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focuses on what are considered as latest news communication concepts and
theories appropriate to the age of satellite broadcasting. This is especially so
when it stresses social responsibility, peace journalism and topics
concerning development and underdeveloped countries.

These perspectives are offered according to extensive global
communication literature and direct interviews with journalists, editors and
managers inside Al Jazeera, which gives the book “indigenous” authenticity.
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Although the Gulf Crisis was triggered one year before it was
published, the study does not directly address the issue between Qatar, on
the one hand, and Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain and Egypt, on the other. In
the wish to maintain relations with the Gulf states, world countries, except
for Turkey and Qatar, preferred to stay away from the issue while focusing
on their interest rather than what is seen as a “domestic-regional” issue.

As the title suggests, Al Jazeera in the
. Gulf and the World: Is it Redlining Global
Communication Ethics by Hayder Badawi
Sadeg offers a fresh perspective on the media
coming from the Arab world and led by the
| Al Jazeera Satellite Channel. Although there
s It Redefining Global has been many books written on the station,
SRS E Y this treatise looks at the unique ethical angle
purported by the broadcaster, something that
may have not been offered with past

literature.

.
/. | CONTEMPORARY GULF STUDIES
TR,/ SERIES ED/IORS: STEVEN WRIGHT - ABDULLAM BAABTOD

All 10 contributions - history of Al
Jazeera, truth and ethical principles, editorial policies and practices, news
presentation, news technologies, news from the periphery, peace journalism,
human dignity and gender analysis - seek to layout the basis of a broadcaster
from a news paradigm that focuses on interests of the Arab region and the
Third World.

The authors, well-versed in communication theories from Qatar, USA
and Europe, turn the tables around on the issue of ethics previously dictated
and dominated by Western broadcasters. These have tended to offer their
own interpretation of notions of truths and values. Hence, this satellite
broadcaster has set its own communications agenda, offering a
cosmopolitan approach to ethics with eclectic thinking rather than a
Westernized “tunneled-vision” approach and whose “news-worthy” stories
maybe different than what needs to be focused on in the region.

The timely collection highlights the national, regional and international
constraints Al Jazeera has been subiject to. thouagh sometimes critical. It
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points out that these groups know the financial power of these states and are
quite willing to work within the main “statist” political domain.

This is a valuable book that needs to be read by Arab and western
policy-makers to comprehend the different spheres of Islam and how they
: - developed across the board.

External Powers and the Gulf
. Monarchies (Rethinking Asia  and
International Relations) by Jonathan Fulton

Siskinking At ol Irmasiosl R and Li-Chen Sim (Routledge 2018) is an
EXTERNAL POWERS AND extremely timely book dealing with Gulf

THE GULF MONARCHIES . . .
states and their changing global relations.

Jonathan Fulton and Li-Chen Sim

As the title implies, the book, an edited
collection of 10 chapters, is about increasing
the foreign policy options of the Gulf states
of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain,
United Arab Emirates and Oman. With
changing global circumstances, the authors show that the Gulf states no
longer just want to rely on the United States as their sole ally but want to
establish wider relations with powers like Russia, China and Brazil.

A glaring point of this was King Salman’s visit to Moscow in 2017.
The move towards pursuing more “activist foreign policies,” began after the
start of the Arab Spring in 2011, when Gulf states started to believe that the
United States was no longer an ally that could be relied upon with the Gulf
states needing wider partners in the international system. This view became
more apparent after Donald Trump became the president of the United
States.

In 10 chapters the book lay out Gulf relations with the United States,
Russia, Britain, France, Brazil, Turkey, India, China, Turkey, Japan and
South Korea on the different political and economic levels. Whilst
recognizing the Gulf as one bloc under the GCC umbrella, the chapters
stress the bilateral relations of these states, especially those between Saudi
Arabia and Japan.
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This book is also unique in two other ways. As the titles suggests, this
religious group is examined from a “rentier” perspective of existing in a
financially-abundant environment dictated by wealth and oil revenue, which
means the state is a strong one with surplus and is able to spend on its
people. The three states under study are termed as “super-rich” unlike
Bahrain and Oman which have little oil. Saudi Arabia is a large oil state but
it has a large population unlike the other smaller states.

The second point is that traditional scholarship has focused on Islamic
movements in Egypt, Jordan, Algeria and, to a lesser extent, Syria.
Furthermore, focus has been laid on Islamic sub-groups like Hamas and
Hizbollah. After September 11 many books came to be written on what is
called Islamic terrorism, like the rise of Al Qaeda and ISIS and their new
role across the Middle East.

In this book, Freer, a researcher at the Kuwait Program in the London
School of Economics and Political Science, turns the tables around. She
focuses on the dynamics of the Muslim groups within broad, intermingling
social and political spheres that often overlap in Gulf societies. She points
out that, in spite of the absence of political and democratic structures except
for Kuwait where there are a parliament and elections, in Qatar and UAE
Muslim Brothers depend on personal relations as a means of influence.
Here, the “organized” roles of the movements are less influential than
elsewhere in the region.

Islamism, rather than political Islam with tag-marks in these states, has
been nurtured and developed across the Gulf and become part of the system.
Islamists like in Saudi Arabia have been in encouraged in certain areas of
the public sphere, like in the education sector. Despite the lack of organized
structures as in the case of Qatar, United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia -
again with the exception of Kuwait, these groups and individuals came to
have strong voice that was encouraged by the state.

The author points that out the state with surplus has allowed must of the
Gulf states to integrate different sectors of society including Islamists or
those belonging to Islah. In narrative and analysis, based on direct
interviews and collection of Arabic and Enalish material and sources. Freer
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long sought to modernize its economy while maintaining an authoritarian
political structure. The collection deals at length with relations between
different states, which are increasingly acting out bilaterally while
circumventing the age-old structure of the Gulf Cooperation Council that is
gradually being left by the sidelines.

In addition, the book shows there is much political rivalry not only on
the international level, but also within Gulf states. Iran and Turkey only
figure out as two actors that built relations with Qatar, which were
strengthened after the Gulf crisis began in 2017. Relations are also
examined as far as Kuwait and Oman are concerned, which refused to take
sides in the crisis but preferred to mediate. Kuwait sought to act as go-
between with the rival parties, while Oman engaged in a mediatory role
between Saudi Arabia and Iran.

The book has depth and breadth with relations going beyond the Gulf
to as far as Libya, Egypt and Yemen, as well as for the UAE seeking to
extend its muscles to play a greater political role in the Middle East. The
book foretells the security situation of the region and the onset of a new

7 easmmnm e political order, stressing changing policies

wr !nm 23 that were never there before.
= -

Krieg is a security expert specialized
in Gulf studies from a security strategic
angle, with knowledge on Syria and the
Fertile Crescent.

Rentier Islamism: The Influence of

RENTIER the  Muslim  Brotherhood in  Gulf
ISLAMISM Monarchies by Courtney Freer (Oxford

Y University Press, 2018) is an exceptional

Musiim Brotherhood in Gulf Monarchies book that examines the Muslim

Brotherhood in the Gulf States with case

studies of Kuwait, Qatar and United Arab Emirates. They are juxtaposed
against Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Oman and serve to provide comparison.
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All this suggests that the current Gulf crisis, critical as it is, must be
understood within a wider perspective in which the problematic is more
complex and where the nation-state is subject to much domestic and
international pressure.

Divided Gulf: The Anatomy of a Crisis by Andreas Klieg (2019) should
be read by anyone who wants to understand the current conflict and the
imposed siege on Qatar by the Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain
and Egypt. The book, a collection of chapters by specialist academics, offers
a multi-dimensional approach to the conflict that started in 2017 but sees no
light of ending.

Although the editor-author provides a fair amount of historical
background, going back to the 18" century, the book collection is tackled
from a conceptual point of view with analytical vigor and perception
looking at the Gulf’s strategic location and regional environs and inter-state
political divisions.

As implied by the title, the book deals with security and defense
structures, notion of tribalism, political Islam and the weaponization of the
Gulf integrated to reflect different nuances. Also, there are chapters on the
Saudi position in the Gulf crisis, the so-called Trump factor in the Saudi
divide, the political economy of the region, the future of the GCC, the Gulf
role in the Libyan revolution, Turkish-Qatari relations, Qatari-lranian
relations and Europe’s response to the crisis. The introduction, the
conclusion and the weaponization chapter are spelt out, as expected, by
Kreig being a security expert.

This collection is invaluable to security experts, politicians as well as
students of the international relations of the Gulf because of its focus on the
domestic angles, relations between Gulf states and the international interest
in the Arab level. The United States and Europe are developed into succinct
narratives.

Themes on development, nationalism and modernization are juxtaposed
between Gulf monarchies, some of whom favor liberalism — like Qatar —
against those pursuing hard conservative angles — like the UAE, which has
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Book Reviews

Gulf Crisis in International Relations*

As the following four books will show there is much trajectory to the
current Gulf crisis between five nations of the Middle East: Four in the Gulf
plus one in the wider region. This suggests from the start there is a
theoretical problematic and any analysis of a ‘local’ crisis must be viewed
within a wider perspective.

The purpose of this review is not to look at the politics of the enduring
crisis, not the antagonists, nor rivalry or grievances between the parties, but
to show the Gulf is an extensive dynamic in the domestic angle, with other
regional powers and outside blocs necessarily attempting to boost their own
interests, develop relations and secure protection.

Apart from the first book that deals with the “anatomy” of the current
Gulf crisis, there is a moving logic in the Gulf with leaders developing their
unique set of thinking on the domestic level, vis-a-vis social and political
groups, taking into consideration regional and international realignments.

Fresh perspectives on Islamists and the
~ | Muslim Brotherhood in the Gulf are offered
4628 and how these are seen by local state systems,
= as well as how alliances are being altered with
the approach to Russia and the East instead of
the United States, the traditional ally in the
Gulf area. The final book is on development
~ of greater communication strategies with Al
| Jazeera as a case study that has sought to
change how the world looks at news and how
it is presented.

MPORARY GULF STUDIES
ORS: STEVEN WRIGHT - ABDULLAM BAABOOD

* Prepared by Dr. Marwan Asmar, a political researcher based in Amman. He has
long worked in journalism and has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds
Universitv in the U K.
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domestic angle, with other regional powers and outside blocs
necessarily looking for their own self-interests, developing relations
and protection.

Apart from the first book Divided Gulf: The Anatomy of a Crisis
by Andreas Klieg (2019) that deals with the “anatomy” of the current
Gulf crisis, there is a moving logic in the Gulf with leaders developing
their own unique set of thinking on the domestic level, vis-a-vis social
and political groups and for regional and international realignments.

In Rentier Islamism: The Influence of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Gulf Monarchies by Courtney Freer (2018), fresh perspectives on
Islamists and the Muslim Brotherhood in the Gulf are offered and how
these are seen by local state systems. However, External Powers and
the Gulf Monarchies (Rethinking Asia and International Relations by
Jonathan Fulton and Li-Chen Sim (2018) explained how alliances are
being altered with the moves to Russia and the East instead of the
United States, the traditional ally in the Gulf area. The final book Al
Jazeera in the Gulf and the World: Is it Redefining Global
Communication Ethics by Hayder Badawi Sadeg is on development of
greater communication strategies with Al Jazeera as a case study that
have sought to change how the world looks at news and its
presentation.

All this suggests that the current Gulf crisis, critical as it is, must
be understood within a wider perspective and methodology where the
problematic is more complex and were the nation-state is subject to
much domestic and international pressures.
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the military establishment with its inability to deal with the crisis or manage
it. All these are possible options. The Algerian state, politicians and
decision-makers are in a critical position and must opt out for all political
solutions that would bring all parties together.

The ACT team makes the following recommendations: 1) Call on all
parties to agree on a political solution to the Algerian crisis as best choice to
realize the interests of all; 2) Call on all parties to make sure calm remains
and that political, security and social stability persists without violence; 3)
develop a framework for national dialogue amongst all parties; 5) Make sure
that the issue of external intervention does not arise; and 5) respect the
outcomes of election process by all parties.

Bibliography

Investment In Jordan
2010-2019

- Arabic References
- English References
- New Released

Matab Shabaneh

English Section

Book Reviews
Gulf Crisis in International Relations

Marwan Al-Asmar

As the following four books will show there is much trajectory to
the current Gulf crisis between five nations of the Middle East: Four
in the Gulf plus one in the wider region. This suggests from the start
there is a theoretical problematic and any analysis of a ‘local’ crisis
must be viewed within a wider perspective.

The purpose of this review is not to look at the politics of the
enduring crisis, not the antagonists, nor rivalry or grievances between
the parties but to show the Gulf is an extensive dynamic both in the
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another term and that the prime minister be removed from power. This
popular movement was distinguished by the fact it included a wide
participation from many parties and people resembling the Arab Spring. The
movement also sought the support of the military and security
establishments and distinguished by its ability to be organized and continue
while rejecting any external intervention.

This movement succeeded —and with the support of the military— to
force president Bouteflika to resign based on the Constitutional Council of
the country according to Article 102 of the Constitution. As a result, the
Algerian Parliament met on 9 April 2019 and head of the House of
Commons Abdelkader Bensaleh was chosen as president of the country
pending the holding of elections. Despite the fact that a Dialogue and
Mediation Committee was formed and specified the election date on 12
December 2019, Algeria is still facing a situation of instability, lack of
vision and debate surrounding the government with the popular movement
calling for the resignation of the cabinet as a main condition for the holding
of the elections.

The present Algerian crisis goes back to the Tripoli Charter of 1962
and which created a complex heritage in the distribution of civilian and
military posts inside the politburo of the Algerian Liberation Front. As the
new independent Algeria became officially a member of the United Nations
in October 1962 this complex distribution became apparent serving as a
threat in the long-run on the new state because of the nature of government
rule that was taking place. The constitution and the socialist way in
managing the state economy in addition to the centralization of the state and
the shrinking powers of parliament all led to the concentration of the
decision-making process in the hands of the president.

The international community kept silent on the ongoing Algerian crisis
and did not take any initiative towards solving it. In addition, there was the
absence of vision and futuristic expectations of where is the crisis leading
to. On the regional level, the Algerian crisis took a more security form
especially since the growth of the problems surrounding the country related
to border incursions by militant groups from Libya and Mali.

Four scenarios can be drawn from this for the future and these include:
Political solution agreed by all and ease of transition of authority, the
freezing of the crisis and continuation of the present status quo, the
deepening of the crisis and escalation with chaos and confrontation, split in
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Conference 2019 saw the most complicated general atmosphere, attributed
to national crises. It was titled Navigating Stormy Waters — Time for a New
Course.

The present report analyzes the 19th edition of the event in two tracks.
While the first focuses on the gist of speeches and political approaches, the
second explores the conclusions. As the outcomes are often issued two
months after the event, the present report studies the overall political stands
expressed by the decision-makers through their speeches and to what extent
these attitudes formulate the general Israeli politics. There is also analysis of
the political context, the challenges encountering Israel and how the
participants dealt with them, both in viewing them and fitting them within
the broad picture.

Accordingly, the report has found the following:

1. The speakers’ thoughts and opinions were mainly affected by the
internal landscape, handling political issues in the election context.

2. The speeches did not change with regard to the Israeli stance on any
issue.

3. There was concentration on military-security figures, to the extent
that the Mossad Director almost took the role of the Foreign
Ministry.

4. One of the totally absent cases was the two-state solution, which
nobody discussed with reference to the relation with the Palestinian
Authority.

Algerian Crisis: Finding a Solution

The Arab Crises Team

Having considerable consequences on Algeria and the region, the
Algerian crisis since February 2019 has become one of the prominent Arab
crises. The Arab Crises Team-ACT hence is allocating this report to
research what has happened in the country. The Team looks into the
background of the crisis, put forward a descriptive analysis, reasons,
regional and international stands and futuristic scenarios. The report then
provides recommendations.

The movement in Algeria was characterized by a popular movement
initially demanding that President Abdelaziz Bouteflika does not stand for
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Reactions to Manama Workshop

Haneen Odeh

In 25-26 June 2019, the Manama Workshop presented the economic
part of the US plan to settle the Palestinian issue called Deal of the
Century. It was attended by few Arab parties and missed by the two
concerned poles. The Palestinian Authority declined and Israel was not
officially invited.

The present report provides the main international, regional and Arab
reactions to the meeting.

Most importantly, all the Palestinian powers expressed their opposition.
AP President Mahmoud Abbas and Head of the Hamas Political Bureau
Isma’il Haniyya made separate statements, and the factions held a national
conference.

As for the Arab countries, some sent ministers, some participated with
low-ranking officials, some rejected to take part and some did not announce
any stance.

At the regional and international levels, some made official refusal
announcements, like China, Russia, Iran and Turkey. Besides, the UN and
EU participated, with the latter only sending a representative at the technical
level, according to a spokesperson.

Document:
Summary of the US Economic Plan for the Middle East
Settlement

Reports and Articles

Analysis of Herzliya Conference 2019 (1)
Navigating Stormy Waters — Time for a New Course

Ra’ed Nu’eirat

Due to the challenges faced by lIsrael, all Herzliya conferences have
been significant since the first one in 2000, which came to address a new
dilemma: Al-Agsa Intifada. Although the conferences were held one after
the other under very hard internal and external political conditions, Herzliya
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It is concluded that the Moscow’s role in the Middle East is increasing
in power and influence, mixing hard and soft power, i.e., between military
strikes and diplomatic tools. Such parallel tracks aim at achieving the
country’s targets and interests while avoiding confrontation with other
international and regional players in the region. As it adopts a strategy of
cooperation, rather than clash, Moscow is not attempting to compete with
Washington or any party. It believes that any direct or indirect confrontation
will be costly for both parties and will negatively affect its ability to
accomplish the objectives. Finally, as it seeks to attain interests with the
least possible time and cost, Russia finds it necessary to coordinate with the
international and regional players who have aspirations in the region.

Issue's File: Manama Workshop 2019
Manama Economic Workshop 2019: Then What
Majdi Abdul-Aziz

Since taking over in January 2017, US President Donald Trump and the
administration team, led by his advisor and son-in-law Jared Kushner, have
been working on a comprehensive peace plan to end the Arab-Israeli conflict.
What is now called the Deal of the Century consists of two components. The
first is political, loaded with blatant alignment with Israel. The second, which is
economic, was announced in Manama to about 39 countries from around the
globe, but notably missing international players like Russia and China.

During the conference, Kushner presented a development plan for the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. In general terms, the ten-year project states that
achieving economic welfare for the Palestinians and neighboring Arab
countries would lead to significant progress towards stability in the
Palestinian and Arab societies. As a result, a settlement is very likely to
succeed in the long run.

There is a great deal of argument over the future, outcomes, participants
and applicability of the proposal. For instance, the Palestinians and Arab
peoples are against the plan, and some Arab countries are not enthusiastic,
like Jordan and Egypt. However, the US Administration is not expected to
abandon the idea but to keep delaying the announcement of the political part,
while boosting the chances for the success of the economic component. In
fact, it may modify the political part to raise the opportunities for achievement
on the ground, taking into consideration the Israeli election results.
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to an end. In Iraq, the bilateral cooperation along with Baghdad halted Iraqi
Kurds’ independence plan and made the referendum useless.

Thus, as was seen before, such relations are expected to see direct and
indirect, present and future impacts on regional issues, whether in the form
of cooperation (as with Kurds), rivalry (as with Iraq) or disagreement (as
with Syria). On the other hand, they do not seem to be stable in the long-run
due to various external factors, especially the US pressures and sanctions
against Tehran as well as likely escalations in the region, in general, and the
Gulf, in particular.

Russia’s Rising Political Role in the Middle East

Noorhan Al-Sheikh

In the last decade, the Russian role has risen notably in the Middle East,
in general, after reaching unprecedented intervention levels in Syria and
resetting the balance of power there. It is true that Moscow has adopted an
active diplomacy in the region since President Vladimir Putin took over
early 2000 and made breakthroughs in economic and technological
cooperation with some countries in the region. However, many have not
noticed any rise in Russia’s new impact in the region until the Syrian crisis
showed how significant it was. The events constituted a turning point that
restored Moscow’s status as superpower and major international player. In
other words, due to the Middle East’s geographical closeness and strategic
and geopolitical significance, it is back on the top of Russian priorities.

The present study investigates the Russian role in important matters
that have to do with the Arab World. It looks into the dimensions, limits and
factors boosting this part in different Arab issues.

It is found that the Moscow’s rising political role in the region is
attributed to several factors, some of which have to with Moscow’s vision
and interests and others with the lack of trust in the US role found in a
number of Middle Eastern countries.

Russia’s notable influence is not in the same progress for all the issues,
but the relevant dimensions could be listed as follows:
1. Domination over the Syrian issue
2. Return to the Palestinian cause
3. Significant role in Libya
4. Unprecedented advancement in relations with Saudi Arabia
5. Breakthrough in strategic cooperation with Egypt.
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their land and the returning of refugees, 3) to pressure the US to limit
Israel's arrogance, instead of entering the race with it in violation of
international law and deepening injustice and aggression against the
Palestinian people and their rights.

Research & Studies
Impact of Turkish-lIranian Relations on the Middle East
Sa’eed Al-Haj

In the third millennium, Turkey’s AKP governments moved relations
with Iran to new dimensions of strategic depth, zero problems and soft
power. As a result, the level of cooperation rose noticeably, especially in the
field of economy.

The Arab uprisings shook the entire region, raising Tehran’s and
Ankara’s intervention in these countries’ affairs. More importantly, the
Syrian revolution constituted a hard test for the bilateral relations, mounting
to trading accusations, threats, war by proxy and indirect messages through
local players.

Furthermore, the contradictory and rival attitudes with reference to
Syria affected other regional issues, pushing Ankara to align against Iran in
different areas, like Irag, Yemen and the Arabian Gulf.

However, the two parties soon shifted from confrontation to calm,
dialogue and understandings, resulting from the Turkey’s 2015 foreign
policy reviews. That coincided with significant regional developments, like
the Russian military intervention in Syria in autumn 2015, which changed
the whole track of the dilemma, the Turkey’s failed coup in summer 2016,
cool Turkish-Saudi ties sometime after King Salman’s takeover in 2015 and
the Iragi Kurds referendum in September 2017.

Thus, since late 2016, cooperation or— at least— understanding has ruled
the bilateral relations, taking clear shape in Astana talks in 2017. A tripartite
framework guaranteed a ceasefire in most of the Syrian territories, leading
to better direct economic, commercial and political ties.

Such an important shift in the relations between the two regional
powers had a direct effect on a number of issues. In Syria, for instance, the
military confrontations between the regime and opposition turned to
negotiations in Astana (now called Nursultan), though they have not come
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Editorial
Israel's Annexation of the Jordan Valley

Political and Ideological Backgrounds
Editor

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's threat to annex the Jordan
Valley and the northern Dead Sea to Israel -if he wins the September 17
Knesset elections- represents a big shock to international community in
favor of peace in the Middle East. However, the annexation of the
Palestinian and Arab territories in general and the Jordan valley in
particular, has its political and ideological backgrounds in Israel that we
address in this analysis.

The analysis confirms that the demand for the annexation of the Jordan
valley to Israel has been an element of the ideology adopted by the Jewish
political parties in Israel in dealing with the issue of Palestinian land,
demography and security for decades.

The analysis also points out that the results of the Israeli elections in
September 2019 confirm that the various options and scenarios put forward
to form the new lIsraeli government will strengthen the national/ religious
right-wing as well as extremist trends in Israel. Therefore, the occupation
state will continue to confiscate land and support the idea of Jewish
settlement in the West Bank and Jerusalem.

The objective analysis confirms that the annexation of the Palestinian
territories in the Jordan Valley and other areas, and the expansion of Jewish
settlements in the West Bank and Jerusalem, will not end the current
conflict, and on the contrary it will ignite it, and negatively influence any
tendencies toward any political settlement between the parties in the future.

The perception of these facts by regional and international parties
explains why the peace process has been stalled since years. Therefore, the
Palestinians' choices are limited to resisting the occupation, popularly,
politically and by other means wherever possible, which is justified in
accordance with international law, experience of political process with
Israel and Israeli declared aggressive policies. This imposes on the
international community and the Arab and Islamic countries 1) to take new
policies to confront extremism and intransigence in Israel, 2) to be just with
the Palestinian people by lifting their grievances, ending the occupation of
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