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level. Covid-19 has proved that pathogens can not only infect people but
poison the entire just-in-time system.”

With the disruption in the chain supply and market products, capital as
in companies and multinationals could well revert back to the state and its
institutions for help as happened in America during the latest pandemic
when the Trump administration injected $2 trillion in assistance to the
economy and a $100 billion to the health system. This is in addition to $700
billion it injected into financial institutions and businesses through the
Troubled Assets Relief Program (TARP)%.

At the time of writing coronavirus numbers were still increasing albeit
at a lower rate. This pandemic will be remembered for a long time to come.
It will certainly be one of the many plagues world society had come to cope
with starting from the Middle Ages and before.

After lockdown world systems and nation-states are starting to come
back to life although the peak in such countries like Russia and in Brazil,
Colombia and Chile is still to come. Society will contain the virus as it is a
historical inevitability but the ideas, concepts and systems put forward in
this article will be revamped, undergo further analysis and rewritten again.
This disease has become an eye-opener for all to see and it’s up to world
leaders and economic and political systems to draw new pathways and
coping strategies, especially reading the dilemma of human, capital and
state.

It also includes the idea of improving and developing health systems at
international as well as at local levels. It also opened a new chapter in
returning to agriculture and basic need of chain products off wood to be
reconsidered at the main input of the GDP rather than tourism.

Finally the pandemic established the real civilization challenge toward
system at all levels to be restructured adequately to succeed facing such
global crisis in the future.

2 https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/01/coronavirus-stimulus-package-white-house-

is-not-planning-4th-bill.html
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continuing importance of the nation-states despite regional and international
linkages, alliances and where geographical blocs and spread came to exist as
part of world nation-states system in the 20" century. The ideas of the state
and governments starting to lockdown its people, both on geographical
regions and nationally for health protection and shutting down their borders
between other friendly nations and states shows that sovereignty must be
understood on the local level.

The coronavirus clearly demonstrated that it was locality, regionalism
and statehood that was the issue despite the fact many political scientists
and international relations expert has long suggested that it is the world
system that dominated nationhood.

As well as lockdown, the ability to take political and policy decisions
over the nations, states have the control over multitude of national public
institutions as well as the security apparatuses like the police, army and
different instruments of state. With all these at its disposal it has been able
to impose lockdown procedures and curfews and control how these are to be
instituted with geographical regions under its sovereignty.

Under the present Covid-19 conditions the state has been able to
demonstrate that it has the top hand versus capitalism, private enterprise and
investment through dictation of economic policy, business practices and by
simple regulation working hours and payment of wages and salaries through
long lockdown days.

This is because Covid-19 represented a “a dramatic new stage in global
capitalism” as Laurie Garrett argues, pointing to the vulnerability of the
world’s financial and economic system to disruption whilst leading to
fundamental change and long-lasting economic effects because of global
supply chains brought out by the nature of global manufacturing that
surpasses the state?.

He puts it thus: “Globalization allowed companies to farm out
manufacturing all over the world and deliver their products to markets on a
just-in-time basis, bypassing the cost of warehousing. Inventories that sat on
the shelves for more than a few days were considered market failures.
Supply had to be sourced, and shipped on a carefully orchestrated global

%8 https://foreignpolicy.com/author/laurie-garrett/
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happen is that its processes will alter across the board including
renationalization of economic process, it would be a different kind of
commerce and there will be more dependence on digitalization with new
digital practices online.

But Zurn opens up a new whole debate between international relations
(i.e. the world and nation-states). Modern political theorists in Europe and
America have been quick to jump on the coronavirus bandwagon and
explore ideas and beliefs, practice and theory.

Professor Stephen M. Walt of Harvard University says the global
pandemic will “strengthen the state and reinforce nationalism”. This is a
point that quickly happened when states, the world-over, started adopting
emergency lockdown measures to manage the crisis. Walt adds many
governments will be unwilling to “relinquish these new powers when the
crisis is over”. This is because of their newly-found strength and the ability
of the state to dictate**.

On the point of globalization and on a more controversial path he adds
COVID-19 will create a world that is less open, less prosperous, and less
free...and “the combination of a deadly virus, inadequate planning, and
incompetent leadership has placed humanity on a new and worrisome path.

Nevertheless, it is the dominance of the nation-state that we are talking
about— the state sovereignty against internationalism, worldism,
interdependence and/or mutual cooperation between states which was
lacking as the virus got underway and started its grueling attack in countries
like Italy, France and Britain when everyone started to take a more
parochial/regionalist view.

Despite European bloc pan-nationhood for example, when Italy needed
health system support it had to turn to countries like Russia?®, China®® and
Turkey?” who offered gladly. This in turn, speaks volumes about the

2 https://foreignpolicy.com/author/stephen-m-walt/

% https://www.aa.com.tr/en/health/russia-sends-medical-aid-to-us-to-help-fight-
covid-19/1788290

2 https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-03-19/France-thanks-China-for-providing-
medical-aid-amid-COVID-19-0ZI08edE6Q/index.html

" https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/turkey-sent-aid-to-at-
least-57-countries-to-fight-virus/1820195
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today than it has ever been, our notions of whether this is good or bad has
been altered by Covid-19"°.

For one thing, it is the “global village” with its appendages of
communications, transport and connectivity that is being blamed for
spreading the virus not least of all, via, air travel, sea travel and cruise liners
that have carried Covid-19 from one geographical area to another.

From the notion of the “global village” came the idea of
globalization®, a concept that gained wider currency from the 1990s to
describe a “one-world” characterized by interdependence, connectivity,
economic diversification and distribution of resources along north-south
countries and rise of the Asian tigers in the late 1990s with China, Korea,
Singapore, Malaysia and Taiwan taking the reign of industrialization and
economic development®.

A globalized world didn’t however necessarily mean a more equal one
with stark divisions between developed countries and less developed ones
and between rich and poor but the term gained favored currency up till now
where academics like Robin Niblett who said recently “the coronavirus
pandemic could be the straw that breaks the camel’s back of economic
globalization” and that “beneficial globalization” is unlikely to return and
that “it will then take enormous self-discipline for political leaders to sustain
international cooperation®.

In a dramatic tone as well, German social scientist Michael Zurn says it is
clear Covid-19 is going to alter the notion of globalization where it will no
longer mean what it used to as implies in his article in which he asks about the
death of globalization and by implication, the return of the nation-state?.

He says despite the virus pandemic spreading the globe-over, it is “very
premature” to talk about the end of globalization but what in fact will

19 http /limaginations.glendon.yorku.ca/?p=10198
https://www.piie.com/microsites/globalization/what-is-globalization;

https://www globalization101.org/what-is-globalization/

2 https://www.e-ir.info/2014/10/16/the-asian-tigers-from-independence-to-

industrialisation/
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were New York, California, New Jersey and Massachusetts with additional
cities like Seattle, Los Angeles and New Orleans™. Still later Covid-19
began to hit what is described as rural America in places like Georgia, Des
Moines, lowa and Amarillo®®.

With lockdown, came economic slumps and recessions as the first
quarter of 2020 registering a 4.8% loss, the most significant economic
decline since the 2008/09 when the US economy shrank by 8.4% in the
same quarter®’.

China

China is seen today as the source country of this global pandemic.
Although there is today much debate on the date of the crisis in spite of
January 2020, it is agreed that the virus came from the city of Wuhan city.
But it is here in the city of Wuhan that the deaths initially started but the
disease soon spread to different corners of the globe in Asia, to Iran, the
Middle East and onward to European countries which took the major brunt
and on to the United States'®,

World Politics, Globalization, and Nation-State debate

Covid-19 has re-introduced new theories and rekindled debates about
how we see the world. The deadly disease has reordered new trends and
forced many to look at old theories and new perspectives with concepts
about how we see the globe that has come under attack not through space
aliens, nuclear war, huge icebergs and weather changes but by a mere virus
that can’t be seen by the naked eye.

Today, and because of the virus, new concepts are replacing what are
seen as outdated ones. While it is true the notion of a “global village” coined
by Marshall McLuhan, a Canadian Sociologist in late 1960s to describe the
world brought closer by communications and transport, a term that is truer

> https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html

16 https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2020-05-12/covid-19-now-
reaching-into-rural-america

1" https://www.ft.com/content/06493320-083a-4a7d-94cc-8db581f9ed03

8 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/timeline-china-coronavirus-spread-
200126061554884.html
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growth®. Economists say this is the worst economic depression in the last
90 years, even harder than the great Depression of the early 1930s°.

What has happened to the global economy is only the tip of the iceberg
with stocks and shares in limbo, blue chips shares — the so-called best
industrial shares — at an all town low as price collapse of major resource raw
material across the globe manifest itself in different sectors®’. Evidence of
this is the international oil markets where the prices for different grade oils
took a steep dive from $68 per barrel at the beginning of the year to $53 per
barrel and to around $20 at the end of April 2020 and then to $39.62 by
the end of June 2020.

The fact that there had been too much oil on the markets which had
become “unsalable” as the result of the coronavirus when the world demand
shrank by one-third speaks volumes of an industry that has suffered much in
the last few months. A tattered oil industry persists with oil futures took a
tumble for the first time in decades to below-zero triggering a psychological
shock of what is going to happen next®.

The US

Just like European countries that registered unprecedented daily Covid-
19 deaths, especially in Italy whose government took grueling lockdown
measures followed by Spain, France and the UK, the United States was also
obliged to shut-down its cities, industries and economic sectors.

By late of June 2020 the number of Covid-19 cases registered in
America struck over the 1 million marks with over 125,000 deaths and with
a loss of life larger than the imagined earlier **. Among the worst affected

% http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/308981560187921635/211398-Ch01.pdf

1% https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52236936

1 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/investing/investment-ideas/article-how-the-
global-financial-system-almost-collapsed-in-march-the/
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economic sectors were international airlines that very soon became
grounded because there was no demand for air travel and these have
suffered major losses both in revenues and profits with losses in ticket sales
estimated at $84 billion with the figure set to shoot up if the coronavirus is
not contained®.

All major airlines and small ones that dominated the air corridors of the
skies as a crucial form of transport just stopped operating because air travel
was seen as the major source of Covid-19 virus’ carriers and because
suddenly another important economic sector that of tourism came to a
standstill*. The devastation of this sector is starker when it is considered that
tourism has a “knock-on” effect on say hotels, catering industry and local
and regional on-the-ground transport. The World Tourism Organization
predicts that global tourism will fall by 20% to 30% in 2020 with losses
between $300 and $450 billion in international tourism receipts®.

This is just the immediate effect of global lockdown. Another is of
course, major manufacturing industries with vast bankruptcies and mass job
losses across the world with virtually every economic sector experiencing
financial constraints and lack of liquidity. The International Labour
Organization said that an additional 25 million jobs would be lost because
of Covid-19 and that this is in addition to the global unemployment that
stands at 190 million®. These have persisted as most governments, except
for a few like Sweden’, took lockdown and curfew measures of social
distancing to prevent human interaction to keep the virus at bay®.

Whilst it’s difficult to produce accurate figures because it depends on
how long the pandemic persists— with some projecting that it will go into
2021 and even 2022, the World Bank already paints a grim picture with the
world  economic  outlook standing at minus three  percent

3 Coronavirus: Airlines set for ‘worst' year on record, BBC,9/6/2020 accessed
2716/2020, https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52983756

* https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/01/how-coronavirus-spreads-
on-a-plane/

® https://www.unwto.org/news/international-tourism-arrivals-could-fall-in-2020

® https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061322

" https://qz.com/1842183/sweden-is-taking-a-very-different-approach-to-covid-19/
®https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-
diseases/coronavirus/coronavirus-social-distancing-and-self-quarantine
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Covid-19, The Nation- State and World Politics

By Marwan Asmar

Ghost towns, deserted cities, empty streets and vacant neighborhoods
with lockdowns and curfews. This is the world in 2020. Everyone and every
country are under lock and key from China, India, Iran, Kuwait, Jordan,
Israel, Italy, France, Spain and across to Britain, over the Atlantic and into
the United States and down into South America like Brazil, Chile and
Colombia where the killer virus is biting hard. This not to say anything
about Afrlca where the virus is also expected to spiral as a “ticking time-
bomb”". It’s estimated around 190 countries have been infected by a bug
you can’t see under the microscope.

This is not a fantasy movie that Hollywood has produced with many
film variations over the last two decades. It’s for real with people in their
hundreds of 1000s by what is tantamount to an infection, not your common
cold, nor influenza but a virus that damages your lungs till there is no
oxygen or air to breathe.

Covid-19 is the latest deadly disease as the world grapples with it but
little success. While a vaccine and treatment will eventually be found,
Covid-19 pertains to the SARS that began in China and found its way in 250
other countries.

But SARS is minuscule compared to Covid-19, whose spread-potency
has proved and is proving, very fast and, in some cases, fatal. In just four
months - from late December 2019 till late of June 2020, Covid-19 spread
throughout the world with mind-boggling numbers with over 10 million
infected till June 2020 and almost half million deaths as documented by
Johns Hopkins University with the numbers growing by the day® This is
despite the fact that many countries have said the death rates have reached
their peaks and are slowing down.

Economic Devastation

Human lockdowns also came to mean economic lockdowns with all
businesses in the world coming to a virtual standstill. Initially, worst
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The article also looks at the power of the state and how it used its
legislative arms and security apparatuses to enforce the lockdowns and stop
people from public movement through different laws, regulations, and
procedures. The state found itself it had much greater legitimate power than
it previously sought to exercise applying itself in all sectors of social and
economic life.

The virus also— and which the article discusses— rekindles the debate
existing between political theorists and international relations experts who
long attempted to build a dynamism between the state as an entity and world
politics and the relations between the two. The view that the state was
defunct in place of globalization was clearly no longer the case.

Thus, factual and theoretical frameworks were used in discussion with
inputs provided by different experts. The virus pandemic is likely to
continue to generate debate about heath becoming a central economic and
political issue on a worldwide scale.
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issue becomes related to reconciling different interests or entering a blatant
war. Here it becomes important to approach countries’ behavior and classify
it according to supporting or undermining the legitimate government. In this
context, reference can be made to countries seeking to build legitimacy that
allows them to intervene, battles around Sirt — Aljafra and the inability of
Libyan parties to acquire authority may contribute to weakening the role of
neighboring countries because of the intense intervention of major powers
and the vague horizons of the political solution.
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Report
Covid-19: The Nation- State and World Politics

Marwan Asmar

This article analyzes the relationship between the deadly Covid-19
disease, the state, and international relations. First, it looks into the
magnitude of the coronavirus pandemic on the global level, providing
background information on the development of the disease from one
geographical area to the next and how it literally spread from East to West,
and the northern and southern hemispheres whilst engulfing the globe.

A picture of economic devastation is also drawn with the disease-
causing global lockdowns and stand-stills with virtually every single
economic sector going into depression. Tourism, international transport,
aviation, oil and energy, stock markets, manufacturing industry, were
particularly hit. The world went from various degrees of prosperity to
sudden slumps and recession as it stopped operating with inevitable
dislocations in production.
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economy. The initiative comprises several ways, such as the land Silk Road,
Maritime Silk Road, and recently the Polar Silk Road. The northern
Maritime Road consists of three corridors, the northwest, the Southwest —
extending along the borders with Russia until the Norwegian coast — and the
one in the international waters.

The report also refers to the mechanisms taken by China to boost the
political and economic ties with the Arabs through regional cooperation
forums, as well as the preliminary impacts of the Covid-19 crisis on such
economic relations.

It 1s concluded that Beijing’s employment of the Health Silk Road
through the Belt and Road Initiative to boost its international status depends
on two significant factors. The first is its ability to overcome its internal
economic issues, resulting from the coronavirus crisis, and then occupy an
important place in the world order. The second is the size of the medical
supplies granted to the Arab countries. Therefore, the political and strategic
repercussions of the new crunch will be a vital point, which would leave
deep structural impacts on the world order, in general, and the type of Arab-
Chinese relations, in particular.

Strategic Developments in the Libyan Conflict with its
Regional Repercussions

Khairi Omar

Since the beginning of April, 2020, Libya witnessed rapid
developments, after which clashes moved from the Tripoli suburbs to the
central region, Seirt and Aljafra, causing the defeat of Haftar’s forces and
their retreat to the Libyan west. This is an important change in the armed
struggle, because it gives the legitimate coalition government an outlet from
the successive pressures that were accompanied by anxiety about the fall of
the capital Tripoli. Haftar’s defeat in the Libyan west led to domestic and
foreign political changes and shifts in the position of countries supporting
the coalition government, which enjoys international legitimacy. In this
analysis we try to explain the impact of these transformations in Libya on
the position of regional countries, especially neighboring countries, such as
Algeria and Egypt, in addition to regional initiatives and the Turkish role.

The analysis concludes that the increased number of international
players in Libya adds to the intensity of international competition, especially
in regards to increased restrictions on regional parties, therefore, the main
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any relative agreements, which weakens the Palestinian authority and limits
its role to a civil local administration for certain parts of the West Bank. On
the Jordanian level, the annexation is a blow to the Jordanian policy towards
the Palestinian Issue. This step violates the Jordanian — Israeli peace treaty
and threatens Jordan’s higher interests; Jordan considers the annexation of
the Jordan Valley as a security and strategic threat.

On the Israeli level, the Israeli prime minister, sees the annexation as a
historical expansionary opportunity for Israel and to drag the Palestinians
into more concessions by putting new basis and conditions to resume future
negotiations with the Palestinians. Annexation has negative impact on
Israel, for it weakens Israel’s international position, highlights it as an
“Apartheid” regime, threatens peace treaties and weakens regional peace.

The report comes to a number of indications summed up by the
annexation polices for Palestinian territory in the American “Peace Plan”;
these include, Israel is moving on with its old colonial Zionist project in the
region; it seeks to unilaterally liquidate the Palestinian issue; the majority of
Israeli political spectrum favors extremist right wing policies causing the
Israeli society to move towards the extreme right, which threatens the Arab
national security and that of other countries. The Israeli rapprochement with
certain Arab regimes and calls for normalization during past years didn’t
push Israel towards peace, but rather towards more extremist policies.

Future of Arab-Chinese Ties in Light of the Belt and Road
Initiative

Samar Ibrahim Mohammad

A strategic shift is taking place in the Chinese foreign policy, which is
intended to set Beijing’s policy in the next 30 years to make it the closest to
lead the world in the 21st century. Therefore, China is attempting to
enhance investments and boost economic ties with all the world countries,
especially those with geo-strategic significance, in a bid to secure its
increasing economic requirements of energy and cope with its own growing
economy. It launched the Belt and Road Initiative in 2013, which constitutes
its geo-political aspiration to enhance its One Belt, One Road policy. It is
aimed at reviving the old trade Silk Route, which connected China to
Central Asia, the Middle East and Europe.

Beijing managed to forge special corridors and roads to leverage its
role at the regional and international levels, as it is no longer merely about
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threat level, at which most of the lockdown on movement, business and
services were lifted.

On 17 March, the Defence Law no. 13 of 1992 was enforced based on a
royal decree. It was aimed at confronting, within the least necessary limits,
the health, administrative and economic impacts of the pandemic. Then, it
lead to the issue of 12 defence orders, which empowered the government to
disrupt, amend and create a set of regulatory acts for preventive, economic
and administrative procedures. The target was to strike a balance between
social distancing, which confines the virus through strict measures in
business and movement, on the one hand, and easing such measures to
safeguard the basic rights of the middle and low classes in employment,
education, health and nourishment, on the other.

Reports and Articles

Israeli Annexation of Large Quantities of Land in the West
Bank and Jerusalem — The Jordan Valley and Settlements —
Events, Connotations and Reflections

Saeed Allaham

The announcement of the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
of his plan to annex the Jordan Valley and settlements in the West Bank in
coordination with the US administration is a continuation of Israeli efforts to
annex Palestinians lands which it occupied in 1967, affirming its
sovereignty over these lands and declaring them part of Israel.

It also comes in harmony with the US “Peace Plan”, which was
declared by Trump in January, 29, 2020, and which proposes the annexation
of 30 percent of the occupied West Bank to Israeli sovereignty. Israel is
preparing new maps to include lands it intends to annex to become an
integral part of the (State of Israel), jointly with the Americans. Annexation
is expected to include 30 — 45 percent of West Bank territory during this
stage, which will have major repercussions on the Palestinian Issue and the
Arab-Israeli conflict.

This report discusses the impact of annexing large parts of the West
Bank on the Israeli, Jordanian and Palestinian levels. On the Palestinian
level, the annexation project misses the opportunity of establishing a viable
contiguous Palestinian state; it also ends the course of Oslo negotiations or
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spend on programs and arrangements to confront the crisis in its various
health, social and economic dimensions. It recommends approving a unified
strategy to confront this epidemic based on achieving a balance between the
individual measures of Arab countries with their capabilities and the
collective Arab level. The cooperation is to be under the coordination of the
Arab League and the Council of Arab Health Ministers, which allows the
grouping of forces, their gathering, and the utilization of the available Arab
capabilities.

The creation of Arab banking blocs to finance economic operations and
many joint mechanisms and bodies supported by governments are part of
the suggested project features. It also includes the establishment of an "Arab
Scientific Research Fund." Furthermore, it supports the establishment of a
special fund for "advanced technology education,” and the establishment of
a "bank of the poor" to oversee poverty reduction in the Arab world. These
mechanisms are supposed to provide financial and medical support for Arab
countries who are not able to confront the crisis and address its
repercussions individually.

In its conclusion, the report recommends the speedy decision-making at
the League of Arab States at the delegate level to adopt this initiative. It
suggests holding an expanded Arab conference, even if it is virtually, from
health, economic, social, and technology experts to discuss and develop
these perceptions and transform them into action plans. It calls on the
Jordanian government to adopt this project as it has achieved notable
successes in the face of this crisis.

Chronology: Coronavirus Crisis & Jordanian Government
Procedures

Omar Al-Jabali

In light of the developments of the Covid-19 outbreak, world
governments rushed to take preventive decisions and procedures to reduce
the health and economic effects of the virus. Such actions varied in terms of
magnitude, duration and public reaction from one country to another,
leading to different outcomes and containment of the pandemic.

The present report covers the period 14 March 2020-18 June 2020. It
lists the decisions and procedures taken by the Jordanian government since
the first cases were announced early March until reaching the intermediate
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rapidly containing the crisis with limited implications in a short period (3-6
months). The second is the adaptation and coexistence with the crisis
repercussions for an extended period (6 Months to a year or a year and a
half). The third scenario is the chaos and the outbreak of the crisis with the
pandemic to develop broadly with failure to contain its repercussions.

The report concludes that the second scenario (adaptation and
coexistence) seems to be the most likely and realistic to happen. The report
pins that this scenario is flexible and may evolve towards the third scenario.
If the Arab states fail to contain the repercussions of the crisis through real
cooperation, solidarity, and effective interdependence, the situation could
develop to other possibilities.

The report examines several Arab options to confront the crisis. It
recommends considering the health and medical field to be placed at the top
of priorities for facing the crisis. It requires proactive and strict measures
and transferring part of the state budgets to serve the health field. In the
political and security area, the report recommends adopting transparency
and openness to people to ensure the achievement of national consensus in
facing the crisis. Such a policy would enhance citizens' cooperation in
implementing strict decisions that limit people's freedoms. In the economic
and financial field, the report offers the possibility of benefiting from
financial contributions by individuals, companies, and organizations of civil
society and the establishment of funds in exchange for reducing dependence
on borrowing from the IMF. It confirms the need for harmonization of
medical priorities and economic plans to stabilize the economy. It
recommends protecting the poor through effective financial resources
management to preempt any possible security unrest.

The team believes that the crisis of the spread of the Corona epidemic
is mobile, as it carries fundamental and sudden changes. It poses a threat to
the status quo, a threat to the survival and stability of countries, and the
possibility of losing control over its results.

The report presents the features of a joint Arab project to undertake
cooperation to confront the crisis and its consequences. It includes the
rationale for the project and its foundations, the strategy for confrontation,
and activating the role of the private sector, and several mechanisms to
achieve it.

Among the most important of these mechanisms is the activation of the
Council of Arab Health Ministers, the establishment of a joint Arab fund to
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important of which are: Companies incur substantial losses in market
capital, amounting to about $ 420 billion during the period between
December 2019 to mid-March 2020. They anticipate the fall of food
security caused by increasing poverty rates. It might raise the needy people
of 1.9 million who suffer from undernutrition.

The reports expect a loss of 5 million jobs, an increase in
unemployment rates by 2%. They anticipate the possibility of the Arab
region to lose $ 42 billion at least from its GDP in 2020.

As for the political dimension, the report sheds light on the internal
governance policies adopted globally and regionally. The engagement of
these countries varied with the crisis came depending on the different
political environment prevailing in each state. On the other hand, some Arab
regimes viewed the crisis as an opportunity to achieve field gains or develop
cases that serve their interests in some hot files in the region, which is what
appeared in the Yemeni and Libyan problems, and to some extent in the
Syrian issue. However, it is still possible to exploit this pandemic and
develop one or more initiatives to stop wars despite the persistent political
differences between the parties. Internally, many readings indicate the
possibility of increased social effects that anticipate chaos and the high rate
of violence and crime due to poverty, hunger, and class conflicts.

In the geostrategic dimension, international possibilities and
repercussions remain open to many options.

The report didn't notice significant activities indicating a specific
direction except for some American naval moves and maneuvers towards
Venezuela or with NATO countries. On the other hand, no activity attracted
attention on the part of China or Russia. The leaders are still satisfied with
the media crossfire, as the world stands before two options. Firstly, to
exploit this pandemic to develop the international system towards
cooperation, prosperity, and transfer of interests. Secondly, to use it to
restore command and control, even by force.

At the regional level, it is not expected to have significant impacts on
hot issues except for what the economic repercussions might cause on the
nature of the geostrategic situation as it might change some of the power
balance in the region.

The report presents three possible scenarios for the Coronavirus crisis
in terms of its repercussions in the Arab world. The first is the scenario of
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Europe became the main focus of its spread. The United States of America
became the first in numbers of deaths and infected people. Isolation and
social distancing were the primary strategies recommended by the World
Health Organization and followed by states.

The governments were confused by the rapid and unexpected
expansion of this pandemic. It forced them to use new tools other than what
their armies and institutions have entrusted in the wars and previous crises.
While the severity of the measures to combat the pandemic varied from one
country to another, the various regional and international organizations did
not show real cooperation in facing this epidemic. They instead showed the
selfish behavior, self-sufficiency, and border closures. Such a phenomenon
has been demonstrated by both the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and
the Arab League as they did not play a significant leadership role in facing
the pandemic. They were considering the weak economic and health
cooperation between their members except for sum bilateral coordination.

Closing borders to traffic, especially air transport, have led to many
global economic imbalances mainly represented by significant disruptions
in production, disruption of global supply chains, and declining global
demand for production of all commodities, especially industrial
manufactures. These economic imbalances resulted in worldwide
consequences, including a sizeable economic contraction and a sharp
decline in economic growth rates in most countries of the world. It also
caused a significant rise in unemployment rates and a sharp fall in tax
revenue in most of the world, accompanied by a substantial increase in
government spending to address the repercussions of the economic and
social crisis. Such policies would lead to higher deficits in the budgets of
many countries, and a significant rise in public debt.

The report expects that the economic and social repercussions in the
Arab world would be more severe than in other developed countries. Such
grave consequences are referred to the economic structural imbalances, and
the large volume of internal and external debts compared to the GDP in
Arab states. The impact of the crisis was more significant in countries
whose economy is heavily dependent on the tourism and oil sectors, as these
two sectors were among the areas most affected.

The report summarized the economic and social repercussions in the
Arab world at different levels as anticipated by the International Monetary
Fund, ESCWA, and the International Labor Organization. The most
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with regard to reconciliation and unity as something unacceptable. The
crisis is becoming more and more complex in different aspects, weather at
the level of the Palestinian leadership or citizens. It is supposed to be a
motive for revival and preference of higher interests at the expense of small
benefits. All the Palestinian factions should be part of decision-making on
the ground and in politics.

As for the repercussions of the issue to the Arabs, Zaki is not happy
with the Arab World conditions, because Israel intervenes in its details.
When Palestine was targeted, all the Arabs became in danger. However,
some people still think that it's only about the Palestinians, and they do not
realize that if Palestine is gone, then Mecca — and any Arab capital — may be
next. It is time to work for a joint future but not for each country by itself.
According to Zaki, we tend to forget that “divided we fall.”

At the international level, Zaki argues that the international stance
depends on the status of the Palestinians. That is, if they counter the Israeli
arrogance and overcome the miserable Arab states’ position with no gaps,
the whole world will stand with the Palestinians.

As for the deal of the century, if all the Arabs, the US and the entire
world agree, it will never pass. The Palestinian people are pioneers of
resistance for their country, according to Zaki.

File Issue: The Corona Crisis and the Arab World

The Coronavirus Crisis: the Repercussions on the Arab World
and Confrontation Strategy

Arab Crises Team
The Corona Virus (Covid-19) pandemic crisis swept the world rapidly
and imposed itself as the central crisis of this century at political, social, and
economic levels. Therefore, the Arab Crises Team-ACT decided to be
devoted to this research. The report here describes the characterization of
the crisis and its environment (international, regional, and Arab), and its
different implications. The report discusses the social, political, and
geostrategic aspects of the crisis in the Arab world. It also presents its
scenarios, its expected repercussions on the Arab world, and the Arab
options to confront and contain this crisis. The report provides, in the end,
the features of a joint Arab project to face the crisis and its repercussions.

The pandemic spread from Wuhan in China to the whole world in a
short period. It affected different segments of societies and states. Later
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While in Lebanon and Iraq represented a challenge to the consensual
pattern of sectarian policies, trying to override this structure which proved
its failure in light of the current elite in classifying polices that leads to wise
ruling or development in ruling patterns which will lead to social or
economic advancement.

In similarity to the Arab Spring experience, the study concluded that
people movements in Algeria and Sudan weren’t able to set up their own
organizations. These movements had two characteristics, weak
organizational contents and weak political and intellectual context which
lessen their political development or building special authority networks.

In its second part, the study concluded the necessity of dismantling
sectarian statements which targets the mobilization of the people against the
other sect to be able to control and manipulate the masses, by developing an
a discourse based on the national interest and springs from its ability to rise
above sectarianism while guaranteeing religious and sectarian freedom.

The study confirmed that Arab People’s movements, whether in the
Lebanese, Iragi or the Algerian Sudanese cases, and former experiences in
the first wave of the Arab Spring in Egypt, Tunisia, Syria and Yemen, will
witness ups and downs and doesn’t expect decisive success in any of these
experiences, given the complicated problems related to the structure of the
state, its economy and job creation, in addition to sectarian, ethnic and
religious problems, as well as the pressure of regional powers the reject
change and sponsors traditionalism. But it is certain that the intellectual and
political development is ongoing throughout the Arab World and produces
advanced records that refines experiences and benefits from old ones.

Issue's Interview: Third Episode: With Mr. Abbas Zaki

The Direction of the Palestinian Cause Crisis: Particular
Political, Intellectual Dialogues

In this detailed dialogue around the Palestinian cause, developments,
and policies of the main Palestinian powers as well as the repercussions to
the future during the next two years, Abbas Zaki - a member of Fatah's
central committee — believes that it is all about the absence of will. The
major issue is unity. What is happening to the Palestinians is a miniature of
what is going on in the Arab landscape of conflict on borders and
unnecessary engagements, which are watched by an enemy, who aspires to
more than Palestine. Mr Zaki also looks at the situation of the Palestinians
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The Arab governments ought to adopt a new policy based on allowing
the public role to be launched in the boycott campaigns against Israel,
forming a unified national body in every Arab country to carry out political
and civic activities. Also, providing political and legal cover for the struggle
of the Palestinian people and their resistance under the comprehensive
confrontation option. Finally, contributing to unite Palestinian factions
under one leadership to lead their struggle against Israeli occupation. They
are to back Palestinian goals to ending the Israeli occupation as well to
establish the full sovereign Palestinian state with Jerusalem city as it's
capital.

Research & Studies

The Transformations in the Arab People's Movements 2018-
2019: Features, Indications, Future and Reflections
Khairi Omar

Mohammad Alzawawi

With the end of 2018, attempts were made to restore political
movements in Arab countries, after it witnessed recession throughout the
year. The People’s movement started in Sudan in December 2018. Other
countries followed, with Algeria starting in February 2019, Iraq in October,
2019, Lebanon in October, 2019, which raises the debate about the return of
another wave of democratic shift in the Arab region, and are these an
extension of the first people’s movement in 2010, which started in Tunisia.
Current events in Lebanon, Irag, Sudan and Lebanon reveal a development
in activists, their demands and their realization of the authorities” maneuvers
and demonstrators’ tactics.

This study seeks to analyze the features of the people’s movements in
Algeria and Sudan in the first part, and Irag and Lebanon in the second in an
attempt to approach the characteristics of these movements, foresee their
paths and their efficiency in political transition. Political movements in
Algeria and Sudan witnessed similar demands and populist nature that
sought to stop the extension of power and calling for the president to step
down and not run for another period. It then changed to reform and
revolutionary demands without the participation of the ruling political elite.
Slogans calling for the liquidation or the overthrowing of the former regime
appeared to reflect the deep gap between authority and protestors.
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Editorial

The Required Arab Role to Confront Israel's Decision to Annex
the Palestinian Territories

Editor

Israel is applying its "deal of the century" part unilaterally, which was
announced in January 2020 by US president Dolad Trump. It is annexing
the Palestinian territories to its sovereignty by force. Israel seeks to
blockade and surround Palestinian homes and communities in the West
Bank and dismember them completely. Israel aims to control internal
movement between Palestinian citizens as well by the outside world,
including the communication with Jordan, which is considered the West
Bank's natural lung.

This move carries internal displacement risks in the West Bank and
Jordan, moreover ending the political negotiations and even provoking the
signed agreements and treaties with the Palestinians and Jordanians.
Accordingly, this step by Israel, if implied, is considered a dramatic
strategic development and change. It includes several dimensions for the
benefit of the extreme current in Israel by transferring Arab-Israeli relations
to a new reality in which Israel is superior in the region as well to end the
Palestinian cause from Arab and international agenda.

The international and regional reactions have only come loud and
dismissive of this Israeli decision. However, it has not yet turned into
programs of action that deters Israel. They still do not agree with a single
strategy even though some of them adhere to diplomacy and negotiation as
the only path that will end by adaptation with the Israeli acquisition. Other
Arab and Palestinian parties are considering the comprehensive
confrontation against emerging Israeli policy as a substantial means to deter
Israel from applying this decision.

The full analysis signifies that such an option is capable of restraining
Israel and putting an end to its provocation policy against Palestinians and
their land. The choice of comprehensive confrontation includes legal,
diplomatic, media, intellectual, and public and official actions as well as the
encounter of Israeli army and settlers in Palestine with the available means.
The role of the Arab world is required to support this option by adopting the
Jordanian and Palestinian position that rejects the Israeli plan, moreover, to
assist at the economic and political level withstand the expected risks. Also,
to exert pressure on the United States, which unfortunately backs the Israeli
plan.
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