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Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the term scientism, its
characteristics, and its types within the context of the
environment from which it emerged. There has been
considerable confusion between scientism and science, with
some claiming a connection between the two, or even associating
scientism with atheism. The study reveals that scientism is an
extreme philosophical epistemological doctrine that asserts itself
as the sole source of knowledge, positioning itself as the ultimate
authority in determining facts. It also shows that scientism is
often used as a derogatory term to describe those who rely
exclusively on science as a reference for truth. The research
identifies several characteristics of scientism, most notably its
tendency to limit knowledge to empirical methods while
rejecting other methodologies—an attribute from which its other
characteristics stem. Additionally, the study indicates that critics
of scientism have categorized it into two main types: academic
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scientism, which operates within scholarly environments, and
social scientism, which extends into broader society. Each
category encompasses various subtypes, and it is possible to
accept one form of scientism without necessarily endorsing all
others, though one may also adopt the entire framework if
desired.

Keywords: Scientism — Science — Characteristics — Types.
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