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2. Noam Chomsky, US Foreign Policy in the Middle East, Text of lecture
delivered at the UNESCO Palace, Beirut, (Lebanon, May 25, 2010).
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2 Emile El-Hokayem, US Policy in the Gulf: Resisting the Temptation of One-

dimensional Policies, July 23 2013, pp 3 -10, at:
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, accessed July 23, 2013.

2 Lilian Tauber, American Values vs. Foreign Policy Interests in Egypt, Sweet
Briar College Honors Summer Research, 2013., p 16 .
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Conclusion

The Nile Dam project is proving very tough for the nation-state. The
water issue has become a real determinant not because of national identity
but because of economic gains and losses as well as interests beyond the
state, continent, and the world.

Despite negotiations and conflict resolution instruments that is
involving international and regional organizations as well as global powers,
it is the nation-state with its sovereignty that is reigning supreme. The
GERD in the Nile River Case has shown it is the local decision-maker and
leader who is the fulcrum in the policy-making process.
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When to Fill?

Now the Dam is mostly complete, Egypt still has serious issues and
concerns as to when to start filling the Dam. Cairo feels filling the Dam too
quickly will have deleterious effects on its agriculture because it would
block the water flow from the Blue Nile. One Egyptian Ex-Water Minister
says that a 2% drop inflow would result in the loss of 200,000 acres of
farmland for the country and the wiping out of 1 million jobs?. Putting it
another way, Egypt feels it could lose 22% of its water flow and that
thousands of acres of land would be of no use®.

Different water-filling timetables have also been branded about, and
today, these stand as the main points of contention. Starting first of all with
Egypt, it argues, and because of the size of the Dam, equated to be that of
the city of London, the water reservoir should be filled slowly with a time-
limit of between 12 and 21 years®.

Although negotiations between Ethiopia, Egypt, and Sudan is going on
intermittently, this last figure is totally unacceptable despite the conflicting
views coming out of Addis Ababa. Ethiopia's Water Minister Seleshi
Berkeley, for instance, says his country can begin electricity generation by
December 20207,

But bowing to international pressure, Ethiopia developed its own
agenda and water timetable, stating although it can fill the Dam in three
years, it's prepared to have an extended timetable of between four to
seven years with a full hydroelectric plant dubbed to be the largest in
Africa. This has been announced to allay Egyptian fears®. Meanwhile,
contrary to reports that Ethiopia has started to fill the Dam, Addis Ababa
denied this.

22 https://www.kake.com/story/42492810/tensions-over-nile-river-dam-project-as-

heavy-rain-sows-confusion

% https://allafrica.com/stories/202006260165.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-50328647
% Ibid.

https://www.arabnews.com/node/1711286


https://www.kake.com/story/42492810/tensions-over-nile-river-dam-project-as-heavy-rain-sows-confusion
https://www.kake.com/story/42492810/tensions-over-nile-river-dam-project-as-heavy-rain-sows-confusion
https://allafrica.com/stories/202006260165.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202006260165.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-50328647
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1711286
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to war in 1979, and later in 1994 when Egypt started to mass troops in
preparation for military action. On both occasions, it was revealed that
Ethiopia wanted to start constructing a dam on its side of the
border'®. However, although the war/conflict angle was always brought
up, it was never realistic because Egypt doesn't have borders with
Ethiopia, and Khartoum wouldn't likely give Cairo a 'front' to militarily
intervene in Ethiopia. Thus many regarded this argument as non-
practical®.

The political contention between the two countries had been historical
and related to British rule both in Egypt and Sudan. Egypt maintains it has a
historical right to the Nile waters through the 1929 and 1959 treaties that
gave Cairo the right to veto any action that would reduce its share or
allocations and gave the two countries, especially Egypt, the right to much
of the war. In 1959, these water shares became annually fixed for Egypt at
55.5 bcm per year and Sudan at 18.5 bcm per year®.

Ethiopia, later on, rejected these treaties on the ground that they
were made during British colonial rule. Speaking to the Albawaba news
website, Dr. Reem Abou-El-Fadl, a Senior Lecturer in Comparative
Politics of the Middle East at SOAS, University of London, says:
"Ethiopia refuses to recognize the 1929 treaty on the grounds that it was
concluded during the times of British influence and occupation, and that
Ethiopia did not sign it..."*

And hence Ethiopia continued to reject the stance adopted by Egypt.
Further, in 2010 it reached an agreement with six other nations of the
Nile basin that stripped Egypt and Sudan from having any veto power
over Nile River dam projects and hence began to build its Dam in 2011.

7 https://www.gzeromedia.com/dam-it-fighting-over-nile-water

'8 https://carnegie-mec.org/sada/82344
Bhttps://theconversation.com/how-the-grand-renaissance-dam-might-spark-basin-
wide-water-cooperation-143618

20 https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2015/04/28/the-limits-of-the-
new-nile-agreement/
2Ihttps://www.albawaba.com/news/niles-ancient-politics-are-resurfacing-mega-
project-ethiopian-dam-deal-1363389


https://www.gzeromedia.com/dam-it-fighting-over-nile-water
https://www.gzeromedia.com/dam-it-fighting-over-nile-water
https://carnegie-mec.org/sada/82344
https://carnegie-mec.org/sada/82344
https://theconversation.com/how-the-grand-renaissance-dam-might-spark-basin-wide-water-cooperation-143618
https://theconversation.com/how-the-grand-renaissance-dam-might-spark-basin-wide-water-cooperation-143618
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2015/04/28/the-limits-of-the-new-nile-agreement/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2015/04/28/the-limits-of-the-new-nile-agreement/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2015/04/28/the-limits-of-the-new-nile-agreement/
https://www.albawaba.com/news/niles-ancient-politics-are-resurfacing-mega-project-ethiopian-dam-deal-1363389
https://www.albawaba.com/news/niles-ancient-politics-are-resurfacing-mega-project-ethiopian-dam-deal-1363389
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"Egypt is the Gift of the Nile™, meaning it is the country's “lifeline,
livelihood and national security.” This also means the Nile has long been
associated with Egypt, unlike any other country. Egyptian President Abdel-
Fattah Al Sisi underlined this point when he told the 74th UN General
Assembly session in 2019 that "the Nile is a matter of life and existence for
Egypt..."™ This because it cuts through the center of the country, feeds its
agriculture and its domestic and industrial needs.

Put another way, Egypt is totally dependent on the River, with 97
percent provided by the Nile. Further, around 100 million Egyptians depend
on the Nile for its drinking water and domestic needs. The survival issue for
Egypt became tremendous, with the project gearing up to support from
different quarters of the population.

The issue for Sudan is more complicated as it doesn't want to offend
Egypt but, at the same time, has tried to play a balancing role because of its
incoming economic interests, as the GERD would eventually give it access
to cheap electricity from Ethiopia.®> Nevertheless, it has deep safety
concerns about the Dam as well, and the effects it may have on its own
Roseires Dam and the fact it could be inundated with water from the GERD
and lead to real floods, as it has witnessed recently. Hence what Khartoum
wants is greater coordination to iron out technical faults, better resource
management, and the placement of safety procedures®®.

Sore Points

Both Egypt and Ethiopia have long been at loggerheads regarding the
Nile River flow and, later on, the Dam. There has always been a bone of
contention between Cairo and Addis Ababa as the two countries nearly went

Bhttps://www.laits.utexas.edu/cairo/history/ancient/ancient. ntml#:~:text=The%20Gree
k%20historian%20Herodotus%200once,0f%20Egypt's%20water%20for%20agricultur.
Yhttp://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/4/0/370367/Opinion/Egypt%E2%80%9
9s-right-to-water.aspx

' https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/82344
'®https://middle-east-online.com/en/sudan-warns-against-filling-mega-dam-
without-deal


https://www.laits.utexas.edu/cairo/history/ancient/ancient.html#:~:text=The%20Greek%20historian%20Herodotus%20once,of%20Egypt's%20water%20for%20agricultur.
https://www.laits.utexas.edu/cairo/history/ancient/ancient.html#:~:text=The%20Greek%20historian%20Herodotus%20once,of%20Egypt's%20water%20for%20agricultur.
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/4/0/370367/Opinion/Egypt%E2%80%99s-right-to-water.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/4/0/370367/Opinion/Egypt%E2%80%99s-right-to-water.aspx
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/82344
https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/82344
https://middle-east-online.com/en/sudan-warns-against-filling-mega-dam-without-deal
https://middle-east-online.com/en/sudan-warns-against-filling-mega-dam-without-deal
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feel especially threatened by the GERD dam project because of the issue of
water flows and distribution rights, which and prior to 2011, Cairo had full
access to. Now, and with 70% of the Dam completed and partial operations
starting, Egypt feels threatened as it fears the water flow would be diverted
and capped into the Dam whose main function is to generate
electricity'®. This is mainly also because of the strategic location of the dam
reservoir that is 1800-kilometer-long, 145 meters high, and within the 15 to
20 kilometers of the Sudanese borders™. It's a huge project that would
provide Ethiopia the ability to control and dictate regional relations with
nation-states and between nation-states and re-introducing new concepts
regarding power, power-politics, and geostrategic hegemony.

Israel

Israel may help in this. Although it is not yet coming up on the radar
screen as a direct protagonist in this struggle, it has always lurked in the
background as country building relations with the countries of East Africa.
In his visit to Ethiopia in 2016, Benjamin Netanyahu made it abundantly
clear Israel would help Addis Ababa in benefiting from its water resources
and agriculture through its experts*.

Despite intense negotiations over the past ten years, the most of which
centered on the 2015 Declaration of Principle where both of the three
countries agreed on a blueprint for cooperation, further technical studies and
water-sharing, Egypt continued to be worried about the pace of the
construction of the Dam, its implications for the country and the time-line
that is needed to fill the Dam with water.

Egypt

This is because of different vital factors, the first of which is historical,
and as prudently put by the Greek historian Herodotus who once said,

1% https://on.mktw.net/34tPKJd
file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/Mohammad%20Rashad%20Kassem%-20Y ousef
High%20dam%20in%20Egypt,%20Sudan%E2%80%995%20Dams%20(1).pdf

27 nhttps://tribune.com.pk/article/97087/the-politics-of-water-ethiopia-egypt-and-
israel
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However, many arguments have subsequently risen as to who really
finances the Dam. While it is true, the Ethiopian government wanted at first
to finance the Dam from traditional sources such as local banks, civil
servants, and remittances, it became unstuck by 2015, although it managed
to raise $1 billion. And hence it started to appeal to states like China, which
become a major donor in the financing of the Dam with many of its
companies gaining access in the building process. With investments coming
in, European companies like the Italians, Germans, and French started
offering their services with the Americans included who started to offer
their own financial plans and big economic ideas®.

Ethiopia embarked on its GERD project basically because 85% of the
Nile River flow starts from within its boundaries. It has come to see the on-
going project From a development perspective to make the country fully
self-sufficient as it would generate 6,000 megawatts of electricity and set
the country on the path to industrialization and development while
integrating the country together and providing solid infrastructure’. At
present, 60% of Ethiopian households have no power and rely on forest
wood, and the Dam is a major opportunity to pull out Ethiopia's 110 million
population out of poverty®. Once fully completed by 2023, the GERD hopes
to sell electricity to the rest of the power-poor African countries, including
Sudan, with estimates suggesting it could add $1 billion a year to its state
coffers from selling power to the neighboring countries of the region®.

However, this is not as clear-cut as it appeared to Ethiopia. Despite
lengthy negotiations, both Sudan however, and more so Egypt, has come to

6https://www.aljazeera.net/midan/reality/politics/2020/8/1/%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%88%
D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%AF-
%D8%AT7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%81-
%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-
%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7

! https://theconversation.com/the-grand-ethiopian-renaissance-dam-is-the-new-
reality-why-a-deal-must-be-done-107100
Shttps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/ethiopia-begins-filling-grand-
renaissance-dam-blue-nile-200715135111146.html
*https://africanbusinessmagazine.com/sectors/energy/ethiopias-blue-nile-dam-is-
an-opportunity-for-regional-collaboration/
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https://www.aljazeera.net/midan/reality/politics/2020/8/1/%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%87%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7
https://theconversation.com/the-grand-ethiopian-renaissance-dam-is-the-new-reality-why-a-deal-must-be-done-107100
https://theconversation.com/the-grand-ethiopian-renaissance-dam-is-the-new-reality-why-a-deal-must-be-done-107100
https://theconversation.com/the-grand-ethiopian-renaissance-dam-is-the-new-reality-why-a-deal-must-be-done-107100
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/ethiopia-begins-filling-grand-renaissance-dam-blue-nile-200715135111146.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/ethiopia-begins-filling-grand-renaissance-dam-blue-nile-200715135111146.html
https://africanbusinessmagazine.com/sectors/energy/ethiopias-blue-nile-dam-is-an-opportunity-for-regional-collaboration/
https://africanbusinessmagazine.com/sectors/energy/ethiopias-blue-nile-dam-is-an-opportunity-for-regional-collaboration/
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become a protagonist trying to reach a deal that will be satisfactory to the
riparian states. Regionally as well, the Arab states have become involved
through Egyptian lobbying via its Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukary, who
made it a point to visit Jordan, Irag, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates to rally and consolidate support to Cairo's point of view?’.

The Nile River is a complicated issue providing a lifeline for countries
such as Egypt, whose geography is arid in nature. The River itself is the largest
in the world, even surpassing the Amazon with its 6,600-kilometer-length as
well as its sinews and countries it passes through starting with Rwanda,
Burundi, Congo, Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Sudan, and
Egypt®. They all benefit from the Nile but with some more than others.

More complicated also is the fact the Nile has two tributaries — one
starting in the Great African lakes, including Lake Victoria and the other
through the Ethiopian highlands and especially Lake Tana. Further, there is
the White Nile from the African Lakes and the Blue Nile from Lake Tana.
Both merge together into one once they reach Khartoum, the capital of
Sudan, and then on goes into Egypt”.

Ethiopia

The Nile River, and/ or its important and water-plentiful section of it, has
become a significant resource for Ethiopia and its GERD project, which will
become a vast lake of water for Addis Abba to make use of as part of the
economic development process. Over the years, Ethiopia has come to regard
the project as a source of national pride and economic success, with Ethiopian
officials seeing it as a matter of absolute sovereignty because of the fact that
most of the Nile water comes from this source. Further, the $4 billion-massive-
project is supposed to be entirely self-funded with 20% through bonds and 80%
through the ordinary taxpayer adding to the national pride>.

? https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/82344

3 https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/nile-river/

*https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311555058_Nile_River_Biography and
its_Journey_from_Origin_to_End

*https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/21/africa/ethiopia-nile-river-dam-afr-

intl/index.html
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Report

Struggle Over the Nile: What the Dam Project is Doing
to Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan
Marwan Asmar”

The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), which is being built
by Addis Ababa has created tense political, regional relations. While
negotiations are going on, a real breakthrough is yet to be achieved. Nation-
states are sticking to their positions, unwilling to conciliate. Yet reaching an
agreement is a must for the great Dam is being built, and it is to start
operations soon.

States in flux

The next major war in Africa could be because of the Nile River. At least
this is the warning constantly being put forward by experts. At present, three
states — Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia are locked in a diplomatic strangling match
over the water distribution rights of the Longest River in the world that starts
deep in central and eastern Africa and ends up through Sudan, Egypt, and into
the Mediterranean. The main point of conflict is the building of the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), which Addis Ababa began in 2011 and is
on the verge of completion®. It has become a classic case of crisis management
and conflict resolution that is affecting regional politics and international
relations by involving a multitude of states who have become willing parties
over the bounty that is to be had from the Dam.

How to solve this "water conflict” has become a major international
issue going far beyond Africa to Europe, the United States, the World Bank,
and the United Nations. At one point or another, these states and entities
sought to play a part in ironing out the complicated and conflicting relations,
at least between Egypt and Ethiopia, over how best to solve this issue that
might turn deadly but has a lot of economic benefits. South Africa has

* A political researcher based in Amman. He has long worked in journalism and
has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds University in the U.K.
thttps://www.dw.com/en/ethiopia-to-fill-contested-dam-as-nile-talks-falter/a-
53881906
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intense because of water-distribution rights and issues of technology
transfer. The report takes a wholesome approach to complicated angles that
have existed for the past 100 years.

The report conclude that The Nile Dam project is proving very tough
for the nation-state. The water issue has become a real determinant not
because of national identity but because of economic gains and losses as
well as interests beyond the state, continent, and the world. And despite
negotiations and conflict resolution instruments that is involving
international and regional organizations as well as global powers, it is the
nation-state with its sovereignty that is reigning supreme. The GERD in the
Nile River Case has shown it is the local decision-maker and leader who is
the fulcrum in the policy-making process.
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Report
Struggle Over the Nile and The Dam Project
Marwan Asmar

This report examines the international relations of the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam (GERD) that is being built and the tense political regional
relations it has created between Addis Ababa, Egypt and Sudan while
concentrating on the importance of the Nile River waters.

The report concentrates on the current political struggle that has come
to exist between these nation-states that has come to see the GERD as a
mixture of opportunities, challenges and even threats that could lead to war.
All of the three countries see the dam from their unique perceptions and one
that goes at the heart of their economic development.

The struggle for Nile and the dam project is contextualized in different
sections with the initial problematic being posed, that is the GERD Project,
the protagonists involved, the wide inter-African relations both in terms of
geography and political relations and the external parties that came to be
involved. As seen in the research paper, the vast length of the Nile came to
mean many countries have come to be involved.

Because of the great economic gains that came to exist in the building
of the dam as well, many countries grew more interested. These include
China, European states such as Italy, Germany and France as well as the
United States and even Israel that wanted to have a hand in the multi-billion
project. They have long looked to build the electricity-generating dam and
the eagerness to operate it.

This external angle has complicated the regional relations between the
countries surrounding the Nile and has made their concerns even more
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specialized institutions and societies which conserved the
Palestinian legacy and all sacred matters

— Exposing the Israeli policies and practises, by means of creating
public opinion, using different types of media and addressing the
Arabs and international community with way they understand to
demonstrate the fascist nature of the Israelis as well as their racist
laws, such as the latest Nation State

— Supporting the Palestinian people and interacting with all the
developments mainly related to the systematic Israeli terrorism,
aggressions, arrests and assassinations of the Palestinian leaders
and activists.

It is concluded that, due to the special status of the 1948 territories
Palestinians as Israeli citizens, their actions are restricted by several
considerations, such as legislation, public services, labor and budgets. The
steps they made went in line with the above determinants.

Lebanon in the First Centenary: Challenges and Opportunities
for Survival

Wael Najm

The first centenary for the announcement of Greater Lebanon comes
amid several major dilemmas, which place the state before challenges close
to either survival or entire collapse within a completely different form.

The present report discusses the survival challenges and opportunities
through multiple tracks. It begins with the Taif Agreement of national
accord, different parties’ stands and repercussions to the political landscape,
ending with the scene in the wake the Beirut blast on 4 August 2020. It
investigates the influential internal, local, political and sectarian parties,
which may represent military, security, economic or other powers, in
addition to the calculations of foreign players. Then, the most likely
scenarios are set, along with their potential realization.

It is concluded that Lebanon, in the first centenary, is facing many
challenges associated with current regional and international conflicts, as
well as aspirations for influence, domination and expansion. Thus, it can
only survive, progress and overcome such challenges through an inclusive
regional solution which maintains each party’s interests and rights.
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the initial decision to favour partial lockdowns over complete coexistence.
The aim was to achieve health immunity, which was, undoubtedly, at the
expense of economic immunity, which had not been better before.

The present report investigates the main consequent economic impacts,
showing that the crisis delivered several blows to the Jordanian economy.
The first was a drop of tourist income and expatriate remittances. The
second was a huge decline of government revenues. The third was an
unexpected rise of debt. The fourth was the fall of foreign investment by
over 50%.

1948 Population’s Contribution to the Palestinian Issue

Ibrahim Abu-Jaber

Upon the 1948 nakba, the Palestinian national structure was damaged
by the displacement of most of the population of the territories occupied by
the Zionist gangs, which made 78% of Palestine under mandate. Out of
1,400,000, only about 156,000 Palestinians stayed in the new Zionist entity.

The present report sheds light on their role in serving the Palestinian
issue in spite of the harsh Israeli measures. An oppressive martial rule
imposed on the area was used by the Israeli authorities to carry on with the
confiscation of millions of dunums of the Arab land; these Palestinians were
subject to carrot and stick methods; and they were faced with policies of
impoverishment, Israelization and integration in the Israeli society.

It is stated that all these steps, especially in the wake of military rule
and 1967 aggression, were not very helpful. On the contrary, awareness of
national affiliation to the Arab, Palestinian identity grew among the 1948
territories population.

According to the report, they played a vital role in serving the
Palestinian cause in their own ways to maintain their existence, Arabism
and national identity, such as:

— Consolidating their identity and belonging to the Palestinian people
as well as raising national and cultural awareness, in a bid to
prevent their Israelization or integration in the overwhelming
Israeli community

- Keeping the Palestinian heritage from loss, Judaization and
suppression by the Israeli authorities, by means of founding
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tracks for the relation with the Jewish State. That led to major changes to the
treatment of the Palestinian cause, mainly aimed at shifting the focus from
liberation to the search for political settlements.

The present report discusses the impacts of the Arab-Israeli peace
accords on the Palestinian cause within the political tracks, with Camp
David as a model.

It is found that the agreement had repercussions in two aspects. The
first is the Egyptian policy’s harmony with the peaceful approach,
facilitating later accords in spite of Cairo’s reservation about complete
normalization. The second is that Cairo could not develop its vision of the
Palestinian self-rule in light of the decline in its regional influence.

It is argued that, despite the peoples’ rejection of normalization, the
public efforts still suffer from fragmentation, whether due to organizational
defects or internal disputes over power. However, the main factor has to do
with the lack of new ideas with regards to national liberation, as well as the
absence of a clear vision to deal with the successive developments in the
Palestinian cause.

In the regional and international contexts, the Palestinian cause is
facing a new phase, where priority goes to bilateral ties between the Arab
states and Israel, despite Egypt’s concern over the accelerated,
unconditional openness to Israel. For Cairo, it will be the only party to bear
security burdens if the Israeli power and networks expand.

It concluded that reaching an appropriate level of solutions for the
Palestinian cause seems associated with a supportive regional alliance,
which aims at promoting the Palestinian rights. Not only should it be based
on international resolutions, but also on finding the geographical and
demographic definitions necessary to protect political and religious rights.
Thus, the national liberation efforts need to be rebuilt and kept away from
regional polarization. In addition, Cairo needs to found a strong alliance
which restores its role in the region.

Economic Impacts of the Corona Crisis on Jordan

Issam Qadamani

The economic situation in Jordan had never been good before the
corona crisis, but it had witnessed gradual improvement according to major
indicators. However, it became hard in light of the dilemma, especially with
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the Sudan. All that needs to be recorded in legally binding regulations which
guarantee each party’s rights on the basis of the ‘do no harm’ rule.

Reports and Articles

Turkish-Greek Eastern Mediterranean Conflict: Causes and
Regional Stands

Omar Al-Jabali

Since 2010, the significance of the Eastern Mediterranean came to the
fore, as the US Geological screening body announced estimated quantities of
gas and oil under the region, in addition to other mounts below the Egyptian
Nile Delta. Constant exploration of investable wells next to the Palestinian,
Cypriot and Lebanese coasts is underway, indicating hydrocarbon fertility.

The present report sheds light on the repercussions of such gas and oil
discoveries below the Eastern Mediterranean in connection with the Turkish-
Greek/Cypriot conflict. Currently, it is one of the complicated and interactive
conflict and leads to regional alliances in the region. The analysis is attempted
to examine the reasons for the Turkish-Greek competition based on historical,
legal and geopolitical factors, as well as expect scenarios of development in
light of the accelerating international and regional conditions.

It is concluded that the Turkish-Greek conflict in the Mediterranean
revives outstanding border and nationalistic issues. Thus, it is more urgent
to reach solutions, as the estimated power resources are huge, the energy
crises seen by these countries are grave and the geostrategic value of such
materials is high. On the other hand, due to the many players involved, their
different interests and the geopolitical regional complications, any
agreement suitable for all the parties to demarcate the boundaries may not
be an easy matter. Accordingly, the current argument and show of power are
not likely to continue, reach a comprehensive regional confrontation or,
even, lead to trade sanctions against Ankara.

Impacts of Arab-Israeli Peace Accords on the Palestinian
Cause: Camp David as a Model

Kheiri Omar

The 1979 Egyptian-Israeli peace agreement paved the way for a series
of treaties and initiatives and contributed to the formation of special political
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Marine Silkr Route. It aspires to revive its role in the world order through
different means. Thus, it makes use of the Eurasian approach to mobilize
some countries in the economic field, hoping that others will join the
Eurasian economic union.

It is concluded that the geopolitical and economic dimensions serve the
new Eurasia, as the rise of the Eurasian economic union and the free trade
between its members enhance Russia’s position.

It is recommended that the Arab and Muslim countries benefit from this
experience in terms of economic cooperation, in general, and relations with
the Muslim states in Central Asia which need economic investment. That
would influence the Russian policy in light of the tension between
Washington, on the one hand, and Moscow and Beijing, on the other.

Renaissance Dam Crisis: Water Domination Challenge to the
Sudan and Egypt

Hamdi Abdul-Rahman Hassan

Over the past decade, the Nile east basin countries have not managed to
solve the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam crisis through direct talks, leading to
the interference of international parties. The present report sheds light on the
approaches of water domination and sharing of common benefits. Recent
water disputes broke out when Addis Ababa built the dam and started the
first stage of filling without agreement with Khartoum and Cairo.

According to the report, although the dam changed the balance of
regional powers in the Horn of Africa and the Nile basin as well as
challenged the long-term Egyptian hegemony, Ethiopian unilateral actions
increased uncertainty about the impacts and threats of the giant project on
both estuary states and on the security and stability of the entire region.

Pessimistic scenarios depart from the perspective of water domination
related to the state of the dam. Here, views on water conflicts and wars
become highly credible in the total future interactions of the Nile basin
countries during the next decade.

However, it is concluded by stressing the cooperative perspective and
development of ties between the River Nile basin countries to overcome the
dilemma. But this choice requires a political will by the estuary states,
recognizing the difficulty of the water situation in Egypt and the rights of
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occupation and leading their resistance under a unified leadership is the
primary option.

Lastly, Israel is trying to jump over the fire, as it is jumping the
conflict inside Palestine to an external economic and security normalization
with Arab Gulf countries far from the hotspots of the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict. Such a dynamic would nor secure Israeli soldiers and settlers,
neither would create stable peace for Israel and the whole region.

In the end, the analysis affirmed that the experience during the past
three decades showed that the steadfastness of the Palestinians and
Jordanians officially and at a popular level was and still the critical factor in
preventing attempts to settle the Palestinian cause away from Palestinians,
threatening many Arab countries such as Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, and the
public Arab and Palestinian resistance against Israeli occupation.

Research & Studies

The New Eurasianism and The Geopolitics of Russian Foreign
Policy

Ahmed Saleem Al-Bursan

In the aftermath of the collapse of the USSR, the Russian Federation
saw decline in its regional and international role. It later exercised foreign
policy — especially under Putin’s rule — to restore its status by making new
blocs similar to the Commonwealth of Independent States and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization. It also maintained cooperation with India and
annexed Crimea to stay close to the Mediterranean.

The present study sheds light on the Russian Federation’s motives in
adopting the new Eurasia doctrine, employing history in understanding such
an ideology since the early 20™ century and the development of the policy
during the period of the study. In addition, the geopolitical approach is
utilized in realizing the conflict in the region, especially the Arab World.

It is found that the choice of this ideology is aimed at achieving
geopolitical objectives which serve the Russian interests under the conflict
with the US and, somehow, the EU. Furthermore, it can accomplish
Russia’s economic interests and secure advantages for the strategic axis
(Russia, China and India).

Moscow also stresses Eurasia from a geopolitical perspective,
particularly benefiting from Beijing’s launch of the economic belt and
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Editorial

Palestinian and Jordanian Steadfastness to Safeguard
Palestinian Cause

Editor

Many Arab countries rushed to normalize relations with Israel after the
signing of the Oslo agreement and Wadi Araba accords. However, the
outbreak of the Palestinian uprising 2000 against the Israeli occupation and
the massacres he committed created a new dynamic that directly caused
these trends to decline, and the advocates of normalization disappeared from
the Arab political scene.

This analysis comes in light of the increasing fears of the normalization
movement between Arab countries and Israel and the agreements signed on
15 September 2020, under the auspices of US President Donald Trump, with
the thick stick and the limited carrot, threatening the interests of primary
Arab countries in the region as well as the Palestinian cause.

This analysis emphasized that the Palestinian factor draws and
determines the normalization movement's future today, besides the Arab
popular factor, especially Jordanian. The Jordanian factor, which has a wild
experience in the relationship with Israel, cannot be ignored, nor by lIsraeli
neither by the official normalized Arab factor. The current normalization
movement could not be considered as a historical and strategic movement
rather than a strong interceptor movement in an attempt to prevent history
from moving in its natural directions that were laid out in its pages during
the past decades.

The analysis also indicated that the Arab and Palestinian political
thought possesses many papers that would restore the conflict to its
normality. Three essential variables give a preliminarily indicates the
upcoming historical movement that will restore the political path to normal.
Firstly, the Palestinian people, their armed resistance fighting the Israeli
occupation on their land, and in light of a Jordanian position that rejects the
deal of the century, the Israeli annexation and the Arab normalization
movement away from the Palestinian cause track.

Secondly, the Palestinian forces seem to have realized that approaching
the United States and signing understandings with the Israeli occupation is
never beneficial. The united Palestinian position on ending the Israeli
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