external states and
international actors. This made the author state that the Syrian case can be
characterized as “one of the most internationalized civil wars”.

Although many have written about the Syrian civil war since 2011 with
the literature production continuing today, what distinguishes this book is its
empirical inquiry that combines both the theoretical element - paradigms
built by the authors - and the field work research that was employed.

The Sorbonne academics walked the extra mile and developed a hands-
on approach. “We travelled to areas beyond the control of the Damascus
regime....conduct[ing] semi-structured or non-directive interviews with
individuals and groups and observed the frontline organizations, civil
institutions, social interactions and social life.” This involved talking to
members of the Kurdistan Workers Party, Jabhat Al Nusra and ordinary
people in war-torn areas such as Aleppo and, which the authors say, gave
them a great insight into the Syrian civil war.

Baczko, Dorronsoro, and Quesnay further point out they spoke to
people who took part in the 2011 uprisings and cited 162 interviews in the
book while took notes from 250 people. Because of security reasons, they
didn’t speak to members of the Syrian Baath regime nor were able to engage
the operatives of the Islamic State in Iraq and Levant which, the authors say,
was regrettable. The book is likely to be important also because of the
refugees they interviewed in Turkey, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Irag. In
the latter, the authors spoke to refugees who had managed to escape from
ISIL-held territories in northern Syria.
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But this was changing with the US foreign policy becoming much more
robust in world politics as dictated by the Cold War and superpower rivalry
by the then Soviet Union. This meant that the United States started to build
alliances with different states and blocs in the Middle East and Syria to
counteract the Soviet Union, which was itself building its own client
regimes in the international system.

The book is an “easy-to-read” treatise. It can be read in terms of its
individual chapters or viewed as a whole, because of the intermingling
between the external and internal narratives the author deals with. Thus, one
can look at it from a thematic angle or as a historical piece of analysis that
resembles classic textbooks on the Middle East.

The later chapters focus on the domestic dynamism in Syria as
underlined by its political system, issue of military coups in the country with
the American role, rise of the Baath Party, its structure, relations to society
as well as its external relations. It includes discussing firebrand Arab
nationalism, issue of tradition in Baathist philosophy and the role of Islam in
building the complex Syrian polity based on sectarianism, religious beliefs
on Sunnis, Shia Alawites lines and different minorities like Druze,
Christians and Kurds.

Here, the book also talks about modernism in the Baath Party as
dictated not by its long-time leader Hafeth Al Assad, who built a party in his
own image, but by his son Bashar, who unexpectedly took the reigns of
power after his father died. At the beginning of his reign in the early 21
century, he tried initially to introduce reforms and liberalize Syria’s political
and economic system through encouraging emerging young elites with
relaxation on freedom of speech and the press. But these soon became
unstuck because of the old guard and their way of doing things and managed
to obstruct reform.

The author indeed has a clever twist by turning a complex subject into a
cogent, coherent, logical analysis. One flaw, however, is although she puts
forward at the end a large extensive and expansive bibliography on Syria,
both from the early decades of the establishment of the state until now, the
text and the narrative are only supported by a handful of cited sources and
an Israeli reference she probably over-relied on. This is a great pity because
she could have easily used the plethora of references on the Syrian political
system and its external relations that had been built over the years and
which she is well aware of. This is something that would have given the
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The book is not for the ordinary reader as the author, who is a former
ambassador to Indonesia, Germany, Turkey and Irag, implies. A fair
knowledge of the workings of the Syrian society and politics must be attained,
underlined by the fact that the book, although short, is argued to be “pedantic”.
The diplomatic angle also comes forward through his recounting of the Geneva
process to bring the different sides together for a negotiated settlement.

The book is an important addition to the vast literature on the Syrian
conflict as witnessed by the extensive bibliography and the enormous multi-
lingual sources the author uses, including that of memoirs. This is plus the fact
that the book is praised by well-known journalists like Robert Fisk and Patrick
Seal, both specialists and directors of Middle East centres in the West.

Joshua Landis, Director of the Center for Middle East Studies,
University of Oklahoma puts it this way: "This is the best book on the
Syrian Civil War, hands down. Nikolaos van Dam has been steeped in
Syrian history and politics for decades as a diplomat and historian. He has
read everything on Syria in numerous languages. He is both wise and
balanced. Whether you want an accessible introduction to the regional
conflict or to deepen your knowledge of Syria, Destroying a Nation is a
must read by a true scholar.”

This third book, Proxy Conflict Turned
Civil Crisis: Correlating Syrian Political
Movements to United States Foreign Policy by
Katherine Barymow (Independently Published,
2017) offers what can be seen as a mixed
methodology. The initial chapters focus on the

Proxy Conflict Turned . . . .
Civil Crisis international relations of Syria from an

American point of view, starting with President
Woodrow Wilson and his brand of diplomacy,
where he argues that every nation has a right for
its own state and independence.

In the initial chapters, there is also a sense
of rivalry between powers over the Middle East and especially in Syria
where France dominated the area together with Britain. Here, the author
shows how the US foreign policy was changing, becoming more
interventionist. Good examples of this was the Truman Doctrine as applied
to Europe just after World War 11, leaving aside the “isolationist” stance that
guarded U.S. foreign policy before World War 11.
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mercantile complex and political economy, secularism and rise of the
Islamic movements and their role in the socio-political entity of Syria. The
aim of the writers and editors has been to get to the “nuts and bolts” of the
Syrian crisis and provide a series of explanation of why the Syrian uprising
didn’t lead to a democratic transition.

2% e

In focusing on seemingly separate issues like “dignity”, “technology”,
“narrative”, “identity”, “denial” and “reproduction” in a linear framework
that included the Druze community, Salafism, the Left and the Kurds, this
collective shows the complexity and intractability of, first, the Syrian
uprising as it began all these years ago and, now, amidst its current crisis

with no easy solutions.

The next book offers an analytical view
on the civil war from a diplomatic
A NATION practitioner, an academic and a historian of
TSR R the Syria subject matter. In Destroying a
IN SYRIA Nation: The Civil War in Syria by Nikolaos
gt oot Van Dam (I.B. Tauris, 2017) the author, a
Dutch diplomat who has already written two
books on Syria and was the Special Envoy of
| the Netherlands for Syria in 2015-16, provides
a diplomatic view of the Syrian conflict.

NIKOLAOS VAN DAM

DESTROYING

The author, however, doesn’t concentrate
on the external factors as expected from a
diplomat. He focuses on the internal dynamics, sectarianism of the Syrian
polity and society and how it moved forward from 2011 when the Syrian
revolution started but degenerated into an inextricable civil war with a
multitude of actors including the so-called opposition groups and the
Islamic State in Irag and Levant (ISIL).

The immense destructiveness of the Syrian civil war is highlighted
together with the obliteration of whole villages, towns, cities and
communities outlined with histories disappearing under rubble in such
places as Aleppo, Palmyra, Hama and Homes. It is also superimposed under
the destructive regional and tribal loyalties juxtaposed by Alawites who
came to control the army through historical reasons, the Sunnis who stayed
outside the powers of the state especially after the Baath party came to
power in the 1960s onwards and the Christian minority in the country.
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Book Reviews

An Evolving Syria Conflict*

The focus of this book review article is on the evolving Syrian conflict.
The books represent very few of the plethora of literature that has been
written since the Syrian civil war started in March 2011. This review is
designed to show just how much the Syrian conflict has and is occupying
the thoughts of academics, intellectuals and diplomats who have been
involved in different dimensions of the on-going bloody civil war that can
be argued as one of the most destructive in the 21st Century.

THE SYRIAN As the title suggests, The Syrian
UPRISING Uprising: Domestic  Origins and Early

Trajectory by Raymond Hinnebusch and
i Omar Imady (Routledge, 2018) seeks to
provide a series of fresh perspectives on the
on-going civil war by focusing on the
domestic dimension of the conflict. These
came to form complicated elements that
interacted with each other and ‘degenerated’
the Syrian Arab Spring of 2011 into a civil
g conflict that sees no way of ending.

The book is an editorial collective of 19 individual chapters, each
written to combine a trajectory of thoughts on a civil war that started full of
promise to remove an “old” order. The contributors are not only cross-
disciplinary academics in politics, international relations, area studies,
Islamic studies, economics, sociology and anthropology, but also
practitioners and researchers on Syria and the Middle East. The editors,
Raymond Hinnebusch and Omar Imady are also affiliated to the Centre for
Syrian Studies of St. Andrews University.

The collective is a panorama of thoughts, concepts and analysis on the
structure of power in the Syrian formation, its origins and evolution, form of
state Baath-building, dynamics of power, corruption, sectarianism, military-

* Prepared by Dr. Marwan Asmar, a political researcher based in Amman. He has
long worked in journalism and has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds University
in the U.K.
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synopsis of the many books that have been written on the Syrian conflict
since 2011.

These books are not only descriptive and perceptive but they try to
plot “indicators” of how the Syrian Spring began and how it degenerated
into a civil war, probably one of the most destructive in the 21st Century
and seek to be thematic, in the sense of where the “journey” is leading to.
The authors have tended to tackle different issues involved in the Syrian
situation whether, its historical, domestic and/or the international angle.

There is much variety in the literature, with the employment of
theories and paradigms to understand the Syrian polity. The books are
written by academics well-versed in the subject and a veteran Dutch
diplomat who was directly involved in seeking to bring out a solution to
the Syrian conflict. But the literature reviewed just shows how complex
the Syrian had become mainly from the point of view of the different
interplay of domestic and international actors.

The review-article gives a unique perception of the history of the
Baath party, how it came to dominate the Syrian political system and the
interplay between different sects, religious and minority groups such
Sunnis, Alawites, Druze, Christians and Kurds which shows a vibrant
and “weighty” society.

The authors of one of the books actually “went down the street” and
conducted structured and semi-structured interviews of different
individuals and groups with extensive hand notes written down. What
this means is that the review combined methodological, theoretical
frameworks as well as empirical ones that will add to the importance of
these books.



14 Middle Eastern Studies Journal No 85

The legislation was faced by mixed reactions from opposed Jewish
Israeli groups, most Palestinian Arab components and the Druze, who
considered it a stab in the ‘blood alliance’. In addition, some human right
organizations in Israel and abroad condemned the move for its violation of
the international legitimacy with regard to states’ constitutions and
composition. It is also said to classify the citizens of Israel into Jews of a
superior status and non-Jews of an inferior status.

In fact, the law makes Israel an officially Jewish state. This fits the
basics of the Zionist thought since it was launched over a century ago as
well as the nature of Israel as an apartheid state. Furthermore, in accordance
with its new definition, Israel does not, and will not, recognize the national,
political and cultural rights of the Palestinian people. The text confirms that
the Palestinians on historical Palestine are implied to be a barrier to the
achievement of the Zionist project and are not welcome in ‘the land of
Isracl’. The new consolidation encourages further spatial and legal
oppression, taking the form of expulsion, displacement and control on more
Palestinian territories.
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An Evolving Syria Conflict
Marwan Asmar

This review outlines four books The Syrian Uprising: Domestic
Origins and Early Trajectory, Destroying a Nation: The Civil War in
Syria, Proxy Conflict Turned Civil Crisis: Correlating Syrian Political
Movements to United States Foreign Policy, Civil Crisis in Syria:
Mobilisation and Competing Social Orders. They have been chosen as a
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Russia’s Putin: Strategy for Restoring Status in Setting
International Politics

Taoufik Abdessadek

The present study attempts to contribute to the common discussion
on Russia’s growing role in the tracks of international politics, mainly in
the last few years under the leadership of President Vladimir Putin. The
research looks into the International Relations studies in the Arab World,
in general, and the Maghreb area, in particular, in terms of developments
as a significant knowledge-based specialty for the purposes of
pedagogical methods and explanatory theoretical frameworks.

Here, focus is laid on Moscow’s strategy under Putin’s rule. The
basics of control are being built to restore Russia’s status as a
superpower, in a bid to counter the regional threats and engage in the
challenges which make it an effective rival and partner in the
international landscape.

It is concluded that it is true that Russia’s strategy to return to
international politics as a major player has made notable achievements.
However, it is considered a relative success for two main reasons. Firstly,
several collisional issues with the West have arisen to constitute a direct
threat to Moscow and its strategy. Secondly, imminent economic dangers
make an obstacle to the recovery and growth of the Russian economy,
which would affect Putin’s internal and external policies and rule.
Recently, the sanctions imposed on Moscow by the US and its allies have
become broader and more aggressive.

Israel’s Nation-state Law: Legislation & Repercussions

Johnny Mansour

On 19 July 2018, The Israeli Knesset approved the Nation-state Law
based on a number of bills proposed since 2011. In the last 7 years, several
amendments and additions had been made in the form, but not the content,
of the legislation. When MP Avi Dichter of Kadima Party presented a
proposal on behalf of the government, all the blocs under its coalition voted
for it. On the other hand, the opposition, especially the joint list of the
Palestinian Arabs, along with Meretz and the Zionist Camp rejected the law.
Two members refrained.
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many incidents. However, there are dark signs of a tremendous deficit of
$217 million as well as the recent decision by the US, the top individual
donor, to halt $300 million of this year’s fund. Other donors do not seem
to be enthusiastic to provide support or respond to the UNRWA’s
emergency calls related to the Syrian crisis repercussions and the
situation in the Palestinian occupied territories. In addition, the
organization itself has lately adopted procedures to reduce the services
offered to the refugees, mainly those of education.

Such heavy dimensions indicate that Washington’s move is part of
the US-Israeli continuing efforts to weaken the UNRWA’s resources,
gradually stop its mission and drop the right of the Palestinians to return
to their homes from where they were displaced by the 1948 Israeli
aggression. That would go in line with regional and international
arrangements of the peaceful settlement process conditions in the new
version ‘deal of the century’ to liquidate the Palestinian issue.

The unfortunate calamity has got three scenarios. Firstly, the UNRWA
may overcome the financial crisis. Secondly, the crisis may continue, but
with attempts to hold the hosting countries responsible for the cost and
burden of the refugees. Thirdly, the US-Israeli pressures may persist to end
the organization and transfer its powers to the UNHCR.

Although no. 1 is possible, it will not end the dilemma. The US-
Israeli adverse attempts can be foiled by the Palestinian leadership and
Arab, Islamic support through clinging to the organization’s mission
until the return of the Palestinian refugees, in accordance with
international resolution 194.

Regardless of the three scenarios, the implementation of the right to
return depends on the enforceability of the above resolution, which was
taken before the foundation of the UNRWA on 8 December 1949, and the
other UN resolutions which constitute the umbrella for the establishment
under the international and humanitarian laws. As the organization’s
mission ends upon the implementation of the right of return, according to
the decision of its competence, any assumed US-Israeli efforts’ success will
not, in statutory, international or humanitarian terms, lead to the abolition of
the right of return. In fact, the UNRWA is a living witness of the Nakba and
the numerous crimes of the Israeli occupation since 1948 as well as a
symbol of the issue of the Palestinian refugees.
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The calm between Israel and the factions is based on the six
following major points, which shall be gradually implemented provided
that a comprehensive quiet is maintained:

- Inclusive ceasefire

- Opening of crossings

— Expansion of the fishing area

- Medical and humanitarian aid

- Exchange of prisoners and missing ones

- Broad restoration of the Gaza infrastructure with foreign funds

Furthermore, talks are likely to be held with regard to a seaport and
an airport.

However, there are problems and risks to the current calm. Some
have to do with the internal situation, while some have to do with the
Palestinian cause against the occupation. The latter holds the dialectic of
the reconciliation-quiet order.

Regardless of such obstacles, the reality in Gaza definitely leads to the
inevitability of a quiet. If it does not take place now, it does not mean that it
is over. Although it does not represent the ambition of any party, its
alternative is war, which is rejected by all the parties. In addition, it is
necessary to build the current quiet on synchronization but not ordering, as
the latter proved a failure in dealing with the Israelis after Oslo and later
accords.

Reports and Articles

UNRWA Crisis: Background and Future

Nadia Saed Aldeen

Since its foundation in 1949, the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency is going through a critical turning point beyond the
consequences of previous hard financial dilemmas. Its scope of service
and even vital existence are threatened, coming to its symbolic
representation of the issue of the Palestinian refugees.

In public, the UNRWA’s economic crisis seems to be similar to
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Donald Trump. The country has also been forced to hedge in the ongoing
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) crisis, as it has important allies on both
sides of the rift.

This paper argues that geopolitics of the region have forced Jordan
to balance its critical interests against less pressing ones to ensure safety
and stability by examining five main geopolitical forces affecting Jordan:
the Syria conflict, the GCC crisis, occupation in Palestine, rebalancing
against Iran, and the Trump Administration. These geopolitical shocks
have, unsurprisingly, affected domestic political calculations as well,
with a tightening of political space emerging in the face of daunting
external and internal threats, as well as rising domestic political and
economic discontent.

Although heightened violence and instability in the Middle East
have undoubtedly affected all states of the region, Jordan is uniquely
placed, both geographically and in terms of its alliances, central to most
of these conflicts. It is unsurprising then, that the state has endeavored to
diffuse pressures both abroad and at home using hedging abroad and
tightening the political sector domestically. Moving forward, Jordan will
likely continue its strategy of hedging to ensure that none of the region’s
crises affect it drastically in the domestic sphere.

Gaza Strip: National Reconciliation and Calm with Israel

Ra’ed Nu’eirart

In the period 2017-2018, the Palestinian political landscape
witnessed fundamental changes which affected the balance of power and
the track of political action. As a result, some regional and international
parties shifted their attitudes towards the entire conflict or the relation
with one of the parties, which essentially affected the Palestinian internal
reconciliation as well as the relation with Israel. Thus, it seems difficult
to separate both components for two reasons. Firstly, they affect each
other. Secondly, the acceleration in the size of regional and international
developments sometimes had a direct impact in prolonging the split,
reaching an agreement or complicating the consolidation of the
reconciliation.
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Deal of the Century: Conflict Solution Prescription or New
Stage Launch

Abdulsalam mualla
The present study analyzes the US peace plan known as the ‘deal
of the century’, focusing on the background, content and possible
repercussions. Those in charge claim that it is aimed at a final solution
to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. However, from the plan setters’ and
executors’ perspective, the role and attitude of the Palestinians do not
matter. Thus, a a fundamental question arises: How can such a party
be ignored in any real settlement? Or is the proposal madatory even if
the Palestinians do not accept it? Or does the plan open the door wide
for a new stage of the conflict? If this party is not important, should it
be considered an Arab, rather than a Palestinian, solution with the
Israelis? Again, will it actually solve the conflict? The study adopts
the descriptive-analytic methodology to dismantle the extreme
sophistication which is imposed on the deal’s background,
dimensions, content, indications and impacts. In addition, the parties’
stands and statements as well as the information published by research
centers and media are utilized. All this assists in conducting a true
investigation of the above questions. Finally, upon the findings of the
analysis, it is concluded that the deal’s objective is not to create a
solution to the issue, but to employ the made-up settlement as a tool to
re-shape the region, preparing the Palestinian-Israeli conflict for a new
stage.

Strategic Analysis

The Effects of Geopolitics on Jordan’s Role in the Middle East
Region

Courtney Freer

In recent years, geopolitical trends have placed Jordan within central
areas of conflict in the Middle East. By virtue of its geographic location,
Jordan has had to absorb hundreds of thousands of refugees from Syria
and Iraq, while balancing relationships with these states as they undergo
domestic political turmoil. Jordan, a key American ally, has also needed
to work to maintain its ties and aid relationship with the United States
through a dramatic change in administration from Barack Obama to
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Research & Studies

US Withdrawal from Nuclear Agreement: Repercussions and
Scenarios

Mahjoob Zweiri

The present study analyzes the consequences of Washington’s
withdrawal from the nuclear agreement between Tehran and the Security
Council’s permanent states. It also explores the impacts related to the United
States’ re-imposing the economic sanctions on Iran, which target both the
financial status, in general, and the production of oil, in particular.

Focus is laid on consequences to Iran’s political and economic
stability and future role in the Middle East, as well as the regional and
international stands on the move and its effect on the Washington’s
image around the globe.

For Iran, the step constitutes a threat in two main aspects. Firstly, in
economic terms, it will return the country to the sanctions, which were so
detrimental to the economy and, even, the citizens. The direct impacts on
the currency also multiplied the burden on a major portion of the people,
which is likely to escalate when taking into consideration the restrictions
associated with oil. In addition, the increasing rupture between Tehran
and the rest of the world is expected to aggravate the structural dilemmas
of the economy, which have not been overcome for about 40 years.

In political terms, such sanctions would bring the republic back to
the New Conservatives thought, when US President George Bush Gr.
called it part of the Axis of Evil. Thus, Iran would be with no or few
allies and with little potential.

It is concluded that the US step will have impacts, at least in a
gradual manner, on Iran’s regional policies, as the economic and political
cost is expected to rise due to the declining revenues. On the other hand,
the Turkish-Russian cooperation seems to be advancing at the expense of
the lranian-Russian relations, which would limit Tehran’s ability to
dictate its entire agenda on Syria and lIrag. Such impacts would take
some time before they come to the fore.
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Editorial

Arab Reconciliations and Arab Renaissance
Editor

Since 2011, the word reality has seen a great deal of split, disputes,
and conflicts of different levels, making peoples refugees in their
homelands and abroad as well as destroying economies and
infrastructure. Thus, the Arab Renaissance suffered of non-focus through
its renaissance elements and tools.

In addition, the intellectuals and politicians have been in chaos of
thinking and lost the ability to overcome the obstacle of time with its
hard bloody burden towards the future. As the political elites still cannot
abandon their interests, gains and grip of power, then the intellectuals,
experts, analysts, politicians, researchers and youth need to search for
safe tracks to revive the Renaissance of the Arab nation. They should
choose the basic features of the safest path and provide its requirements
without staying restricted by the correct politicians’ interests.

In this regard, the top priority for the Arab nation’s bright future is to
leave the split and conflict to historic internal reconciliations based on
common grounds and interests. However, shifting to such a track requires
truly powerful leaderships with a completely straightforward vision for a
secure and stable future, along with a national, pan-Arab and global
perspective to rebuild the political, social and economic fields. That would
create the atmosphere for broad reconciliations; restrict foreign even those
any foreign in Arab affairs interference; restrict different shapes of terrorist
groups even the supported by others; prevent the transformation of
political, religious, sectarian, social or tribal differences to any form of
violence and destruction; found the basis for democratic states which
provide stability, prosperity and welfare; protect the nation against
aggression; maintain diginity and ability to support Palestinian against
Israel military occupation; and deter neighbours and foreigners.

As such, the Arab nation will have an opportunity for civilizational
competition, and every Arab country would see development, stability
and progress, away from the tunnel of unknown future, and away from
the foreign interference in Arab internal affairs directly or by proxy.
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