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! Peter Baker, Trump Team Begins Drafting Middle East Peace Plan, New York
Times, 11/11/2017, accessed on: 27/6/2018, at: http://nyti.ms/2ADP5Uo
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The writer who lives and works in
France decided to embark on a journey of

ALGERIA discovery after she read the letters and notes
Is BEAUTIFUL fike of her grandmother about life in the country
‘ AMER‘CA which they suddenly had to leave in the
) early 1960s. However, it was to be 10 years
i =2 . e y

4 after reading the letters that she plucked up
courage and embarked on a journey which
she was advised against by her parents. She

Although the title of the book is argued
to be inappropriate because of the little bearing it has on Algeria as the US
is mentioned only once or twice, the similarity lies in the “wild-west” nature
of the Algerian terrain and the Aures Mountains where her grandparents
lived. These form an important part as she is taken there and sees the
people, talks to them and develops a profile of how things were like. At one
stage also, she says she believes she stood in the balcony of the house where
her grandparents once live in.

In the journey she is accompanied by her illustrator and a local man
called Djaffar, whom she stumbles upon by chance and who knew her
grandparents. He takes her to different places in Algeria and serves as her
translator with local peoples. They formed an important part of the picture.
For her part, the author feels an enormous amount of guilt for the colonial
misdeeds, but one of the villagers she talked to tried to soothe her by saying
that this is how things were.

The book is indeed a journey of discovery. It has got many reviews
since it came out in 2018, calling for more narrative about Algeria. Because
this is just a memoir, there is a short explainer at the end of the book that
allows the reader to understand some of the graphic text and context.
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He talks about the richness and the diversity of the people who formed
the society, proving it not only had dynamism but proved a continuum of
sustainability. This is something quite remarkable because of the different
forms of outside encroachment from long Ottomanism to lengthy French
colonialism.

The writings are lucid and intelligible. His treatise is backed by an
extensive bibliography at the end of the book. This is joined by the primary
material the author makes use of, which means he had access to different
important people that included politicians and policy-makers. Their
importance lies in the rich narrative, anecdotes and thinking that went into
the book.

Although this is not especially pointed out they serve as crucially
significant for the later chapters in the book, particularly on the road leading
to independence from France, the nationalist movement and the post-
colonial state which became riddled with contradictions and violence in the
1990s and beyond.

While the author recognizes the end of the bloody civil war and the
period of calm after the year 2000, he says no solutions were provided to
what the country went through and implied the country continued to simmer
first through economic hardships and, now, popular political demands.

With the benefit of hindsight, it can be argued the author pointed to the
period of popular unrest which broke out in late 2018 and into 2019, when
the people first demonstrated against the re-election of Abdulaziz Boutfliga
and demanded the installation of a democratic government to address the
dire needs of the people.

The final book Algeria is Beautiful Like America by Olivia Burton and
Mahi Grand (2018, Lion Forge) is interesting in two ways. It is based on
what can be called a graphic novel with illustrations that is close to a
comical and it’s a memoir of a child of a “black-foot”. This is a term used
for French people who settled in Algeria and left during the independence of
the country.
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imperial government’s attempts to reduce it. The fact it is still talked about
in Africa today shows how deep-rooted the tradition is and the difficulty of
eliminating such practices.

The book written by a history professor from Kansas University has
been widely reviewed as one that conducts an excellent analysis of the
history of Sudan made through painstaking research and provides invaluable
insight into the state and society during a colonial era. One shortcoming
maybe in the title of the book “Imperial Sudan”, where the issue of British
rule could have been spelt out more clearly.

In A History of Algeria (2017

A HISTORY OF Cambridge  University  Press), James
ALG ERlA McDougall packs 500 years of history into

one narrative starting from the Ottoman

Empire in 1516, passing through French
~ colonization  after 1832,  Algerian
independence in 1962 right up till 2016,
% when the country was marred by the post-
Al Arab Spring protests.

James McDougall

It’s a historical panorama of richly
documented events that at one level
provides a thematic interaction between the
domestic and the external, the state and the foreign power whether in the
classical colonialist stage to the modern 20™ century period of American
influence and intervention, providing a pedestal of the development of
Algeria as a country and an entity joining the international system.

However, the author, a lecturer at Oxford University specialized in
Algerian affairs, narrates history from a societal angle, moving events
forward through a public spirited analysis. He argues it is the people who
were prime actors and the fulcrum of development since the Ottomans first
stepped into Algeria. In the initial chapters, he examines the society in detail
and how it was formed.
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Lastly, the author touches upon how food aid was used in ‘the war on
terrorism”, as a global concept.

When looking for literature to review,
e e you seldom get a book with an innovative
O VANSAR@IWANIIN title as well a creative and didactive content.

AT NIGHT In Marie Grace Brown’s Khartoum at Night:
FASHION AND BODY POLITICS Fashion and Body Politics in Imperial

IN IMPERIAL SUDAN

Sudan (2017 — Stanford University Press)
you have both, a double bonus, a treat.

Although the book is a historical one
exploring a crucial period from the early
1900s till 1956 when Sudan gained
independence from Britain, it is an essential
=== reading for the student of Middle East
studies, politics, women studies, economic development, British imperial
history, urbanization and the role women played in nationalism, national
awareness and politics at a time when Sudan was ruled by a foreign power:
Britain.

The central focus of the book is the role the Sudanese women played in
the development of the country up till independence examined in five easy-
to-read chapters. To add a twist to the tale, their role is underlined through
the tobe, the garment worn by Sudanese women. Then, the tobe became a
fashionable statement, representing a strong mixture of gender identity at
home, in the workforce and in the political spatial area vis-a-vis the
governing system that was imposed from outside.

While the book examines women’s role in development, the “home
economy”, nursing, serving as midwives and in the educational field and
classroom as teachers, the power of the narrative goes far beyond that. This
is because it examines changing society based on “women bodies”,
fashions, “spectrum of fabrics”, “poetic names”, “body cuts and “tattoos”,
“henna” and cosmetics and hair styles, especially during preparing brides
for marriages. Here as well, the issue of female circumcision as a cultural,

traditional and value-laden part of society is examined, along with the
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worked for Oxfam, Medicins sans Frontieres and the World Food Program
over a span of 30 years.

Although the book deals with

lFood Aid

in Sudan particular angles of aid, the treatise is
definitive as the author examines 50 years
Poiticaandroft of food assistance in Sudan, since 1958

........

.......... when the first shipment was delivered to
"""""" the country. That means a long period is
S~ e w9 covered by the author, building much
S === perception and insight into how the food
~ =a==" aid was brought into the country, developed
- and distributed, not by the important
= o international aid agencies that came to
N Sudan, but by the state. The Sudanese
government then distributed such aid through the private sector as well as
other actors in urban and rural areas.

The author points out that aid was controlled and unevenly distributed
in particular geographical areas, which received no such help at all because
they simply didn’t have the necessary connections. Jaspers was able to
provide this analysis through first hand interviews she conducted in Sudan
with aid workers, government officials and the employees of the different
aid agencies. She openly states some like USAID refused to talk about
policy issues. In addition, there is an extensive biography at the end, which
means there are many theoretical perspectives as well as intellectual breadth
that went into the book.

In separate chapters, aid food to Sudan is initially dealt on the level of
the state, then a specific example of Darfur is provided and how assistance
was distributed there during the violence and the conflict that beset the
region which affected the overall food security of the region.

New concepts regarding food aid is spelt out; the intellectual thinking
around a specific kind of aid and how it was viewed during the Cold War
and after. This provides an interesting example on the role of super-powers
in handling assistance and how they used it for their own political ends.
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Book Reviews

Sudan and Algeria in Revolutions*

I am tempted in this review to start by talking about the Arab Spring
and the popular uprisings that occurred throughout the Arab World in late
2010, 2011 and 2012. However, this could be “methodologically”
inappropriate for, after all, the Algerian and Sudanese protests occurred
much later. However, there were similarities.

The Arab Spring protests called for regime change. This was what
happened in both Sudan and Algeria. In Sudan the demand of the protestors
leads to the end of the 30-year-rule of Omar Al Bashir. In Algeria the
protests were sparked when President Abdulaziz Boutfliga said he was
going to stand for re-election. This would have been his fifth term and he
already served as president for the last 20 years. It angered many people
because of the bad economic situation in the country that continued without
end in sight.

Sudan and Algeria represent a popular trend of protests that proceeded
in the Arab Spring. These uprisings that have now continued for months and
saw no end in sight is an ongoing fight between the modern state and
popular protests starting from its west, east, north, south and even the
middle of the Arab world in different times and periods. What follows is a
review of four books on Sudan and Algeria that touch on popular protests
with reference to populism, state, colonialism, identity, underdevelopment,
gender politics and history.

Susanne Jaspers’s Food Aid in Sudan: A History of Power, Politics and
Profit (2018 — Zed Press) is an important addition to the literature on
development in the Third World and the strategies that should be developed
by Western donors to aid countries like Sudan. The book is especially
important because the writer is a long-time practitioner in the field, who

* Prepared by Dr. Marwan Asmar, a political researcher based in Amman. He has
long worked in journalism and has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds
University in the U.K.
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The report discussed the details of this US failure in the UN, its

background and political implications, and came up with these conclusions:

1. The transformation of the US policy in regards to the Palestinian

issue, adopting a unilateral policy that led to widening the gap with
its allies in terms of their view towards a solution for this issue. This
weakened its role as mediator between the Palestinians and Israelis
in favor of other potential international players, with the EU, Russia
and China still holding on to their vision in achieving lasting peace
that is based on the solution of the two states and international
legitimacy resolutions.

. The US administration lack of awareness to the dimensions of the

Palestinian issue, and its failure to influence international public
opinion, represented in the UN, decreases the chances of success of
its new vision to settle the Palestinian issue.

. The unilateral US policies and abandoning coordination with its

western allies, in addition to lack of respect for international
legitimacy resolutions, weakens its role and influence in the
international initiative and leadership in the international
community. It also weakens its role in the UN and its contribution to
achieving international peace and security.

. Arab and Islamic efforts in the Palestinian issue and the right of the

Palestinian people, proved its ability to make a difference in the
International community, which confirms the importance of the Arab
and Islamic depth of the Palestinian issue, in addition to the fact that
the unity of the Palestinian position, especially in the issue of
condemning Hamas and other Palestinian factions, was a lever to the
Palestinian issue.
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‘Deal of the Century’ — Obstacles, Challenges and Horizon in
2019

Baker Al Badour

This report focuses on the circumstances surrounding the American
vision of the Trump Administration to the settlement of the Palestinian issue
— named the ‘Deal of the Century’. A US team was especially formed to
manage, execute and follow up on this project. This involved pressuring the
Palestinians to accepting the deal through diplomatic and financial means,
closing the PLO Office in Washington, stopping American aid to UNRWA
and shrinking financial support to the Palestinian Authority. The pressures
include forcing the Arab countries to ‘delink’ normalization with Israel with
the Palestinian issue.

The report focuses on the obstacles facing such a scenario and include:
Finding a Palestinian party that accepts the Deal of The Century, create an
Arab-regional consensus on this issue, getting the Palestinian and Arab
populations to accept, international accord, accepting Israeli conditions,
fathoming the Israeli domestic political crisis and the ultimate possibility of
military confrontation with Israel.

The obstacles and challenges facing the ‘Deal of the Century’ are much
which means the opportunities and horizons to create real achievements on
the political and economic levels are low. The economic side which the US
is focusing on is not attractive for either the Palestinians or Jordanians since
the plan is absent in mentioning the Palestinian state, Palestinian rights and
only talks about a Palestinian community.

Political Indications for US Failure in the United Nations

Changing the status of Jerusalem and the condemnation of Palestinian
factions’ rockets

Saeed Allaham

This report deals with the transformation of US policy towards the
Palestinian issue since the US president Donald Trump election in 2016, and
the international reactions to this change. In its response to the US decision
to acknowledge Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and the moving of its
embassy there, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution that rejects
changing realities on the ground in Jerusalem. The US administration also
failed to pass a resolution to condemn Hamas and other Palestinian factions.
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the stability of laws and regulations that govern this sector, corruption, bribery
and favoritism, in addition to the reliance of the state on taxes.

Discussions came to some important points, the most important of
which is, that the private sector in Jordan plays an important role in the
economy, but it could play its role better if there was balance in the policies
and strategies between the private and public sectors. Corruption and
favoritism are among the important files that should be dealt with, which
can be achieved by activating transparency and accountability.

The participants recommended the urgency of strengthening the
contribution of the private sector, which is represented in chambers of
commerce and industry in putting tax laws and legislative policies, and the
positive networking between the private and public sectors, in addition to
cleaning the interior houses of chambers of commerce and sifting a
commercial relations and putting public interest before private gain.

Transformations in Political Thought and Performance of the
Islamic Movement in Jordan

Abdullah Al Majali

By the beginning of 2019, the performance of the Islamic movement in
Jordan has reflected significant changes in its political thought, media
discourse as well as practices. These changes may rise to the level of
reviews and repositioning of the movement at the national. This report seeks
to analyze the nature of these changes and their influence on the
performance of the movement on the one hand, and its relation with the
government, the political forces and the society on the other hand.

The report points out that the Islamic Movement's launch of a political
initiative and a political document, is an important indicator of a positive
interaction within the movement and a desire to expand the areas of national
partnership. In the same context, this launch has been a result of a similar
interaction with the Jordanian and Arab environment and the developments in
the Palestinian cause and their serious ramifications on Palestine and Jordan.

This analysis expects that the transformations witnessed by the Islamic
movement has an important impact on the future of its performance,
attitudes and social interaction. These reviews and ongoing evaluations may
contribute to enhance the Jordanian political environment towards greater
openness and political partnership in the future.
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clearly reflects the reality of the Israeli community, which has become more
extremist and hostile than ever. Even the blue-white generals alliance,
expected to play the role of the opposition side in Parliament, is no more a
beautified image of that right.

The old, new reality forged by the ballots imposes on the Palestinians
the serious consideration of non-traditional strategies to manage the crisis
likely to harm the Palestinian issue in the upcoming period of Israeli right
rule. The Palestinian and Arab constants with regard to any solutions will
most probably be negatively affected, mainly an independent Palestinian
state — with Jerusalem as its capital - and the return of the refugees.

On the top of possible options proposed to counter such challenges are
pushing for a national reconciliation as well as setting straightforward
mechanisms agreed upon by all factions to thwart the Deal of the Century,
which the US Administration is attempting to impose on the region.

The Role of the Jordanian Private Sector in Alleviating the
Economic Crisis

Maher Al Ghareeb

The Jordanian economy witnessed a number of changes and political,
social, demographic and economic circumstances. These caused various
structural imbalances in its sectors and played an important role in drawing
its future plans and programs. This required the government to shoulder the
extra burden to ensure stability and security in order to achieve economic
growth, sustainable national development and face the challenges of
unemployment and poverty.

Because the private sector is important, since it’s one of the basic
pillars of economy of states and communities, the Middle East Study Center
held its political Salon on Wednesday, 6/2/2019, under the title: “The role of
Jordanian private sector in Alleviating the economic crisis”. The Salon
reviewed the Jordanian economic scene, and summarized the challenges and
phases which Jordan has been through since the International economic
crisis in 2008, clarifying the role of the private sector in facing these
challenges as a primary partner to the public sector.

In its diagnosis of the reality of the private sector in Jordan, the
participants pointed that this sector suffers from the existence of some obstacles
that hinder its performance as a basic lever for the Jordanian economy, such as



English Abstracts 7

Parties Law that was passed few years later in 1992. Since then 50 parties
came into existence with the main one being the Islamic Action Front.
However, generally, despite alliances and coalitions parties remained weak
with limited effect on the political system.

To discuss this, MESC held seminar on 17 July 2019 for the Middle
East Studies Journal no (88) on The Role of the Jordan Parties in the
Decision-making Process. Political Parties’ activists and academics
participated in the seminar focusing on four dimensions: Definition of
parties and their goals, reform of the Political Parties Law, government
policy to encourage parties in decision-making and their role in
parliamentary coalitions and alliances.

The seminar stressed that encouraging parties in the decision-making
process is of national benefit and of qualitative step, providing popular
security for the political and economic stability of the country understanding
that the responsibility lies on the government and the Lower House
especially relating to Political Parties reform and laws on public freedoms
with parties becoming a support to governments. The seminar stressed the
formation of parties lists and its participation in the executive authorities
and financing political action.

The seminar stressed the necessity of protecting parliamentary life,
encourage youth and women as well as creating the mechanisms to create
dialogue between political parties to create a democratic culture.

Reports and Articles

Israeli Knesset Election 2019: Inputs, Results and Indications

Hassan Ahmed Hassan

The 21st Israeli Knesset election, held on 9 April 2019, saw the
winning of both right wing and religious parties with 65 out of 120 seats. On
the other hand, center-left occupied 45 seats, except for the Arab parties
with 10 seats. Therefore, the Likud, led by Benjamin Netanyahu, is
supposed form the new government with its 36 seats.

The results show no key change in the political and partisan landscape.
The Israeli right is not only in control, but it has also increased in power,
especially its leader. Nor has there been any difference in the political
doctrine of the Israelis, in general, and the electorates, in particular. The poll
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Research & Studies

Israel's Attitude to Iran's Intervention in the Syrian Crisis
(2011-2019): Analytical Study
Abdussalam Mu'alla

Due to the geographical distance between the archenemies, Tehran's
intervention in the Syrian conflict constitutes a threat to Tel Aviv. In
addition, the difference in power, taking into consideration the US support
to the latter, raises a great deal of doubt on the former's ability for a
unilateral action. Thus, it is necessary to explore the reason behind Israel's
silence towards Iran's intervention since the beginning. Adopting the
analytical method, the present study presupposes that the limits of Iran's
power and its public enmity to Israel significantly constrains its interference
in the Syrian crisis. As it is really happening, there is a need to account for
it. To this end, two major questions are investigated. The first is: Tehran
ability to carry out unilateral intervention, based on an analysis of the
concerned parties' the balance of power. The second is: the possibility of
Washington's and Tel Aviv's utilization of Tehran's role in Syria in
achieving other vital targets, as the US intervention policy is witnessing
notable change.

It is concluded that the Iranian intervention is not contradictory to the
US-Israeli stand. In fact, it is serving the chances of prolonging the conflict
and exhausting all the parties of the conflict.

Issue's Seminar

Role of Jordanian Parties in the Decision-Making Process

Ahmad Al Shunnaq and Others

Political parties in Jordan started working in the country since the
establishment of the state in 1921. However, none of them formed a
government whilst some of their leaders did hold high positions. In 1956
there was parliamentary elections with the participation of political parties
and the National Socialist Party under its leader, Sulieman Al Nabulsi was
able to again the majority of seats in alliance with leftist and nationalist
parties that formed the government. But this government only lasted for 1
years. And in 1958 parties were banned as well as parliamentary life from
1974 till 1984. In 1989 parliamentary elections were held again with
political parties able to participate in these as signified by the Political
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Editorial
Palestinian Cause Is a Priority for Arabs to End Their Crises
Editor

Today Arab crises are increasing, starting with the Syrian
mayhem, the Libyan, Yemeni and now the Gulf deadlock. Other Arab
states such as Egypt, Sudan, and Algeria are suffering from
bottlenecks on the internal, regional, and international levels. These
are having many disturbing consequences on the Arabs and the
Palestinian cause.

The US administration invested in these circumstances to launch
its vision of what amounts to ‘liquidating’ the Palestinian cause
through its so-called “Deal of the Century.” However, the Palestinian
cause remains the joint issue that unites all Arabs.

There are great new dangers in the US policies for the Palestinian
cause as ‘liquidation’ is on the table. All Palestinians, leaders, factions
and people — and that goes for Jordan also — are well aware of this and
have refused to deal with this American vision. As such, the chances
of creating a new reality and imposing it on the Palestinians and
Jordan are low.

The article has shown that any relationship with Israel is a plus to
the Israeli occupation and it is considered by Palestinians as a
laydown of the and hinders their ability to resist and end the Israeli
occupation. Furthermore, the Gulf Crisis of 2017 generated disturbing
consequences crossroads to the GCC states and for the whole Arab
world with great potential dangers.

The Palestinian cause requires a new emergent Arab strategy for
more realistic and determined stances. Thus, the action needed lies in
the greater belief in a united goal of the Palestinian and Jordanian
sides. They expect the from other Arab states and people to confront
the escalating outside pressures along with the popular steadfastness
against the Israeli occupation.
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