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provoking further dangerous escalation of violence. American — and — the
world — can’t afford to have sanctions to the point of no return” )

She said in these dangerous military moves. The U.S. president needs
first to have the approval of Congress, which has to authorize such actions.
“The full Congress must be immediately briefed on this serious situation
and the next steps under consideration by the Administration, including the
significant escalation of the deployment of additional troops to the region.”

Both Democrats and Republicans in both Houses of Congress were
irked by Trump, which was seen as drastic, moving the country back onto a
war-mode and calling for legislation to limit the president’s actions to start a
conflict and check his moves without congressional approval.

Conclusion

At face value, it would seem the world is facing another global war,
this time by the U.S. and Iran. However, this would also seem unlikely
judging from the reactions of Europe, Russia, China, even the Arab region
who are in no mood for another global conflict, as was the case in the first
decade of the 21% Century. Despite “war-mongering,” there is “war-
fatigue,” especially by the United States, which spent the best years after the
start of the Third Millennium fighting a war in Afghanistan, Irag, and
dealing with the menace of global terrorism.

Nevertheless, even if another war is not on the table despite the
frequent escalations in the Middle East, which the U.S. sees as being
manipulated by Iran, the strain on the international relations system is
growing daily. Also, not to forget the fact the U.S., in coalition with other
international partners, is still waging war in Iraq and Syria, especially on
terror groups like 1SIS and Al Qaeda.

In this context, US-Iran relations are indeed tangled up with a whole lot
of other factors regional, which due to different linkages they can’t get out
of because these are related to interests and power relations.

What is likely to happen shortly, however, is to continue to “manage
the conflict.” Despite the “hotting up, cooling down” relations and despite
the “chill” going on, there is a sense of pragmatism where neither side
would be prepared to step into an outright conflict of death and destruction.

> Nancy Pelosi statement, speaker of the house website, "Pelosi Statement on
Airstrike in Iraq Against High-Level Iranian Military Officials",January, 2, 2020,
https://cutt.us/bLpOs


https://cutt.us/bLp0s
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The occupation lasted for two days and fizzled made by the PMU to
stress their frustrations over the latest killings and the stationing of U.S.
troops in Irag. However, it was becoming clear that this action was a major
slap in the face for the American administration. Hence, it was preparing to
take a further drastic step when U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper said on
2" January 2020 that Iran and its group supporters in Iraq were planning
additional attacks. He pronounced, “If that happens, then we will act. And
by the way, if we get words of attacks or some type [of] indication, we will
take pre-emptive action as well to protect American forces to protect
American lives,” he told reporters 2.

Nobody could have foretold what kind of pre-emptive action would
entail. Still, it became clear the following day when there was a missile
strike at the convoy that was driving Soliemani and Abu Mahdi Al
Muhandis from Baghdad’s Airport. Al Muhandis commanded Kateb
Hizbollah that operated in Iraq, who was blamed for killing the U.S.
contractor. It was another sore point for Kateb Hizbollah, who seemed to
be targeted because the previous American strike already killed four of
their members.

The American action was seen as raising the ante escalating an already
tense situation that appears to be spiraling with many countries expressing
shock at what happened. These countries ranged from Russia and China to
Turkey, France, England and Germany, the United Nations, and NATO.
Apart from Israel, which was all praises, all other countries called for
restraint and de-escalation *.

While Russia called the killing of Soliemani as an “adventurist step,”
China stated the U.S. shouldn’t “abuse force.” At the same time, NATO said
it was observing the situation and “keeping an eye on its training mission”
in Iraq. Britain and Germany called for de-escalation and fearing the
destabilization of the Middle East **.

But the ramifications went beyond world reaction and went into
American domestic policy and the U.S. Congress. Speaker of the House of
Representatives Nancy Pelosi said, “...the airstrike [on Soliemani] risks

2 NBC news, Austin,Henry "Esper: U.S. could 'take pre-emptive action’ if Iran
prepares new attacks" Jan. 2, 2020, https://cutt.us/Ugglg

13 Al Jazeera news,World reacts to US killing of Iran's Qassem Soleimani in Iraq,
Jan,3, 2020, https://cutt.us/Ftypg

" Ibid
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But the British government went further than seeking to protect marine
navigation. The British Royal Marines seized an Iranian oil tanker in
Gibraltar. Britain officials stated the oil on the ship named ‘Grace I’ was
bound for Syria, which is violating European sanctions on Damascus **.

On another track of escalation, major drone attacks on two Saudi oil
fields — Abaiq and Khurais — were blamed on Iran, which the latter rejected.
As a result, the region continued to simmer; it was a slow form of escalation
with the potential for violence, moving on an upward scale. Relations, both
regional and international, was at best, chaotic.

Crescendo

By the end of 2019, developments took a turn for the worst. While the
U.S. president kept saying the White House door was always open for
negotiations, in reality, there was no means of direct talks between
Washington and Tehran.

Switzerland, as the representative of U.S. diplomatic interests in
Tehran, could always act as a go-between. Yet, there was still the danger
that lack of communication could lead to a dangerous escalation that
couldn’t be stopped and widen the conflict.

As well, the deteriorating relations between Tehran and Washington
were not direct, with the theater of conflict taking place in Irag. For the
Americans, the straw that broke the camel’s back was the murder of the
American contractor in the northern part of Iraq by forces of the so-called
‘Popular Mobilization Units’ in a rocket attack in late December 2019. The
PMU is considered as an umbrella pro-Iranian organization that has 50 para-
military groups credited for finally beating the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS) in Iraq.

Such development proved too much for Washington, retaliating swiftly
through bombing bases associated with the militias both in Iraq and Syria,
and killing at least 25 of their men, leaving 55 injured. Top militia leaders
were Killed in the attack, including four commanders of Kateb Hizbollah
that now operated in Iraq. American jets directly bombed their headquarters
on Iraq’s border with Syria.

The American attack set the stage for a tit-for-tat violent spiral, for late
December, members of the para-military groups broke into the U.S.
Embassy in Baghdad despite its massive fortification, smashing its main
door and setting the reception area on fire.

“Al Jazeera news, "Tanker carrying Iranian oil stopped off Spain's
coast”,July,5,2019, https://cutt.us/luWTCq


https://cutt.us/uWTCq
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countries to push Iranian influence and steer domestic policy, as many
argued, especially regarding Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen. Some lranian
figures publicly expressed their views to put four Arab capitals under the
thumb of Iran. Ali Reza Zakani, an advisor to the supreme leader
Ayatollah Khamenei, explicitly announced that “three Arab capitals have
ended up in the hands of Iran and belong to the Islamic Iranian
revolution.” He also claimed that the capltal of Yemen is joining to be the
fourth Arab capital in the hands of Tehran ’

Europe and the United States turned a blind eye for the emerging
influence of Iran in Yemen. They were in the middle of negotiating the Iran
nuclear deal, which increased the upset in the Arab world. The increasing
hegemony of the Iranian ally in Yemen and removing the elected
government by force, Houthis, basically led to the formation of the Arab
Coalition to start the war in 2015. The war aimed as per announcement, to
remove Houthis from power and restore the Yemeni legal government of
President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi.

The tensions in the Arabian Gulf were magnified in a combination of
factors and actions. It started with the U.S. spy drone that circled on the Iranlan
waters of the Gulf, which Iran finally shot down after repeated warnings ®.

The U.S. backed off from retaliating, but Trump quickly announced
that the U.S. was prepared to engage in military action. He assured the stop
of retaliation was based on an expected loss of lives of up to 150 people °.

The year 2019, one year after the U.S. pulled out from the Iran Nuclear
Agreement, continued to be full of tensions shipping wise. The Gulf waters
became a sore point as commercial ships and oil tankers became targeted in
sabotage operations. Some of these belonged to Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, and Norway.

Later, Britain got involved sending a frigate, HMS Montrose, to escort
UK-flagged vessels through the Strait of Hormuz for protection. “Freedom
of navigation is crucial for the global trading system, and we will do all we
can to defend it,” a British government spokesman said

" middle east monitor website,"Sanaa is the fourth Arab capital to join the Iranian
revolution”,September 27, 2014, https://cutt.us/4AIW2W

® Al jazeera english news' youtube channel ," ol ] el bt 1 5lb &5 25 60 5 5 b s
Sl Jeadl” Je™June,21,2019, https://cutt.us/ul5Je

® Twitter website, real DonaldTrump status,June,21,2019, https://cutt.us/mpQbM
% The guardian news, "Navy to guard UK ships in strait of Hormuz, MoD says"
July,25,2019, https://cutt.us/atSzb
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The Iranian missiles were more psychological rather than presenting any
real threat to American power in the area, with many seeing it as a symbolic
gesture despite the 5000 troops based in Baghdad 2. On the whole, it satisfied
the Iranian leadership despite those calling for more blood-letting.

The hits resulted in U.S. troop injuries, with some of the wounded
flown to Germany for medical treatment. In light of this attack, Donald
Trump has been criticized for making “light talk” of the Iranian missile hits
shortly after when he attended the World Economic Forum in Switzerland *.

The Dive Already Begun

The Soliemani’s assassination was only the pinnacle of additional
factors to escalate tense relations between the United States and Iran that
worsened relations by the pulling out of the U.S. in May 2018 from the
Nuclear treaty with Iran. The emerging U.S. policy towards Iran with re-
imposing the economic and diplomatic sanctions created the base for more
in-depth and broader tensions in the relationship between Iran and the U.S.

The re-imposed sanctions that came in stages in 2018 and 2019
blanketed Iran’s economy that included significant business sectors such as
oil, banking, aviation, shipping, and many other sectors and personals *.

Such a new U.S. policy was instituted as part of an overall strategy to
force Iran to the table and renegotiate the nuclear deal by Trump
administration. Hence, the administration aimed to ellspply “maximum pressure”
on Iran to make sure that it “changes its behavior””. On the other hand, Iran
has reiterated with a war of words set as international diplomacy. Bitterness and
recrimination were spelled out by non-other than Ayatollah Khamenei. He
publicly rebuked Trump as a man not worthy of exchanging messages °.

On the other hand, Tehran’s influence has extended in the region
through Soliemani’s Quds Force. He had long been traveling in many Arab

2 Marcus,Jonathan, BBC news,"Qasem Soleimani: Why kill him now and what
happens next?"3 January 2020, https://cutt.us/JfUKP

® Vox website, Ward,Alex. "Trump downplays US troop injuries from Iran’s
attack, calling them “not very serious”,Jan 22, 2020, https://cutt.ussMnGRX

* Financial times, "US imposes sanctions on Iran’s civilian space agency”,
Sep3,2019, https://cutt.us/WwaZi

® USA Today news, Jackson,David; Fritze,John; Subramanian, Courtney&
Collins,Michael. "Trump warns Iran but says US ‘ready to embrace peace with all
who seek it",Jan,8,2020, https://cutt.us/hXpqi

® khamenei official website, "I do not consider Trump worthy of exchanging any
message: Imam Khamenei"Jun 15, 2019, https://cutt.uss/ECWLq
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Study

US-lranian Relations After The Assassination of
Suliemani

Marwan Asmar"

The drone assassination of the leader of the Iranian Quds Force Qassem
Soliemani by the United States jets on 2 January 2020 put relations between
America and Iran on a knife-edge. The assassination of a top commander in
a unit-linked to Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corp (IRGC) that has
long meddled in the affairs of the Arab World has opened a new chapter of
relations between a super-power and an emerging regional one (Iran).

While relations have long been characterized as bad between the
United States and Iran, the increasing immunity and complication of
relationships between both parties have deepened.

Despite the utterings of U.S. President Donald Trump, who ordered the
Soliemani assassination near Baghdad’s International Airport, he has
subsequently sought to de-escalate the tensions to get back to the
negotiating table. The warnings of high stakes being played with a
“slippery-slope situation” that could escalate on the ground regardless of
what the politicians may intend.

However, as well, Iran does not seek an all-out conflict despite the
escalations and the war of words that followed the Soliemani kill. Such
politics were apparent at all levels, including the country’s supreme leader
Ali Khamenei, Prime Minister Hassan Rouhani, and IRGC’s members. Iran
sought to keep a “window of opportunity” for diplomacy. Such policy was
exemplified by the utterings of Tehran’s top diplomat Jawad Zarif, the
country’s Foreign Minister.

Nevertheless, once the U.S. President declared the assassination, Iran
couldn’t take the lay down, but there had to be retaliation and a potentially
devastating blow. And so shortly after, it unleashed 16 missiles at two
military targets in Iraq which stationed U.S. troops. Eleven missiles hit one,
Al-Asad Airbase, west of Baghdad while the other base Irbil, north Iraqg in
Kurdish territory, was hit by another four. *

* A political researcher based in Amman. He has long worked in journalism and
has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds University in the U.K.

1 Al jazeera news,"Rockets hit Iraq military base near Baghdad amid US-Iran
tensions”,13 Jan 2020, https://cutt.us/\VVrM4j
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English Section
Study
US-Iranian Relations after the Assassination of Soliemani

Marwan Al-Asmar

The assassination of Major-General of the Quds Force Qasem

Soliemani by the United States military jets on 2 January 2020 put relations

between America and Iran on a knife-edge. The assassination has opened a

new and possibly more devastating and deadly chapter in the relationship
between a super-power and an emerging regional.

While relations have long been characterized as bad between the
United States and Iran, since just after 1978 when the Islamic Revolution
forced the Shah to abdicate and when young revolutionaries took over the
US Embassy in Tehran with 52 American hostages, today rapport between
the two states is poised for a major war.

However, Donald Trump, who ordered the assassination, has
subsequently sought to de-escalate, saying the United States is not seeking
military conflict with Iran, and merely wants it to renegotiate the 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action it signed with the different world powers.

In this analysis, the author examines the factors that lead to the rising
international tensions examining the different actors that have come into
play including Iran and its political leadership starting from the country’s
supreme leader Ali Khamenei, Prime Minister Hassan Rouhani, and Jawad
Zarif, the country’s Foreign Minister.

As well, as the international dimension that includes Russia and all
members of the UN Security Council, Iran’s regional role in the Arab world
is examined with analysis centering on its implications and its interlocking
aspects with world powers.

United States relations with Iran had been long and checkered. In this
respect, this paper focuses on the historical aspects of diplomacy between
Tehran and Washington that started in the early 1950s and developed
smoothly till 1978.
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The Arab parties were divided in the Knesset elections of April 2019,
and it did not enter into a unified list, as was the case in the previous
elections. The first list got (193,442) votes with a percentage of (4.46%),
and this percentage was equivalent to (6) seats. As for the second list, it
obtained (143,666) votes, with a ratio of (3.32%), and this percentage was
equivalent to (4) seats. Thus, the whole Arab won (10) seats in the Knesset,
and this indicates a decrease in the number of seats comparing to the 2015
elections.it is important to mention that the number of Arab voters for the
Zionist parties increased to reached 143,337 with a ratio of 30% from the
whole Arab voters.

As for the Knesset elections in September 2019, the Arab parties
returned to unify under the joint list, as was the case in the 2015 elections,
and it ranked third with a number of votes of 470,211 votes with a ratio of
(10.60%), and this percentage Equivalent to (13) seats, which indicates the
increase in the number of seats for the Arab component compared to the
April 2019 elections, which was 10 seats, taking into consideration that the
number of Arab voters for the Zionist parties reached 117,652, representing
20% from the whole Arab voters.

Finally, regarding to the Knesset elections in March 2020, the Arab
parties), continued its alliance under the "joint list" (as was the case in the
elections of March 2015 and September, 2019) and was ranked third with
581,540 votes. With a percentage of (12.67%), and this percentage is
equivalent to (15) seats, which means that it obtained (110,929) additional
votes compared to the September 2019 elections, and the percentage of
Arab participation in the elections has increased to (65%), the Arab List got
88% of them, after they were in the September 2019 elections (80%), with
decrease in the number of Arab voters for the Zionist parties to reach
80,000 by a percentage of 12% from the whole Arab voters.
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billion over 15 years. What is dangerous, in some leaks, is that if the deal is
cancelled, Jordan shall be punished by paying $1.5 billion.

It is noteworthy that the Jordanian government signed deals with
international companies like Shell, Enefit and APCO to exploit oil shale as
an energy source, found in huge reserve quantities. In addition, hundreds of
alternative clean energy projects based on solar and wind energy to produce
electricity have emerged. However, the gas agreement negatively affects the
Jordan’s economy and strategic ability to invest its sovereign natural
resources.

With reference to the strategic importance for Israel, building the gas
pipeline through Jordan is likely to integrate Israel in the region by
exporting gas to other countries. Israel may use the Jordanian pipeline to
boost partnership with Arab and other regional states. It may hold future ties
which raise its regional power and threatens pan-Arab security and
economy, including those of Jordan.

Since the signing of the agreement in September 2016, Jordan’s energy
situation has significantly improved, in spite of the rising opposing public
protests due to the alternative solutions. On the ground, upon pressure from
the House of Representatives, Prime Minister Omar Al-Razzaz announced
that the government would review all the energy agreements. Nevertheless,
it does not seem to have any intention to withdraw. Thus, the deal continues
to be valid in light of the legal and economic restrictions, according to
Jordanian officials, and its future depends on a genuine political will to
cancel it and bear the consequences.

The Statistical Indications of the Israeli Elections Results and
Arab Parties Influence in these Elections

Ayman Khater

This study aims to provide a statistical comparison between the results

of four Israeli Knesset elections and to measure influence extent of the Arab
parties in these elections.

The Arab parties unified under what was called the " Arab alliance
Joint List" of the Knesset elections in March 2015, and obtained (446,583)
votes, with a percentage of (10.61%) which represented by (13) seats.
Noting that the number of Arab voters for the Zionist parties reached
85,063, with a percentage of 16% from the whole Arab voters.
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Therefore, the Palestinian issue has lost the central states in the region as
well as the attention of governments and peoples.

At the international level, the right-wing parties’ takeover in most
world countries, especially in Europe and the US — led by Donald Trump’s
team — had a negative influence on the Palestinian issue.

Therefore, the Palestinians need to agree on a unified cross-national
programme to resist the occupation and hamper the Deal of the Century, which
seeks to liquidate the Palestinian issue and its active powers. Then, a national
strategy needs to be followed to restore the public political role and support the
resistance, rather than the neo-liberal consumer economy. In addition, the
official institutions and community powers and sectors must adopt a national
policy which aims at the following: counter the occupation; release all the
forms of resistance; disengage with the occupation in economic, political and
security terms; launch external diplomacy; and cooperate with anti-Zionist
movements. In any case, the target of the Palestinians in all such programmes
should be putting an end to the occupation and settlements, completing the
liberation and returning the refugees, but not co-existing with the occupation or
accepting unfair compromises.

As for the Arabs, the joint action should have a priority of supporting the
Palestinian people’s struggle and resistance as well as achieving and
maintaining national reconciliation. They should also halt any contact with
Israel without its commitment to the Palestinian rights, strive to lift the siege on
the Palestinians and oppose the Deal of the Century — which aims at liquidating
the Palestinian issue and consolidate the Israeli control — at the international
level.

Political Dimension of the Jordanian-Israeli Gas Agreement
Majdi Abdul-Aziz

The discovery of natural gas in Israel constituted a major shift in its geo-
strategic capabilities. As a result, Israel immediately struck unreliable deals
with Egypt and Jordan, which imports 93% of its energy requirements though it
has enough resources. On the other hand, the US backs Israel in setting the
energy diplomacy objectives, as is the case in paving the way for the Jordanian
government to hold a legal agreement with an American company, rather than
Israel, to reduce the volume of Jordanian public rejection.

In September 2016, Jordan signed an agreement to import gas from
Israel through Noble Energy, according to which it will pay at least $10
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Engineers Association; and Jameel Al-Nemri, former PM and Secretary-
General of the Jordanian Social Democratic Party.

The participants presented several thoughts and discussed different
matters at the sidelines of the event. For instance, the plan constitutes a
fundamental challenge to the Palestinian, Jordanian and Arab stands within
the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict. As the implementation of the
scheme would settle the issue in favour of Israel but not solve it, the
Palestinian cause will be liquidated at the expense of the security of Jordan,
in particular, and the pan-Arab security, in general.

Finally, the participants agreed that, even if the Israelis and Americans
impose unilateral steps without the Palestinian consent, the rejection of the
plan by the Palestinians is likely to make it a failure. The outcome is not
more than conflict management within the balance of the current powers.
Furthermore, the best response on the Palestinian front is to achieve national
unity and agree on the national project, which would support the
Palestinians in countering this plan.

Reports and Articles

Decreasing Cost of Occupation on Israel: Causes and Future
Ra’ed Nu’eirat

As some are talking about ‘clean occupation’ and the low cost of the
Israeli occupation, it has become necessary to look for the causes. The
problem has repercussions to the future of the Palestinian issue by gradually
consolidating the occupation and its policies in the Palestinian territories. It
makes it useless to discuss future solutions, whether with regard to
settlement or the shrinking role of the Palestinian Authority in the West
Bank.

The first cause is associated with the Palestinian level. Examples may
be seen in the restrictions imposed by the Oslo agreement items on the
resistance, the unplanned Palestinian political and economic policies and the
national divide. Consequently, Israel was able to thrive and target all the
Palestinian parties, in both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.

At the Arab level, the Arab Spring resulted in worse dictatorships,
which seek the US satisfaction and the persistence of their regimes.
Moreover, some countries are already busy with internal conflicts.
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However, there are some chances for the scheme. One of them is
Israel’s readiness to implement it under Netanyahu’s or the following
government and bear the consequences. Another is the US capability to
intervene in the Palestinian political system, by counting on geo-strategic
wealthy Arab states to exert pressure when necessary. A third one is the US
veto in the Security Council to thwart any Arab or Palestinian proposal
against the plan.

In light of the plan components, the future lies between a number of
scenarios. The first is the modification of the scheme. The second is the
launch of bilateral political negotiations with the plan as a reference.
However, the above two are not very likely. The fourth is turning only into a
‘means’ to serve Netanyahu’s and Trump’s election agendas. The third is
Trump’s success in encouraging the Israelis to carry out the plan
unilaterally, which is depends on the international community’s facilitation
to pass it, as was the case with the declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel.

Scholarly Report on the Options to Face the Deal of the
Century Symposium

MESC
Tuesday, 25 February 2020

The MESC and the Jordanian Political Science Association held a joint
symposium titled Options to Face the Deal of the Century. It was attended
by distinguished Jordanian, Palestinian and other Arab specialists.

Session One, chaired by Dr Mohammad Al-Qatatsha, Dean of the
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah Il School of International Studies at the
University of Jordan, discussed the content and repercussions of the Deal of
the Century. The speakers were Dr Waleed Abdul-Hai, Professor of
International Relations at Yarmouk University; former minister Dr Ameen
Mashagba, Professor of International Relations at the University of Jordan;
and Jawad Al-Hamad, MESC’s Director General.

Session One, chaired by Dr Ahmed Saieed Nofal, Professor of Political
Science, explored the Palestinian and Jordanian options to face the plan. The
speakers were Dr Ayman Yousef, Professor of Political Science at the Arab
American University of Palestine; Atef Al-Jolani, writer and political
analyst; Dr Hassan Al-Momani, Professor of International Relations at the
University of Jordan; Eng. Abdul-Hadi Al-Falahat, Head of the Agricultural
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of Jerusalem being the united capital of Israel. Moving to the case of
settlement, most of US initiatives has dealt with it by neglect or by asking it
to be stopped temporarily. Then came the “Deal of the Century” to consider
it to be legal and embodied in Israel’s suggested map for a final solution.
When talking about the Palestinian State and its borders, US suggestions
have moved from talking about “Interim Self-Governing Authority” which
is regarded to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in some initiatives, to
propounding “two-state solution” with the precept of “territorial exchange”,
ending with the idea of external sovereignty diffused “state” and a state of
diminished internal sovereignty, divided, disarmed, and deprived from the
authority of passages and skies which is all mentioned in the “Deal of the
Century”.

The report has come into an end that what have been propounded in the
“Deal of the Century” conflicts with most of the past US suggestions. That
is apart from it conflicting with historical facts, Palestinian people’s legal
rights, and international law and resolutions.

Deal of the Century: Challenges, Opportunities and Scenarios

Jawad Al-Hamad

Attended by Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu, US President announced
in the White House his plan for a ‘fair’ peace. He included the following
items: ending the Palestinian refugees issue with no return and no clear
compensation; ending the Jerusalem issue to be completely Jewish and the
undivided capital of Israel; approving the temporal and spacial division of
Al-Agsa Mosque and allowing prayer for all faiths; endorsing the Jewish
nature of the State of Israel to be inclusive for Jews; terminating the project
of the Palestinian statehood with all its titles, which means terminating the
right of self-determination; turning the Palestinian West Bank territories,
which is called the Future State into separate cantons with self-rule under
full Israeli control; and Israeli inclusive annexation of all the Jewish
settlements in the West Bank.

In return, the plan is faced by several major challenges in different
aspects and at different levels. The most important is the Palestinian public
and official rejection, which can prevent it and isolate any Palestinian who
would accept to take part. Others are related to the increasing criticism
among the Europeans, Africans, Arabs and Muslims, even among the US
friends and allies, along with the possibility of Donald Trump’s failure in
the US elections 2020.
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It is concluded that the scheme plainly states conditions and criteria for
the Palestinians to meet within a given period to deserve statehood. It sets
out, under the foundations of the Palestinian State, that the US will
encourage other countries to welcome Palestine as a fully-fledged member
of the international organizations. The question which needs to be raised is:
if the negotiations are conducted according to this plan, will it wipe all the
efforts exerted by the Palestinian Liberation Organization and Palestinian
Authority in the last few years to place the State of Palestine on the global
map and gain the recognition of many countries and international
organizations and, then, go back to square one?

Major US Peace Initiatives for Arab — Israeli Conflict
From Rogers Plan to Deal of the Century

Abdulgader Amer

The report approaches main US plans and initiatives regarding the Arab
— Israeli conflict since 1967 until 2020. It then draws a comparison between
what has been stated in these initiatives about the main cases of conflict and
between what has been mentioned in President Donald Trump’s plan “Deal
of the Century” that has been declared in the 28th of January,2020.

The report reviews the following; William Rogers’ initiative 1969 —
1980 (The Rogers Plan also known as Deep Strike), and Zbigniew
Brzezinski in1977, Camp David Accords in 1978, President Ronald Reagan
initiative in1982, The Madrid Peace Conference letter of Invitation in 1991,
Camp David negotiations in 2000, The Road Map in 2003, Annapolis
Conference in 2007, John Kerry’s two-state plan for peace in the Middle
East in 2016, and Donald Trump’s Plan / “Deal of the Century” in 2020.

The US presentation of solutions for the main cases of conflict has
never been the same nor constant all the time. Take the case of refugees, for
example, the first initiatives were stating “Refugees are to choose between
going back to Israel or to be settled with indemnities presented to them”. On
the other hand, further initiatives have presented the refugees “indemnities”
only and tried to have them settled in their present whereabouts, or allowed
limited numbers of them to go back to the assumed “Palestinian State”. AsS
for Jerusalem, US propounds has passed three different stages; first of
which was considering it Israel’s united capital, followed by the solution of
sovereignty partition in Jerusalem by which it acts as a capital of two states.
Lastly, US suggestions brought back in the “Deal of the Century” the idea
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bold action from President Mahmoud Abbas and the National Palestinian
Authority concerning the route taken by the authority and At-Tahrir
organization. There will be hope if these factors were present. It seems
though that things are not the way we mentioned until now.

His Excellency asserts that the starting-point is Palestinian people’s
struggle and decision. The more the decision is firm and interrelated without
interfere, the better the chance of the deal’s annulment.

File Issue: Deal of the Century

Deal of the Century: Content Analysis
Abdullah Al-Majali

On January 28 2020, President Donald Trump announced the US peace
plan to solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, known in media as the Deal of
the Century.

The White House event was attended by Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu, who stood next to Trump, along with several diplomats
including 3 Arab ambassadors.

The present report analyzes the content of the US plan in its political
part, in terms of form and content. The examination is isolated from any
opinions or reactions by any party involved. That would help identify the
long-term targets and the Trump administration’s view of the conflict.

The analysis finds that the vision is centered on prosperity. It supposes
that the Palestinians’ fundamental issue is economy and that they should be
qualified to be eligible for a state. However, it ultimately gives them a rather
self-rule entity, which it calls a State. It also settles the final status matters in
favor of the Israelis, stating that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel, and the
settlements are part of the State of Israel and will persist. On the other hand,
the Palestinian refugees shall neither return nor be compensated.

It is found that the phrasing of the plan attempts to provide whatever is
possible to guarantee the security, protection and continuity to the State of
Israel, while the Palestinians can only enjoy the title but not the essence of a
state. In addition, it evidently aims at integrating the Hebrew State in the
region, not only by establishing normal ties with ‘neighbors’, but also by
building alliances with them.
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forums, associations and unions, which would lead to cross-national
consensus on true priorities for the public path of the state and society.

Issue's Interview: Seconed Episode: With His Excellency, Mr.
Taher Al Masri

The Direction of the Palestinian Cause Crisis: Particular
Political, Intellectual Dialogues

In this enhanced dialogue, His Excellency Mr. Al- Masri, thinks that
the Palestinian Case nowadays witnesses several crises, and warns that the
Zionist enterprise will stay the way it is. Further, the Israeli advance in the
occupied territories will stay combinatorial and fast under the on-going
Palestinian diaspora, and the Arab and international situation.

Al-Masri emphasizes that the Palestinian case suffers from three main
factors controlling it, first is the enemy; which is the Zionist enterprise been
put years ago. The 2nd factor is the absence of a real state or government for
Palestinians since the very beginning of the Zionist enterprise hundred years
ago, especially that they’re confronting an organized enemy which is united
in its directions. Lastly comes the third factor, which is Palestinians depend
on their Arab fellows who present nothing but political efforts and formal
protocols having no whatsoever effect on the organized Zionist attack
launched, 1948 war, in particular.

His Excellency affirms that ending the division of Palestinian people is
a fundamental stage regarding the development of the Palestinian case,
positive was it or negative. If it really happened, it is positive. Since it is still
on-going now. Nowadays, it is a negative factor seeing the volume of
marked danger against the Palestinian case. Both sides are imposed to
disclaim or reach to an agreement, and they both have lost the case.

As for the “Deal of the Century”, it is denied by everybody, and the
fact of the map showed to Arab by Trump’s government is a big lie. For it
can’t be a state, and never will be. There is no real sovereignty by all means.
Nor it has exits to the world except through an Israeli exit. Moreover, all
means of sovereignty, work, economy and skies are under Israeli control. It
is much lesser than self- government. It is an island in the middle of Israel.

As for the deal, His Excellency thinks that we need Palestinian effort
first, secondly we need a Palestinian reconciliation, thirdly an Arabian one,
fourthly an Islamic one, fifthly an international one, and last but not least, a
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the very opposite to their vision and threatens the different pan-Arab
interests in Palestine and outside. When any wise person investigates the
history and reality of Zionism, they cannot gamble on intentions or talks
with Israel or Trump’s rightist administration.

Research & Studies
Iraqi Public Protests: Causes and Repercussions

Abdul-Salam Baghdadi

The first wave of the (recent) public protests broke out on October 1,
2019, stopped on the 9th and resumed on 25th of the same month. They
have continued until completing the present study, which discusses the
realities, features, participants, causes, demands and objectives of the
protests. It also explores the government’s responses as well as national and
international reactions.

It is argued that Iraq is witnessing a fierce battle in several aspects. Due
to the politicians’ failure to run the country’s different affairs, solve crises
and set public policies to place it within successful states, the country is
loaded with issues. Therefore, the demonstrations are huge.

The solutions are believed to basically lie in the state institutions, but
not in the framework of the parties allied to share the benefits of the
authority, by restoring the lost dignity of the civil, political and military
establishments. As a first step, a temporary agreement needs to be made
between the authorities and the protesters to hand power to a transitional
cabinet to prepare for early elections under tough international monitoring.

In parallel, the action of the authorities shall be rationalized, by means
of enhancing the controlling administrative systems which guarantee
integrity and prevent corruption and waste, always setting innovative and
vibrant plans to secure permanent public participation and creating
partnerships with specialized bodies to decide on different public affairs.
Partnership is about decision making and setting public policies, while an
authority which is isolated from people would soon perish.

It is concluded that the action of the authorities can be rationalized and
advanced only through developing the public sphere among relevant
segments, in a way that enhances interactive democracy which adopts
constructive dialogue for general interests. It is dialogue, through public
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Editorial
Deal of the Century: A Leap into the Unknown

Editor

Ambiguity and suspicion surround the US plan called Deal of the
Century, which is analyzed in this editorial. It is not clear what will happen
to the Palestinian issue, will all its aspects, and the Palestinian people in and
out of Palestine. The plan is phrased in a way that places both on the waiting
list. It sets no definite shape, time or content with regard to matters related
to the Arabs and Palestinians. The Jordanians, in particular, are uncertain
about the future of their political system (structure, people, geography and
demography).

The scheme gives the Palestinians a 4-year chance to meditate and
negotiate with the Israelis to achieve the impossible conditions set to label
their cantons a ‘state’. It is unknown how this (Palestinian) entity will be
founded in such cantons, how it will function and how the financing will
truly build an impossible development in this large prison, which is
besieged by the Israeli army from the four directions.

It is also uncertain what the Arab countries should do to cooperate with
Israel in the face of Iran and the organizations labelled ‘terrorist’ by the US,
such as Hamas, the Islamic Jihad, Hezbollah and BDS.

What is more, the deal does not give the Arabs anything in return.
Instead, it promises to make them counter Iran in a bid to protect the US and
Israeli security and interests. In fact, it identifies specific signs for the
unknown destiny when it discusses the future of enhancing the Israeli
existence, influence and capabilities, and when it aspires for the Arabs’
wealth to support the Israeli projects, like those of natural gas and tourism.

The items were not announced to receive feedback, but to be
implemented even unilaterally. Let whoever accept it, and let whoever stay
out of peace. Although it may be approved by unidentified Palestinians,
there is ambiguity in the plan with reference to the future of the Palestinian
people. That adds to the implications of liquidating the Palestinian issue,
accomplishing the Israeli aspirations, especially of the far right and risking
the Palestinian rights. Since it handles the existence and rights of the
Palestinian as residents under complete Israeli sovereignty, which means it
is just a deal of surrender to the occupation.

In conclusion, the question that naturally occurs to the mind is: How
will the Arabs and Palestinians counter and thwart the deal? It constitutes
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