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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the concepts of “static” (sakin) and
“dynamic” (mutaharrik) in Arabic linguistic studies, clarifying when a
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letter acquires one of these two attributes and analyzing their phonetic
structures. It then examines their definitions, highlighting Ibn Jinni’s
perspective on these concepts and his classifications, while also assessing
the extent to which his views align with the general morphological theory
regarding these notions. The study seeks to explore the reasons behind
the occurrence of both states and to investigate sounds that have been
classified as static despite not fully conforming to the general description
of a sakin. In doing so, it attempts to uncover the underlying motivations
for such classifications. Additionally, the research addresses the nature of
interactions between these static sounds, identifying which combinations
are permissible and which are restricted.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, leading to
several key findings. One of the most significant is that the classification
of a sound as static or dynamic occurs only after it is integrated into word
structures alongside other sounds. Furthermore, Ibn Jinni’s classifications
of these concepts do not necessarily align with the overarching
framework established by traditional morphological theory; however,
there is no fundamental contradiction between his perspective and the
general theoretical framework. The study also concludes that the
occurrence of these two states is governed by only three primary factors
and that the interaction between static sounds follows three patterns, the
third of which—namely, the meeting of two static long vowels—is
strictly prohibited. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that the presence
of these concepts has both theoretical and practical implications, enabling
the formulation of general linguistic principles that characterize the
structure of Arabic words. These include the prohibition of word-initial
static sounds, the necessity of pausing only on a static sound, and the
requirement to resolve the meeting of two static sounds, among other
generalizations.

Keywords: Arabic morphology, classifications of dynamic sounds
(mutaharrik), classifications of static sounds (sakin), dynamic letter,
static letter.
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