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related to the extremist Islamic elements — like ISIS, Al Qaedah and others
that remain in Adlib, and which Russia recently stated it would deal with
once and for all.

On the issue of the establishment of the border safe zone areas, it can
be said that Turkey achieved its goal by removing what it perceives as the
Kurdish military threat on the one hand and cutting the link between the
Kurdish Syrians with the Kurdish Turks and therefore splitting an
impending troublesome alliance. In terms of scenarios, Turkey could now
be thinking of sending back the more than two million Syrian refugees; it is
hosting, which would once again upset the balance for the Damascus
government.

Its early day, however, What is important about the Turkish
intervention case study is the fact parties in the Syrian imbroglio believe in a
"piece-meal” approach as an interesting strategy rather than establishing
total peace in that part of the world in what they regard as a fluid situation
where small, medium and great powers want a piece of the action.
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supported by Iran and Russia. Since 2015 the latter started to intervene
directly to bolster the Syrian regime, and today, Moscow and Tehran lurk in
the background for strategic advantage with the potential to use their
military power if needed.

Thus without knowing so, the US troop pullout move, the Turkish
military campaign, subsequent temporary ceasefire and deliberations
between Trump and Erdogan may have made an already complicated
situation even worse and shifted the fight to more intense regions of Syria
and its northeast with Turkey, a major military power directly in the
confrontation lines against the presence of Iranian backed militias and
which could find themselves embroiled in a wider regional conflict.

The other possibility is that with the Kurds being forced to move from
border areas with Turkey — and which apparently started to do so as part of
the latest Washington-Ankara agreement - they could find themselves
within the Idlib gambit in the west of Syria which already houses between
20,000-30,000 fighters many of whom belonging to al-Qaeda and its off-
shoots such as Hay' at Tahrir al-Sham which was the Nusra Front until it
changed its name.

With a buffer zone in the north being created and the Kurdish militias
were forced to the south, coupled with the fleeing ISIS militants may renew
flashpoints. On this point as well, renewed linkage could well occur
between these militants and the al-Qaeda members further to the west in
Idlib. But this is in the realm of possibilities and may have to wait to see
how the situation unfolds.

Conclusion

The Turkish north Syria intervention, together with the agreed
framework, served as a "case study" in political crisis management and
negotiations. This is at least in the short-term regardless of the complicated
and protracted conflict in that part of the world.

After the agreement, different parties — mainly the Damascus
government, Russia and Iran- became keen to reach a diplomatic settlement
to contain the remaining issues regarding the Syrian war, which is mainly
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posture and promising that military campaign will continue if the new
situation on the ground is not altered.

The ceasefire stood despite skirmishes, here and there. Turkey and
American officials are on record of saying that if the ceasefire holds, then
Ankara would not get back to using military action. Which effectively
means it would have established its safe zone between Turkey and Syria.

Then Trump started praising the Turks, saying the Turkish military
campaign was "strategically brilliant for the US"® and that the Kurds are "no
angels."’

By 23 October 2019, the Turkish north Syria intervention case study
had for all intense and purposes ended with Syria guards and Russian
military police patrolling the Syrian side of the Turkish-Syrian border and
making sure that Kurdish fighters pull out of the safe-border area agreed
upon by Turkey and Russia®.

Realignments

While Turkey bombarded the northeast, the Kurdish militias sought the
help of the Syrian government and invited its army to enter the areas that
were previously off-limits to them. All of the Kurdish militias, including the
Syrian Democratic Forces and the PSF agreed the Syrian army would be the
best protection under the circumstances. Syrian soldiers have long been
barred from these areas of Syria. For the Kurds, the invitation of the Syrian
army may be construed as bulwarking their position against Turkey, its jet
fighters, and arm brigades.

Their invitation, the first time in five years, was made because of two
factors; first, the Kurdish militias were becoming weak and certainly would
not last against the Turkish military juggernaut. Second, the Syrian army is

6 "Turkey Syria offensive: Mitch McConnell attacks Trump"”, BBC, 18/10/2019,
accessed on 22/10/2019, at: https://bbc.in/2pB88NM

" "WATCH: The Kurds are 'no angels' Trump says in meeting with Italian president",
PBS News Hour, 16/10/2019, accessed on 22/10/2019, at: https://bit.ly/20WuTvY
Shttps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/full-text-turkey-russia-agreement-northeast-
syria-191022180033274.html
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/full-text-turkey-russia-agreement-northeast-syria-191022180033274.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/full-text-turkey-russia-agreement-northeast-syria-191022180033274.html
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shows that the US doesn't want to leave the region, but at the same time, it is
foot-dragging and applying that US foreign policy is not coherent and
unstable.

Tough negotiations

During what became seen as the Turkish military intervention crisis
and beneath the outlandish social media rhetoric between the two leaders,
tough negotiations were going on. The Russians tried to muzzle in with
Moscow offering to mediate between Washington and Ankara, but the two
stalwarts have kept the door open to direct negotiation for after all, they are
long-time NATO allies and although there is a certain amount of
"pandering" existing between all three state actors — Americans, Russians,
and Turks— neither Trump nor Erdogan trust neither Moscow's action nor its
intention as per many experts. This is not to forget the US has been angry
with Ankara for buying missiles from Moscow, which is not befitting for a
NATO country as per the US say.

However, discussions were moving full-throttle ahead between the
Americans and the Turks. Trump was already working to send US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo and US Vice-President Mike Pence to Ankara to
reach a negotiated settlement. After the initial bellicose statements, the
American approach quickly became one of stage-management control. This
is something which they did after a week of military operations.

Their meetings with Erdogan and other top Turkish officials hammered
out a temporary agreement to precise the limitations of the Turkish military
campaign on northern Syria to halt operations of ceasefire for 120 hours or
five days®. Within that period, the Kurdish militias must leave the safe zone
as dictated to by Turkey; otherwise, it would continue to pound SDF
positions again. The deal was reached soon after they arrived into Ankara,
which means that negotiations already started on how to contain escalations.
However, Erdogan continued with his tough-talking, maintaining a strident

® The White House, The United States and Turkey Agree to Ceasefire in Northeast
Syria, Foreign Policy, 1717/10/2019, accessed on 22/10/2019,
at: https://bit.ly/33EXFQ9
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stop negotiations being led by the Department of Commerce, with respect to
a $100 billion trade deal with Turkey."®

He added yes, the American troops were withdrawing from northeast
Syria, but the US will now "...redeploy [them] and remain in the region to
monitor the situation and prevent a repeat of 2014 events when the
neglected threat of ISIS raged across Syria and Iragq. A small footprint of
United States forces will remain at At Tanf Garrison in southern Syria to
continue to disrupt remnants of 1S1S."*

It quickly turned out the US troops were not moving very far but being
pulled back to northern Iraq, right in its western side with Syria, meaning
that if things deteriorate, they could be pulled back again depending on the
geo-strategic-political environment.

However, the initial reaction of Turkey from the Trump sanctions tweet
was one of indignation. They scoffed at the new sanctions and said they
would not stop their military bombardments of Kurdish areas.

However, politically and diplomatically, confrontation has never been
the best course of action for any situation and especially when you are
getting the other party to do a U-turn or reverse policy that is to stop the
Turkish military campaign. But Trump and the American administration
were putting the pressure on the Turks.

It turned as well; the Americans didn't want to leave Syria after all. It
was merely a tactical maneuver made by Trump. For as soon as the
American troops left, crossing into Irag, some US soldiers were turning
back with media reports suggesting the US is aiming to build two military
bases in the oil-rich Dier ez-Zor Governorate in north-east Syria. This

% Donald J. Trump, Statement from President Donald J. Trump Regarding
Turkey's Actions in Northeast Syria, Twitter: @realDonaldTrump, 14/10/2019,
accessed on 22/10/2019, at: https://bit.ly/31i1Vnf. As for the executive order see: The
White House, Executive Order on Blocking Property and Suspending Entry of
Certain Persons Contributing to the Situation in Syria, Executive Order- Foreign
Policy, 13/10/2019, accessed on 22/10/2019, at: https://bit.ly/35zzrboW

* Donald J. Trump, Statement from President Donald J. Trump Regarding
Turkey's Actions...
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militants in prisons and 90,000 of their families in camps — said they are no
longer responsible for them. While this maybe has been political posturing
to get the Americans and the international community to act and pressure
the Turks, the risk proved too great with ISIS members set free to wander
north Syria, Iraq, and even though Turkey and forwarding on to Europe.

Thus, since the Turkish military campaign, ISIS continued to serve as
potential ticking time-bombs despite the fact that an American military unit
went after Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi in Idlib, Syria, and resulted in his death
just after the ceasefire was reached with Turkey to stop its military action.

Despite his death, however, ISIS continued to show itself as a potent
military force for the terror outfit's rank and file quickly choose a successor
to Baghdadi by the name of Abu Ibrahim Al Hashimi Al Qurayshi to signal
the fact ISIS was still a fighting terror force despite its setbacks.

After effects

Trump continued to downplay the "greenlight” aspect he gave to
Turkey despite that fact it was seen as "coincidental,” "deliberate,” and
"deterministic.” In view of the fact, Turkey started its military action just
three days after the American pullout raises more than an eyebrow.

Realizing the extent of the negative reaction to the Turkish military
campaign from the international community and the House of
Representatives of the US Congress — and after going on tweet record that
America is not interested in what happens between Turkey and the Kurds of
Syria, the US president very quickly started to back down and backtrack in
what can be called a classical Trumpian style and which the US president
has become so famous for.

His first action was to issue a statement, an “executive order"
authorizing "...sanctions against current and former officials of the
Government of Turkey and any person contributing to Turkey's
destabilizing actions in northeast Syria. Likewise, the steel tariffs will be
increased back up by 50 percent. The United States will also immediately
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American opportunism, Trump's brinkmanship, and the US canning ability
to ditch friends as quickly as it makes friends with them and cultivate them.
It was seen as adventurism at the highest stakes by many US congress
leaders.

Anger by Europeans was also exacerbated by the Trump move.
Countries like France, Germany, and Belgium, and who have a sizeable
Muslim population, a few numbers of which joined ISIS in Syria and Iraq,
became extremely worried about the ramifications of the American troops
pull out and the Turkish military campaign. At first, it seemed Turkey now
had the ability to ride roughshod over the area. The SDF was seen as an
effective control mechanism. They, as effective rulers of these northern
areas, controlled the prisons and camps that housed thousands of ISIS
militants and their families. Now it seemed that the equilibrium was
changing again with the balance of power being reshuffled with many
worrying about a possible ISIS resurgence.

The scenario that developed — although unannounced — was that if
Turkish warplanes started to pound the northern areas of Syria, then it
would create another humanitarian disaster as per some claims. Both
civilians in these areas would scurry for the lives and militants and their
families would start moving and breaking out of the camps and prisons
unattended because of the new volatility that was being created. European
countries did not want to have ISIS members of their nationals nor their
families finding their way back again on their doorsteps.

This is exactly what happened since the 9th of October 2019 when the
Turkish military campaign started. United Nations figures showed at first
130,000 people were displaced, with the figures climbing up to 300,00
according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. These figures were
expected to continue to rise again as long as the military campaign and
bombardment continue.

The situation was seen as becoming a nightmare because the "thinning"
of the Kurdish militias guarding prisons and camps left with few guards
leading to more inmates escaping (as well as ISIS militants and their
family). These guards — for in one case looked after up to 12,000 ISIS
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Syria crisis at different levels, especially the reverberation that had in
Europe, Israel, Iran, Russia, and the Arab world.

One of the immediate consequences of the Trump pullout decision was
Turkey's decision to launch military campaign in northern Syria to establish
a buffer zone that is 32 km deep and 440 km along the border to drive away
the Kurdish supported People's Protection Units (PPU) under the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) which is an umbrella organization of different
groups dedicated to establishing Kurdish autonomy.

Turkey had long opposed these groups, which were working with the
Kurdistan Worker's Party (PKK) that has long been regarded by Ankara as a
terrorist organization that has called for autonomy since it was set up in
1984 in Turkey. Thus, Turkish President Racip Tayyip Erdogan saw the
American troop withdrawal from north Syria as a green light to attack what
are seen as terrorist bases on the south-east border of Turkey with different
bases and headquarters taking the brunt of shelling and bombardment;
including towns like Ras al-Ayn, Tal al-Abyad and Ayn al-Arab and which
the Turks called Kobani and which witnessed the defeat of Islamic State in
Irag and Syria (ISIS) in 2015.

Trump clearly underestimated the extent of the international reactions
towards his decision, most of all from Europe like France and Germany,
America's traditional partners, the United Nations and from the US
Congress which in a bi-partisan vote (Republicans and Democrats)
condemned the US pull out as creating a deep military and political vacuum
in an unstable region of the world still dominated by the recurring vestiges
of terror groups like ISIS and al-Qaeda who are still languishing about in
different parts of Syria as per their claimed approach.

Trump's decision was also seen as a flagrant turnaround not least of all
for the Kurds of Syria — SDF and PPU who had been strong allies of
America in the fight to defeat ISIS but later brought about the downfall of
their self-styled caliphate capital in Riqga. Leaving them at the mercy of the
Turks was seen as a bitter blow by the Kurdish fighters who felt betrayed by
the American action that was followed by similar albeit smaller withdraws
by the British and French contingents. To the Kurds also, it showed
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Case Study

Turkish Intervention in North Syria, Diplomacy and
Crisis Management

Marwan Asmar”
Introduction

Despite its fluidity, the buffer zone issue which Turkey sought to
establish in northern Syria should be seen as a case study in crisis
management. Its military intervention in northern Syria to remove the
militarized Kurds started on 9 October 2019 named "Operation Peace
Spring" and ended 14 days later on 23 October when Turkey and Russia
reached a ceasefire deal between Ankara and the Kurdish militant groups. It
was a classic form of crisis management, and international diplomacy was
an all-out war averted as agreed upon by non-state actors and nation-states.

What follows is a "step-by-step™ analysis of the crisis as it developed
starting with Turkish military intervention in the north of Syria, the so-
called 'nod-and-wink' approach given to Turkey by the Trump
administration, the international states who already had a presence in Syria
like Russia and Iran and the role of managing the evolving crisis that in the
end was reached between Moscow and Ankara in the Russian resort of
Sochi through a 10-point Memorandum of Understanding™.

Crisis Threshold

The initial announcement of US President Donald Trump to pull out
American troops from northern Syria was considered an important move
that had a far-reaching consequence not only for Syria but for the region and
the world alike. The decision? caused a new challenge for all parties in the

" A political researcher based in Amman. He has long worked in journalism and
has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds University in the U.K.

! https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/full-text-turkey-russia-agreement-northeast-
syria-191022180033274.html

2 Donald J. Trump, Twitter: @realDonaldTrump, 7/10/2019, accessed on 22/10/2019,
at: https://bit.ly/2W58wk8
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In between the state actors that include the Syrian government in
Damascus, the Arab world, Europe and Israel, the case study looks at ISIS
and different militant groups like Hizbollah, who still has a voice and a
force in Syria.

Factors leading to the Turkish intervention is examined that include the
People’s Protection Units (PPU) under the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)
which is an umbrella organization of different groups dedicated to
establishing Kurdish autonomy and which are regarded by Ankara as
terrorist groups who have links with the Turkish-based Kurdistan Worker’s
Party (PKK) and is seen as a threat to the Turkish state.

In the case study, the position of Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan is examined. He saw the American troop withdrawal from north
Syria as a green light to attack what are seen as terrorist bases on the south-
east border of Turkey with different bases and headquarters taking the brunt
of shelling and bombardment.

But both Erdogan and Trump underestimated the extent of the
international reactions to the troop withdrawal and military intervention
voiced mostly from Europe like France and Germany, the United Nations,
and the US Congress. European countries like Belgium became extremely
worried about the consequences and the thousands of ISIS militants and
their families making their way to Europe emanating from the displacement
that was taking place from the military bombardment.

Thus the case study deals with all these aspects and how states and non-
state actors dealt with the issue of military intervention and regional and
international diplomacy of war, peace, and crisis management.
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However, in general, the report indicates that the main actor in the
scene is no longer local but external, while most of the players in the
internal scene have turned into tools, and it indicated that the conflicting
forces enjoy a high "pragmatism™ in achieving their goals and retain their
interests in Lebanon and at regional larger scale. The report assures the
continuity of the crisis and people mobilization despite the measures taken
to contain the demonstrations, including appointing a new prime minister.
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Case Study
Turkish Intervention in North Syria, Diplomacy and Crisis
Management

Marwan Al-Asmar

This research represents a case study of how the Turkish military
intervention crisis of northern Syria was Managed through the use of
dialogue and international diplomacy. It is an analysis of the days the crisis
continued between 9-23 October 2019 to remove the militarized Kurdish
groups from the Syria-Turkish border and which had been a major source of
conflict for Ankara.

The case study adheres to a “step-by-step” approach as the crisis
developed starting with Turkish military intervention, the ‘nod-and-wink’
claim given to Turkey by the Trump administration, the international states
who already had a presence in Syria like Russia and Iran and the role of
managing the evolving crisis that in the end was reached between Moscow
and Ankara in the Russian resort of Sochi through a 10-point Memorandum
of Understanding.
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This report uncovers the real crisis in Israeli-Jordanian relations based
on the official positions, practices, and claims of both sides. The issue of
returning to full Jordanian sovereignty the lands of Baquoura and Ghumar,
the Israeli plans to annex Jordan Valley, the Israeli threat to withdraw from
the "Red sea- Dead sea canal project” (Two seas project), and the continued
construction of the Ramon (Timna) airport despite Jordan's objection
compose indicators of such crisis. Jordan retaliated through other signs such
as the Military maneuvers on the western border of Jordan, the king pressure
to release Jordanian detainees, and the prosecution the Israeli infiltrator into
Jordan, and the king announcement at Washington Institute of AIBAC that
the Jordanian -Israeli relations are “in its worst phase” which shocked the
audience who are the main supporters of Israel in the U.S.

It is to assure that the escalating tension between the two parties tends
to continue, especially in light of the vision of the rightist elite in Israeli
politics and government nowadays.

Lebanon Uprising: The Reality, Challenges, and Future
Directions

Wael Najem

The report discusses the uprising of the Lebanese people on 17 October
2019, which reshuffled the balance of power inside Lebanon. This uprising
included all the Lebanese components, regardless of their sectarian, cultural,
and social diversity. The uprising reached all the Lebanese regions, and it is
characterized by breaking the sectarian and political walls.

The report describes the uprising of highly complex and interrelated. It
is open to external influence, and faces the economic problems, but also
complex and overlapping. Looking in-depth to the new scene in Lebanon
concludes there are many directions to follow because the actors and
influencers of the scene are plenty, and their role is exposed to change
according to new conditions and outcomes .

The report also pointed out a set of challenges facing Lebanon in light
of the current scene, including economic, political, and security levels.

The report asserted that the new dynamics in Lebanon turned into a
square of confrontation or a mailbox for the transmission and exchange of
messages between the diverse regional forces. Such complexity would
complicate the directions of the uprising dynamic and linkages .
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economy towards recovery by the end of 2019 as a vital interest of the
nation.

By analyzing the Jordanian economic scene, and the main challenges it
faces, it is clear that reducing the size of the financial crisis requires a
sovereign ability to take exceptional procedures, to secure an appropriate
position for the economic sector. While the risks and challenges that the
Jordanian economy now faces cannot represent a state of collapse at all at
this stage; however, the general national situation is not in a healthy state.
And action must be taken to put the society and its institutions on a line, in
which every sector and the whole nation to feel safe. Such a frame of
thinking and practicing is considered as the minimum requirement the
government role to be dedicated to the joint responsibility of all
governmental, private, politicians and Parliamentarians, political parties,
unionists and media professionals. The main target is to create an
environment to raise public safety and the proportion of confidence in the
Jordanian economy.

Jordanian-Israeli relations in crisis

Magdy Abdel Aziz

The Palestinian issue is considered one of the most critical factors
affecting the Jordanian-lsraeli relationship. Jordan has always been
associated with the Palestinian issue and tried to advocate for the rights of
the Palestinian people including the return of the refugees, and to enable the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state in Palestine. Jordan
remained linked to the Palestinian issue after the signing of the peace treaty
with Israel in 1994. The Jordanian-Israeli relations followed within agreed
statements and standards within the peace agreement.

On another hand, the "Deal of the Century” components, which
proposed by the American administration, considered by Jordan as precise
alignment of the Israeli side at the expense of the Palestinian rights and at
the expense of Jordanian interests. Jordan opposed such thinking from the
beginning, due to its effects in liquidating the Palestinian issue, and the
rights of refugees, and Jordan's interests. Such U.S discourse coincided with
the continuation of Israeli annexation and Jewish settlement policies in the
West Bank and Jerusalem, including the Judaization of Jerusalem. Israel as
such as continued to violate the peace treaty with Jordan.
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Gaza, through these 13 months of these marches, has witnessed 13
military escalation rounds between the Palestinian resistance and the Israeli
army. An extensive analysis of the field reality in the Gaza Strip indicates
that the maintaining situation ranges from a gradual escalation from time to
time, to a security calm. It is supposed to continue at this level for a while,
due to regional and international active mediations.

However, the Palestinians are not interested in a war that worsens their
adverse conditions, and the Israelis believe that an all-out war with Gaza
does not mean a “weekend trip” to them.

In its conclusion, the report stressed that it is difficult to favor one
scenario over another, in light of the fluidity of security events in Gaza and
Israel together, and the intense Israeli political scene in the third elections in
the spring of 2020. The scenarios range between a gradual escalation or
undesired fourth war, and the exclusion of an agreed truce is the most likely
option.

Jordan's Economy 2019: Problems and Motivations towards
Safety Prospects

MESC

The unfortunate pessimistic tone regarding the Jordan economy
prevailed early in 2019. The government and private discourses, in addition
to media and social media platforms, all were engaged in this discourse. A
non-constructive, and even segmented assessments, were presented, which
create the medium to underestimate and hinders any potential recovery
opportunities if this discourse continues. And in the case of the government
refrains from doing its role in pushing optimism, supported by realistic and
real procedures, the donors and investors might impose or acquire broader
unjust conditions as they claim they are taking a risk with uncertainty in this
regard. Such a result would be extended to influence economic, political and
social stability in the country

Therefore, reaching a realistic, fact-based perception has become very
important in the current stage, and it can spread relative reassurance in the
economic environment in general, and investment environment in particular.
The approach to stabilize the economy ought to consider and understand the
challenges and diagnose reality with a realistic methodology to create a
practical and reassuring economic discourse. Such a strategy would lead the
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They are to adhere to policies in favor of confronting the Israeli occupation
as a strategic joint interest and goal. They are to be obliged to protect the
sovereignty and trust for all parties.

On the Israeli penetration of Africa and other international states
concerning the Palestinian issue, he asserts that Arab normalization with
Israel and the absence of Arabs from the African and other scenes allowed
Israel to achieve such presence and relations. Stressing that fueling the
conflict with the occupation, heating the Palestinian issue internationally,
and unifying the Arab position against Israel and its aggression will
encourage many of these countries to reconsider their position. The success
experience to oppose the African-Israeli summit, and thwart the American
project to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel in the United Nations,
are only exemplary models.

Mashaal expressed much optimism in the dialogue about the possibility
of the Palestinian issue emerging from its crisis and shifting towards
achieving the national rights of the Palestinian people with some critical
conditions. He stressed that such conditions are not impossible and that
conditions change and maybe in their favor during the coming years.

Reports and Articles

The Gaza Strip: Between the “marches of return” and the
military escalation

Adnan Abu Amer

This report describes the Gaza Strip scene that witnesses the peaceful
“return marches” that emerged in March 2018, who sacrifices thousands of
casualties, including hundreds killed. The scene is under Israeli siege and
fire at the same time, including the shelling and assassinating civilians. The
report assessment is to forecast the possibility of escalation between Israel
and Palestinian factions in Gaza.

The report emphasizes on the “return marches™ as a new form of the
ongoing Palestinian-Israeli confrontation. The rallies aimed at two main
goals: Reminding the Palestinians and the world of the right of return to
refugees, who increased American and Israeli indications to forget its right
of return, in line with the "deal of the century,” and to exert pressure on
Israeli occupation to end the unjust and prolonged siege of Gaza.
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experience that the popular resistance is one of the valid options, which can
be agreed upon for a specific stage and in a specific time. Mashaal believes
that the crisis of the Palestinian issue is complex, as it is difficult to reach a
quick solution to it. Nevertheless, he believes that it is imperatively
necessary to endorse a program that relies on the free and sincere will of the
Palestinian forces to address this crisis.

He confirms Hamas's continuous refusal of the path of un-fruitful
political settlement, the Oslo accords, and recognition of Israel. He asserts
that the Israeli government does only offer a solution based on its scale and
terms. It cooperates with the United States and some other friends to contain
the Palestinian aspiration, resistance. They are to cool down and prevent any
possible explosion against Israeli occupation, while it does not offer any real
and practical solution to the Palestinian cause except those at the expense of
the national rights of the Palestinian people.

He affirms that Palestinian people are capable enough to thwart any
plans or solutions that do not accomplish their goals. Palestinians have the
right to "veto" any solution or political plan that liquidates the issue,
including the U.S "deal of the century." Palestinians reject the deal
regardless of U.S threats and measures against them. He warns different
players to bear in mind that the Palestinian people for the past 100 years
have proven unbreakable, whatever their crises.

On the official Arab position, Mashaal stressed that, unfortunately, they
are committed to the option of political settlement and negotiation and
"peace" treaties as the only option to end the occupation. Nevertheless, they
achieved nothing for the Palestinian people in more than 40 years of
negotiation and treaties experience with Israel.

He nevertheless believes that the Palestinian people can fail the deal of
the century, even in light of their internal differences. He calls for moving
the file of reconciliation and unification on the field action against the
occupation as levers strategic force for this Palestinian position.

On Arab disputes with Iran, Mashaal stresses that there are differences
over many files with Iran in several Arab countries and that they are real
differences. He believes that Israel's attempts to persuade some Arabs that
Iran is the common enemy with it will fail because Iran is a neighbor whom
we can reach understandings with multiple pressures, and a strong, unified
Arab position towards disputes with Iran. If these conditions are met, Arabs
could reach common denominators that hinder attrition between both sides.
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The study concluded that higher legitimacy of the system and the stronger
the civil state, the narrower the field of movement of the military politically.
Moreover, the democracy indicator remains to determine the relationship
between the military and civil political power top enhance functioning the
state to create development, stability, and a prosperous society.

Issue's Interview: First episode: With Mr. Khaled Mashaal

The Direction of the Palestinian Cause Crisis: Particular
Political, Intellectual Dialogues

In this expanded dialogue, Mr. Khaled Mashaal (the former chairman
of the political office for Hamas) believes that the Palestinian principles and
rights are stable in the conscience, ideas, and convictions of the Palestinian
people. He believes that the Palestinian issue is going through a real crisis
today and that it is due to the accumulation of many crises that it has
experienced through the early twentieth century. He expressed his belief that
this emerging crisis is complicated more ever before. It is unprecedented
regarding the official Arab and Islamic with no supportive position and
policies. On the other hand, the Israelis could achieve penetrating the Arab
and Islamic incubator of the Palestinian cause supported by the United
States.

Despite this, he believes that the fundamental crisis lies in the
Palestinian performance that was curtailed by the Oslo agreements and
security coordination with the occupation since 1993. He believes that the
Palestinian division revolves around who administers the national decision
and what his program is to end the Israeli occupation. He believes that the
management of war and resistance is as it is the management of policy and
negotiations with Israel. It is to be associated far from unilaterally as a basis
for ending the division immediately.

He affirms that ignoring the Palestinian diaspora (7 million
Palestinians) and neglecting their role is one of the most prominent
manifestations of the Palestinian cause crisis. Re-consideration Palestinians
in the diaspora is an essential part of rebuilding the Palestinian system in a
broad political and social partnership and fair representation according to
the results of the polls, which leads to rebuilding national representative
institutions for the people Palestinian all over the world.

He affirms that the Palestinian people practiced all forms of
resistance against the Israeli occupation, and it has been proven by
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Indeed, there are broad and extensive perspectives, considerations and
challenges that need to be discussed and addressed broadly with a full
spectrum of the Islamic and Arab elites in all its range, perhaps in other
forums, conferences, seminars and workshops that are being held during the
next ten years.

Research & Studies

Civil-Military Relations in the Arab Countries: Boundaries and
Problems

Al Arabi Al Arabi

The nature of civil-military relations in the Arab world has been a

subject of conflict since a long time ago, due to the lack of clarity of the

authority boundaries. As such, the essence of clash to retain power the

acquisition of its structures has been clear for decades. The domination of

the major joints and decision-making institutions escalated such conflict in
different periods in many countries.

This study traced different points of visions towards the nature of these
relations, which has its characteristics different than that of democratic
countries.

The study confirmed that state institutions are divided into official
political and non-political institutions. The position of the military as an
official, non-political institution, plays defensive roles against threats to the
stability of the state. In democratic systems, it is a sovereign institution
similar to other institutions. Furthermore, its non-interference in political
life is one of the indicators of measuring democracy in the state, and its
interference without seizing power is one of the techniques of crisis
management.

The study also indicated that most researchers in the field of civil-
military relations agreed that the civil-military conflict harms national
security. In contrast, cooperative relations between the military and
politicians give the ability to employ power, develop a military doctrine that
supports political goals, and cultivates flexibility within the military. The
building of mutual civil-military relations increases the country's ability to
build a military force, enhances effectiveness on the battlefield, and
achieves the country's highest interests and national security, before the
narrow interests of any party, whatever their affiliations.
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economic integration that people in the world meet for purely material
interests that are not supported by any religion, thought, or civilization, and
it has become many Muslims and Arabs appraise. Yet the critic prevails
when mentioning the longing of the greatness and glory of our Islamic
civilization in all its epochs, as a state of living in the past by some
intellectual elites. This crisis expresses an identity crisis and a civilized
crisis within the ruling and intellectual elites. It also reveals the intertwining
of immediate personal interests with higher interests.

In this regard, reference is made to Malaysia's attempt, led by Dr.
Muhammad Mabhathir, to light the flame in Kuala Lumpur in the second
week of December 2019, when he extended the invitation after direct talks
with the heads and leaders of five Islamic countries. The conference follow-
up emphasized that reviving the idea of Islamic civilization, Islamic unity,
and Islamic brotherhood and seeking to achieve complementarities in
industry, agriculture, defense, technology, and youth are realistic and
practical ideas. Ten agreements were signed between Malaysia and Turkey
in these areas in the conference as a direct step to start a project of
cooperation and Islamic unity. Also, a supreme committee was established
to launch an Islamic satellite channel specialized in combating Islamophobia
in the world. The idea of seeking to manufacture technology was adopted
instead of continuing to import it from others, especially as it became
involved in the national security of each country and directly affected
security, stability, identity, and religion.

Therefore, the idea of brotherhood, unity, religious and cultural
identity, integration in natural resources and the ability to gather strength to
restore the collective position of the nation/UMMAH at the world level, and
to defend its various issues has become a necessity to achieve progress and
stop internal waste and dependence on others. This unity does not mean
closure on the self but dealing with All the world as one power, one nation
and one identity

The issue, then, is the suspension of the bell from the ruling and
intellectual elites and leaders, and everyone should support it and stand on
its side and overcome all fears from each other or the threats of
superpowers. The melting of sub-regional and national identities, partisan
and factional interests in this path to form a historical civilization
transformation has become a prerequisite for the rise and progress of the
Muslim nation/UMMAH.
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Editorial
A Critical View Towards a Civilized Role

Arab and Muslim Unity

Editor

The state of the comprehensive division of the Islamic nation after the

collapse of the Ottoman Empire formed a strategic basis for weakening the

Arab and Islamic nations alike. These divisions still represent the realistic,

practical, and even fashionable alternative of most peoples and leaders in
the Islamic world instead of Islamic or Arab unity.

Despite the frequent repetition of Arab and Islamic unity, but no action
plan or programs leading to this unity were presented. At the same time,
every country, every ruler, and every elite viewed these theories as targeting
their interests and their acquisition of wealth.

Despite the growing problems, challenges, and even threats that
threaten the nation at the existential level at times, identity, religion, and
also sovereignty at other times, the most that have been preserved so far is
the League of Arab States as a coordination institution only and the building
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation that was established in 1968 to
liberate Jerusalem according to its charter. Both organizations have not been
able to achieve integration and unity between the Arab nation or within the
framework of the broader Islamic society.

The nation-state, ethnic, regional and sub-divisions have deprived us of
investing our wealth and achieving global progress and development,

Despite the growing roles and capabilities of major countries, such as
Turkey, Malaysia, Pakistan, Indonesia, and to some extent Iran, it still puts
forward the idea of the Islamic nation and Islamic unity shamefully. Some
of the Islamic countries adopt the policy of internal warfare and destruction
of important Islamic countries such as Irag and Syria. As such, it seems that
the intellectual obstacle of the ruling elites and the intellectual elites forms
the basis of this problem and the hesitations in dealing with it away from the
existing differences and disputes, which will inevitably end with the
progress of integration and unity projects.

Generations raised on the ideas of ethnicity and nationalism find it
challenging to achieve a realistic, practical approach accepted by their
culture to revive Islamic or even Arab unity. Moreover, in the theory of
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