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Farmers' water in the upper Inaoun basin between
scarcity and poor management
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Abstract:

Any sustainable development is contingent upon the
proper management of available water resources, especially in
the current climatic conditions that Morocco is experiencing.
The country has shifted from managing water scarcity to
managing a crisis, making it imperative to adopt governance
principles in dealing with both traditional and non-traditional
water resources. The current situation demands that the
Moroccan state consider the challenges and act promptly due to
the alarming water situation, both at the Sebou Basin level and
nationally. According to our field research, the Upper Inaouen
Basin, which relies mainly on subsistence farming, has not yet
emerged from its state of stagnation. Water resources are still
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being used in traditional irrigation methods, contributing to
significant water wastage that cannot be afforded under current
conditions. Moreover, this area has not kept pace with the
advancements in irrigation systems at the national level and
remains outside the broader development context. Given the
dramatic decrease in rainfall in the Upper Inaouen Basin and its
vulnerability to the climatic fluctuations affecting Morocco,
continued reliance on traditional water management methods
will severely impact the water reserves, either through the
natural renewal of these resources or through the ongoing
overexploitation of water, whether intentional or unintentional.
Keywords: Traditional Irrigation — Agricultural Water —
Subsistence Farming — Traditional Water Resources — Upper
Inaouen.
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