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these topics. Issues that are dealt with include the pattern of armed conflict
since 1945, grievance, state repression, identity and ethnic and religious
division, types of civil wars, third party intervention, duration of civil wars,
outcomes, mediation, negotiations, power-sharing, violence,
democratization, economic development, gender, justice and human rights.

This book can be considered as presenting original contributions
because of its final part on emerging trends in civil war research. Here,
chapters are given on post-war conflicts, resources for post-war societies
and trends in data collection about wars and conflict. The methodologies,
hypotheses and paradigms built throughout this book are invaluable. The
writers have been concerned with answering difficult questions about peace
and instability, violence and security as well as statehood and identities. The
question raised today is: Once peace is established, what are the chances of
it becoming permanent without lapsing? This depends on how peace was
attained in the first place. The book is a well-worthwhile read.
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between African-Americans and White Americans. To characterize America
in this way, we begin to feel the divisions, segregation and inequalities
within the society.

This is clearly seen with the context and the narrative as the scholars
start with the history of the American civil war right down to modern times
to how the United States developed today, whilst tackling such issues of
white supremacy, regionalism, emotional politics, civil society and group
solidarity.

For those interested in the Middle East, this book could be a well-worth
read for the comparative perspectives it provides, especially relating to the
Arab-Israeli conflict and the stalled peace process. The stress on the issue of
reconciliation in post-conflict societies in the world could well provide a
new more innovative look to the Palestinian-lIsraeli conflict. Looking at
other societies may provide an insight to one’s own.

What Do We Know about Civil Wars by
T. David Mason and Sara McLaughlin Mitchell
(Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2016) is
another reader that profiles the concept of civil
, ; war. It asks pertinent questions of how civil
4 e O N wars start, what their dynamics are, how you
WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT end them if they can be stopped indeed and

what the prospects of them recurring are. The

CIVI L final part is on researching wars.
w ARS? The book is a reader divided into four parts
®  with 15 chapters written by well-known
academics and researchers on wars and civil
conflicts whilst they adopt worldwide perspectives. They look at different
areas of the world where civil wars have occurred and continue to develop.
For instance, internal conflicts came to be magnified in Third World
Countries rather than in developed Western states with statistical numbers
and data analysis relating to numbers of conflicts, numbers of those solved

and the ratios vis-a-vis interstate wars and conflicts within states and
societies.

EOITED BY
T. DAVID MASON | SARA McLAUGHLIN MITCHELL

It is the content of the book that makes it particularly valuable to
students of social conflict, researchers and academics who teach courses on
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of civil wars and seeks to build a paradigm from ancient times till the
present and, in his own words, seeks to look at what he calls as “the big
picture”. Although he quotes extensively Western intellectuals like Thomas
Hobbs, Emmanual Kant, Clausewitz and later Hannah Arendt, he laments
the facts that a paradigm or a theory has not been built around civil wars
with little theoretical trajectories involved.

The book is written in a lucid manner for students and the professors of
history, politics, international relations and sociology of war. Although he
doesn’t say it because of his attempt to build a thematic perspective, the
book is valuable as a comparative approach to politics.

Reconciliation after Civil Wars: Global
Perspectives by Paul Quigley and James
Hawdon (Routledge Studies in Modern
History, 2019) can be seen as a refreshing book

S e to look at societies in their post-conflict status.
RECONCILIATION AFTER Whilst the book is a reader emanating from a
CIVIL WARS conference on reconciliation in the United

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES States, it emerged, as the name implies, into

Edited by

chapters offering a globalist dimension and
perspectives.

The reader is divided into three parts with

the first dealing with Rwanda, Colombia and

bR =% Cote d’Ivoire, where scholars explain how these

states dealt with the issue of post-war conflict, the processes as well as
adaptation of the different societies to the supposed now conflict-free societies.

Part Two is also divided into three chapters on the Russian civil war,
the Spanish conflict and the Italian situation during World War Il. The
individual examples provide a unique way of how the post-war conflict was
dealt with and what are the systems and methods used for reconciliation. As
this part implies, here, the authors underline the inherent problems that
became associated with reconciliation.

Parts Three and Four provide extensive chapters on the United States
focusing initially on the civil war and in the post-conflict situation with the
building process between north and south when the country was united and,
then, between the whites and blacks. We get a unique insight into the
American society and the complexity of the reconciliation process first
along the “White-White” geo-political divide and then along the color lines
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Book Reviews

Civil Wars in Perspective*

This review tackles three books on civil wars written from different
author perspectives and sub- perspectives. They tackle a very important
topic that is likely to exist with the human species for a long time to come.
While the books look for solutions, they are mainly involved in the narrative
and the analytical rather than the prescriptive elements.

With conflicts, wars and civil wars in the
Middle East rife, readers, academics and

DAVID researchers would be well advised to read David
ARMITAGE Armitage’s Civil  Wars: A History in
Ideas (2018 - Yale University Press) for a
reflection of what is happening in the region.

The book is a trajectory of ideas on civil
wars. It is written from the perspective of a
A HISTORY historian. There are no jargons but a
straightforward narrative of the civil wars in
IN IDEAS dissected chapters starting from the Roman
Empire passing to the English Revolution of the
16th Century, the American Revolution, the
wars of the 19" Century — like the Napoleonic wars and the Crimean War -
right up till modern times. These include the rise of ISIS, on the one hand,
and the continuing Pakistan-India skirmishes.

-

Especially in Chapter One, one feels to be living in modern times,
mainly when the author talks about the Rwanda Genocide, Burundi,
Mozambique and Somalia and the various local wars in Syria, Yemen,
Libya and Irag. Indeed, he stresses the fact that interstate wars have
decreased, which he terms as the “Long Peace’. However, this has been
disturbed by the fact that civil wars are today increasing inside states and
geographical entities.

Armitage, an established professor of history, goes for thematic views

* Prepared by Dr. Marwan Asmar, a political researcher based in Amman. He has
long worked in journalism and has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds
University in the U.K.
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English Section
Book Reviews

Civil Wars in Perspective

Marwan Asmar

This review tackles three books on civil wars written from different
author perspectives and sub-perspectives. They tackle a very important topic
that is likely to exist with the human domain for a long time. While the
books look for solutions, they are mainly involved in the narrative and the
analytical rather than the prescriptive elements.

The first is David Armitage’s Civil Wars: A History in Ideas which is a
trajectory of ideas on civil wars written by a historian starting from the
Roman Empire to the English Revolution of the 16th Century, the American
Revolution, the wars of the 19™ Century right up till modern times and
include

the Rwanda Genocide, Burundi, Mozambique and Somalia and the
various local wars in Syria, Yemen, Libya and Irag.

Armitage looks at “the big picture”, quoting extensively western
intellectuals like Thomas Hobbs, Emmanual Kant, Clausewitz and later
Hannah Arendt but laments the fact that a paradigm or a theory has not been
built around civil wars.

Reconciliation After Civil Wars: Global Perspectives by Paul Quigley
and James Hawdon examines societies in their post-conflict status focusing
on Rwanda, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, Russian civil war, the Spanish
conflict and the Italian situation during World War II. The individual
examples provide a unique way of how the post-war conflict was dealt with
and what are the systems and methods used for reconciliation. As this part
implies, here, the authors underline the inherent problems that became
associated with reconciliation.

The final book is What do we Know about Civil Wars by T. David
Mason and Sara McLaughlin Mitchell is another reader that profiles the
concept of the civil war. It asks pertinent questions of how civil wars start,
what are their dynamics, how do you end them and indeed if they can be
stopped and what are the prospects of them recurring. The final part is on
researching wars.
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and contemporary understandings and not to deal with them as
permanent ones. 2) Reconstruct the political system in Syria in a way that
leads to real political, security and economic reforms and provides the
opportunity for the establishment of a pluralistic democratic political
system, a free environment for the political parties, an alternation of
power, and a state for all citizens regardless of their belongings and their
sub-identities. 3) Preserve Syrian territorial integrity in future political
agreements and the withdrawal of all foreign forces from Syria. 4)
Provide sufficient guarantees with international and regional auspices to
reassure refugees about going back to their territories, including the
deployment of Arab/ international police forces for a limited period of
time in all parts of the country. The mission of these forces is to protect
the refugees, as well as the construction companies from any assault
whether by the regime forces, the opposition or the terrorist groups.
However, in consultations that the ACT team did with close parties to the
regime and the opposition, both refused such a suggestion but without
providing any alternative to ensure a secure return of the refugees until
reaching a comprehensive political solution. 5) Accomplish transitional
justice in its comprehensive concept especially in the fields of social
reconciliation, release of the prisoners, compensation of victims,
rehabilitation of handicaps etc. 6) Undertake the reconstruction process
in areas where military operations have stopped, because of the positive
psychological effects it has on Syrians, inside and outside Syria. And
invite parties that are not involved in the conflict to start reconstruction
through international mechanisms including humanitarian and economic
assistance, in addition to attracting Syrian, Arab and foreign investments
to achieve economic and social security of the Syrian people, especially
in the regions that will witness the return of the refugees.
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confrontation, or iv) shifting the temporary field situation within existing
balance of power into a permanent one through the federal division
scenario or through self- rule entities. The report sets a number of
determinants by which some of these scenarios can be weighed. The
most important of these determinants is the interests and priorities of
international and regional parties involved in the crisis (Russia, the
United States, Iran and Turkey), and the orientations and interests of the
local parties involved in the crisis (the regime and opposition) and their
influence on the crisis. Another determinant is the level of depletion of
local, regional and international parties involved in the crisis; the
situation on the ground and the balance of military power; the nature of
unsolved contestations and the ability of conflicting parties to reach
understandings regarding them. There is also the human factor, the level
of its presence and attention by the international community and direct
and indirect conflicting parties.

In light of these determinants there appears to be a clear divergence in
the position of stakeholders towards the future of the Syrian crisis as a result
of its conflicting interests or priorities. The prospect of achieving a
comprehensive political solution, dividing the country or a military solution
does not seem likely in 2019. The current political process which is based
on achieving a solution in a partial, slow and gradual manner is likely to
continue, according to separate agreements for each area individually. This
could be supported by developing understandings on the new constitution,
governance and later the elections However, this track is not in any way an
alternative for the comprehensive political solution including the
reconstruction of the political, security and economic system.

In the light of the complexity of the Syrian crisis, the report shows that the
way to reaching a solution and an exit strategy lies in the consensus of the
international and regional stakeholders in imposing a ceasefire and pushing for
the political solution in order to pave the way for national reconciliation and
creating an internal dynamism that maintains agreements between stakeholders
in a manner that takes Syrian interests in consideration.

The Arab Crises Team- ACT offers a number of suggestions within
an exit crisis strategy. These include: 1) declare a comprehensive
ceasefire in all Syrian territories which to be supported by international
and regional parties; avoid the deterioration that might led to the
escalation or breaking out of the confrontation in the country; start the
national reconciliations and be aware not to resort to the current regional
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The war in Syria claimed the lives of more than half a million people
from all parties. More than double this number were either injured or those
that disappeared, in addition to 11.5 million refugees and displaced people.
The country’s infrastructure was destroyed, leaving much economic,
political and security repercussions on Syria, Arab countries and other
countries in the region and even the world because of the waves of Syrian
refugees, especially to European countries.

The Syrian regime lost control of large areas of the country to armed
groups, as a result of the developing crisis. Syrian government lost its Arab
and regional role in the region, especially in the files related to the Arab-
Israeli conflict. Arab division on the official and popular levels increased,
with some supporting the Syrian regime and others supporting the
opposition. Economic repercussions were presented in the bleeding of
Syria’s economic resources and the accompanying decline in economic
growth in the Middle East region in general.

As to the position of other parties, the Syrian crisis received the attention
of Arabs and the majority of regional and international parties. The crisis
witnessed external intervention on all levels, caused by different motives from
each party worrying about the future implications of this on their security,
economic or political interests, or the desire to have new gains as a result of
interfering in the crisis. The level of intervention varied between these parties in
the crisis and its various stages. Iran, Russian, Hezbollah and militias loyal to
Tehran were pro-Syrian regime. On the other hand, Turkey, the United States,
Qatar and Saudi Arabia supported the opposition.

In light of a detailed analysis of the concerned parties, it soon appeared
that neither the Syrian regime nor the opposition had a major role in solving
the Syrian crisis either because of the regime’s inability to exert permanent
control in the regions abandoned by the opposition, or because of the
scattered opposition and their abandonment by former supporters — except
Turkey. This keeps the international factor and the logic of the balance of
power, the sharing of influence and interests between superpowers,
especially the United States and Russia, as well as the regional factor
represented by Turkey and Iran and their interests, the most important
factors in reaching a solution to the Syrian crisis.

The report presents four scenarios that may affect the future of the
Syrian crisis. These scenarios vary between i) the military solution, ii)
the comprehensive or partial political solution, iii) continued current
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The report focuses on the position of the involved parties and their
interests, it reveals the agreements and contradictions between these
positions, and offers broad lines for an exit strategy in a manner that
achieves some interests of the influential parties concerned and whose
accord forms the first steps towards solving this crisis.

The Syrian crisis started as peaceful protests in March 2011, calling for
essential reforms in the political, security and economic structure of the
regime, but the violence which these protests met with opened the way for the
desertion of numbers of the regular Syrian army, and formation of armed
groups, the largest of which was the Free Syrian Army, and paved the way for
foreign intervention on the international and regional levels. The emergence
of “terrorist” armed groups led to its overtaking the scene in record time. The
first of these groups was the al-Qaeda-related Jabhat al-Nusra which was
formed in January 2012, followed by the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria
(Daesh) in April 2013 which expanded its control in the country at the
expense of Jabhat al-Nusra and the Free Syrian Army. By the end of 2013
Daesh controlled a considerable percentage of the territories lost by the
regime. This led to the confusion of the Syrian scene between political
opposition calling for political, security and economic reforms, and military
opposition calling for the change of the regime, and third which was formed
by terrorist groups. This gave the issue of terrorism a greater dimension to the
extent that it constituted the fore of the Syrian crisis at the expense of the
Syrian opposition demands of reform or change of political, security and
economic situations. After the Russian intervention in September 2015, the
scene changed considerably allowing the regular Syrian army to focus on the
restoration of vital areas in central Damascus and in the southern areas of the
country. Therefore, the armed opposition and terrorist groups were limited to
the North West of Syria in Idlib, Aleppo and Hama.

On the political level, and since the beginning of the crisis, Arab and
international parties started initiatives to find political solutions, but Arab
efforts did not succeed. The UN also failed to come up with a suitable
solution for the crisis that can be accepted by the various parties. Its envoys
did not reach tangible results, save for the Geneva Declaration (1). In the
wake of the Russian military intervention, Moscow developed the “Astana”
mechanism, and held meetings in “Sochi” to support this mechanism and
succeeded in holding meetings that included all related parties, in addition
to Turkish and Iranian officials. This led to what was known as “de-
escalation” agreements in a number of Syrian regions.
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The continuation of the protests is a unique event, which is expected to
get stronger. The government’s expectations to quash the movement after
declaring the state of emergency which includes harsh and strict punishment
against the demonstrators. The protests are expected to be huge at the
anniversary of the popular uprising which ousted the regime of Jaafr Nimiri
on the 6™ of April 1985.

Observers say that avoiding chaos in Sudan comes through reaching an
agreement with the regime that is sponsored by outside parties. This will
provide president Al-Bashir and his regime a safe passage and assurances.
However, it has not been revealed whether the ruling National Congress
Party, can offer concessions demanded by the opposition, but people close
to president Bashir, hinted that he might withdraw from the political scene,
as soon as a trusted successor can take his place. These hints came in an
article written by Taieb Mustafa, Bashir’s uncle. The article stated that the
ruling party might choose professor Ibrahim Gandour, former Minister of
Interior, as a candidate in the 2020 elections.

It should be noted that president Bashir called on the parliament to
delay constitutional changes that allow him to run for president. This could
only mean that the protests are bearing fruit, or the economic crisis of
Sudan, will push president Bashir to leave office, but it is a hard choice
which a very high price that will be paid by the society and the state.

Chronicles of Sudan popular movement 2019
Matab Shabaneh

Reports and Articles

The Syrian Crisis: Towards an Exit Strategy

The Arab Crises Team- ACT

Developing into a civil war that subsequently called for intervention of
regional and international parties, the Syrian crisis has been one of the most
important and dangerous Arab crises since 2011. Given the implications of
this crisis on Syria in particular and the Arab region in general, The Arab
Crises Team- ACT set to research in this report the background of the
crisis, as well as, its political, economic and security implications. It also
discusses the positions, interests and goals of related parties, in addition to
developing futuristic scenarios and an exit strategy.
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e Cooperating to hold elections in accordance with a system which
does not allow unilateral hegemony, in order to consolidate
democracy in the political system.

File Issue: Arab popular movement 2019

The Algerian Popular Movement for 2019
Farouq Tayfour

The ability of the Algerian people for change and reform was
dwindling. However, the rallies of 22 February 2019 surprised the elite in
the country, in the Arab world and internationally.

Under the name of “Harak” (Active movement) the popular demands
were on the Constitution and especially changes in (7), (8) and (102) articles
related to the sovereignty of the people. The Harak maintained the peaceful
nature of the protests and warned violence led by terror groups.

The people’s anger was crystallised when President Bu-Taflika
declared he was going to stand for the coming presidential elections; all the
popular forces wanted him to leave. The ruling authorities tried to contain
the Harak with Bu-Taflika introducing a roadmap and gathering of support
from the ‘conservative’ republicans and trying to rally some elements of the
youths to persuade them to take part in a national dialogue. But these failed
especially because of the differences in the leadership and the army which
tended to support the popular street.

The most realistic scenario is a peaceful transition and response to popular
demands without political posturing. The dialogue would involve constitutional
changes and the formation a five-member council with a temporary conciliatory
government backed by the people and for the administration of the state and to
prepare for presidential elections in six months.

Chronicles of Algerian popular movement 2019
Haneen Odeh

Readings in the Sudan Popular Movement for 2019

Abdullah Ak-Shaykh

The popular movement started with spontaneous protests about the
scarcity of bread and fuel in December 2018, but it soon turned into a
political protest in a society where acute polarizations between right and
left, civilians and military, sectarian and modern forces.
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and legal facets and the future impacts. Although it is necessary to elaborate on
who is entitled to such an act in the first place as well as its legality, the
statutory or constitutional aspect is no more the regulator of the political action
since the beginning of the Palestinian split. In fact, the main concern which
controls the scene is the consequences of the above decision on the political
rules and efficiency of the political institutions.

To this end, the present study is divided into five major parts. The first
addresses the foundation of the Legislative Council and relevant problems.
The second examines its extraordinary status. The third discusses the contexts
and reactions to the dissolution. The fourth explores the repercussions on the
national reconciliation, constitutional and statutory practice, administration of
public policies and political culture and leading of relations and foreign
policy. The fifth presents conclusions and recommendations.

It is concluded that the repercussions of the Legislative Council
dissolution on the political landscape and system exceeds the current stage
with all its challenges. Since the 2006 election, the assembly has been a new
tool for contention between the Palestinian factions, especially Fateh and
Hamas. That negatively affects countering the challenges to the Palestinian
political system, whether in terms of the split turning to permanent division
or the implementation of the deal of the century.

Accordingly, the following recommendations are made to the
Palestinian leadership at all its levels and forms to overcome the stage:

e Ignoring the debate over the legitimacy of the dissolution and
agreeing on holding legislative elections which return significance to
the assembly

e Cooperating to rebuild the Palestinian political system towards
adopting the parliamentary system instead of the semi-presidential
system, in order to prevent any overlap between the powers of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization and Palestinian Authority. In
other words, while the role of the PLO’s head would be an honorary
one, actual power goes to the Prime Minister, who represents the
bloc capable of the forming a cabinet.

e Cooperating to rebuild the Constitutional Court, based on a cross-
national legitimacy, in a bid to control the issues and disputes related
to the political system.
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Part One sheds light on the reality of the Arab regimes in terms of the
different aspects of deterioration. Part Two addresses the Iranian and
Turkish strategies in the Arab World. Part Three discusses the dimensions
of relevant Iranian-Turkish competition. Finally, Part Four proposes some
thoughts and perspective which could encourage the Arab regimes to carry
out reform, so they would be stronger and influential in the regional and
international milieu.

It is concluded that the Arab regimes’ only choice is comprehensive
reform, which should start from serious reform of internal affairs, but not in
the form of patching. Among the most important issues which weakened the
regimes are of three types. The first is associated with economy — such as
corruption, unemployment and external debt. The second is related to
politics — such as pan-Arab disputes, lack of a unified vision to solve the
Arab crises and the regimes’ connection to foreign agendas. The third has to
do with security, such as the absence of a pan-Arab security strategy, as
each country sets its own vision.

Finally, the following recommendations are made to Arab decision-

makers:

— Creating the Supreme Council for Arab Policy, in which each Arab
country is represented by the Foreign Minister, intended to foster
pan-Arab ties and agreement on unified foreign policies towards
Arab and regional dilemmas and issues

— Implementing the Arab joint defence convention and agreeing to
form a unified army and an Arab NATO, aimed at coordinating and
unifying Arab military policies towards security crises especially
against terrorist organizations, which currently cross Arab and
international borders

— Arab governments’ openness to political parties and agreeing to
build the states on respect to the Other’s opinion and avoidance of
‘installment’ reform and political liquidation.

Consequences of the Palestinian Legislative Council
Dissolution to the Palestinian Political System
Raed Nu'airat

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas’s announcement of dissolving the
Legislative Council, based on a decision by Constitutional Court, sparked wide
controversy in political and research milieus, mainly with regard to the political
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This change in international politics led to political and security
consequences for interventions in the Arab region as well as taking the Arab
decision out of the Arab hands across the region. As well, the role of the
non-Arab countries increased at the expense of Arab states. These states
include Israel turkey Iran and Ethiopia. This is in addition to adding the
responsibility of the rich Arab states to rebuild Syria, refugee repatriation
rebuilding Yemen to financing anti-terror activities in the terrorism file
which has become the cornerstone viewed by the international community
to the regional crises.

However, there is still an opportunity for the Arab world based on
three dimensions to take the initiative and to realize the higher interest of the
Arab world and preserve its national security with the first being the
comprehensive reconciliation between the Arab states and end the struggles
in its environment and the various policies towards the different the crises;
secondly the creation of domestic interests on the basis of a popular
partnership, building a national society and political partnership in the
management and the move towards pluralistic democratic routes appropriate
to each region, culture history and nature of rule. Thirdly, regaining the
Arab stand towards the Palestinian question as it’s described as the biggest
and most central issue to the nation and stopping all forms of normalization
with the Israeli occupation and the gathering of power to face American
policies that aim to liquidate the Palestinian issue.

Research & Studies

Arab Political Regime and Regional Projects
Fawwaz Thu Enoun

For years, the Arab regimes have seen a state of deconstruction and
decline in the different political, security and economic spheres. This first
took a clear shape in the wake of the US invasion of Irag in 2003. Further
deterioration took place for three reasons: the Arab public uprisings; the
extreme weakness of the regimes, which allowed regional interventions to
cross borders and gain significant influence; and the inability to form a
unified foreign policy to reinforce pan-Arab security.

The present study attempts to explore the strategies adopted by each of
Iran and Turkey in the Arab World, facets of their rivalry and the Arab
regimes’ reaction.
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Editorial

Changes in International Politics and their Ramifications on
the Arab World
Editor

The international politics of the Middle East forms a strong and active
factor in the political changes inside the region and in its relations, struggles
and alliances. In this context, the policy of the United States, especially in
the way it dealt with ISIS in Iraq and Syria forms a pivotal point in the
military and political changes of the determination of the United States since
2014 and after the Iran nuclear deal in 2015.

This is bearing in mind the fact that under President Barack Obama the
democratic process regressed. However, the great changes made in the
current US administration under the Trump presidency since the beginning
of 2017 the terrorism file and which surpassed all others. The new
administration changed its policy towards Iran and the nuclear file and
towards the Arab Gulf states.

The administration also made the Palestinian question a cornerstone of
its dealings with the Middle East region through 3 levels: Firstly,
Reinforcing the Gulf States to support the American vision which stresses
that the threat is from Iran and not Israel; secondly, pressuring the
Palestinians and Jordan to accept what is called as Deal of the Century;
Thirdly, coordination with the Israeli extreme right as it considers Jerusalem
and the Golan as Israeli land.

As Far as the Russian Federation is concerned, its intervention in the
Syrian crisis of 2015 and its role increased by its ability to coordinate with
the USA and Israel. The Russian-Israeli relations developed to the point that
the Israeli factor became pivotal in the Russian military and security policy
in Syria and the region. In comparison as well, Russia didn’t serve as a
political pressure point on Israel; the USA on the other hand, its voting
behavior in the UN was used to preserve, on balance, to support a
Palestinian solution according to international legitimacy. This Russian
policy succeeded in changing the theater of operations and the political path
in Syria through supporting the government forces and dominate the scene
through squeezing the armed opposition. As to policies of the EU and China
they are still limited
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