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The state has been keen to widen the scope of political parties in
elections. Whereas before candidates representing political parties ran as
independents, the past few years have seen changes. As per the 2019 law,
the state has become more willing to provide funding to political parties that
field at least six candidates in three electoral districts, and this may explain
why the number of political parties running in the 2020 elections was
highest than at any time before.
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population, but the general trend appears to be upward judging from the
different voters that were spoken to on the day of the polls.

The Jordan government has encouraged the vote among youngsters to
encourage their participation in the political system. For instance, the voting
age has been reduced from 18 to 17 years old, meaning a more significant
political premium is being put on young people®. Further, it is no longer
necessary to register beforehand to vote, and all that is required is an ID
card for the young to go to the polls.

In the previous 2016 Elections, IEC Chairman Dr. Khalid Al Kalaldeh
appealed to the young to go to the polling stations and vote.

It can be argued that the 98 new deputies elected this time has come to
reflect the positions of the new young voters who want to see new faces in
Parliament and are looking for "true change" in the affairs of the country.**

Young voters still had different demands ranging from a better
education, tackling unemployment, comprehensive development to
empowering the youths, doing away with poverty, and fighting corruption.

Conclusion

The 2020 Parliamentary Elections were fought under extraordinary
circumstances. The polls showed both trends and potential changes among
the electorates and the new deputies who entered the Jordan Lower House.
There is hope that new types of pf politicians will emerge.

Elections have been consistent with Jordan's political life and likely to
continue to do so as parliamentary life continued since 1989 with one full
stretch. Despite allegations of "vote-buying”— and government interference,
the electorates have come to show a degree of maturity on polling day
casting their votes to candidates on different tickets, including family
background, tribe, and policy decisions, including that of "services."

Bhttps://www.disorient.de/magazin/parliamentary-elections-jordan-competition-
mixed-messages
“https://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordanian-women-turn-elections-
celebration-hard-earned-voting-rights


https://www.disorient.de/magazin/parliamentary-elections-jordan-competition-mixed-messages
https://www.disorient.de/magazin/parliamentary-elections-jordan-competition-mixed-messages
https://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordanian-women-turn-elections-celebration-hard-earned-voting-rights
https://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordanian-women-turn-elections-celebration-hard-earned-voting-rights
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The Tribal Vote

Jordan is highly urbanized, but it is also a highly "tribal™ society. The
tribes’ power is being translated into the governance system and has
dominated elections and electoral politics. Many observers still saying that
voters cast their ballots according to family ties rather than political
affiliations.

Although talking about it in a different context Faisal Al Fayez, the
chair of the higher house of Parliament, put it this way: "Our society is
tribal, but we have to encourage people to vote. | appeal to them to head to
the ballot boxes to make a change,” he said on the day of the 2020
elections™.

To this extent, as well the electoral system has always been made to
reflect this equation. Despite the trappings of civil society, many observers
and politicians suggested the electoral system in its various forms, the last
being "the closed list" method has been drawn up not to reflect the political
powers of the society.

Youthful Voters

It can be argued more young voters cast their ballots in the 2020
elections than ever before. As well, and despite the Coronavirus and its
implications on society and the economy, because of the intermittent
lockdowns, restrictions, loss of jobs, and weak purchasing power, young
voters were optimistic on the day of the voting.

It was estimated around 577,000 new young voters would cast their
vote on the day of the parliamentary elections'*. Put another way, the Jordan
Independent Elections Commission (IEC) stated there was record
participation of voters from the 17 till 30 age group in the last polls*2. It
further stated this was only 9.7% of the total voters and showed some
disappointment considering that this group was made up 28.5% of the

10 https://fr.reuters.com/article/jordan-election-parliament-idINL8N2HW1ZH
' https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=29829&lang=en&name=en_news
12 https://en.royanews.tv/news/23394/2020-11-10


https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=29829&lang=en&name=en_news
https://en.royanews.tv/news/23394/2020-11-10
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had put up 382 prospective deputies, around 20% of the total candidates,
and included Arab nationalists, Nassarists, Baathists, leftists and Islamists,
and pro-establishment figures.

However, despite their weakness, the Islamists remain a relatively
strong force — in 2016, only 7% fought under the banner of political parties,
and in this last election, only 16% were returned. This time around,
however, the traditional Islamists fought under the "National Reform
Alliance." However, their seats were cut from 15 in 2016 to just 10 won in
the last 2020 elections under the list system.

The IAF —which had long been the Muslim Brotherhood's political arm
— established in 1992 when the Kingdom legalized political parties— became
part of Jordan's mainstream parliamentary system despite it boycotted
elections in 1997, 2010, 2013. Nevertheless, and over the years, it had
proved a strong 'participatory bloc' starting in 1989 when it won 22 deputies
in the Lower House. At the time, the Lower House had only 80
parliamentary seats, which meant that the Islamists represented a substantial
number and power.

However, the IAF lost eight seats in the 1993 Elections to just 16
deputies, and when they returned to parliamentary life in 2003, they
increased their intake to 17 seats. Nevertheless, this number dropped as
Islamist deputies decreased further in the 2007 elections, winning just six
seats in the controversial elections that many accused of as fraud elections,
including some governmental figures.

However, another Al Wasat Center Party, considered Islamist, was
formed in 2001 but won just two seats in the 2003 Elections®. It only
made a breakthrough in the 2013 elections, and this was mainly due to
the 1AF's ‘checkered' boycott, and won 16 seats but slowly went back to
just seven seats in the 2016 elections. In the 2020 polls, Wasat Party got
only five seats but was not on the party lists; instead, it was mostly on
tribal lists.

® https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/the-islamist-spectrum-jordans-mosaic
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However, elections tend to create, for instance, a certain amount of
fanfare right from the start of electoral campaigns, on the actual day of the
elections, and afterward. Moreover, in the 2020 polls, around 4.64 million
voters were eligible to vote, with 1,387,696 people casting their vote,
divided between 749,621 males and 638,075 females. This time around, the
women casting their votes stood at 25.29 % compared to 33.1% percent for
male voters.

Also, 1,693 candidates stood in the last elections, including 360 women
from all social classes, including activists, NGOs, political parties, and
establishment figures®. In the 2016 elections, the number of prospective
candidates stood at 1,293, with 257 women .This time around, women
candidates fought on 294 electoral lists with a 15-seat women's quota, nine
seats for Christians, and three seats for the minority Chechens and
Circassians communities.

However, the women's vote decreased in this election, but they could
not get other than their allocated seats in the quota of 15 seats as the election
of in 2003 when women were allocated only six parliamentary seats®. The
result is considered a drawback for women's power in the election because,
in the 2016 elections, they could get five extra-parliamentary seats outside
their allocated quota. In Jordan, women had been given the right to vote in
19747 <but their representation continued to be weak.

Political parties and Islamists

Despite their "general” weakness in Parliament, except for the
Islamists, 41 of the registered political parties fought in the 2020 elections.?
The political parties only won around 18 seats, mostly Islamists. The parties

*https://www.barrons.com/news/women-islamists-lose-seats-in-jordan-vote-
01605201905
®https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/building-democracy-in-
jordan.pdf
"https://www.oecd.org/mena/governance/womens-political -participation-in-
jordan.pdf
®https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/jordan-elections-see-low-turnout-amid-
virus-spread/2040736
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met with 20 deputies and started to increase slowly after that. In 1989 the
democratic experiment was resumed after a 22-year absence. The Lower
House increased to 88 seats, and by 2012, it had shot up to 150, but by 2015
it decreased to 130",

Poll swings

The 2020 Elections will be remembered because it was held during the
coronavirus pandemic and may have affected polling day's political
dynamics .Nationwide polling stations numbering 1,824 in the Kingdom
across 23 electoral districts opened at 7 am and continued for the next 12
hours with two hours' further extension to increase the low turnout, which at
the end registered at 29.9% of the vote? with balloting reaching as low as
16.62% in Amman, 21.8% in Zerga and 39.2% in Irbid which are
considered many urban conurbations .

It was a slow “electoral' day over the country, and by 2 pm (Amman
local time), only 15.8 percent of the electorate nationwide had voted, and
these figures had crept up to 21.5 percent two hours later®,

Amman, previously vibrant cut-throat, electoral Third District voter
turnout was very as low as 11.66 percent, probably the lowest in Jordan's
electoral history. However, still, a lower figure in the Amman First District
was registered at 8 percent. Nevertheless, the highest turn was in the
southern Badia districts at a high of 65.74% .

Although the low turnout was blamed on Covid-19, many experts refer
this decrease of voting to the closed list system, government interference in
the election process, and the decreasing confidence in the country's political
system. For instance, in the 2016 General Elections, voter turnout hovered
around 36% of the electorates®.

'https://www.disorient.de/magazin/parliamentary-elections-jordan-competition-

mixed-messages

*https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20201112-women-islamists-lose-seats-in-

gordan—vote
https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?1D=29842&lang=en&name=en_news

* https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/12/women-lose-seats-in-jordan-vote
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Report

Jordan's 2020 Parliamentary Election— New Trends and
Political Ramifications
Marwan Asmar”

Despite the soaring Covid-19 cases, Jordan has managed to beat the
Coronavirus and hold its 19th parliamentary elections. The polls come at the
end of a four-year constitutional period to hold elections for its House of
Representatives in Jordan's bicameral Parliament with the 65-member
Senate chosen and appointed by the Kingdom's King Abdullah 11.

This article centers on the 2020 elections per se and provides a detailed
analysis of the polls' features, winners, losers, voters, parties, women
participants, etc.

A New House

The 2020 Jordan Parliamentary Elections produced 98 new deputies
entering the Lower House for the first time, standing as independent
deputies. This phenomenon is unprecedented.

Only 22 Deputies/Members of Parliament were re-elected this time
around in the 130-member house even though 89 of the deputies in the last
Lower House stood for re-election. At around 24 percent, this is the lowest
figure for returnees. Moreover, there are 14 candidates from previous
parliaments also stood in the elections and won.

However, it can be said these first-timers come to Parliament with fresh
perspectives and new ideas, political and constituency demands, and a new
way of doing things vis-a-vis the voters who elected them to be their
representatives for the next four years. However, it is early days, and the
new Parliament will only start to meet with a full parliamentary agenda. The
new elections are scheduled for 2024.

The Jordan legislature first met in 1947, one year after independence. It

* A political researcher based in Amman. He has long worked in journalism and
has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds University in the U.K.
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margins in many states and races— both at the presidential and congressional
level- were a lot narrower than had been predicted.

In sharp contrast from typical presidential tradition, President Trump
has yet to make a concession speech or contact the new president-elect. The
race has been called in Biden's favor by multiple news and media outlets,
and Trump trails by a range of 10,000 to 146,000 votes in even the closest
margin states like Georgia, Wisconsin, Nevada, Pennsylvania, and
Michigan. The president has filed lawsuits challenging votes in several
states and has requested a recount in Wisconsin. As mentioned, Trump is
behind Biden by tens to hundreds of thousands in these places, and at best,
recounts only change the margin by a few hundred votes — if any. Trump
has also not presented viable or substantiated evidence to back his "election
fraud™ claims, and therefore legal experts contend that any challenges will
not hold merit in a court of law. Free and fair elections, and the seamless
transition of power, are fundamental aspects of American democracy, and as
such, analysts lament the president's reaction and his attempts to undermine
the electoral process.
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while also holding a lead of around 4,000 votes in the state of Georgia.
Finally, late Saturday morning, just before noon, multiple networks and
outlets were able to safely conclude that Biden's lead in Pennsylvania had
become insurmountable. By projecting him as the winner in the Keystone
State, Biden had now surpassed the needed 270 Electoral College vote-
threshold and was officially declared the president-elect of the United
States.

The victory of president-elect Joe Biden and vice-president-elect
Kamala Harris is significant in several different ways. Firstly, the expected
final vote total marks the highest turnout among eligible citizens in a
presidential race since 1900, and the 75+ million ballots that were cast for
the Biden-Harris ticket are the most ever for a presidential and vice-
presidential candidate. The high turnout numbers are even more impressive
and commendable considering that this year's race took place amid a global
health pandemic. While it is difficult to know whether voter enthusiasm was
up due to the high stakes of the election or simply because citizens were
given more opportunities to participate in the process as a result of the
current health climate, there is certainly an argument to be made that the
latter helped lead to more civic engagement this time around. The historic
number of people who either voted early or by mail may lend itself to the
idea that officials should expand access to these methods even during
normal times. Secondly, this year's election is noteworthy because Vice
President-elect Harris becomes the first person of color to be elected vice
president and the first woman to be elected as either president or vice
president in American history.

Additionally, the 2020 race witnessed a sitting president fail to win re-
election to a second term in office, something that had not happened since
President George H.W. Bush fell short of doing so almost 30 years ago back
in 1992. Lastly, one final important takeaway is that, unfortunately, this
election is sure to increase skepticism towards polisters and political
forecasters, a sentiment that had already been growing since 2016. Like they
were four years ago, and arguably to an even further extent, the actual



186 Middle Eastern Studies Journal No 94

former vice president over the top against Trump as election officials
concluded their counts. The same began to happen in Michigan, where
Biden was boosted on Wednesday morning and afternoon by the slower
vote returns in Detroit's heavily populated city and its metropolitan area.
Once the final results began to be calculated in Michigan, Biden was able to
jump ahead of Trump and was projected to be the winner shortly after a
similar trend transpired in Wisconsin.

After former vice president Biden was declared the winner in both
Wisconsin and Michigan; all eyes shifted focus to the critical uncalled states
of Pennsylvania, Georgia, Arizona, and Nevada. At this point in the race,
Biden had clinched a total of 253 electoral votes, while Trump sat at 214 in
each candidate's quest for the needed 270. The four states mentioned above
are worth 20, 16, 11, and 6 electoral college votes. In Pennsylvania and
Georgia, Trump was attempting to lead, while Biden was steadily making
up ground on the incumbent president. Contrastingly, in Arizona, the
opposite was taking place, as the former vice president had established a
notable lead on election night and was trying to fend off Trump as each new
batch of votes was reported in the southwestern state. In Nevada, a state that
has trended Democratic for years, Biden got out to a lead early on and
gradually grew his advantage in the subsequent days after the election.

By the early hours of Friday morning and unsurprisingly to political
analysts based on how the vote tallies were consistently trending, Biden had
caught up and taken the lead in Pennsylvania and Georgia's vital electoral
prize states. He was also increasing his lead in Nevada, and while Trump
was able to narrow his deficit a bit in Arizona, the former vice president still
maintained an advantage there as well — leaving Biden ahead in all 4 of
these yet-to-be-decided states. A winner had not yet been determined in the
states of Alaska and North Carolina, where Trump was leading, but there
was less of a focus on those two states because they were not game-
changers in the overall outcome of the presidential race; other
aforementioned four were. Following continuing vote tabulations
throughout the day last Friday, Biden entered the early hours of Saturday
morning with a 20,000+ ballot lead in Pennsylvania, Arizona, and Nevada,
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quickly make up ground on Biden, eventually surpassing him in the overall
statewide vote totals and winning the state by a sizable margin of around
eight percentage points, 53.4%-45.2% .

The flip side of this "blue mirage” in Ohio happened in other key
battleground states like Wisconsin, Michigan, and Pennsylvania, where "red
mirages” showed Trump with significant leads, which slowly began to
evaporate over time. In these states, officials had decided not to begin
processing early votes and mail-in votes until around Election Day, meaning
that the results from these types of ballots would not take shape until after
those cast on the day itself. In Wisconsin, the first returns on election night
and into the late hours of the evening showed Trump with a healthy
advantage over the former vice president, but the order of tabulating votes in
addition to the increased surge of mail-in voting this year due to the
coronavirus pandemic allowed Biden to gain ground on the president
steadily. As the tallying continued and we entered into the morning hours
last Wednesday, the former vice president officially pulled ahead of Trump
at around 5 am, at a point where approximately 89% of the expected vote
had been reported. Biden was projected the winner of Wisconsin later on
Wednesday afternoon in a very close race, proving that Trump's highly
skewed early returns there were indeed a "red mirage".

While Biden was making headway and ultimately winning the state of
Wisconsin, the vote count trends were progressing similarly in the critical
neighboring state of Michigan as well. Like Wisconsin, Michigan was a
state that Democrats had prioritized winning back in this year's presidential
election after Trump narrowly won both states back in 2016. The most
expected "red mirages"” in the two states, analysts also understood another
essential factor in monitoring vote returns because of the order of tallying
ballots. It would initially appear to show Trump taking a substantial early
lead over Biden: Democratic stronghold areas tend to be higher population
centers that usually take longer to report their results. This factor was a
noticeable occurrence in both Wisconsin and Michigan. In the former, the
final vote tabulations in the state came from Milwaukee and its surrounding
counties, areas that are reliably Democratic-leaning and which put the
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Before the election, Democrats had grown increasingly hopeful of
flipping Texas in what would have been a significant coup. Part of the
Democrats' strategy was pinned on increasing voter turnout and running up
the margins of victory in solidly Democratic urban areas. The first part of
this strategy was successful, as Texas counted roughly two million more
votes this year than in 2020. However, the new voters were roughly split
between President Trump and President-elect Biden, with both candidates
securing over five million votes. Despite the uptick in turnout, President
Trump won the same percentage of the vote in the last two elections, with
52.2%.

Interestingly, Trump's path to victory in Texas was similar to that of
Florida. Increased Latino support for the president surprised Democrats,
significantly increasing Republican votes cast by Mexican-Americans in
rural counties across Texas. Moving forward, Democrats are warning of the
danger of adopting a "one-size fits all" policy toward Latino voters, as it is
an incredibly diverse group comprising of several different ethnic
backgrounds, all of which prioritize different issues.

In the lead up to Election Day, political analysts had warned Americans
to expect what they called "red and blue mirages"” when the first presidential
race results started to come in. These referred to situations in which, early
on, certain states would incorrectly appear to be highly in favor of one
candidate over the other (“red mirages" for Trump and "blue mirages" for
Biden). These phenomena came about because states varied in ballots that
they would tabulate first once the polls closed on election night. Since, as a
generality, Democrats were more likely to vote early or by mail and
Republicans more likely to vote on Election Day, these "red and blue
mirages™ would appear based on which kind of votes were counted first in a
respective state. So, in Ohio, for example, where early ballots were tallied
before those that were cast on Election Day, a "blue mirage" took shape,
which showed former Vice President Biden with a substantial lead over
President Trump in the hours directly following the closing of polls on
election night. However, once election officials finished tabulating these
votes and then moved to count those cast on Election Day, Trump began to
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In particular, in Florida, President Trump could not afford to lose the
state and its 29 electoral votes. Trump won Florida in 2016, and it provided
his campaign with momentum through the rest of the night on his way to
winning the White House. This year, the president performed even better in
the state due to increased support among minorities. Latinos and African-
Americans had strongly backed Hillary Clinton in 2016, and while Joe
Biden still did well among these communities, the president's numbers
strengthened significantly. In the all-important county of Miami-Dade,
President Trump picked up over 200,000 more votes this year than in 2016.
Such development was extremely positive for the president, and his
campaign harbored hopes this would indicate a larger trend of President
Trump improving his standing among minorities across the country.

Ohio was another state that President Trump secured on Election Day
and could not afford to lose. Like Florida, Trump carried Ohio in 2016 and,
based on polling, and he needed to win the state once again to have a chance
at winning a second term. The president ended up winning Ohio by about a
470,000-vote margin, which was similar to his margin of victory in 2016.
Experts on Ohio elections have indicated that the president's surprisingly
comfortable victories in 2016 and 2020 show a demographic shifting right-
ward and providing evidence of Ohio becoming less of a battleground state.
Ohio's urban areas of Columbus, Cincinnati, and Cleveland all predictably
went for Joe Biden, but the growth of Ohio's working class and rural
population propelled the president to a comfortable victory in the state.

Adding to the trend of states who tilted the election in President
Trump's favor early was North Carolina. Joe Biden had harbored hopes of
winning the state and indeed got out to an early advantage. However, as
more votes were counted, the president took the lead, and it became
increasingly more pronounced as the night progressed. Republicans had
carried North Carolina in nine of the last ten elections, with the exception
coming in 2008 when President Obama won the state. In 2016, President
Trump won 51% of the vote, and despite his margin of victory shrinking
marginally this year, the president did enough to win the state.
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concede defeat without a legal fight. The president has baselessly claimed
that voter fraud is rampant in mail-in and absentee ballots and has vowed to
challenge the race outcome in several states, including Georgia,
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Nevada. These legal challenges will play no
role in altering the race's outcome, although it is within the president's right
to request an investigation. Legal challenges and recounts over vote counts
are not unheard. However, President-elect Biden's advantage in the
contested states is in the tens of thousands, and historically — even at best —
recounts only affect the margin by a few hundred votes, if any.

270 TO WIN
306 - 232

< BIDEN ' TRUMP

99% OF EXPECTED VOTE
v

M BIDENGL1% [l TRUMP 471% [l OTHER 1.8% Estimsted remaining 2,188,662
80,104,118 73,918,712 2,867,925

Former Vice President Biden has surpassed the 270 Electoral College
votes needed, and has been declared president-elect of the United States.
(Photo from NBC News)

On Election Day itself, President Trump got out to a promising lead
over Joe Biden. Important battleground states such as Florida, Ohio, North
Carolina, and Texas all showed substantial advantages for the incumbent.
These important states contributed to a "red mirage” in which the ballots
cast in person on Election Day skewed heavily Republican, which in turn
showed the president with a commanding advantage before mail-in and
absentee ballots were counted. The early returns also showed a strong
Republican turnout, although this was offset by the disproportionate number
of Democrats who cast absentee ballots or voted by mail.
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Report
United States Presidential Election 2020
Khaled Safouri *

On Saturday, Democratic nominee Joe Biden was named President-
elect of the United States after securing 270 Electoral College votes in the
2020 presidential election. Biden, the former vice president, and his running
mate, Vice President-elect Kamala Harris, are slated to take office on
January 20th, 2021. Biden was victorious in his campaign for the White
House on the third attempt. He previously ran for president in 1988 and
2008. His last stint in public office was as President Barack Obama'’s vice
president from 2008-2016 and served before that as a U.S. Senator from
Delaware. Biden officially surpassed the 270 Electoral College votes needed
on Saturday following several days of continuing vote tabulations when he
was projected to be the winner in the critical battleground state of
Pennsylvania. Analysts had anticipated that an outcome in the presidential
race might not be known on Election Day itself, considering many mail-in
ballots this year because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

Overall, the 2020 election had the highest voter turnout in over a
century, with both candidates getting over 70 million votes. President-elect
Biden has secured over 80,100,000, with President Trump winning over
73,900,000. In the all-important Electoral College, Biden successfully
rebuilt the "blue wall,” a coalition of swing states including Pennsylvania,
Michigan, and Wisconsin, that have previously been key to catapulting
Democratic candidates to White House. Biden was also able to re-take
battleground states that President Trump won in 2016, such as Arizona and
Georgia. For his part, President Trump won both Florida and Ohio, two
states that his campaign had identified as being key to potentially winning
re-election.

Despite President-elect Biden reaching and significantly surpassing 270
electoral college votes, President Trump indicated that he would not

* Director of the National Interest Foundation — Washington.
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It then talks about the political parties that took part on the polls apart
from the independent candidates. Rather than just Islamists, candidates from
political parties have participated in the elections more than any time in
Jordan’s political history.

Finally, the article talks about hopes and aspirations of different voter
trends — the young people and what they hope from their deputies in
Jordan’s parliament.

The report concluded that the 2020 parliamentary elections took place
in exceptional circumstances. The polls has showed that both trends and
potential changes not only affects the electorates but also among the new
deputies who entered the Jordan Lower House, which points to new
politicians with fresh experiences and experiments. There is hope that new
types of politicians will emerge, yet we will have to wait and see.

Elections have been consistent with Jordan's political life and likely to
continue to do so as parliamentary life continued since 1989 with one full
stretch. Despite allegations of "vote-buying,"— the electorates have come to
show a degree of maturity on polling day casting their votes to candidates
on different tickets, including family background, tribe, and policy
decisions, which includes that of "services,” which is what electoral district
deputies should be all about.

The state and judiciary have been forthright to maintain the holding of
elections as a good political practice, as shown by the fact they are
determined to stamp out the issue of "vote-buying™ by prosecuting those
candidates who seek to boost their vote-count this way.

The state has been keen to widen the scope of political parties in
elections. Whereas before, candidates representing political parties ran as
independents, the past few years have seen changes. As per the 2019 law,
the state has become more willing to provide funding to political parties that
have to field at least six candidates in three electoral districts. This may
explain why the number of political parties running in the 2020 elections
was highest than at any time before.

The report also stressed that the early days of political parties have not
made much progress yet, but they will gain more ground in the coming
years, especially if they know that more government funding is available for
them.
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Biden has secured over 80,100,000, with President Trump winning over
73,900,000. In the all-important Electoral College, Biden successfully rebuilt
the "blue wall," a coalition of swing states including Pennsylvania, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, that have previously been key to catapulting Democratic
candidates to the White House. Biden was also able to re-take battleground
states that President Trump won in 2016, such as Arizona and Georgia. For his
part, President Trump won both Florida and Ohio, two states that his campaign
had identified as being key to potentially winning re-election.

Despite President-elect Biden reaching and significantly surpassing 270
Electoral College votes, President Trump indicated that he would not
concede defeat without a legal fight. The president has baselessly claimed
that voter fraud is rampant in mail-in and absentee ballots and has vowed to
challenge the race outcome in several states, including Georgia,
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Nevada. These legal challenges will play no
role in altering the race's outcome, although it is within the president's right
to request an investigation. Legal challenges and recounts over vote counts
are not unheard of. However, President-elect Biden's advantage in the
contested states is in the tens of thousands, and historically— even at best—
recounts only affect the margin by a few hundred votes, if any.

Report

Jordan’s 2020 Parliamentary Election — New Trends and
Ramifications

Marwan Asmar

This article examines the holding of Jordan’s 19th parliamentary
elections held during the Covid-19 pandemic and provides a detailed
analysis of the features of the polls, its winners, losers, voters, parties,
women participants and so on.

It focuses both on the outcome of the elections— the fact that 98 new
deputies has entered Jordan’s Lower House for the first time, the dynamics
of the political processes and on the electoral trends made by voters on
elections day.

In this sense, it provides a “factual view” providing information on
polling stations, Jordan’s 23 electoral districts, poll swings, candidates
involved and how the votes were divided between men and women
nationwide.
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Moreover, the number of professors in membership of arbitration
committees through all rounds has attained 68 members from 14 different
Jordanian universities and 3 Jordanian private institutions. Arbitrators
specialize in various humanitarian and scientific fields related to the themes
and provided award titles to the students. Most arbitrators have judged more
than once.
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Report
United States Presidential Election 2020

Khaled Safouri

On Saturday, Democratic nominee Joe Biden was named President-
elect of the United States after securing 270 Electoral College votes in the
2020 presidential election. Biden, the former vice president, and his running
mate, Vice President-elect Kamala Harris, are slated to take office on
January 20th, 2021. Biden was victorious in his campaign for the White
House on the third attempt, having previously run for president in 1988 and
2008. His last stint in public office was as President Barack Obama'’s vice
president from 2008-2016 and served before that as a U.S. Senator from
Delaware. Biden officially surpassed the 270 Electoral College votes needed
on Saturday following several days of continuing vote tabulations when he
was projected to be the winner in the critical battleground state of
Pennsylvania. Analysts had anticipated that an outcome in the presidential
race might not be known on Election Day itself, considering a large number
of mail-in ballots this year because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

Overall, the 2020 election had the highest voter turnout in over a
century, with both candidates getting over 70 million votes. President-elect
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civilizational principles of Irag. It is to cuff-hand from Iraqgi interference in
other countries, to control and stop any lraqi party's cooperation with any
parties threatening other countries' security.

Scientific Research Award for Jordanian University Students
A journey of 22 years: 1998 — 2020
Adli Al-Kayyali

In 1998, the Middle East Science Center (MESC) has launched the
“Scientific Research Award for Jordanian University Students” with several
Jordanian universities, aiming at providing students with scientific research
tools, developing the spirit of scientific research and skills according to the
proper scientific method and contributing to the service of Jordanian
development through the suggested fields and researches presented.

When launched, the contest has started by cooperating with 2
universities. It kept growing until it cooperates now with 12 universities.
Moreover, the award has launched with three themes; local Jordanian, Arab
Islamic and the Islamic Arab conflict, and international. Later, an award for
banking and finance was added.

After holding a scientific and technical seminar in 2010 to study and
assess the project’s journey during the past 12 years, it had been decided to
change the name from Research Contest for Jordanian University Students
to “Scientific Research Award for Jordanian University Students”. It had
also been concluded to raise the value of the awards so the first award turns
to 1000 JD rather than 750 JD, and the 2nd award turns to 750 rather than
500 JD, and the 3rd award to be 500 JD rather than 400 JD. A 4th award
also has been added with a value of 400 JD.

During the 22 years past, the award has achieved an outstanding growth
in the numbers of students participating. Numbers has been rising since
1998 until it marked a total of 300 students participating, a number which
has varied between rounds.

As for the percentage of students who have submitted competing research
plans, it has attained 17% among all participants, noting that this percentage
varies between the rounds. Numbers of competing research students have
multiplied. In the 6th round, for example, number of research students has
marked 35 students. The sum of students participated in all rounds was 346
researcher; 80 of which have won from 20 Jordanian universities.
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The report proposed an exit strategy based on the need to address three
fundamental causes that emanate problems in several directions:

1. The absence of sectarian balance between parties and sects
2. Iranian and American influence

3. The aggravating living problems of people including the lack of
essential services

The report provides Several recommendations in three main axes: the
political, the social and economic axis, and the security and military axis.

Among the most important of these recommendations is to hold an
inclusive Iragi national conference that unites the state and the Iragi people
without exclusion. The conference aims to stop the internal and external
depletion of Irag's role and its resources. The suggested conference would
reinforce the lraqi state's sovereignty over all its territories free of the
foreign armed presence. The conference ought to agree on a specific
roadmap to get Iraq out of this ongoing and renewed crisis. The road map
includes developing the political system to be an open system without ethnic
or sectarian quotas and unifying lraqi citizenship's political weight, away
from religion, sect, race, and others.

Irag would restore its Arab and Islamic unitary identity and relieves
other sub-identities. The government has to dissolve armed militias and
seize weapons in civilians' hands in an integrated system. The government
would draw the re-positioning of Iraqi foreign, regional and international
relations to guarantee Iraq the preservation of its sovereignty and
independence and does not hinder its progress. The measurements have to
satisfy the need to calm sectarian tensions and stop the sectarian
prosecutions on false charges such as terrorism, eradication, cooperation
with the former regime... etc. It is to control the general budget, reducing
state expenditures from current and administrative expenditures, expanding
investment in productive projects as the agricultural and industrial sectors.
Moreover, to encourage investments in the primary service sectors and
reorganizing the oil sector from production to export to ensure the
restoration of national sovereignty over this sector. The government ought
to combat administrative and financial corruption and reduce the
government apparatus's masked unemployment burden.

The report recommends, in particular, to rebuild the Iragi security and
military doctrine according to the intellectual, social, historical, and
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changing the structures of provincial councils, the independence of the
military establishment and its monopoly alone of armed forces and arms, the
provision of essential services in the country, and the conduct of new
parliamentary elections to be fair under national non-sectarian election law.

Despite several factors that weakened the strength of this popular
movement, it was able to achieve several successes, most notably its
continuation despite the difficulties, its distribution in the various regions of
Irag, and its success in dismissing the existing government and forming a
new government (the government of Mr. Mustafa Al-Kazemi). The protests
also succeeded in maintaining their peacefulness, despite all the security
violence it faced.

The report believes that there are internal and external parties that have
a significant influence on this crisis. The report concluded that local forces'
policies and trends had become a reflection of the nature of relations
between regional and international powers and their interests in Irag. This
relation has weakened the independent national will and made these parties
face a significant challenge in reaching any settlement for many issues. The
report analyzed the positions, policies, and interests of these parties and
concluded that their Iragi affairs interventions have led to this crisis's
additional internal and external complications.

The report discussed the typical scenarios for the crisis. It identifies
three possible scenarios:

1. The stalemate and the continuation of the crisis in its current state

2. The scenario of intensifying the crisis politically, socially, and in
living conditions

3. The scenario of achieving national consensus and getting out of the
state of this crisis

4. The team discussed the conditions for achieving each of these
scenarios and highlighted their implications. The report set out
several determinants to favor the more expected possible scenario.
The report concluded that the crisis seems likely to alternate
between the first scenario (stalemate and the continuation of the
crisis in its current state) and the third scenario (national consensus
and exit from the crisis). That might keep the possibilities of
slipping into dangerous trends, if not reaching stability and unity
among Iragis on the road map to exit the crisis.
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The Iraqi Crisis 2019-2020: Towards an Exit Strategy

Arab Crises Team

In light of the Iraqi crisis's overall developments between 2015 and
2020, the Arab Crises Team— ACT at the Middle East Studies Center in
Jordan decided to publish this report on the current crisis. The team has
published an earlier report on the Iraqi crisis in September 2015. The new
report aims to reach an exit strategy as a roadmap for Irag to emerge from
its ongoing crisis since the American occupation in 2003. The report
considered the background of the crisis, its nature and description, and the
local and external influential players. It provided the possible scenarios and
the player's possible options as such.

The Iraqgi crisis is considered complex, whose details include
international, regional, and local factors. The main crisis pillars are:

1. The sectarian dimension in the political system based on quotas
with the significant imbalance in managing state resources
efficiently and justly,

2. The security dimension that overlaps between militias, the military
and security apparatuses,

3. The international and regional interference in Iraqi affairs, directly
and through Iraqi forces.

The report discussed the fundamental transformations that the Iraqi
crisis witnessed during the years 2019-2020, most notably the outbreak of
widespread and varied sectarian and regional popular protests in various
parts of Iraq, especially in the primary ruling parties' cities' influence.

The motives behind this development in the Iraqi crisis are referred to
the weak role of the state in achieving social justice and controlling
resources, the inability of successive governments to manage the state's
essential services, the deepening of direct Iranian and US military and
security intervention in lraq under the pretext of fighting 1SIS, in addition to
the economic dimension, which is one of the most prominent manifestations
of the crisis.

The widespread popular protests erupted in Iraq in October 2019, even
in light of the Corona epidemic challenges that the demonstrators face.
Furthermore, among its most essential demands: building an alternative,
non-sectarian political environment, amending the constitution and
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Annual Symposium

Impacts of Shifts in Arab-Israeli Relations on Arab Security
and Palestinian Cause

Adelkader Na'eem

On Tuesday 13 October 2020, the MESC organized its annual
scholarly symposium titled Impacts of Shifts in Arab-Israeli Relations
on Arab Security and Palestinian Cause. The event was joined by
about 30 experts, academics and politicians from 5 Arab states. Seven
papers were presented on the current developments in the Arab-Israeli
ties, especially in the period 2015-2020, and their impacts on the Arab
security and the Palestinian cause.

The gathering highlighted supporting the Arab countries against the
US pressure to normalize relations with the Hebrew State and adopting a
stronger Arab position in regional and international forums. On the other
hand, it is warned that the normalization steps pave the way for Arab
political, economic and security segments which go in line with Israel.
That would cause threats to the Arab states in terms of further internal
problems and divides.

The final statement contained a set of conclusions and
recommendations made by the participants, mainly:

1. Working hard on refuting the sayings some attempt to consolidate
that normalizing relations with Israel is the way to solve the Arab
countries’ internal issues

2. Highlighting the Palestinian internal reform and ending the divide,
which would prevent any relevant justifications

3. Asserting support to resistance as a legal right for the Palestinian
people under occupation

4. Calling for the institutionalization of the scattered Arab efforts to
back the Palestinian cause and counter the Deal of the Century in
all its forms

5. The MESC’s call to extract the main thoughts of the symposium
to set a new pan-Arab strategy in handling the conflict with Israel
and deliver it to Arab public and official decision makers.
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The report concluded that:

The term "anti - Semitism "reflects Bach all the more precisely
about the phenomenon of"anti- Semitism ¢"lIt is  also
a modern term that appeared in the late quarter of the nineteenth
century in Europe. It highlights the historical causes of
the phenomenon of" anti - Semitism™ in Europe and its
manifestations on different discrimination behaviors, the most
notably in the modern era was the" Holocaust".

The ‘"practical definition of anti-Semitism "<especially its
illustrative examples <faces widespread criticism, most notably are:

- It negatively affects the democratic countries regarding the
freedom of expression and academic research.

— Preconception between the Jews because they are followers of a
religion or being agroup of ethnic, and Israeli discrimination
against other Semitic peoples as Arabs with significant behaviors.

- |t confuses "anti-Semitism" with "anti-Zionism".

— A broad definition is being used by Israel and its lobby groups
worldwide to equate criticism of Israeli state policies with " anti-
Semitism."

— Israel supporters use this terminology to silence dissenting
voicesto  Israel and fortify  its  racist policies  against
the Palestinian people from criticism. The legal and moral
justifications that lead to confronting "anti-Semitism"” are the
same that lead to confrontation these Israeli policies.

The report warns against adopting this definition after the increase in
normalization between Israel and Arab countries. The memorandum of
understanding between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the United States on
combating "anti-Semitism" according to the "practical definition of anti-
Semitism™ signals the warning eligibility. The report iterates that it creates
confusion and fallacies that serve the Israeli occupation and its approach to
the region. It would cause many foggy international understandings of the
Palestinian people's legitimate rights. The report confirms that any such
memorandum of this kind constitutes a fracture in the Arab consensus. It
works biasedly to favor the Israeli narrative and hostility to the Palestinian
people in their occupied territories.
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Reports and Articles

Racism: Religious and Intellectual Standards and Islamic
Civilization Practise

Odeh Al-Jayyousi

Racism is a complex religious, social, political and cultural phenomenon
based on ethnic, biological differentiation. Racial discrimination was introduced
in the 18th century to justify colonization and hegemony on the Other.

As the world witnessed dangers resulting from the practise of racism
like wars and oppression, international covenants were set to safeguard
human rights and reduce all the forms of racial discrimination.

The present report sheds light on the religious and intellectual standards
concerning racism, focusing on the Islamic civilization practise to get rid of it.

The study attempts to identify the principles set by the Islamic thought to
eliminate racism. Over its long history, the Islamic civilization presented an
advanced model which institutionalizes human rights and combats this problem.

The threat of the phenomena lies in the organic association with
colonization. The latter departs from ethnic, biological superiority to
account for the occupation of the Other on the pretext of liberation,
modernization and development.

Finally, the report emphasizes the refutation of the narration of racism
and anti-Semitism in light of the Islamic perspective of human rights. It is
also necessary to build an economic depth through alliances for the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation countries.

Anti-Semitism: Concept, Practical Definition, and Use

Saeed Al-Lahham

The report aims to explain the term "anti - Semitism™ and explores the
historical background and appearance reasons. The report discusses the practical
definition of "anti- Semitism™ issued by the" international coalition to revive
the memory of the Holocaust IHRA "in 2016. It analyzes the problems and
ambiguitiesin its connotations, especially in  the optimal for its  posed
illustrations, including the monitors report criticism of the broad definition and
the effects of its adoption on the freedoms at academic and political levels
concerning the Arab/Palestinian - Israeli conflict.
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Independent Election Commission (IEC) have declared the 10th of November
2020 to be the day.

The elections have been held in an unprecedented exceptional health
circumstances, due to Covid-19 pandemic. Despite IEC’s efforts in
providing safe polling stations, elections have been met poorly by the
citizens.

This report provides an analytical and statistical perusal for the 2020
parliamentary outcomes. It states that the elections have recorded a 70%
reluctance among who has the right to proceed to the ballot boxes,
despite all efforts expended by the IEC and the government encouraging
citizens to vote. The elections have also experienced a drastic drop in
voting percentage within the largest governorates; Amman, Az Zarqa’
and Irbid.

2020’s parliamentary election has witnessed great political parties’
participation when being compared to 2016 elections. Despite that, its
outcomes were very humble. 4 of 41 political parties only have managed to
secure seats in the lower house of the Jordanian parliament.

As for women candidates, the report has affirmed the definite drop
witnessed. Not a single woman has secured a seat other than the quota
system. However, in 2016, 5 women have competed and managed to
secure their seats.

Moreover, % of the late house representatives has failed to keep their
seats. Outcomes have shown that 98 representatives are new to the house,
which means ¥ of the lower house now doesn’t have a parliamentary
experience.

The report has deduced that the entire outcome points out a behavior
which can be described by a punishment the citizens have brought down
on everybody everywhere; starting with the official institutions (the
government and the independent body) by its 70% reluctance, passing by
the late house of representatives, ending with women, parties and tribes.
At the end, it concluded with a sum of recommendations capsulated in
inviting people to read the election’s outcomes thoroughly, study the
causes behind those outcomes, and adjuring the independent body to
maximize its efforts in constricting the phenomena of buying votes which
has spread widely during the elections.
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File Issue: The Jordanian Parliamentary Elections and the
New Government

Analysis of King Abdullah I1’s Letter of Designation to Al-
Khasawna’s Government

Abdullah Al-Majali

On 7 Octobor 2020, a royal decree was issued to entrust Dr Bishr Al-
Khasawna with forming a new government in the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, to succeed that of Dr Omar Al-Razzaz.

Al-Khasawna’s appointment comes as a constitutional step upon Al-
Razzaz’s cabinet’s resignation on 3 November 2020, a week after a royal
decree of dissolving the Parliament whose term came to an end.

Al-Khasawna is the twelfth figure to become a PM and his is the
nineteenth government under King Abdullah I1.

It is found that the COVID 19 crisis dominated the new Letter of
Designation, in which it was described as an extraordinary situation
unprecedented for decades. Therefore, health was the major aspect and the
main function of the letter, in addition to relevant economic concerns.

It is concluded that, due to the exceptional conditions, the decree contained
unique actions, which often accompanies governments forged for exceptional
circumstances. On the other hand, the economic file was supposed to balance
between firm procedures aimed at countering the spread of the virus and
maintaining different sectors.

The letter also elaborated on directing the cabinet to revive such fields.
Although the new government was formed in the general election atmosphere,
the letter never mentioned the political aspect. For the first time in the
monarch’s reign, the government designation did not refer to politics, in terms
of reform, development, action, process improvement or laws, or even partisan
experience, parliamentary government or life.

Perusal of 2020 Parliamentary Election Outcomes
Ayman Khater

Abdullah Al-Majali

In the 29th of July 2020, the royal will has decreed holding the 19th
parliamentary election. On account to the royal will, commissioners of
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It is concluded that this extremely difficult situation can be fixed.
However, it requires time, effort, patience, wisdom and prioritization of
higher interests and public benefits — which is the business of all parties
(governments, elites and the public).

Civilizational Context of the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict:
Indications and Requirements

Abdussalam Mu’alla

The present study sheds light on the essence and features of the
current conflict in Palestine, in a bid to refresh memory of what has
happened and foresee the future of the land. It is supposed that the
conflict is purely civilizational. Therefore, it enjoys broader facets than
the direct geographical space, narrow time frame and action by a single
generation.

The problem of the study lies in the way Muslims, Arabs and
Palestinians handle the issue. When they, intentionally or unintentionally,
ignore the civilizational context, the efforts aimed at winning and repelling
aggression are negatively affected.

Both the descriptive and content analysis methodologies are adopted to
define Conflict and Civilizational Conflict as well as explore the indications
of the civilizational aspect. The investigation also covers the extent of
response by the Muslims, Arabs and Palestinians, in terms of perspectives
and behaviour, to this fact and how such responses influence the approaches
and developments of the conflict.

The following conclusions are made:

— There is a lack of proper analysis of the conflict in Palestine by
the defeated until the moment.

— The conflict is civilizational in the first place. Hence, as the
Muslims lost the battle when they were lagging behind in terms of
civilization, the true approach to restore Palestine is through
civilizational renaissance.

— The current Muslims’ civilizational backwardness does not serve
any solution to the conflict, as it consolidates their defeat and the
superiority of the Israeli occupation.
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crystalize the process of restoring stability to the region. It would also
obstruct other players to play within the Kingdom or pressure it through the
economic or security gate. Jordan should be reassured to accelerate the
transformation process into a democratic state model in the region, as the
successive democratic administrations aspired.

Research & Studies

Arab Political Powers: Partisan, Intellectual and Tribal
Fanaticism vs Building National State

Abdussalam Baghdadi

The present study has recorded 3 intertwined phenomena in the Arab
World in the last decade (2010-2020). The first is extremism, fanaticism or
hate, related to violence in all its political and terrorist forms. The second is
ethnic (racial/cultural) introversion in connection to religious or sectarian
backgrounds, while covered by a minority alliance or by a proposal of
integration in states and assuming their issues in partnership with the other
citizens. The third is the national state crisis.

It is argued that the last one, in its complexities, constitutes the main reason
for the other two. Due to the regimes’ despotism and interests, hunger,
unemployment, decline of basic services and lack of development, issues like
extremism, fanaticism and violence have taken the shape of aggressive, hardline
radical religious groups, which aim at excluding or, eliminating, the Other.

Therefore, the Arab national state is going through hard times, in
terms of internal and external circumstances. However, there are major
interconnected factors which lead to the state of collapse, such as
economic crises, terrorism and growing ethnic minorities’ sentiments in
self-defence. Another element is the rise of secularism as opposed to
nationalism, which represents a medium- and long-term obstacle mainly
in leading the society, maintaining public order and achieving peace and
security at national and international levels. The regimes have also
consolidated dilemmas of chauvinism and spread of hate and extremism
among many community segments. The adoption of oppression has made
violence a permanent environment, a function to discriminate between
the basic societal components and a way for them to weaken each other.
Then, they have employed such backgrounds to foster their own
hegemony and maintain their power.
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Therefore, Jordan in front of an opportunity to develop its regional and
Arab role during the next four years. Before the decision-makers in Jordan
today, the central question of how ready is Jordan to deal with these
variables with an open mind on the one hand, and concrete programs and
appropriate policies on another?

In terms of self-capacity <Jordan has historically been a pivotal country
with a geopolitical dimension and a vital strategic ally for US
administrations (except Donald Trump's era) .Today Jordan is looking
forward to restoring its various internal-external cards and its role in the
Palestinian issue. It is trying to restore its geopolitical strength,
performance, and rationality. Jordan is working to move away from aligning
itself in conflicting axes or quarreling friends, as in the late Gulf crisis.

Jordan's strong relations with the US Democratic Congress and some
Republicans can initiate communication, contribute to shaping these trend
considering Jordanian's broad, balanced and in-depth understanding during
King Hussein's and King Abdullah 11 reigns. Looking at this transformation
realistically without exaggeration on the one hand <and without diminishing
its importance, on the other hand <leads to serious consideration of preparing
practical Jordanian projects < and taking measures that ultimately lead to
achieving stability and internal balance in society. It also includes
encouraging economic development while practicing the utmost degree of
transparency. It would activate the role of the new House of Representatives
in the decision-making process. The government is to restore
confidence to state institutions and the political process.

It is also expected to crystallize a coherent Jordanian vision for
cooperation with the new US administration in resolving the region's crises
with a balanced and robust role in Libya, Syria, Yemen, and Iraq away from
the zero positions that other states tried to push Jordan to during the Trump
era. Such a dynamic is essential for resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict in its
Palestinian and Arab dimensions and tracks. Jordan would contribute to
creating a state of defusing internal wars and violence to preempt extremist
and terrorist groups to use it to create an incubating environment or deceive
the Arab youth, as happened in the past decade 2010-2020.

On the other hand <the new US administration ought to strengthen
the Jordanian role based on its historical experience and success. The US
would ease the pressure on Jordan to revive the internal situation and its
economy and create political and social stability. Such achievement would
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Editorial

Jordan in the Era of the New US Administration Led by
Joseph Biden

Editor

Joseph Biden, the Democratic candidate in the US presidential election
in 2020, won as a shift key in the nature of the politics of US behavior for
foreign policy during the new administration for four years. The shift in
the US administration policy towards the world and the Middle East will
cast a shadow on international relations worldwide and Jordan in specific.
Jordan has been pressured to blackmail its political stance by the US
administration over the Palestinian cause and subjected to multiple Arab
pressure at different levels under the US administration through 2016-2020.

Jordan suffered from severe pressure during former US President
Donald Trump's era regarding the peace process and friend countries'
growing role at the expense of Jordan. The imposition of the normalization
process by stake and carrot on several Arab countries caused an evident
marginalization of Jordan's role in the peace process, the Palestinian issue,
and relations with Israel, especially in the Israeli governments' era, led by
the extremist-right Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

There are significant shifts expected regarding some Arab ally countries'
role would be declining due to geopolitical and geostrategic considerations for
the US and the Middle East. On the other hand, the Israeli political system lives
a gloomy time for Netanyahu's government and his party's weakening by his
opponent Saer who split to form a new party. Moreover, Israel is preparing for
early elections in March 2021 that might not serve Netenyahu's ambitions.

Jordan is returning to its natural role in the region as a moderate player.
Jordan would return to a better internal democratic and political path. It
would strengthen public freedoms, revitalize partisan life, and engage the
Islamic movement and other opposition parties in the political system.
Jordan is to strengthen parliamentarians' role. It would allow political
opposition parties to have broader participation in the state's main body
through the government and parliament. It would not intervene in the civil
society organizations, including the syndicates. Jordan understands that
these steps are in common with the significant foundations
of the Democratic Party's philosophy regarding the Middle East.
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