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Abstract:

This research examines a study in the environmental
geography of Nouakchott, the political capital of Mauritania.
Since its establishment and after becoming the country's capital,
Nouakchott—especially following the drought waves that struck
the nation starting from the late 1960s—has attracted a steadily
increasing population. This has caused significant demographic
pressure on a territorial space characterized by fragile natural
features that are incompatible with this growing pressure. This
dense human presence, coupled with global climate changes, has
led to serious environmental challenges that threaten the future
of this young city.

In this research, we aim to address the topic: "Environmental
Challenges in the City of Nouakchott—Their Causes and
Manifestations.” This will be approached through the central
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problem of answering the following questions: What are the
geographical characteristics of Nouakchott? What environmental
challenges does the city face? To what extent do human
activities contribute to these challenges? And how can they be

confronted or mitigated?

To answer these questions, the research is divided into two main
sections:

Section One: The Geographical Characteristics of Nouakchott
Section Two: The Environmental Challenges Facing Nouakchott
Keywords: Environmental challenges, Nouakchott, Mauritania,
marine submersion, climate change
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