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Abstract:

This study examines the treatment of augmentative letters
(hurif al-ziyada) in classical morphological theory, addressing key
issues such as the distinction between original and augmentative
letters, types of augmentation, and the criteria used to identify
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them. It explores the reasons for augmentation, its semantic
functions, and its classification based on obligatoriness.
Additionally, it surveys the common positions where each
augmentative letter appears.

The study also discusses early and modern scholars’ views on
the possibility of augmentation beyond the traditionally recognized
ten letters. It highlights efforts to reconcile the stance that limits
augmentation to these ten letters with the opposing view that allows
for broader possibilities. Adopting a descriptive and critical
approach, the study evaluates these discussions and offers insights.

Key findings indicate that classical morphology provides a
comprehensive yet individualized analysis of augmentative letters,
often considering them separately rather than as unified
morphological units. For instance, it examines the augmentation of
alif independently from niin in the form infa ‘ala. The study also
finds that the claim of augmentation beyond the ten letters does not
align with traditional morphological theory, supporting the
distinction between morphological and lexical augmentation.
Future research may further investigate augmentative elements as
composite morphological units.

Keywords: Arabic Morphology, Augmentative Letters, The Ten
Augmentative Letters, Non-Ten Augmentative Letters, Positions of
Augmentative Letters.
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