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Recognition of Israel as a Jewish State: Between the Right of
Return and Resolving the Conflict
Dr. Raed Abu-Badaweeh

Summary
Israel demands Palestinians to recognize the Jewish identity of its entity
(Jewishness of state). The new condition is considered an extra one on the

ekalt Loy ST 3 5 U kol nd oty ccalaenld (BSS AYY B ol sl (B Sl Sl



Ol yil g Crgamdd (95) saatt —adawgi 3, Slulys Ao 14

Palestinian party regarding the Oslo agreement signed in 1993. The PLO
has already recognized Israel's existence through exchanged letter between
both parties earlier.

The new requirement carries many legal, political, and even religious
risks at the Palestinian rights.

This research explores the effects of such a new condition on the Arab-
Israeli conflict. It investigates the main implications of this demand on the
primary final solution issues, particularly the question of Palestinian
refugees and the Palestinian self-determination right.

The research considers two main axes: 1) the role of Judaism activities
in the main stages of the conflict; 2) the dangers of any Palestinian
recognition of Judaism of Israel state.

It concludes that the recognition of Israel's Jewish identity would
endanger the Palestinian right of return and their right to self-determination.

Moreover, this recognition would support the Israeli claims regarding
its full right to control the Palestinian territory. Such recognition entails a
Palestinian appeal for any solution to the conflict at the expense of all
Palestinian rights, both the rights of the Palestinian refugees and other
collective political rights of the Palestinian people, above all their right to
self-determination.

Keywords: Recognition of Israel, the Jewishness of the State, Palestinian
Refugees, the Right of Return & the Right of Self Determination,
International legitimacy, Palestinian-Israeli negotiations.
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! UNGA Res.181 text, available on: https:/bit.ly/3dpBeFm

2 Britain in Palestine, The Immigration Issue, available on: https://bit.ly/3sE65E0
Jewish Virtual Library, British Palestine mandate, available on:
https://bit.ly/3rG5jFy
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% Alternative Insight, The Mid-East Struggle, available on: https://bit.ly/3weul Kb
And: https://bbc.in/31ywpUr
* Despite the last general census that conducted by the British government at the
time, which showed the distribution of the population with 33% of the Jews and
67% of the Palestinians, see Representative Press, History of Israel and
Palestine, available on: https://bit.ly/2Pnbe5q
® The legislative characteristic of Res.181 is an argument point, see more about that
in Jeremy Hammond, The Myth of the U.N. Creation of Israel, Foreign Policy
Journal, 26 October, 2010 available on: https://bit.ly/3sJddiM
Eli Hertz, UN Resolution 181 — The Partition Plan, Myths and Facts, November
29, 1947 available at: https://bit.ly/3u4QUEY
James Crawford, The Creation of States in International Law, Oxford, Oxford
University Press, 2ed., 2006, p 430.
® 1bid., p162.
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& The Israeli Army was established from the Jewish militiagroups that were created
during the mandate, which includes, 'Hagana', 'Palmach’, 'Lehi' and 'lIrgun’, See
more about that in Jewish Virtual library, Israel Defense Forces: The Founding
of IDF available on: https://bit.ly/3cDKiXW

9 Walid Khalidi, All That Remains: The Palestinian Villages Occupied and
Depopulated by Israel in 1948, Washington DC, Institute for Palestine Studies,
1992

10 Benny Morris, 1948: A History of the First Arab-Israeli War, New Haven and
London, Yale University Press,2008.

1 'UN Conciliation Commission for Palestine , Summery record of the eighteenth
meeting held in Lausanne on Tuesday,10 July 1949, pl8, available on:
https://bit.ly/3sLwY Xi

12 Many indicators in history proved the idea of expulsion of the Palestinians from
Palestine, see more about Zionist Transfer Policy in Nur Masalha, Expulsion of
the Palestinians: The Concept of “Transfer” in Zionist Political Thought, 1882-
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1948, Institute of Palestine Studies, 1999; Benny, Morris, The Birth of the
Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947-1949 ,op.cit.

3 llan Pappe, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, London, One World Oxford,
2006, p39; a planned ethnic cleansing was put into effect through systematic
destruction of about 500 Arab villages, as well as several terrorist attacks
executed mainly by members of the 'Haganah' and the 'lrgun’.

Y Norman Finkelstein, Image and Reality of the Israel-Palestine Conflict
,London &New York , Verso, 1995, pp. 51-87; Benny, Morris, The Birth of the
Palestinian Refugee Problem 1947-1949, op.cit., pp 39-65; Amilsseroff , Benny
Morris:1948 - A book that can make a difference, 11/16/2008 available on:
https://bit.ly/3ualyML

> llan Pappe, The Making of the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1947-51 ,London, I. B.
Tauris & Co. Ltd., 1992, pp.41-46 ; Norman G. Finkilstein, op.cit., pp. 51-87.

16 ex Takkenberg, The Status of the Palestinian Refugees in the International Law
,Oxford, Oxford University Press: 1998, p 17 ; Salman Abu-Sitta, The
Palestinian Nakba 1948: The Register of Depopulated Localities in Palestine
,London ,Palestinian Return Center, 1998.

" Lex Takkenberg, op.cit., p. 16 ; David P. Forsythe, United Nations Peacemaking:
The Conciliation Commission for Palestine ,Baltimore, MD/ Johan Hopkins
University Press, 1972, pp. 70-83.

18 18% more than the UN partition proposal allocated to Israel.

¥ Noam Chomsky; Peter Mitchell and John Schoeffel, Understanding Power: The
Indispensable Chomsky, New York, The New Press, 2002, p132.
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20 OPT is a description often used to describe The West Bank (including, East
Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip , frequently is defined as "the Green Line".

2INur Masalha, A Land without a People: Israel, Transfer and the Palestinians,
London: Faber & Faber, 1997, p 81,85,87,91-92-94.; Peter Dodd and Halim
Barakat, River without Bridges: A Study of the Exodus of the 1967 Palestinian
Arab Refugees, Beirut, The Institute for Palestine Studies, Monograph series no.
10,1969, p 40.

22 palestinian men were forced to sign documents stating that they were leaving
voluntarily. “When someone refused to give me his hand they came and beat
him badly...Then I was forcibly taking his thumb, and immersing it in ink and
finger-printing him...I have no doubt that tens of thousands of men were
removed against their will...” said one Israeli officer participating in the
expulsion campaign. Cited in Nur Masalha, The Politics of Denial: Israel and
the Refugee Problem, London, Pluto Press, 2003, p 203.

28 Lex Takkenberg, op.cit., p 17.

24 Up to 95 percent of these displaced went to Jordan, while some found refuge in
Syria and Egypt.
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25 John Dugard, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, UN Doc. A/HRC/4/17, 29
January 2007; Uri Davis, Apartheid Israel, Possibilities for the Struggle Within,
London, Zed Books, 2003; UN Human Rights Committee, Concluding
observations on the fourth periodic report of Israel (Advance Unedited Version),
October 2014, p3 available on: https://bit.ly/20eyimq
Michael Waelbroeck and Willem Aldershoff, Israel’s obligations as an
occupying power under international law, its violations and implications for EU
policy, European Coordination of Committees and Associations for Palestine, 29
January 2014 available on: www.eccpalestine.org
israelsobligations-as-an-occupying-power-under-international-law-its-
violations-and-implications-for-eupolicy

%6 Ron Pundak, From Oslo to Taba: What Went Wrong, June 2001, available on:
https://bit.ly/3fw7j0l


https://bit.ly/2Oeyimq
http://www.eccpalestine.org/
http://www.eccpalestine.org/israelsobligations-as-an-occupying-power-under-international-law-its-violations-and-implications-for-eupolicy
http://www.eccpalestine.org/israelsobligations-as-an-occupying-power-under-international-law-its-violations-and-implications-for-eupolicy
https://bit.ly/3fw7j0I

Ol yil g Crgamdd (95) saatt —adawgi 3 ,d Slalys Ao 22

S k) Bk GEE Tl SV Bl DLV e g ped
U 52 L 15,1 Lo sl g gkl izl dibeedl (s ) & s ) a1 st
i)l 32 alally 335l o G S (194 15 anley sasal (3 il
o p R (k)

GHEY D aam e Ly Ol i) S 242 530 e o1 e
5l () 095 1967 ale Lot agands " 1" o ClendVL il LIy (s
o Badl sle o e met §)L8) e el Gt an B GRS

Al N ) il oy 280 a1 sl LY I OF I e Bl 018
Wil ol 25l 2l il ki)l Cntl) o) - gl (s )
i genel) el y Slastal mo )l O3l Akl 5] ot Bpes ) J e sl
Sls By (el B se e Blim ol y opadanddl 08L e 2l Y
b ol L oimh, s el oo SUL Bl iyl 2 3 Sl
(bl oS S s sl e ANy 25 U L 5 J el 25l s
Y V. S L PK PPt AP FPOF B MU [ K SN e (ET
Sl 3 O s I gl o T )l b e ) ol ally ol
i) 35 5m) (23N L) Y1 (b g ol Sy alize Ll M sl i (7 5
sl G so 055 Y o sedt pllall s Blisl) Al s ) ) Ol
DS g ) ) SN 5N 85 el (3 R Iy s e gl

AL ¢ Ll 3 b oy Lo sl ol 2 e ods Al 25 ek A2
O e A Y1 adg3edl slazaly Balad) 250 o el &l )l
el 200 ST ol el o N1 e 0,50 Lo T 8 ey e

2T ook for e.g. Geneva Initiative, Full Text of Geneva Initiative available on:
https://bit.ly/3rF40H4

%8 peace Now, Methods of Confiscation - How does Israel justify and legalize
confiscation of lands? available on: https://bit.ly/3rNGtnz
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29 Final Statements at conclusion of the, Middle East Peace Summit at Agaba, June
4, 2003, available at: https://bit.ly/39sQ78r

30 FOUNDATION FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE, Clinton Parameters, December
23, 2000, available at: https://bit.ly/2PJsGRB

3 Powell's Intrusion, By George F. Will, November 25, 2001, available at:
https://wapo.st/3mgZo96

32 President Bush Discusses Middle East Peace With Prime Minister Sharon, 2003,
available at: https://bit.ly/3fuulLeQ

% Final Statements at conclusion of the, Middle East Peace Summit at Agaba, June
4, 2003, available at: https://bit.ly/3rE6bux

IMFA/ForeignPolicy/Peace/Guide/Pages/Final%20Statements%20after%20Middle

%20East%20Peace%20Summit%20at.aspx

3 President Bush Attends Annapolis Conference, Memorial Hall, United States
Naval Academy Annapolis, Maryland, November 27, 2007, available at:
https://bit.ly/31xvROS
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https://bit.ly/2PJsGRB
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/george-f-will/
https://wapo.st/3mgZo96
https://bit.ly/3fuuLeQ
https://bit.ly/3rE6bux
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ForeignPolicy/Peace/Guide/Pages/Final%20Statements%20after%20Middle%20East%20Peace%20Summit%20at.aspx
https://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ForeignPolicy/Peace/Guide/Pages/Final%20Statements%20after%20Middle%20East%20Peace%20Summit%20at.aspx
https://bit.ly/31xvROS
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% Fred L. Israel, Thomas J. Mclnerney, Presidential Documents: The Speeches,
Proclamations, and Politics That Have Shaped the Nation from Washington to
Clinton, Routledg, New York and London, 2013, p 388.

% Zaha Hassan, From Clinton to Obama, U.S. Peace Deals Have Paved the Path to
Apartheid, 2020, available at: https://bit.ly/3do1PCD

37 1bid.
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% Jewish Virtual Library, Israel-Palestinian Peace Process: Letters of Mutual
Recognition, (September 9, 1993), available at: https://bit.ly/2PrOhOR
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https://bit.ly/2PrOh0R
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¥ Emile Badarin, Palestinian Political Discourse: Between Exile and Occupation,
Routledge, 2017, p 40 and after

“*Rashid Khalidi, Observations on the Right of Return, Beirut, Journal of Palestine
Studies, vol.21, no.2, winter 1992, pp29-40

*l Don Peretz, Palestinians, Refugees, and the Middle East Peace Process,
Washington, D.C, United States Inst. Of Peace Press, 1993, p 72.

2 Ruth Lapidoth, Do Palestinian Refugees Have a Right to Return to Israel? 15
Jan 2011 available on: http://www.mfa.gov.il
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Imfa/foreignpolicy/peace/guide/pages/do%20palestinian%20refugees%20have%20
a%20right%20t0%?20return%20to.aspx

3 Michael Kagan, Do Israeli Rights Conflict With the Palestinian Right of Return?
Identifying the Possible Legal Arguments, July 2005 available on:
https://bit.ly/2QMhKmu
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130—59& 2019 (1L 4@)}‘5\) f‘mU AL g c,iJ»Uj Slwlyud 8\5—)\ céj.ﬂ\ O)}w\ Ol (2 .lzwji“

4 UNHCR Handbook, Voluntary Repatriation: International Protection, 1996,
Chapter 1, paragraph 6.

4% Universal Declaration on Human Rights, Art.13\2 available on:
https://bit.ly/3fx30AH

47 Article 12(4) of The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
available on http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx; Art.
5\d \ii of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, available on: https://bit.ly/31ATLsF
Art. 10\2 of Convention on the Rights of the Child, available on:
https://bit.ly/3fwa8Pm

Article 23(at 8) of the 1993 Vienna Declaration and the Programme of Action,

available on: https://bit.ly/3rHXkrA

Art.3\2 of Protocol 4 to the European Convention on Human Rights, available on:

https://bit.ly/3ueAlaq
Article 22(5) of the American Convention on Human Rights, available on:
https://bit.ly/20aUldH
Art. 12\2 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights , available on:
https://bit.ly/3rECWrm


http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/foreignpolicy/peace/guide/pages/do%20palestinian%20refugees%20have%20a%20right%20to%20return%20to.aspx
http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/foreignpolicy/peace/guide/pages/do%20palestinian%20refugees%20have%20a%20right%20to%20return%20to.aspx
https://bit.ly/2QMhKmu
https://bit.ly/3fx3oAH
https://bit.ly/31ATLsF
https://bit.ly/3fwa8Pm
https://bit.ly/3rHXkrA
https://bit.ly/3ueA1aq
https://bit.ly/2OaUldH
https://bit.ly/3rECWrm
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Art. 16 of the Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in

Independent Countries, available on: https://bit.ly/3sHmMsA3

“ Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 49, sixth paragraph, available on:
https://bit.ly/3md8kft
Article 85(4)(a) of Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August
1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol 1), 8 June 1977, available on: https://bit.ly/3rGpt2a

49 Anneke Smit, The Property Rights of Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons:
Beyond Restitution , Routledge, 2012, p 29-33; William Mallison and Sally
Mallison, The Right of Return, Journal of Palestine Studies, vol. 9, no.3, Spring1980,
pp. 125,126; Dina Awad, Long Journy Home: The Right of Return , International
Law ,and Fate of Palestinian Refugees, 2 February 2011 available on:
https://bit.ly/3cCjFm3
See more about right of return for refugees in international law in Scott Leckie,
Housing and Property Restitution Rights of Refugees and Displaced Persons,
Cambridge University Press, January 2014; Eric Rosand, The Right to Return
under International Law Following Mass Dislocation: The Bosnia Precedent?,
Michigan Journal of International Law, vol.19, no.4, Summer 1998, p1129;
Michael Chiller-Glaus, Tackling the Intractable: Palestinian Refugees and the
Search for Middle East Peace, Bern, Peter Lang, 2007, p117; See more
specifically about Palestinian refugees case see John Quigley, Displaced
Palestinians and a Right to Return, Harvard International Law Journal
vol.39,n0.1, Winter1998, 171- 229.

%0 Article 8(2)(b)(viii) of The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,
available on: https://bit.ly/2PIXDoP

>L UN Security Council, Resolutions: 361, 726, 779, 820 A, 859, 874, 896, 906, 94,
993, 999,1036, 1078, 1096, 1124, 1187, 1199, 1203, 1225, 1239, 1244 and 1272.
available on: https://bit.ly/3m9dTvn

/en/sc/documents/resolutions/

2 UN General Assembly, Resolutions: 48/116, 49/10, 50/193, 53/164 and res.

54/183


https://bit.ly/3sHmsA3
https://bit.ly/3md8kft
https://bit.ly/3rGpt2a
https://bit.ly/3cCjFm3
https://bit.ly/2PIXDoP
https://bit.ly/3m9dTvn
http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/
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*> UN Commission on Human Rights Resolutions: 1992/S-2/1, 1994/59, 1994/75,
1995/89 , 1996/71, 1997/2, 1998/79 and Res.1999/S-4/1; Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities Res.1998/26, UN
Doc. E/CN.4/SUB.2/RES/1998/26

> "This right is recognized, for example, in relation to Palestinians. .. it establishes
a duty of the part of the State of origin to facilitate the return of expelled
populations " in A. S. al-Khasawneh and R. Hatano, The Human Rights
Dimensions of Population Transfer, Including the Implantation of Settlers,
Commission on Human Rights, Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, 45th Sess., Aug. 2-27, 1993, Item 8
of the provisional agenda, UN Doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/17 (1993), paragraph 60

> OCHA, Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, Principle 6(3) available
on: https://bit.ly/2PePZmp

5% UNHCR Handsbook Voluntary Repatriation: International Protection, 1996, at 7;
UNHCR Doc. 'Protection Guidelines on Voluntary Repatriation' September
1993 at 20; see also Marjoleine Zieck,

UNHCR and Voluntary Repatriation of Refugees: A Legal Analysis, Martinus
Nijhoff Publishers, 1997.

>’ for example, with respect to the conflicts in Abkhazia (Georgia), Afghanistan,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Korea, Liberia, Sudan and Tajikistan, See
Quadripartite Agreement on Georgian Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons; Afghan Peace Accords; Agreement on Refugees and Displaced Persons
annexed to the Dayton Accords; Agreement on the Normalization of Relations
between Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia; Convention Governing
Refugee Problems in Africa.

%8 Panmunjom Armistice Agreement; Sudan Peace Agreement; Protocol on Tajik
Refugees; Cotonou Agreement on Liberia.


https://bit.ly/2PePZmp
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> William Mallison and Sally Mallison, The Right of Return, Journal of Palestine
Studies, vol. 9, no.3, Spring1980, p127.

% UNGA Res. 3236: "1.Reaffirms the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people in
Palestine, including:(a) The right to self-determination without external
interference;(b) The right to national independence and
sovereignty;2,Reaffirms also the inalienable right of the Palestinians to return to
their homes and property from which they have been displaced and uprooted,
and calls for their return™ available on: https://bit.ly/3uoKJeX

8 UNGA Res.181 provides that "Citizenship Palestinian citizens residing in
Palestine outside the City of Jerusalem, as well as Arabs and Jews who, not
holding Palestinian citizenship, reside in Palestine outside the City of Jerusalem
shall, upon the recognition of independence, become citizens of the State in
which they are resident and enjoy full civil and political rights. Persons over the
age of eighteen years may opt, within one year from the date of recognition of
independence of the State in which they reside, for citizenship of the other State,
providing that no Arab residing in the area of the proposed Arab State shall have
the right to opt for citizenship in the proposed Jewish State and no Jew residing
in the proposed Jewish State shall have the right to opt for citizenship in the
proposed Arab State. The exercise of this right of option will be taken to include
the wives and children under eighteen years of age of persons so opting"”
available at: https://bit.ly/2QXzRGj


https://bit.ly/3uoKJeX
https://bit.ly/2QXzRGj
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% The Israeli Nationality Law was passed in 1952, Israel has blocked all
Palestinian refugees from returning to the Israeli state. The Nationality Law
accords all Jewish residents of Israel automatic citizenship, whereas all non-
Jewish residents become citizens only if they meet three conditions: (1) they
resided in Israel on the day of its founding; (2) they were resident in Israel on the
day the Nationality Law came into force; and (3) they were registered as such in
a specific Registry" available on: https://bit.ly/3sEllfe

lisraellaws/fulltext/nationalitylaw.htm

% Gail Boiling, The 1948 Palestinian Refugees and the Individual Right of Return:
An International Law Analysis, BADIL, Legal Brief 5, 2007, pp. 21-22.

* Gail Boiling, op. cit., p85.

% Article 14 of the UNGA Res.55/153, Nationality of Natural Persons in Relation
to the Succession of States, available on: https://bit.ly/3w9G1TM
Report of the International Law Commission Fifty-Fifth Session, available on:
https://bit.ly/3wbOXbv
See more about Succession of Statesin lan Brownlie, Principles of Public
International Law, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1990, p 654; see more specifically
about Palestine Case in Mutaz Qafisheh, The International Law Foundations of
Palestinian Nationality: A Legal Eximination of Nationality in Palestine under
Britain’s Rule, Leiden &Boston, MartinusNijhoff Publishers, 2008.


https://bit.ly/3sElIfe
http://www.israellawresourcecenter.org/israellaws/fulltext/nationalitylaw.htm
https://bit.ly/3w9G1TM
https://bit.ly/3wbOXbv
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% Nile Bowie, Will Israel’s demand for ‘Jewish state’ acceptance legitimize
apartheid? RT, Mar 11, 2014, available on https://www.rt.com/op-edge/israel-
palestine-jewish-state-082/

" Dov Waxman, Israel's Palestinian Minority in the Two-State Solution: The
Missing Dimension, Middle East Policy Council, Journal Essay, vol. xviii, no. 4,
Winter 2011, available on: https://bit.ly/31BODX4

% Some argue that the claim for recognition of Israel as a Jewish State is a need to
face any increasing challenges to Israel’s legitimacy as a Jewish homeland, see
more about that in Tal Becker, The Claim for Recognition of Israel as a Jewish
State, A Reassessment, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Policy
Focus #108 February 2011, available on: https:/bit.ly/3fx8s8m

/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus108.pdf

% According to Public International Law no state’s status as a state depends on
recognition by non-state entities, the state exist of its recognition by other states,
and the states do exist not because of such thing as a state’s ‘right’ to exist, see
more about that in James Crawford, The Criteria for Statehood in International
Law, British Yearbook of international Law, 1976 , 48 (1), pp.93-182, available
on: https://bit.ly/3ueBXQe
fjessup/jessupl3/British%20Y earbook%200f%20International%20Law-1977-

Crawford-93-182.pdf
See also Colin Warbrick, Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law:
An Assessment, European Journal of International Law, 2000, available on:
https://bit.ly/3wj41DW


https://bit.ly/31B0DX4
https://bit.ly/3fx8s8m
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus108.pdf
https://bit.ly/3ueBXQe
https://www.ilsa.org/jessup/jessup13/British%20Yearbook%20of%20International%20Law-1977-Crawford-93-182.pdf
https://www.ilsa.org/jessup/jessup13/British%20Yearbook%20of%20International%20Law-1977-Crawford-93-182.pdf
https://bit.ly/3wj41DW
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Role and future of *"political Islam movements"
in the Arab world 2010-2020
Dr. Seif El Din Abdel Fattah

Summary
This research discusses the roles that the political Islam movements
played as the most critical variable during the study period: the Arab Spring
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and the subsequent retreats and upheavals in its results in some Arab
countries; The region and its democratic transition in general, and the future
of these movements in particular.

The study seeks to address this problem through five entries: Political
Islam phenomenon, memory, concept, an attempt to define, understand and
deconstruct the phenomenon of violence, the role between curtailment and
activation, the discourse - its issues and contexts, the discourse between
political activism and genuine renewal, the Islamic phenomenon - the future
and foresight.

The research concluded that four primary factors are affecting the
system and network of the effectiveness of Islamic currents, including
subjective factors related to the Islamic identity and its nature, some
objectively related to the nature of developments and transformations taking
place, and political and economic reality in the Arab and Islamic world.

The research also confirmed that studying the future concerning
political Islam movements and the Islamic phenomenon needs to be in-
depth and aware of the surrounding variables, the changes, and
transformation milestones inside Islamic movements. The research
considers that they have suffered in memory and are still from hostile
relations with the authorities in many cases. Moreover, they operate in an
unfavorable environment, and these movements try to offer roles that allow
their protection and preservation of their entities from cracking on the one
hand, and from the ability to build confidence within societies towards them
to achieve democratic reform change in these societies and their governance
systems on the other hand.

The research recommended the importance of conducting self-critical
processes within the Islamic movement on the one hand, and with its social
and political environment, on the other hand, to achieve essential
developments that qualify them to participate in the leadership of change,
reform, and democratic transformation in the Arab world.

Key Words: Political Islam, Arab Spring, Islamists and Governance,
Islamic Movements, Democratic Transition.
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Prospects for the Return of the Palestinian Cause
to Political Attention in 2021
Dr. Raed Naeirat
Summary

This analysis reflects the prospects and opportunities for the Palestinian
cause to return to regional and international attention during the year 2021
by answering a fundamental question: What are the opportunities and
possibilities for the Palestinian cause to return to the Arab and international
political attention during the year 2021? The analysis follows the factors and

circumstances that contributed to the weakening of the Palestinian cause's
presence in the overall political landscape, whether subjective Palestinian
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factors, or Arab and regional, or international factors.

To answer the gquestion, the analysis sought to determine the magnitude
and trends of the change in these factors and the determinants that could be
invested to maximize the use of change in the service of the Palestinian
cause and in regaining its prestige and presence.

The analysis concluded that the return of the cause of Palestine to the
forefront of political attention depends mainly on the extent to which
Palestinians can properly invest variables and not merely respond to the
traditional variables in accordance with the reaction policy. This requires the
unifying Palestinian position, consensus on a national project, and the
rebuilding of Palestinian institutions based on genuine representation,
national partnership, and institutional effectiveness.

Keywords: Palestinian Cause, International and Regional Presence,
Palestinian National Project, National Partnership, Palestinian Unity.
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Reconciliation: National Necessity
to Meet the Challenges and Shape the Palestinian Project

Mr. Atef Al-Julani
Summary

The Palestinian divide constituted a dangerous juncture that has had
repercussions on the Palestinian cause for 14 years. Despite repeated
attempts, the various previous rounds of dialogue between the Fatah and
Hamas have failed to bring about reconciliation and end the divide, taken on
political, geographical, social, and psychological dimensions.

In light of the recent challenges to the cause of Palestine, which have
posed a serious and immediate threat to the future of the Palestinian cause,
in particular, the "Deal of the Century" project, the plan to annex the Bank
and the Jordan Valley and the wave of Arab normalization with the Israeli
occupation, the parties to the Palestinian action have become increasingly
convinced of the need to break out of division and to strengthen the capacity
of the Palestinian people to meet the challenges of the phase.

This analytical report answers the following questions: To what extent
the current changes can contribute, Palestinian, regional, and international,
to the success of the current reconciliation efforts so that their results are
different from the previous one, what are the major constraints that still in
their way, and what is needed to seize the opportunity and not miss it?

The report concluded that the wager is mainly on the Palestinian side,
the primary beneficiary of reconciliation, and the most affected by the
continuing situation of division, conflict, and internal attrition. Despite the
importance of the Arab role and the impact of the international factor, the
willingness and the serious will of the Palestinian parties to achieve unity
and mobilize efforts and energies to confront the threats that target the
Palestinian cause can remove the obstacles and open up great prospects of
entering a new phase of cooperation, collaboration, and complementary
roles.

In addition, the high rate of registration for the upcoming elections,
which exceeded 93%, reflects the strong yearning of the Palestinian people
to consecration a democratic approach, rebuild institutions, achieve
Palestinian unity, and out of divide.

Keywords: Palestinian National Reconciliation, Palestinian division,
Palestinian issue, Palestinian elections, Palestinian forces.
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Would the New Political Agreement 2021

Stabilize Libya?
Dr. Mohammed Al-Sheikh

Summary
After the revolution that overthrows the Gaddafi regime, The Libyan
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State entered into a highly complex and interlinked crisis, As a result of the
immaturity of national and institutional sufficiency of the ruling political
elites as required by the phase, which has encouraged the international and
regional forces to enter the Libyan territory, as an appropriate stage for
settling their strategic scores concerning to pursue their interests, and
increase the division to keep the conflict between the factions. Despite the
United Nations efforts to resolve the Libyan crisis, it had not succeeded in
gathering the Libyan protagonists, and de-escalating the military.

The question behind this analysis is: Is the new Libyan Government
successful in meeting the challenges that lie ahead and leading to a genuine
settlement that will ensure the return of security and stability and a unified
State in its institutions?

The analysis confirmed that the elections for the Presidency of the
Government and the Presidential Council of Libya, held in Geneva on 5
February 2021, are a significant change of the Libyan dystopia, following
the great role undertaken by the Acting United Nations Envoy, Stephanie
Williams, which the United States was behind it. It is a watershed
breakthrough rapprochement of protagonists and an important step in the
right direction towards ending the political impasse and restoring the spirit
of national partnership among Libyan political parties.

The analysis also concluded that the success of the Libyan Government
in carrying out its tasks would continue to depend on the support of the
United Nations and its support mission, which would require serious steps
to impose severe sanctions on domestic parties obstructing the dialogue, as
well as external parties that violate arms embargo to Libya.

If the United Nations and international forces fail in containing the
Libyan crisis, and regional forces do not agree on the transition plan to
reach the elections scheduled for the end of December 2021, this could open
the door to a further extension of the transitional phase.

Keywords: Libyan Crisis, Libyan Elections, Transitional Phase, National
Partnership, Libyan National Reconciliation, United Nations Efforts
in Libya.
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Moroccan-Israeli Normalization 2020:

Its Time and What the deal comes to
Mr. Omar Al-Jabali
Summary
On the evening of 10 December 2020, former United States President
Donald Trump announced, on his Twitter page, a "great historic
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achievement" through the agreement of the Israeli and Moroccan sides to
establish full diplomatic relations, which coincided with his announcement
by another tweet of his country's recognition of Moroccan sovereignty over
Western Sahara. It appeared to be a tripartite agreement through which
Morocco's sovereign position on the territory of the Sahara was
strengthened in exchange for its resumption of normalization of relations
with the Israeli side.

This report highlights Moroccan normalization as an important point in
the history of Arab-Israeli relations. The report monitors the history of the
relationship between the two parties and the privacy aspects of Moroccan
normalization, and to the extent that Morocco's motives based on that
and to what specificity have contributed to the justification of its agreement
extent can such an agreement be based on broad normalization between the
two countries based on the political visions and internal and international
realities of the parties.
The report concludes that the Arab States' concern to resolve their
national crises, at the expense of normalization with Israel through the
United States, as in the Moroccan model, deepens the Arab-Arab divide and
misses the opportunity for joint Arab cooperation to resolve the cause of
Palestine. The normalization of Moroccan relations with Israel, like other
Arab normalization, encourages the policies of the occupying Power, which
are accelerating to the far right, prolonging its lifespan and increasing the
pressure on the landowners, as well as its implications for the Arab party
and its loss of any opportunity for unified Arab coordination, both for the
restoration of Palestinian rights and for the alleviation of the brunt of Israeli
on the Palestinians in particular and the stability of the Arab region in

general.

Keywords: Morocco, Israel, Normalization, The Palestinian cause, Jews of
Morocco, Western Sahara, Donald Trump, Justice, and
Development.
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The Indicators of the Israeli Knesset
Election 2021

Mr.1brahim Abdulkarim
Summary
The Israeli general elections for the 24th Knesset were held on
Tuesday, 23 March 2021, and resulted in a new party map, which included
distributing the weight of the parties expressed in the number of seats. In
less than two years, these elections were the fourth in a precedent that the
Israeli political system has not witnessed.
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The results of those elections are estimated to have an impact on
various forms of overall Israeli performance. The present report provides a
reading of this event, in its context, content, and outcome, which is linked to
the facts and their implications, through the discussion of the method of the
Knesset elections, developments leading up to the new elections, data on
this election, the structure of the Knesset and information about the
constituent parties.

The report concluded that the results of the 24th Knesset elections
clearly showed (After counting all votes) is a complex situation, highlighted
by the fact that neither Netanyahu nor his opponents have easy opportunities
to form a future government, owing to the fact that none of them has
achieved a parliamentary majority, with The supporter camp for Netanyahu
gaining 52 seats, and if the "two rights" led by Bennett join him in forming a
future government, he will have 59 seats. The anti-Netanyahu Zionist camp
gained 57 seats, and the consolidated list received four seats.

Concerning Arabs, the Common List and the Consolidated List of Arab
States' authority have declined from 15 seats in the previous Knesset to 10
seats in the new Knesset. The decline in the voting rate in the Arab sector
(from 65% to about 53%), the split between the two lists, and the breaches
of Likud and Netanyahu into the Arab sector appear to have been among the
most prominent factors in this decline.

Keywords: the Knesset Elections, the 24th Knesset, Israeli Parties, and the
Israeli Political System.
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Qaeda and IS1S."*® He added these "unwinnable conflicts only drain our
capacity to lead on other issues..., and it prevents us from rebuilding the
other instruments of American power."*

Leaving that aside, and discerning from the above quote that the US
will continue to operate militarily in north Syria/lrag, Washington will
probably stay in the region because of the geopolitical situation that
involves different global and regional actors, mainly Russia, Iran, and
Turkey as well as Israel.

All above is regardless of desires and renewed perceptions about the
need to end "forever wars,” whether in Syria or lIrag, where there is a
contingent of US forces scattered on different military bases. Besides, the
security situation is susceptible regarding the Shiite paramilitaries and the
non-state actors that operate in the face of a weak Iraqi state.

Conclusion

The Biden foreign policy to the Middle East is likely to be complex
because of the complicated factors in the region. There would not be a one
suit that fits all, but the White House would need to develop different
foreign policy strategies for the sub-regions and localities of the Middle
East, the Arab world, nation-states, and further nationalist divisions.

Biden needs to reevaluate the Us allies and their fruitful roles regarding
the US interests. On the other hand, Biden would look seriously at the near
future where Russia and China are playing newly developed roles in the
Middle East. At the same level, he would have to reallocate the Arab allies'
roles, including Jordan, the Trump administration dismissed that for the
Israeli right in the office. As the democratic approach, Biden believes in
Jordan's model and capability to play a crucial role in the Palestinian cause
and the compliance with democratic and modernity measures.

% https://joebiden.com/americanleadership/
“0 https://joebiden.com/americanleadership/
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substantial loss of power as has been claimed by the US, Irag and
international alliance.

Again the list of priorities would be different in scale of importance,
according to the Biden team. Furthermore, first on the list must be seen as
Turkey, a vital member of the western alliance and the defense backyard of
NATO. Regardless of its role in the region, Turkey is seen as vital for
NATO and the Western alliance; indeed, it alarmed western leaders when it
sought rapprochement with Russia and bought weapons from Moscow.
Blinken (US secretary of state) assures that "...it is important to keep
Turkey facing west instead of them taking steps closer to Russia and other
enemies” and "we will try to balance the differences in regional issues with
efforts to keep Turkey at least broadly compatible with the transatlantic
alliance."®

However, does that mean to turn a blind eye to occasional Turkish
action inside its neighboring country Syria? For Biden, Blinken, and the
foreign policy team, Syria is a challenging issue because of its location in
the geopolitics of the region, with Turkey, Russia, and Iran taking a direct
interventionist role in the country and each vying for influence. It is not to
mention the non-state actors of Hezbollah, Al Qaeda, ISIS, the multitude of
other groups. Moreover, the fact that the fractured Syrian opposition groups
directly tried to topple the Bashar Al Assad regime since the Arab Spring
revolt in that country began in 2011.

Like Trump, Biden, and long before that, Obama has long been
advocating that America should leave what has been called the "“forever
wars." America and its soldiers have become dreary and fatigued from wars
that started in Afghanistan and filtered into Iraq and later entangled in the
global war coalition against terror groups on the Syria-Iraq border starting in
2014.

Biden is on record for ending these "forever wars" and "which have
cost us untold blood and treasure™ and "narrowly focus our mission on Al-

38 https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/what-will-secretary-blinken-bring-to-us-

foreign-policy-43817
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Bahrain®, Sudan®** , and Morocco®® had come to sign normalization accords
with Israel and all within few months. These agreements were provided
effectively while leaving the Palestinian question still in limbo and far from
being solved.

Under the Biden foreign policy, this is not only likely to continue but to
be encouraged by the new leader at the White House who hails the
establishment of relations between Middle East states with Israel in the
forefront but with a different approach and not as an alternative of solving
the conflict on its Palestinian-Israeli track as Trump's theory of the deal of
the century produced.

However, this is easier said than done, and the new US administration
knows that most of the normalizations accords were made on Trump's
transactional interests. Take, for example, Sudan. Its accord with Israel was
bargained for taking Khartoum out of the US terror list, allowing Sudan to
pitch for international aid that was effectively stopped™.

Similarly, for Morocco. Its accord with Israel became part of a deal
with the United States to recognize Morocco's sovereignty and control over
Western Sahara, which had long been regarded as a disputed territory®” but
earlier US administrations and the UN.

Mideast complications

Under Biden, nobody knows what will become here and how the new
administration will handle this. These are part of the files that will be
handling that include Turkey, Syria, Iraq, and a motley groups of non-state
actors like Hamas, Hezbollah and terror groups like Al Qaeda, and Islamic
State of Syria and Irag (ISIS), which continues to operate despite its

% https://agsiw.org/why-bahrain-is-embracing-normalization-with-israel/
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had been stopped once they refused to endorse the "Deal of the Century" as
laid out by the Trump administration.

Biden has almost rejected the "Century Deal" and, together with his
new team under the new Secretary of State Antony Blinken, is espousing the
traditional approach to Palestinian-Israel negotiations in the form of calling
for a two-state solution alongside each other. Blinken put it thus: "The only
way to ensure Israel's future as a Jewish, democratic state and to give the
Palestinians a state to which they are entitled is through the so-called two-
state solution."?®

During his presidential campaign, Biden's view was put like this: "I
believe that Israel has to be prepared to work toward a genuine two-state
solution..."?. Nevertheless, the Biden administration does not have much
hope this would come about emanating no doubt by the past behavior of
Israel and the fact of what the experts have been saying about the peace
process and the Middle East:

Blinken expressed that: "Realistically, it is hard to see near-term
prospects for moving forward on that."*°

Indeed, in pursuing the so-called peace talks, Trump managed to hitch
up the Arab World with Israel. Normalization between Tel Aviv and the
Arab world had long been a stalemated affair. Only two countries, Egypt
and Jordan®® , plus the Palestinian Authority, had relations with Israel.

At the end of the Trump era, in January 2021, four Arab countries had
signed peace agreements with Israel. The United Arab Emirates®,

% https://news-decoder.com/biden-stirs-worries-among-u-s-allies-in-middle-east/
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When Trump became president, he put an end to all that. The
recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and the American Embassy
were part of a broader plan to force 'peace’ into the Middle East under the
"Deal of the Century"” platform where the goal was for all Arab countries to
recognize Israel %.

Besides, the late Trump administration started to lean on the
Palestinians. It closed down the US Consulate in East Jerusalem?, which
many had hoped would become the capital of a future Palestinian state (and
which was now an even distant realization). It stopped financing
UNRWA?*, putting the immediate learning of Palestinian schoolchildren in
jeopardy. It closed down the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) office
in Washington®.

A new man in the White House

Under Biden, the Middle East would be different than it has been under
his late US administration. On the minus side, the movement of the US
Embassy to Jerusalem will stay in place®®. It will not be moved back to Tel
Aviv, as was the case before.

In return, however, the Biden administration wants to reopen a US
Consulate in East Jerusalem, has reversed the Trump decision to stop
UNRWA funding, and allowed the PLO office in Washington to function
again®’. Moreover, he contacts the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah, which

22 https://www.dohainstitute.org/en/Political Studies/Pages/Trump-Administration-
Plan-for-the-Palestinian-Israeli-Conflict.aspx

2 https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/closure-of-us-consulate-in-east-jerusalem-is-
another-swipe-at-palestinians-24703

2424 ttps://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/09/07/in-one-move-
trump-eliminated-us-funding-for-unrwa-and-the-us-role-as-mideast-peacemaker/
% https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trump-administration-
orders-closure-of-plo-office-in-washington/2018/09/10/7410fe6¢c-b50c-11e8-a2¢5-
3187f427e253_story.html

2 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/20/us-secretary-of-state-blinken-us-
embassy-to-remain-in-jerusalem

2 https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2021/02/03/US-to-restore-aid-to-
Palestine-galvanize-international-community-to-help-Official
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arms sales."*’” This new approach might speed the conclusion of this war,
especially since the United Nations has been trying to reach a negotiated
settlement between all warring parties. The Saudi new initiative for bilateral
seize fire at the end of March 2021 serves the new US approach.

Israel

Israel is not pleased that the US may go back to the Iran nuclear deal
either. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu firmly opposed the deal
before it was signed and afterward. He, therefore, expressed much
satisfaction when Trump scrapped the deal in 2018%.

With Trump losing the US elections, Israel also lost a great friend, a
Netanyahu bosom pal. In his years in office, Trump made fundamental
catastrophic changes to the Palestinian-Israeli equation that previous
American presidents had never made.

These changes were made on different levels. For the first time, Trump
violated UN international resolutions and recognized Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel, altering decades of US administrations' policy™. Besides
that, he, and for the first time, moved the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem, which is internationally considered an occupied city whose
future status is to be negotiated between Palestinians and Israelis.

Although Congress has decided to move the US Embassy to Jerusalem
in the name of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995%, it was continually
wavered by former presidents starting with Bill Clinton, George W. Bush,
and Barack Obama®. They believed such a step would hamper the peace
process under international sponsorship led by the Americans.

7 https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/04/biden-will-announce-end-of-us-support-for-

offensive-operations-in-yemen.html

8 https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-recording-netanyahu-boasts-israel-convinced-
trump-to-quit-iran-nuclear-deal/

9 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-42250340
“https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/1995/10/24/house-
section/article/h10680-2
2Ihttps://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-israel-diplomacy-jerusalem-explai-
idUSKBN1I811N
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politicians after he decided to take the United States out of the international
accord.

At present, Biden is contemplating how he can get the United States
back into the agreement without face loss and possibly extracting more from
the Iranians®. Whatever the case and what negotiated agreement can be
reached, very little is expected before the beginning of the summer and after
the Iranian presidential elections™.

Saudi Arabia

If Washington once again shakes hands with Iran after reaching the
deal to resume Iranian compliance with the nuclear agreement and the US
would leave its sanctions on Iran, Riyadh is likely to become very worried
about the new perception and regional security environment.

Biden has some worries about the role and responsibility of some Saudi
officials in the Khashoggi killing at the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul in 2018.
Biden is looking for a fully transparent investigation into the case. The
current US administration will put a more significant premium on human
rights and democracy™ in this sense.

Moreover, the Biden Administration supports ending the war in
Yamen. He looks forward to seeing that conflict which started in 2014,
come to an end. Just after he came into office in late January 2021, Biden,
through his Secretary of State Anthony Blinken, removed the Houthis from
the US terror list™ to allow international aid organizations to deliver food to
the starved Yemeni population.

Biden put it clearly: "This war has to end. We are ending all American
support for offensive operations in the war on Yemen, including relevant

B https://theconversation.com/irans-leaders-signal-interest-in-new-nuclear-deal-

but-u-s-must-act-soon-154912

1 https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2021-02-04/biden-s-middle-east-
balancing-act-israel-iran-saudi-arabia

> https://ecfr.eu/article/how-a-biden-win-could-transform-us-policy-in-the-middle-
east/

16 https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2021/02/12/US-revokes-terrorist-
designation-for-Yemens-Houthi-rebels/3791613158595/
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believe the Middle East will be of "low priority" for Biden and his team that
would be focusing on "macro-international affairs” as well as US domestic
affairs to revitalize the American local economy that has been ravaged by
Covid-19, which killed around 500,000 people by February 2021° in the US.

While Biden has made it clear that he would focus on eliminating the
Virus through vaccines, America's foreign policy options would continue.
Regarding China's diplomacy in the world, push-and-pull factors would
continue, especially in the Middle East region, which is a vital strategic area
for its economies, oil, and location.

Iran

Under the "interests” pinnacle put forward by Biden, the Middle East
will continue to be vital. However, it is likely to be "prioritized" under
separate categories. The Iran nuclear deal signed under the Obama
administration but later, in 2018, scrapped by President Trump, is on top of
these concerns®.

As Biden knows, it is scrapping by Trump did much damage to the
international security system and nuclear proliferation that had been capped
and slowed down by JCPOA and access by UN international inspectors to
Iranian nuclear facilities™.

Observers believe that it is no easy to get back to the meticulously-
negotiated deal as if the past four years did not exist. For one thing, the
Iranians, president, ministers, and parliamentarians are in no mood to turn
over another page. When the US scrapped the deal, Iran restarted its
enrichment, albeit at a low level, and wanted to continue'?. Nevertheless,
they keep the door open and now want to remove sanctions imposed by
Trump on a 'sliding-scale on Iran's different economic sectors, ministers and

’ https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/22/the-us-covid-19-death-toll-has-surpassed-
500000.html

10 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/08/world/middleeast/trump-iran-nuclear-
deal.html

Y https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-56030497

12 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55509048
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happy® about the state of affairs that has come to be built between his
predecessor Trump and Putin, especially the kind of 'cushy' relations that
came to exist between them despite the attempted meddling and alleged
interventions of Moscow in American domestic affairs, NATO alliance
politics and even in different European states as in Britain.

As to China, the situation is proving difficult. He is well-aware of the
war-mongering scenarios built over the past four years between Washington
and Beijing with accusations and verbal trading between the two capitals.
The situation in 2020 was much worse with the onset of the Covid-19 Virus.
Trump said this Virus originated from Wuhan’ in China and spread to the
rest of the world. This spread would include the United States, Europe, the
Middle East, Asia, Latin America, and Africa, quickly spiraling into a
global epidemic that shut off-world economies and soon killed hundreds of
thousands of people, reaching almost one million, boosted the death toll
during the months of 2020 and infected almost one hundred million.

Understanding the nature of "Trumpian politics™ and his blunt style,
Biden will likely be more diplomatic regarding China. He made it clear that
his foreign policy approach would be based on consensus and interest and
not a rivalry between nation-states, ideologies, and fractured politics.

Enter the Middle East

Biden's approach to China could arguably be different because Beijing
attempts to build the so-called "Belt-and-Road," a trillion-dollar initiative of
mass infrastructure projects between China, the world the Middle East. It is
said that more than eighteen 18 countries of the region have signed strategic
partnerships in return for development projects, finance, and expertise®.

The Biden administration would be showing an interest in the Middle
East rather than from the politics-international relation. Many analysts

6 https://ecfr.eu/publication/the-crisis-of-american-power-how-europeans-see-

bidens-america/

" https://www.ft.com/content/82574e3d-1633-48ad-8afh-71ebb3fe3dee

8 https://www.oecd.org/finance/Chinas-Belt-and-Road-Initiative-in-the-global-
trade-investment-and-finance-landscape.pdf
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Europe, the Middle East, Russia, China, Asia, and Latin America. These
policies upset traditional allies and pleased old foes, and in many ways,
turned the international equilibrium upside down.

Europe no longer felt safe as Trump sought to court Vladimir Putin of
Russia®, the world became worried about a looming international war with
China and the Middle East. The Palestinians came to feel exceedingly
uneasy about the man in-the-White House because of what was perceived as
blatant, outward bias towards Israel. A security threat loomed all over.

Nevertheless, now, and in many ways, Joe Biden and his new
administration are reverting backing to the conventional approach of US
foreign policy away from the "abrasiveness™ of the previous administration
that sought to alter America's vision of the world, which was meticulously
built since 1945 around alliance politics and a global security-oriented
policy.

Biden immediately "re-engaged" the United States with global
institutions such as the World Health Organization, the World Trade
Organization, the Paris Climate Change Agreement® , and support to the
United Nations, primarily through rejoining the UN Human Rights Council®
, which the previous Trump administration opted out of because of its
alleged anti-Israeli bias.

Russia, China

Biden's engagement in world affairs does not mean he is happy with the
state of international politics. He is anxious about Russia and China and is
seeking to deal with them on a different footing. With Russia, he is not

need-new-middle-east-
policy?utm_medium=email_notifications&utm_source=reg_confirmation&utm_ca
mpaign=reg_guestpass

3 https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-trump-russia-business-20181130-
story.html

4 https://geneva.usmission.gov/2021/02/05/president-biden-to-sign-executive-
actions-restoring-americas-place-in-world/

> https://time.com/5937231/us-un-human-rights-council/
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Introduction

The foreign policy of the Joe Biden administration must be understood
in terms of several intertwining levels. These levels reflect an ‘intermeshed”
and complex international political system in the world.

With the new US President, it will be full-throttle diplomacy. In a
single stroke, he canceled the "nationalist isolation” perspective of the
previous Donald Trump administration and is seeking to put diplomatic
action in the heart of American foreign policy. He will put a favorite term
that will continue to be used and reiterated, at least in the early days of his
administration. He stands to announce the "America is back"! on the world
stage while pushing for "multilateralism," a strong alliance with Europe, and
a commitment to the North Atlantic Treaty (NATO) and its institutions.

These are central aspects of US foreign policy which Donald Trump
sought to downgrade and play-down through realigning with different
international actors. Biden seeks to distance himself from the so-called
transactional® 'interest" policies of Trump, which he pushed forward in

thttps://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-us-global-
doubts/2021/02/27/3fe52862-781d-11eb-8115-9ad5e9c02117_story.html;
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/19/us/politics/biden-munich-conference.html;

2 https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/12/15/biden-reverse-course-western-sahara/;
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middle-east/2021-01-15/biden-doesnt-
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What Will Biden Do About the Middle East?
A Foreign Policy Analysis
Dr. Marwan Asmar”

Summary

It is imperative to understand the Biden administration's foreign policy from
the perspective of several interlocking levels, as these levels reflect a complex
"intertwined" international political system in the world. With the new United
States president who abolished the "national isolation" perspective of the previous
Donald Trump administration and sought to place diplomatic work at the heart of
American foreign policy, America returned to the world stage, towards
"multilateralism,” a strong alliance with Europe, and a commitment to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). And its institutions. These are central
aspects of US foreign policy that Donald Trump has sought to minimize and
diminish through a reorganization with various international actors.

The analysis concluded that Biden's foreign policy toward the Middle East is
likely to be complex due to complex factors in the region, and the White House
will also need to develop different foreign policy strategies for sub-regions and
localities in the Middle East, the Arab world, nation-states, and more national
divisions.

The report also stressed in its conclusion that Biden needs to re-evaluate the
allies of the United States and their fruitful roles concerning the interests of the
United States the other hand, Biden will look seriously to the near future as Russia
and China play newly developed roles in the Middle East. At the same level, he
will have to redistribute the roles of the Arab allies.

Keywords: Foreign Policy, Middle East, Biden administration, America, White
House, Trump.
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* A political researcher based in Amman. He has long worked in journalism and
has a PhD in Political Science from Leeds University in the U.K.
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